Notice of the opening of a Celtic and Anglo-Saxon grave-mound at
Tissington, Derbyshire / by John F. Lucas.

Contributors

Lucas, John F.

Rolleston, George, 1829-1881
Rolleston, Humphry Davy, 1862-1944
Royal College of Surgeons of England

Publication/Creation

London : Bemrose & Sons, 1865.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/rzmvezhu

Provider

Royal College of Surgeons

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. The original may be consulted at The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/










4 NOTICE OF A CELTIC AND ANGLO-SAXON GRAVE-MOUND.

mankind in this as in other countries. The opening of the mound
was attended with considerable difficulty, and indeed the operations
were much impeded by the trees and their outspreading roots, never-
theless the results, as will be seen, were of a highly interesting
character,

The first opening of the mound was made on the 15th of September,
1863, when we commenced operations by eutting a trench four feet
wide from the east side towards the centre. After continuing the
trench for some little distance, and removing some of the flat stones,
of which the upper part of the mound is chiefly composed, and which
lay in a slanting direction towards its centre, we came, at the point
marked A on the plan at the head of this paper, at the depth of four
feet from the surface, to a heap of burnt human bones. Along with
these were a few animal unburnt bones, which were, however, so much
broken, that only small portions of the lower jaw of a dog were recog-
nizable. This deposit was simply placed under a slanting stone, and
was unaccompanied by any other remains.

Proceeding with our excavations towards the centre of the mound,
we found several fragments of human bone, belonging to an interment
which, lying near the surface, had evidently been much disturbed, and
indeed nearly destroyed, by digging to plant the trees which now un-
fortunately grow upon it. As we neared the centre of the tumulus
traces of iron became discernible, and
rendered a scrupulously careful exami-
nation of the soil, which at this point
contained but few stones, necessary.
Here, at the depth of rather more than
three feet from the surface, we were
rewarded by finding, at the point
marked B on the plan, lying on its
gide, and crushed into fragments, the
umbone, or central boss of a shield, of
the usual form of the Anglo-Saxon
period.  This extremely interesting
relie, which is I believe the largest
ever found in this county, is here en-
eraved of one-fourth its original size,
measuring nine inches in height, is, of
course, of iron, and, as will be seen on
reference to the engraving, is of the
same type as the one found at Sibertswold, and engraved in the
Inventorum Sepulchrale® The texture of cloth in which it had been
enfolded when placed by the body of the hero by whom it was borne,
is distinetly traceable on several parts of its surface. The umbone as
it lay was gurrounded with the wood, in a complete state of decay,
which had once formed the shield, and small fragments of corroded
iron, which were doubtless a part of the mountings of the shield, were

scattered about.

* Plate XV. fig. 13.
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Continuing our researches, we next came upon e
the remarkably fine sword, here represented. It f
lay a few inches lower down, and was much cor-
roded and cracked by pressure. The position in
which it lay will be best understood by reference
to the plan, where it will be found at C. From
the unfortunate fact of a tree growing close by,
and indeed almost directly over where it lay, we
experienced no little difficulty in removing the
earth, which at this point presented the appear-
ance of half-baked clay. The sword was, however, B
at length laid bare, and was found to have origi- i |! ]
nally been enclosed in a wooden scabbard or sheath, ) %ﬂ, N

which had apparently been covered with leather, .
and mounted with silver, which had been elabo- 14 Tl
rately ornamented. Most of this ornamentation \E :
was unfortunately so much decayed as to be lost,

but sufficient still remains to show that the sword N, !)-
had been of no ordinary beauty and value, and PD
must have belonged to some person of note. The |
traces of silver ornamentation at the head will be L‘T! i
seen indicated on the engraving. The chape, |y
which is simply rounded, is of silver, and the I 1
rivets still remain, as are also those by which the l\? "
leather was attached to the wood. The sword is G
thirty-four inches in length, and two-and-a-half- ' m’ '
inches in breadth. Across its upper part lay a i i §
small fragment of the shield, and near it were a TE
few pieces of iron spread about, some of which, e
when joined together, proved to be a spear-head of VA

excellent form. This spear-head is here shown, T
and will be seen to be of the usual form of the {1
period., It had doubtless been broken and dis- {
turbed at the time when the bones were dispersed ' k
by the planting of the trees. \0

Being satisfied that the interment we had found 1
was not the primary one, I determined upon con- >
tinuing the investigation, and accordingly on the A
28th of May, this year, we proceeded to enlarge
the former opening, and to excavate it still deeper, R

and were rewarded by discovering the primary ﬂ

Celtic interment, at the depth of eighteen inches _
below where the Anglo-Saxon burial had been made, ¢
The head lay, as will be seen by reference to the ;












