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in Cancer,” quote the following as * either actu-
ally in favor of recognizing a hereditary causal
factor or at least not opposed to it ”’: Paget,
Velpeau, Virchow, Baker, Roger Williams, Es-
march, Billroth, Tillmann, Dietrich, and others.

Among those quoted in the same report, Moore,
Harrison Cripps, Snow and Brand were not
inclined to attach much if any importance to
heredity as a causal factor in the production of
cancer. ‘‘ Brand reasons that the occurrence
of cancer in several members of a family, whose
parents have succumbed to it, cannot be accepted
as evidence of heredity, but it can and ought to
be accepted as evidence of infection from an
obvious source.” Snow attributes the disease
not to inheritance, but to chance or infection.

In this connection may be mentioned the state-
ment made by Chantemesse and Podwyssotsky:
““ When the microbic nature of cancer becomes
recognized, all the clinical history of that malady,
its mode of propagation, ete., will correspond
perfectly with its parasitic etiology. Heredity
of the neoplasm will become then inheritance of
a predisposition to allow of the implantation of
the parasite.”

Statisties might be multiplied ad infinitum to
convince the doubting that heredity plays an
important part in the etiology of cancer, but
since most of these might apply with equal force
to the side of infection, it would be profitless to
quote more. It will be seen, however, from what
has been given, that if the subject ever affords
any conclusive evidence on either side it will be
only after much further investigation than has
yet been recorded.

Congenital transmission. — This subject is even
more obscure than is that of heredity, and alse
furnishes a field for careful observation and study.
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