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neglect or accident it may be wise to remove the corresponding
one in the opposite jaw, if for any reason an artificial one can-.
not be put in.

Decay. The teeth should be watched and examined
frequently lest one should begin to decay. This is all
important from the first, but especially from the sixth year,
when the first permanent one comes through. Should decay
occur it must be treated at once; il neglected the following
results, among others, may occur :—

1. Toothache. This should never occur, but when
it does it is not merely a local trouble in a tooth. It causes
considerable constitutional and nervous disturbance. The
digestion is upset and the ordinary work or lessons cannot be
done properly.

2. Gumboil. This is a small superficial abscess on
the gum caused by infection from poison in a decayed tooth.

3. Abscess of the jaw. If the poison cannot
work its way out through the gum, it may burrow down over
the jaw bone and form a large abscess on the face. When

this heals, which may not be for many months, or just so long
as it is neglected, a permanent scar and deformity result.

4. Necrosis of the jaw. If the matter cannot
cscape outwards, the jaw bone itself may get diseased and
part of it may die, and then there must follow an operation.

5. Enlarged glands. The poison may go down
into the neck glands and make them large and tender, and
abscesses may form in them.

6. Offensive breath is a common result of a
neglected mouth. Many people find it difficult to get employ=

ment if they suffer in this way.

Dirty teeth. The mouth may be likened to an un=
aired damp cupboard, where no one would dream of storing
eatables. :

If particles of food are left in the mouth they go bad as
food will do if left in a warm moist place. The putrid food
not only leads to decay in the teeth themselves but it is always
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