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Tue following Lecture was written without the least
anticipation that it would at any time be printed. 1t has
been published in deference to the advice of several
friends, in whose judgment I have confidence, and who
have expressed to me a much higher opinion of its pro-
bable utility, than 1 had myself ventured to entertain.
A majority of the class of Students to which it is ad-
dressed are in a situation precisely similar to that of a
traveller entering a country with which he is altogether
unacquainted. A rapid sketch of the principal objects
of interest—directing his observation and inquiries to
those of real importance—and warning him of dangers to
be shunned, would furnish him with information that he
could hardly, at the commencement of his journey, prize
too highly. It is hoped that this Lecture may serve a
somewhat similar use in the hands of the young Medical
Student. If it shall be found to answer this purpose, or
to raise in any degree the standard of education amongst
the Students of the Richmond School of Medicine—which
I proposed to myself as a principal object in writing it—
the end for which it was written and is published will be
fully attained.












































































































