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conditions and its power, can do more to meet the needs of our own time
than bring some material return, It is an energy to ennoble every
condition and every circumstance of the simplest human life.

Dr. R. D. Roeerts said : It may be convenient if 1 state briefly what
has already been done jn this direction by Cambridge. The University
of Cambridge, nnder a special statute, formulated last year an affiliation
scheme, nnder which any centre, where due provision is made for carrying
on a regular course of work for a period of years, may become affiliated
to the %niversitrjr. A student desiring the privileges of affiliation must

o through a course of study which includes eight courses of twelve
ectures and classes each. He must do regular weekly work for the
lecturer, and pass the examination, conducted by an outside examiner
appointed by the University, at the end of each course. He must, in
addition, pass an examination in elementary mathematics and languages.
The privileges of affiliation which a student satisfying all these con-
ditions may enjoy are: (1) That he is excused the previous examination
(““the little go"); and (2)he may enter for a tripos examination at the end
of two years’ instead of three years' residence; (3) that he is entitled to be
styled * Student affiliated to t{e University of Cambridge.” This scheme
has already been adopted by five towns, as Dr. Westcott intimated. Mr.
Moulton, who is giving the first affiliation course at these centres, has sent
me the following interesting report on the work. Dr. Roberts then read
the report, in which Mr. Moulton stated that the Affiliation scheme
had brought a large accession of students from mnew sources.
There was especially an increase in the number of yvoung men, a class
whom it had been hardest to attract hitherto; and a large proportion of the
new comers were persons connected with primary education. One of the
difficulties in carrying the scheme, he said, was the impression prevailin
in some quarters that the Extension System was educationally loose an
a mx.kes%iﬁ;. and that it would prove a back door through which lazy
people would get a University degree. The fact is that the test we impose
of requiring steady work, to the satisfaction of the lecturer, all through
the term, instead of trusting merely to an examination at the end, tends
to raise the standard of our education without the danger of pressure at
particular periods. This is illustrated by the fact that out of 242 students
who were registered as intending to take the Affiliation course at New-
castle, only 121 reached the standard in weekly work, and were thus
entitled to enter for the final examination. Mr. Moulton, in his report, then
went on to speak of the effect of the Affiliation scheme on the steadiness and
continnity of work. He pointed out that already a great impulse had
been given to the Students’ Associations, which meet weekly to diseuss
difficulties before sending in their exercises to the lecturer. The effect of
such meetings upon the character of the answers sent in has been most
remarkable, and if the promise of this first year is maintained he believes
that Students' Associations will be found to have solved some of our
greatest difficulties, besides aﬁﬂrdinimachinery by which private readin
and study can be kept alive during the interval between one session a.ns
another. Finally, Mr. Moultonsays: *“Itis perhaps presumptuous for one
who will not be present at the Conference to offer any remarks on the
proper policy to pursne. But as I have been engaged in the practical
work of the University Extension movement, hnﬂg teaching and organ-
ising, now for fourteen years withont intermission, I may, perhaps, be
permitted to put briefly some of the impressions made on me by my
experience.

“1. I believe that the general method of teaching, known as the
* University Extension System,’ and turning upon the prominence given





















































































