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accompanying plates will convey an excellent idea of this fine
gkull.

Plate XIIT is a profile view, half the size of the original, and has heen
I|1i||u|1,:]:|." finizshed in all its detaila,

Flate X1V gives four different views of the skull, quarter size, and partially
ghaded.

I ——

XIV.—0On Human and other Remains found in a Cavern near
the Ryhope Colliery. By James W. Kirxsy axp Geonse 8.
Brapry.

At the last Field Meeting of the Club at Marsden (Oetober,
18657, a discussion took place relative to the occurrence of osse-
ous remains in a eave near the Ryhope Colliery ; and a committee®
was appointed to enguire into the facts of the discovery, and to
wateh the further progress of the execavations. After 1.'1'.-1'5t'u|;:
the cavern several times and carefully examining the remains
that have been preserved, we present the following short report—
not so much on account of any great scientific value attached
to the remains, as for the purpose of recording the mature of
the discovery and the circumstances under which it took place.
The cave is situated on the north side of what was once a very
I:ir,'hn'v:-wllu- :,:]:‘H, ﬂin-vt]_'.' nTJ]m.-:Hu ta, and not fift ¥ 3.':3:1'[:4 distant
from, the Ryhope Pit. This portion of the valley iz called Holli-
earr Sides, though it virtually forms the eastern termination of a
larger waterless valley named Tunstall Hope. Prior to the sink-
ing of the pit the eides of the glen would be nearly fifty feet
high; but that height has been ;_:I'Nl[l_r reduced '|i-:.' the depo-
gition of ballast in the viemity of the pit; and as the mouth
of the cave is at present on a level with the surface of the ballast
heap, its position origmally must have been about half way up
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the side of the glen, which was once undoubtedly stecp and
——— “h the accumulation of debris at the base has
1 it into a bank of half crag, half bram-

which so often characterize the

wxeavated is described by Mr.

tf‘(:' [/{:‘ ﬂ a Permian series of Durham ;
|

he Pseudo-brecciated Lime-
i ad general structure, and
e material for the for-
‘cations of several other
| nrhood.

e old face of the rock
us & narow passage, about two feet high and threc wide, descend-
ing gently as it advanced : it then enlarges somewhat, both
laterally and in height, though, so far as we huve been able to
examine if, it 1s never more than between three and four feet
high. On the east it is connected by a small opening with
another passage smaller than the first. As the whole of the
debris had not been removed at our last visit we are not quite
in a position to say that the end of the cave has been reached,
though from appearances it is probable that such may be the case.
The sides and top of the eave are somewhat irregular ; but where
the rock is hard it is worn smooth, or coated with cale-sinter.
The cave earth is composed of soil mixed with marl from the
sides. It does not seem to have been washed in; at least there
is no trace of its deposition by water. The bones—those belong-
ing to human subjects excepted—are scattered without any order
through the cave earth. All of them contain more or lesz animal
matter, the great majority having apparently lost very little of
it. A few however have lost considerably more than the others ;
these may be older, or they may have been less favourably placed
for preservation than the rest. None of them are in the least
degree fossilized. With the bones ocour numerous shells of Heliz
nemoralis, Littorina littorea, and Pafella vnlgata. Fragments of
small branches of trees are also common ; and in one instance we
observed a few small pieces of charcoal.

S TR















