A study of some casts of the infantile pharynx : with special reference to
the Eustachian tube ; A note on Eustachian obstruction ; Partial
bibliography of recent papers relating to the Eustachian tube / by William
C. Braislin.

Contributors

Braislin, William C. 1865-1948.
Royal College of Surgeons of England

Publication/Creation

New Bedford, Mass. : Mercury, printers, 1909.
Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cOrfuaxr

Provider

Royal College of Surgeons

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. The original may be consulted at The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. where the originals may be consulted.
Conditions of use: it is possible this item is protected by copyright and/or
related rights. You are free to use this item in any way that is permitted by
the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other
uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s).

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org






















CASTS OF THE INFANTILE PHARYNZX. b

point, and this is likewise the part of the naso-pharyngeal
cavity of the least vertical diameter.

The mouths of the tube lie, relatively to the septum. more
posteriorily in the infant than i the adult. Instead of
being on a direet plane with the septal edege as in the adult
they are 14 ineh posterior to it. This discrepancy is due
to the lesser development of the vomer in the new-born.

Traces of the salpingo-pharyneeal and the salpingo-pala-
tine folds, one or both, may be noticed in the infantile
pharynx. These follow the long axis of the eavity in both

i, 4.

Transverse vertical section just anterior to opening of posterior
narez showing their triangular appearance,

cases 8o that they extend more nearly horizontally in the
new-born than, as in the adult, vertieally,

The mouths of the Eustachian tube are relatively more
nearly on a level with the floor of the nares than in the
adult. They are bounded above by the prominences of the
Eustachian cartilages while the lower lip merges into the
floor of the cavity (soft palate). The museles underlying
the mueons membrane at this point, the levator and tensor






CASTE OF THRE INFANTILE PHARYNX T

body of the sphenoid, articulates in the new-born with only
the anterior half of the inferior surface of the sphenoid, in
other words, it 15 relatively as well as actually smaller in
the infant. The ethmoid, together with the bones of
the face, have yet to undergo the development which in-

ereases so greatly the nasal mucous surface.

L R

Cross-section of the pharyngeal mouth of the Bustachian tube
The darker tizsue (enlarged 7 diameters) Author's specimen, The
line of darker tissue at the left shows the HEustachlan cartilaze
divided at its anterior, free, extremity.

The superior maxillary bones ineluding the hard palate
(palate processes) are relatively small.

In the new-horn the nares are apparently of inferior rela-
tive importance, while the pharynx from its greater length
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.za]:pv:m-: to be of relatively superior importance. It seems
probable that in infancy a greater relative amount of the
funetion of warming and moistening the respiratory stream
is performed by the pharyngeal mucous and lymphoid tissues
than by the nasal surfaces.

i 7.

Cross-sectlon of the tube, 2 em. from pharyngeal mouth. Shows
folds of mucous moembrane within tube and relation to tensor
musclesz, Kindly photographed from the author's specimen by DD
Edward L. Oatman, {(Highly magniified.)

The dimensions of the infantile naso-pharynx (from the
average measurements of my series of casts of twelve speei-
mens) are, width at fossae of Rosenmiiller and also at
Eustachian tube mouths, 1.4 em. (14 1neh), depth, at plane
of tubal orifices 4 em. (3-16 inch) to .8 em. (14 inech) or







































































































































