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OF THE

EXPEDIENCY and UTILITY, &c

-

A LL thofe advantages which -diftinguith civilized from barbarous and favage
nations, have firft arifen from, and are preferved by their pofleffion of the

arts, and a knowledge -of the fciences on which they are founded: And if
among civilized nations there are {fome which -excel others, this fuperiority
15 1n proportion to the degree and extent to which they have carried the arts

and 1{ciences.

Amongft the various arts which contribute to the good of mankind in fociety,
there is perhaps no one that holds a more diftinguithed rank than that of medicine,
fince, while it is capable of affording relief to fome of the greateft diftreffes
that affli& human nature, and prefents the ftrongeft proofs of the infinite wifdom
and goodnefs of the Great Creator, it at the fame time fuggefts the moft pow-
erful motives to the practice of every religious and focial duty.

For reafons like thefe, the improvement of Phyfic and Surgery, has, in all
ages, in every civilized country, been an objeét of attention and encouragement

with princes, public bodies, great and geod men.

But unlefs thefe arts be cultivated with affiduity, and proper methods of
inftruction employed for fuch as are to pradtice them, the advantages which
mankind a&ually derwve from them may fall far thort of what they are capable
of affordmg. If they be not promoted with induftry by fuch as are in the
practice of them, future difcoveries and inventions for the benefit of mankind,
muft ceafe, and former ones be loft and forgotten. And if proper and effe¢tual

methods be not adopted in the education of young perfons m thefe arts, then,
' though



e
though fome few may poflefs them in a high degree of perfe&ion, they may,

neverthelefs, with the generality of practitioners, be in a very imperfect
ftate, and even prove pernicious and deftructive, inftead of ufeful and falutary.

[t were to be wifhed that experience had never afforded examples of the
truth of this obfervation ; but unhappily it 1s otherwife. In private practice,
the difference between a {lilful and unfkilful pratitioner can hardly ever, or
very feldom be determined, fince the perfons who are witnefles.of the proceed-
ings, want either opportunities of making a proper comparifon, or abilities to
judge of the diference ; but in the navy and army, judicious, attentive and .
humane officers, poffefling thefe Qualifications, have been enabled to make g |
proper diftinction. 3 |

In the beginning of the late war, many young gentlemen obtained Sur-
gical appointments in the navy and army, who, to the great diftrefs of mind: i
of many of our brave officers, and greatly to the injury of our valuable failors
and foldiers, proved not to have been properly inftruGed in the principles, and -
thence to have been greatly deficient in the practice of their profeflion.* ‘

T A————

On this account the Examiners of the Surgeons’ Company, prompted by
their zeal for the prefervation of the lives aud health of fuch ufeful menibers
of fociety, publifhed the following Declaration.. |

“SURGEONS’ THEATR E, Oaber 21, 1779: ?3

“ T'ue Court of Examiners having been under the very difagreeable neceflity
“ of refufing even the loweft qualification. to fome young GENTLEMEN, who
¢ latelv came before them to be examined, on account of* their total ignorance =
* of Anatomy and Surgery, they think it therefore incambent on them to give &
““ this. Public Notice, That for the fafety of his Majefty’s fubjeéts, both. by fea
¢ and land, no Gentleman can be admitted at this theatre to any Qualification
“ whatever in Surgery, unlefs he underftands Anatomy, and is acquainted with:
““ the operative parts of Surgery. -

<« And the Court think, That it is the more neceflary that a fea Surgeon
¢ thould. be very intelligent in his profeffion, as his fituation deprives him of8

* Although war is at an end, the reafons for providing the means of qualifying young: gentlemen for =
practice in the navy or army are as cogeat as ever, fince it would be too late to-det about the i:.furll, 1
ail the good purpofes intended, when, unhappily, we may be engaged in another war,—It is at the &
Leginming that Surgical Afliftants are moft wanted ; and the means of qualification fhould undoubtedly be:
veady, and as calily obtainable as pofiible.,
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- #¢ the advantage of Confultation, and obliges him to depend on his own judg-
 ment in the moft important cafes, both in Phyfic and Surgery. It is there-
¢ fore hoped that no perfon will propofe himfelf to the Court of Examiners

' % who is not qualified as above, as they will neceflarily be refufed any Qualifi-
s cation.” ¥ ...

That ftudents of Phyfic or Surgery may be rendered fpmp&rly qualified for
the practice of their profeflion, an attendance upon an hofpital 1s indifpenfibly
neceflary 3 for thought by other means they may be taught the principles,
without this they can never become expert in the practice of it. = So great is the
utility of hofpitals in this refpect, that it may reafonably admit of a queftion,
whether more immediately,. from the relief they afford to the poor afflicted
with difeafes, or more remotely, from the general good they produce to the
world, by improving the knowledge and fkill of the Medical Gentlemen em-
ployed in them, and properly qualifying ftudents for the practice of their profef~
fion, they more deferve the countenance of humanity, religion, and found pohicy.+

But an attendance upon an hofpital, however neceflary, 13 by no means, alone
fufficient to qualify ftudents in Medicine for the practice of their profeflion : it
38 further required that they be properly inftructed in the principles on which
-only a found praice can be founded.

As it is neceflary that fFudents of medicine who attend hofpitals, fhould
be mftruéted n the principles of their profeflion ; and as thefe are deduced from
different branches of knowledge which it 1s, therefore, proper they thould ftudy,

* Vide an article-at -the end..

- % Since the writing of this paper, ‘a very remarkable paffage in a moft-excellent fermon, prcnche&-br

the Right Reverend the Bifhop of Litchficld and Coventry, betore the Governors of the London Holpital,

at their anniverfury, and fince publifhed, hath been {Uggefted to the writers. It is {o expreflive and cor-

‘rocborative of the prisciple maintained in the above paragraph, that it wasjndged proper to infert it

f'ﬂ;t Right Reverend Author having fpoken of feveral advantages arifing from an hofpital, proceeds as
OWS 3 :

¢ Before I conclude, there is yet another light in which I fhall remind you of its- peculiar merit, It
“ is a nurfery for the ufetul fcience of medicine, its advantages in this sefpect are not confined to the
*¢ walls of the hofpital icfelf, bur are exiended over the whole race of rmankind. The molt eminent
& pﬂ&itinnbrs in every branch of medicine attend'; and ihe recovery of ihe Palients is but one of the
# good purpofes an{wered by their attendance. Expericnce is the mother of this [cience, which hath
¢ ever profited more by oblervation and practice, than by theery and the labor of the clofet.  Thus the
¢ treafures of knowledge ire increafed in this wnftance, by the cxercife of our charity.  Virtue and fei-
* ence go hand in hand to the advancement of the honor ot God, und the welfare of mankind. At the
f4i-time that we relieve the prefent nceefty of our patieats, we tracimit to poflerity a more intimate
¢ knowledge of God’s capital work, the frame and conftitution of man, together with all the benefits.to.
¢ be derived from a good and well condudted hofpital,”

fo
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fo the experience of learned menfor ages paft has evineed, that the moft effe€tual
method of conveying this knowledge is by lectures, Hence this methed has
been adopted in every part of Europe, and in America. In Great Britain, in
particular, 1t i1s employed in the Univerfities, at the College of Phyficians, at
the Surgeons’ Theatre, &c. It follows, therefore, that Eudentﬂ who attend
an hofpital for the ftudy of medicine, thould be taught the different branches
of knowledge relating to it, by means of lectures.

But the Le&ures fhould be  read in the hofpital which they attend,
for, by this mean the inftruétion conveyed will be more efficacious, as
the teacher will have continual opportunities of exemplifying and confirming
by pratice the principles he teaches ; it will alfo be much more convenient,
and fave a great deal of valuable time to the ftudents; befides, if they are
under the neceffity of going to a diftant place for neceflary iiftruion, their
due attention to their bufinefs at the hofpital muft be diminifhed, and the
patients under their care be more or lefs neglected.

And further, much of the executive part of the bufinefs of hofpitals necefla~
rily refts on the pupils: to fit them therefore for the proper performance of their
duties, as early as pofiible after their admiffion, muft be very defirable. But
this end can no cther way be fo effectually accomplithed as by the means under
confideration.

From what has been already obferved, the importance and expediency of
inftituting Le&ures on the different branches of knowledge appertaining to
Phyfic and Surgery, at-the Lonpon HospiTaL, mult be very obvious.*

But we may add that the fituation and circumftances of this hofpital are fuch
as render it peculiarly adapted for this purpofe; for befides the advantages it
poflefles in common with every other hofpital, 1t is remote from places of diffi-
pation, which might draw off the attention of f{tudents from what ought to be
their proper objects. And, were the different branches of knowledge be-
longing to medicine properly taught in the hofpital, it would be a mean of
raifing its credit and reputation, as the want of this, and the neceflity the
ftudents  are now under of going daily to other places for that inftrution
which is required, are well known to have had an oppofite effeét, that is, to
leflen it in the eftimation of many. '

* The Governors of Hofpitals of the higheftyeputation juftly confider #eaching as naturally connetted |
with ciring, and of the greateft importance to the interefts of mankind, and have accordingly provided
the moft ample, and fome of them magnificent conveniences for the purpofe,

The i
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| The friends of the Hofpital would do well ferioufly to confider in what
 really does confift the reputation of an hofpital ; and the good or evil that muft
' neceflarily flow from the pofleflion or want of it. It may truly be faid of public
inftitutions as of private perfons, that to be a bankrupt in reputation is worfe:
 than to be fo in property. Riches may follow reputation ; but when this is
gone, the fource of riches will fail, and the fineft edifices and beft defigns go-
to decay, Hofpitals of the greateflt celebrity, where every mean is employed,
every accommodation afforded for feaching as well as ﬂrar’:‘fgﬁng the healing art,
will inform us in what does confift the reputation of this kind of mfhitution.
\ | .
The London Hofpital has always experienced the bad confequences arifing
from the pupils attending Le&ures in different parts of the town. The
Rules require that certain pupils thould refide conftantly in the houfe, that
in the abfence, Surgeons they may be reddy to adminifter relief in cafe
of accidents happening either to patients in the hofpital, or to fuch as may
be occafionally brought thither. ~ Yet thefe rules have been often and un-
avoidably infringed, and. patients in the moft dangerous conditions, requiring
mmediate affiftance, have, in confequence of the refident pupils being ata
diftance, attending leCtures, been perhaps for hours without the neceflary
means of relief..

This evil has been long complained of, and frequent attempts have been:
made to remedy it ; but no regulation has yet been found fufficient ; nor can:
it be prevented ’till the neceflary inftruétion which the ftudents require be-
comes obtainable within the hofpital, and thereby the neceflity they are
under of feeking it in diftant places, removed.. i

For the Iaft two years, however, that anatomy has been taught by leGures
at the hofpital, the candid vifitors have acknowledged that the pupils have
been much more in the houfe, aud the evil fo far leflened ; but ftill they are
obliged to go to other hofpitals to be inftructed. in chemiftry, materia me-
dica, &c.*

But

* No one can doubt that the hofpital muft acquire many friends, and’ a diffufion of intereft from the
greater number of pupils educated within its walls. The predile€tion for a place, which har afforded us
the principles of learning, is well known to be always ftrong, and leads to every mean of promoting its
intereft and credit; and, indeed, many inftances might be adduced in proof of advantages having flowed
from this fource to the London Mofpital,

If it fhould be poffible for any one to judge in fo-extraordinary a manner; as to fuppofe the Phyficians
and Surgeons concerned, capabie of regarding their own intereft or honour abftractedly, not adverting to
the hofpital ; fuch a one would do well to confider, that,agreeably to their own notions, this cannot be
the cafe, for, in reality, the Phyficians and Surgeons, “as to. reputation. or other benefits, muit always

' rile



“But whilit the teaching of the feveral branches of knowledge appertain-
ing to Medicine, at the London Hofpital,-is of fuch unqueftionable 1mpor-
tance and expediency, the proper conveulences for this purpofe are wanted 3
and the fanction of the Governors to a meafure for fupplying this defe® was
the requeft of the Medical Gentlemen of the Hofpital.

They could not doubt but in fo large a body, there would be found good
fenfe and liberality enough to juftify and encourage them in the undertaking, .
The following account will prove that their confidence was well founded ; and
they truft that while their endeavours are fo dire¢ted as, at leaft, to have a ten-
dency to raife the reputation, and not to affect a farthing of the property of the

Hofpital, they fhall be ftill {piritedly {upported.

T an Extraordinary and very numerous General Court, held the sth day
of February laft, for the confideration of the following and other matters,
the Phyficians and Surgeons reprefented,

¢ ‘That, in their opinion, the teaching of the {everal branches of Phyfic
and Surgery by Lectures at the Hofpital, would promote the credit and intereft
of the Inftitution ; that the prefent accommodations are inadequate to fuch an
undertaking ; they therefore requefted leave to erect a new building.”

After the Petition had been maturely confidered, the following queftion was
put, and carried in the affirmative, viz.

¢ Whether it be the pleafure of this General Court to give the Medical Gen-
tlemen leave to build, or caufe to be built, a Theatre at the Eaft end of the

rife or fink with the charity, and, therefore, to fupport that in a manner the moft acceptable to the
public, muft-always redound to their fame and advantage.

If benefits thould arife to the Le@urers in return for their labour, this cannot furely with any reafon
or juftice be brought in argument againit the propricty of the meafure ; nor, from this wiil candid men
fu; pole that they are lefs aCtuaréd by the trueft zeal for the intercft and credit of the inftitution. The
genereus part of the Governors will undoubtedly be happy to find, thar the gentlemen who devote the
greateft pare of their time to the fervice of the charity, can, through their induftry, derive from it any
fhare ot emolument and reputation.

As to that kind of oppofition, and thofe meafures, if fuch there fhould be, which flow from envy, from
pricde, felt-intereit, malevolence, or prejudice, they cannot be combated in a paper defigned only to
explain in the moft imple and candid manner fome firiking and interefting fu¢ts, on the fuppofition of a
candid and generous attention. Peifons aétuated by fuch mean paifions and motives, muit be
left to the cosrection of divines and moralifts, and the lathes of conlcience,

Hofpital,



, L R

{pital *, according to the ptayer of their petition, -provided no additional
gpence be brought upon this:Hofpital, as already eftablithed by Charter ; and
vithout any claim from any fubfcriber to the requefted Theatre to become a
vernor, or to vote in any General Court or Committee, in confequence of

h fubfeription

At a Quarterly General Court, held the sth of March, the above refolution
as unanimoufly confirmed, and a committee appointed for conducting the un-
ertaking.

The faid committec having held feveral meetings have finally agreed on a
lan, and the Phyficians and Surgeens, concerned in giving Lectures, are now
t liberty to execute the fame.

The following gentlemen have liberally agreed to receive Subfcriptions, viz.

James Rondeau, Efq. Chairman, Savage Gardens,
Nathantel Allen, Efq. King Edward’s Stairs,
Thomas Blunt, Efg. Cornhill,

Thomas Conway, Efg. Morton Park, near Epfom,
John Harris, Efg. Cooper’s-row, Crutched-friars,
Bufick Harwoed, Efq. Chrift College, Cambridge,
Alexander Higginfon, Efq. Bedford-{quare,

Samuel Davey Liptrap, Efq. Mile End,

Coverdale Richardfon, E{q. Mile End, and
‘George Woolfe, Efg. Wellclofe-{qnare.

As every mark of refpe& is due to the promoters of {cience and public un-
dertakings, it is intended that fome lafting memorial of the generofity of the en-
eouragers of this defign fhall be executed.

"The executive part of this undertaking, as far as relates to the bwilding, has
fallen to the lot of two of the parties engaged, and thefe gentlemen are deter-
mined to exert themfelves in 1t to the utmoft of their power. Fully convinced
of the truth and re&itude of the principles on which the concern has been, and
will continue to be condulted, they have not the lealt doubt of experiencing,

¥ The'building, aceording tothe plan adopted, will be perfectly detached from the Hofpital.

“4 To obviate the poflibility of any wifconftrution of this Refolution, it may be proper to remark,
ithat not any part of the expence of the undertaking isto be paid for out of the property of the hofpiral.

hereafter,
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hereafter, the moft perfe& and general approbation of the friends of the inftit
tion : but whether they fhould be fo happy to meet this or not, they will fti
unremittingly endeavour to merit their goad opinion.

JAMES MADDOCKS, M.D.
May 29, 1783,
WILLIAM BLIZARD, Surgeoen.

N. B. As fully as poffible to anfwer the important intention of qualify-
ing young gentlemen for the fervice of his Majefty’s navy ; and that con
tratted circumftances may not be a barrier againft the pretenfions of genius,
merit, and induftry ; it is propofed, as a principle, in the future profecution of
the courfes of anatomy, phyfiology, and Surgery, conftantly to allow a certain
number of ftudents to attend gratis. They thall be bona fide either in, orin-
tended for, the fervice of the navy.—The manner of the recommendation of
fuch gentlemen, fo as to avoid incurring any diftin¢tion, fhall be fettled before
tbe commencement of the next courfe in O&ober, and due notice given.
It 1s intended to requeft the advice of the Navy Board and Navy Agents
on this fubject. .




