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ﬂmmpﬂﬁ{ﬂmhﬂm intensity of
pt in different parts of the Reading Room, and
‘there are enmormous differences in the semsitive-
) of the human retina, it would seem quite a
atural and elementary requirement of oculistir
s to allow each reader to switch on or off che
irlﬂ'hh for himself.—Yours, &e.,
| Jan. 95. B. MALINOWSEI, Ph.D.

| TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING POST.

 Bm,—It is common knowledge that those who are
1satisfied with arrangements, in whatever matter il
smay be, rarely take up a pen to express that satis-
i faction, but I feel that it is not altogether just to
{the British Musenm Reading Room authorities to
L allow the statements of Mr. James Duff Erown to go
runchallenged. He states that the bulk of the staff
“ regard the public use of the Library as a neces
i sary evil”; as one, who for many months past ha
- used the Readers’ Room daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
‘f’el gay emphatically that statement is as unfounded
4s it is uncalled for. It would be impossible to find

their work, who are more assiducus in attend g be
the often unreasonable wants and reques « . thi
reader, or who take such unlimited trouble . iinding
the necessary books or references required by that
readar. .
Much has been iaid on the advisability of haviag a
* gubjec. index,” that of course, would be carried
nem. econ., but, failing that desirable addition to the
Library—which is bound to come sooner or later—the
present staff form a subject index in themselves. Mr.
:.';Eﬂ}ﬂ is apparently unaware that the staff arc com-
to pass a very stiff examination, 1d. iu order
to be gualified to enter for that examinution, must
have taken University honours. If that will not
help make a man a good librarian, I fail to see how
a commercial training would effect that desired re-
sult. The amount of work done by the staff is not
measured necessarily by that accomplished in the
Beaders’ Room itself—(which is sufficiently oneroms)—
where they are expected to be walking encyclopsdias,
but there are many other duties they perform un-
| seen in connection with the Library.
Mr. Brown says there are very many books which
' ought to be in the Library, but are not to be found;
{but he naively adds: “ Within my own experience
the deficiencies are chiefly in French, German, and the
Old English books."

 cause Mr. Brown has asked for some foreign book,
and has beem unable to procure it, he blames the
Museum authorities for not having had the prescience
to obtain a copy. It must be obvious to this gentle-
man that to anticipate the wants of
reader in the matter of foreign works would
entail the purchase of the world's output of books,
A suggestion book is kept in«the Readers’ Room, and
if & reader is unable to obigin a bock from the
Library because it is not there, he has but to enter
his name, and the title of the book required, and in
the majority of cases it is procured for the Library.
Ancther charge made by Mr. Brown is that of
favouritism on the pert of the staff towards certain

'a set of gentlemen who take a greater interest in |

However, when one comes to |
! amilyse this complaint, it amounts to this: that be- |

every ||

|| remarkable instance that oecurred to him. He says:

‘renders, and he

| olean and the reader so comfortable.—Yours, &c.,

proceeds to quote what he calls a

%1 had half s dozen books on my desk, and had re-
quisitioned other volumes, wheén to my surprise a note
‘was bronght, saying that 1 could not have any more
books out; my neighbour had on his desk a far larger
number.” In reply to that complaint, it is a well-
known fact that if the morning is dark, books cannot
be taken from the corriders in which they are, as,
there being no artificial light, the atiendants, natur-
ally, cannot see the titles an “ press mark.”” It i8
only in those circumstances that books cannot be
supplied ; and I unhesitatingly say from my own know-
ledge, that there is practically no limit to the
number of books a reasonable reader may have out
at the same time. Very possibly his neighbour was
using books “ kept "’ from the night before, or 11.::-1.'n1i.¢ﬂ;'[J
for them when the light was better. If there be any
ground for his statement of favouritism—which I
deny—it could only be that a cheerful reader is
naturally more popular thanone who, abusing a great
privilege, does not treat the staff with the courtesy
their own attention and civilily deserve.—Yours, &o.,
ARTHUR H. ENGELBACH. °

Surbiton, Jan. 25.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORKNING POST.
81n,—I have been specially interested in the articles |
and correspondence you have published on the British
Museum Library because I know it to bs the bast con-
ducted library of Burope. My experience with it goes
back to the days when Panizzi was still among us.
Later 1 had the privilege of numbering Dr. Gamett
among my close personal friepds, and he was one of the
first to help me with the foundation of the Dants
Society. So I think I am right in feeling sure that your
correspondent has made out things to be very much worse
than they ara.

I am not very particular about a subject index becanse
a clever man can always find what he wants by biblio-
graphies and catalogues. But here is & wery serious
point. When I buy foreign books from Continental pub-
lishers for my pupils I get them at a reduction of 33§
per cent. The British Museum buys thousands of such
books, and it should get a still greater reduction, or, in
other words, acquire all the volumes it wants at half the
published price. At present the Museum pays the full
price, and is charged at the mte of o shilling for
the franc, st the lowest reckoning 50 per cent. more than
ought to be paid. I think, too, the authoritios would be
wise to put out their binding contracts to tender.

I do not find that there are many books I want which
are not in the Museum, and whenever I have found that a
book I wanted was not in the Museum it has always been
gsent for, and I have had it in afew days. I do, however,
fasl that there is some littlo delay before readers are
able to get & newly-published book.

1 do not ngree with your correspondent in wanting the:
Museum open until later than it is now. The attendants
would be quite worn out if the samo set of men had
to do the work ; to double the staff would be an enor-
mous expensa, and T am sure very few pecple would make
use of it. I have, indeed, only praise and gratitude for
the Museum authorities, I know of no institution in
Europe where there is such kindliness and friendship and
such a desire to help, and further where the rooms Are so

Jan, 25. LUIGI RICOI,
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