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to pay £20 to his son for taking his apprentice for the remainder
of his term of yearsl. From these cases it looks as if the
apprentices had paid a fairly high premium. This Peter Dent
was a well-known botanist, a friend of the celebrated John Ray.
His daughter married the vicar of Linton, who fought and won
against Pembroke College the great lawsuit concerning the
tithe of carrots.

From a chancery document it seems that ten years was
the period of apprenticeship for an apothecary. In 1501 an
apprentice was bound to an apothecary of Cambridge named
Richard Smith for ten years. By the terms of the agreement,
Smith was to teach his apprentice the art of an apothecary, to
provide him with meat, drink and clothing, and to send him
to the grammar school for a year—the latter with the object of
learning the necessary Latin. When he had served seven
years of his time, the boy ran away from his master, who
‘thereupon sued the boy's relative for damages. The reply was
that Smith had not given the boy his exhibition to the grammar
school, nor taught him the craft of apothecary, but had set him
to other labour, and had given him great strokes, penury and
hunger?,

Sometimes it is difficult to explain the status of Cambridge
surgeons, For instance, John Parman describes himself as a
surgeon of Bene't College in his will, made in September, 1545,
- According to Lamb’s History of Corpus he entered that College
in 1544, but nothing more is said of him. No licence for him
to praclise surgery appears in the Grace Books, and yet he
must have practised, as he directed his instruments to be sold
to pay his debts. The disposal of his goods he left to his
master, either the master of his college or a surgeon to whom
he was apprenticed®.

The next grade above the apothecary’s apprentice was his
assistant, and I can tell you a little about one of them who
died in 1603, namely “Thos. Rochell, apothecarie, late servant
to John Poley, apothecarie,” of Cambridge. Rochell must have

1 Tb., 1v. 309.
? Early Chancery Proceedings, %%7.
3 Univ. Wills, 1. 79.






























































































































































































































