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the past year a tumor was observed protruding from
the outer anterior surface of the eyeball and accom-
panied by much pain. Vision in the right eye re-
mained normal. The patient’s general health and

Fic. 1.—Case I.—Melanosarcoma of left eye, showing protruding
tumor.

nutrition were remarkably good until within a
month of her admission to the Presbyterian Hos-
pital, when she had frequent nausea with vomiting






the pancreas showed similar tumor structure.
The hepatic capillaries were smooth and glistening,
mottled blood-red. The liver tissue appeared firm
on section, but in some of the hemorrhagic areas an
inch in diameter there was a semi-fluid mass. The
pancreas presented small hemorrhagic nodules.

Striking features of this case were the long dura-
tion of the eye symptoms (three years), the preser-
vation of nutrition in much greater degree than is
usual with the carcinomas of the liver, and the ab-
sence of involvement of the stomach, despite the
frequent hematemesis.

As the patient was not seen until within a fort-
night of her death, it was difficult to determine
whether the primary focus of disease was in the
skin, eye or liver, but it is fair to assume that it was
in the eye, for there was no history of an early pig-
mented growth in the skin, the eye symptoms were
known to have lasted three years, and jaundice
from compression did not appear until shortly be-
fore death. Moreover, primary melanotic sarcoma
of the liver is almost unknown, and Hanot, in a re-
view of the subject, could find only one authentic ex-
ample. The coincident and relatively frequent in-
volvement of the eye and liver is as obscure a mor-
bid phenomenon as the origin of this rare form of
tumor itself. Dr. N. R. Norton has lately informed
me of a similar case of eye-liver association in sar-
coma occurring at the Lincoln Hospital. John S.
Thatcher® reported a case of melanosarcoma of the
eye in which the liver was secondarily involved, and
another of melanosarcoma of the liver alone.

Hirschberg (Berl. klin. Woch., 1905, Nos. 4 and
5) reported two cases of melanosarcoma of the eye
in which metastases were first observed in the liver
fully g years later.
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nique prevailing before that date, but collected g8
cases reported in the succeeding nineteen years.
Among a total of 520 cases of mediastinal
growths, nine of the sarcomata occurred in the
second decade of life. Eight years later Irving S.
| luynes® collected 18 more cases for an article in the
Loomis-Thompson System of Practical Medicine.’
Almost all the lymphosarcomata of the mediasti-
num are primary. They are of very rapid develop-
ment, and usually involve the anterior mediastinum,
originating in the thymus or tracheo-bronchial
lymph nodes. Haynes suggests that the foreign ma-
terial absorbed from the lungs or bronchi after in-
halation and conveyed to the lymph nodes may prove
an exciting cause by irritation. Sarcoma is the most
frequent variety of histogenetic tumor occurring in
the mediastinum, outnumbering the carcinomata
three or four to one. The latter tumors, moreover,
usually involve the posterior mediastinum, where

there are more varieties of tissue from which they

may develop, and they grow more slowly than the
sarcomata, giving time for constitutional symptoms
to arise. The case above reported corresponds in
the site, rapidity of growth and absence of constitu-
tional symptoms with these observations. Except-

ing the obvious swelling of the neck, the patient
both looked and felt almost perfectly well until

within the hour of his death.

Case IT1I. Melanosarcoma of Skin, Lungs, Heart,
and other Organs—In contrast with the few
secondary growths in the previous case, 1s that
of a woman still under observation, who with
sarcomata of the lung presents 185 tumors of
the skin and superficial lymph nodes.  Her
history, in brief, is as follows: The patient is an
Austrian, 40 years of age, formerly employed in a
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demonstrable visceral involvement is in the left
lung, which appears solid from the base to
above the angle of the scapula. A radio-
graph (Fig. 6) shows this portion of the lung
to be absolutely air free, aspiration gives a
negative result, and the physical signs are those
of dense consolidation over this same area in
which the patient has complained of pain and op-
pression. All the other viscera appear normal. The
only adequate explanation of the prolonged high
septic temperature would appear to lie in some dis-
turbance of metabolism connected with the very
rapid dissemination of so many new growths, but it
was not accompanied by marked emaciation. In
other reported cases of this type no mention is made
of such a phenomenon, but it is well known that a
similar irregular fever may occur during the course
of Hodgkin’s disease.

Blood examination 1s as follows: Hemoglobin,
67 per cent. ; red cells, 4,840,000 ; leucocytes, 25,800;
polynuclear cells, 82 per cent; transitional, 2; large
mononuclear, 5; lymphocytes, g; basophiles, 0.5;
eosinophiles, 1; many plates. The last day of De-
cember, 1909, the patient attempted to get out of
bed unaided and fractured the neck of the right
femur. As the violence was trivial, the accident
suggested abnormal brittleness of the bone. A par-
tial fracture was demonstrated by the .-ray.
(Autopsy showed the fracture to have been due to
a metastasis in the bone.)

Previous to entering the hospital the patient had
some sort of serum treatment, the nature of which
could not be determined, but the result was nega-
tive. I asked Dr. William B. Coley to see the pa-
tient, and he was of the opinion that the case was
of melanotic type, and not amenable to treatment by

s
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—The following case of lymphosarcoma of the
stomach was operated upon by the late Andrew ]J.
McCosh at the Presbyterian Hospital, and has not
previously been reported :

The patient was a housewife, 39 years of age,
who for a year had complained of gastric symptoms,
mainly pain and vomiting, accompanied by loss of
weight. Melena was present, and free hydrochloric
acid was absent from the stomach contents. A mass
of considerable size could be palpated in the epi-
gastrium. A gastrectomy was performed, when
the mass, which was the size of an egg, was found
to occupy the pyloric end of the stomach, extending
into the greater curvature. No secondary nodules
were discoverable.

The tumor mass removed from the stomach
measured 6 x 4 cm. It was hard and glistening, and
composed of small round cells, larger than lympho-
cytes, imbedded in a small amount of stroma. The
mass destroyed the submucous coat, and remains of
the muscular coat were distributed through it.
There was much lymphoid tissue also in the muscu-
lar coat, and the neighboring mucous membrane pre-
sented many ecchymoses.

Virchow?! in his classical work, “Die krankhaften
Geschwiilste,” stated the general proposition that
“almost all those organs which show a great pre-
dilection for malignant tumor formation have little
tendency to beget metastases, and conversely,” yet
the visceral sarcomata present so much variation in
metastasis that it would seem unwise, with our
present knowledge, to apply any such general rule
to them.

Most of the 43 sarcomata received into the
Second Division service of Bellevue Hospital dur-
ing the past five years were sent in for operation,
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