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MEDICINE IN ITS RELATION TO HUMAN PROGRESS. 3

the ecclesiastical blight of the Dark Ages, medicine in Egypt and
Arabia advanced with the improving conditions of civilization in
those lands.

Hand in hand with the march of civilization have gone the
advancements in medicine. To-day the practitioner of medicine
lives closest to the lives of the people. No other vocation brings
men so close to the home. The clergyman knows people at their
best; the lawyer knows them at their worst; the doctor knows
them as they are. And yet the doctor is the most misunderstood
of men. He strives to inhibit the very conditions from which he
gains his livelihood. He conducts societies for the preservation
of the public health; he strives for the prevention of diseases; he
works to perfect means for shortening the duration of diseases;
and, finally, he disseminates his knowledge of these things to all
lands. He gives his knowledge to all the world and claims no
proprietorship in anything which his colleague may use for the
benefit of humanity. He patents nothing. Medical societies have
opened their libraries to the public, from which the layman may
learn to take care of his health and his family's. The physicians
of the world are united into local societies, into national organiza-
tions, and finally into international congresses which meet and co-
operate for these ends. No reputable physician has any medical
information which his brother physician may not have freely for
the asking. Are the lawyers of the world banded together to dis-
seminate knowledge for the prevention of litigation? Have the
tailors united in an effort to secure greater permanence in styles?
Did Sheffield invite Pittsburg to a conference to teach her the
secrets of steel? No: these are businesses. The layman is en-
gaged in business and cannot understand these things.

The physician is misunderstood by the lawyer because, on ac-
count of these very things, the lawver looks upon him as a poor
business man. The public does not see that philanthropy has any
place in business. None but a doctor can judge a doctor. The
layman’s judgment as to who is the most capable physician is
apt to be wrong, for the reason that he measures by standards
which we do not recognize. If the layman were wise he would
employ a physician to advise him whom to employ to treat him.

As civilization and the mental development of the race have
their erratic deviations, so are there kindred erratic exhibitions
of medicine. As there are Anarchists and Dowieites, Socialists
and Spiritualists, so are there Eddyites and Homeopaths, Oste-
opaths and Healers. These are not backward steps; they are the






