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ADVERTISEMENT.

ANY Perfon who thould have neither time nor

inclination to perufe the whole of the fol-
lowing Letter, will find the {ubftance of it in the
Abftra& annexed. Some Gentlemen may perhaps
be of opinion that two or three pages would have
been fufficient to recommend the neceflity and im-
portance of {fuch an inftitution as is herein defcrib-
ed; and fhould this Letter be deemed either too
diffufe or too florid, the Author’s only excufe is,
that he wifthed in fome meafure, to enliven a Sub-
je€t dry in itlelf and uninterefting to the generality
of Readers. As to the fcheme now offered, he
hopes no apology is neceflary, for what was dic-
tated by humanity and a fincere regard for his fel-

low-
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low-creatures, It is indee:l a ferious and a weighty
matter ; there is not a man in this country who
may not have a vital intereft in it; but whatever
be the ifflue, the Author will acquielce in the de-

termination of the higher powers with a refpe&ful

{ilence.

A Letter



A Letter to the K I N G.

SIRE,

T is with fingular pleafure and fatisfattion, that at a period
like the prefent, I can addrefs Your MAjESTY on afubje&,

in which no party, no invidious diftinction of fe, neither
Whig nor Tory, neither Proteftant nor Papift, is peculiarly
interefted; but a fubje&, on whofe iffue eventually depends
the well-being of high and low, rich and poor, one with
another, I come with no fcheme of reconciliation with vour
Colonies ; nor fhallI depié& the fcenes difplayed in the troubled
Weftern World; I am contented in filence to pray for the
peace of all Your MajesTv’s dominions. My prefent pro-
vince admits neither of wit nor ingenuity ; the theme is ferious,
the language and allufions muft be confonant to it ; the graces
and embellifhments of diction, I willingly refign to abler

writers
Nos Veri dogma feverum,
Trifte fonant pulf noftrd teftudine chorde. *

The fubje& on which I have undertaken to difcourfe, is of
the very fir(t importance to any Nation: the HEALTH of the

inhabitants of a powerful and opulent country, ought always to

+ Anti-Lucret: L. 1

B occupy
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occupy a large fpace in the thoughts of it’s Governors ; which
I am happy to fay it has effetually done, particularly of late
vears, as well with refpect to the metropolis of England, as
cities and towns of inferior note. By the attention of men of
abilities to phyfical knowledge and their ufeful inventions, the
nature of that fubtile element which we inhale every moment
of our lives, has been more accurately inveftigated, the per-
nicious effeCs of it in a corrupted ftate difplayed, 2nd proper
methods fuggefted to counteralt thofe effe¢ts: but above all,
the moft falutary means have been difcovered to preferve it’s
purity, and prevent the fatal calamities which have been fo
frequently experienced. We can now, without the terror of
former times, behold the gates of our prifons unbarred, and
their unfortunate tenants brought forth in the Courts of
Juftice; we no longer tremble for the fafety of the venerable
guardians of our laws, who have often perifhed in the execu-
tion of their hallowed office, by the peftilence which walked

abroad at noon-day.

I contemplate with a patriot’s rapture, the improvements
in Your Majéfty’s marine department, and the peculiar atten=
tion which has been paid to that ufeful and g:llant race, who
hazard their lives in the {ervice of their country, or {pread the
fail of commerce in diftant regions; who vindicate with
Britith thunder the honour of Your MajesTY’s throne, or
enrich vyour dominions with the treafures of other climes.
When I confider thefe bleflfed circumftances, when I fee that
fatal diforder, that hydra of navigation and opprobrium of

medicine, the feurvy, quelled by preventive art, and not fuf-
fered
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fered to rear it’s livid creft in unoppofed triumph amid the
‘world of waters ; can I forbear to fhed one tributary tear over
the recert grave of that unrivalled MARINER, who dared with
undaunted prow to ftem the defolate abyfs of untried oceans, to
withftand the fury of confliting elements, and make difcovery
where he faw no fun. I can lament his melanchely cataftrophe
as a public calamity ; and I could firike the ftring of national
forrow in a more lengthened ftrain, if this were the proper
place; but I principally here deplore his lofs in @ medical light.
HE was the man who firlt demonftrated the power of an un-
remitted attention to feemingly minute circumitances in fea
affairs, to air, cleanlinefs, and choice of diet; who for the fpace
of three long years, occupied his laborious bufinefs in the ex-
tremities of heat and cold alternate, beneath inclement {fkies,
and on inhofpitable wilds, and perfevered in effeGting his bold
defigns to the glory of Your MajEsTY’s reign, and of his
native country, with the lofs of only FOUR men; an atchieve-
ment which almoft furpaffes the bounds of an eager credulity.
The method purfued by this great man, has been fummed up
with fidelity and elegance by Sir John Pringle, in one of thofe
confummate models * of philefophic eloquence, which he de-
livered to the Royal Society as their Prefident, when that
Society, with fo much juftice and honour to itfelf, adjudged
the annual Medal to CAP'AIN COOK.

I have

* It is earneftly to be wifhed, that Sir John Pringle would publifh thefe Dif-
courfes in an 8vo. Volume, as Sir Jefhua Reynolds has done thofe which he
delivered ta the Royal Academy. ‘Theyare both chef-d’ceuvres in their different
departments.
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I have dwelt rather long on this matter, as what I have
to lay before Your MajesTy, principally or at lealt more
immediately relates to Navigation, though it may alfo, or rather
mu/? redound to the benefit of Yyour dominions at large. I
mean to take up aslittleof Your MAajEsTY’s time as poffible;
yet I hope what I fhall deliver will be with unwavering pre-
cifion ; though concife in words, yet full and comprehenfive
in it’s meaning. Ihave no peculiar purpofe whatfoever to ferve
in my private capacity ; I have not even the honour to belong
to the profefiion whofe utility I with to diffufe ; and nothing
but an honeft motive of common good to my fellow-country=-
men and fellow-creatures, as partaking of the fame common
infirmities and expofed to the fame common calamities, could
have induced me to undertake this office. A mere accident
threw the following paper in my way, which I beg leave to
tranfcribe :

S U R G EON S T H E 2. TSk
Oélober 211, 17709.

“ The Court of Examiners having been under the dij~
agreeable neceffity of refufing even the loweff qualification to
many Gentlemen, who lately came before them to be examined, on
account of their total ignorance of Anatemy and Surgery ; they
think it therefore incumbent on them to give this public notice,
that jfor the [afety of bis Majefty’s Subjects both by fea and land, no
Gentleman can be admitted at this Theatre, to any gualification
whatever in Surgery, except he underflands Anatomy, and is ac-
gainted with the operative parts of Surgery. And the Court
thinks it is more neceffary thata Sea-Surgeon fhould be very intel-
ligent in bhis profeffion, as bis fituation deprives him of the ad-
vantage of confultation, and obliges bim to depend on bis own judg-

ment
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ment in the moff important cafes in Phyfic and Surgery; it is
therefore hoped that no one will propofe himfelf to the Court of
Examiners, who is not gualified as above, as they will neceffarily.
be refufed any qualification.  The Court of Examiners have
made public the above refolutions, by fending copies thereof to the
HAdmiralty, Eaft-India Houfe, Navy-office, Sick and Hurt-ofice,
and to all the Profeffors of Anatomy in London, Edinburgh, and
Dublin, and likewife to all the Hofpitals in London, defiring that
they may be made public. They are likewife put up in SURGEONS
THEATRE, where young Gentlemen come topafs their examin-
ation, boping that this refolution will flimulate young Gentlemen to,
aclofer attendance towards their improvement inthe feveral branches

of Surgery.”

I now beg leave to propofe to Your MAJEsTY s royal con-
fideration, a Scheme to carry the real and full purpofe of the:
above Paper into execution, in the moft effe¢tual manner. I
will firft fketch it out briefly, and then dilate on the feveral.

parts of it in more ample terms.

As Anatomy is the foundation of Surgery, T humbly con=-
ceive, that the moft effeCtual method of providing the Navy
and Army with expert and able Surgeons, would be, to have
Anatomy and all the branches of Surgery faught gratis in Lon-
dony as they are now at Paris, by which means Zondon would
become the Apatomical and Surgical Theatre of the World,.

There is a noble Hall and Theatre already built-by the

Burgeons Company, at a very great expence; the whole of”
G which.
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which, I have been informed, they have not as yet been able
to difcharge ; and fhould Your MAjEesTY think proper to re=
commend to the Court of Affiftants of the Surgeons Company
(twenty one in number,) or the Majority of them, to choofe
annually an able and learned Profeflor out of their own body, or
elfewbere, and endow him with a falary, and the management
of the Lectures, Preparations, and every thing elfe thereunto
belonging ; to be under the immediate diretion of the Mafter
and Wardens for the time being, who are chofen annually ; I
am humbly of opinion, that one Hundred Pounds or thereabouts,
would be {ufficient to defray all the expences attending the four
Courfes, except the Profeflor : I propofe moreover, that each
courfe fhould begin the firft of every Quarter, and continue for
three months, and {o to go on every quarter during the whole
year, fo that THE THEATRE may be always open; and I
humbly prefume that One Hundred Pounds or thereabouts to
the Profeflor for each courfe, would be very moderate, as his
whole time muft be fpent in giving Leures, and making
Anatomical preparations ; fo that in time thefe courfes of Lec-
tures might become as compleat as the Science can admit of ;
and I humbly conceive, that fuch an nftitution would be the
means of faving the lives and limbs of Your MajesTY's {ub-
jects by fea and land; firft, during the War, and afterwards
when they come to fettle in different parts of the Kingdom,
where all Your MAjEsTY’s fubjects would be provided with
able Chirurgical affiftance upen all occafions ; and farther I
prefume it would be faving of great expences to Your Majefty’s
Navy, by having able Surgeons and well qualified mates to
ferve on board all your Ships; the men would be fooner fit

for
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for duty, and fewer fent to the Hofpitals, which Hofpitals, I
am informed, are now {upported at a very great expence. I pro=
pofe, that the qualification which fhould enable every Gentle~
man to attend thefe Le&ures, thould be, in the firft place, that
he have ferved a regular apprenticefhip to a regular Surgeon ;
and fecondly, that he underftand the Latin Tongue. Thefe
Le&ures, I propofe likewife, thould be free to all Phyfical Gen-
tlemen of the Army and Navy.

It would be unneceffary to ftate the complaints of the dif-
ferent Commanders in Your Royal Service, particularly in the
Weft-Indies, owing to the incapacity of many of the Surgeons
Mates ; the Lords of Your Majefty’s Admiralty having the
means of full information on that head.

Your MajesTY here beholds a Plan, as I humbly conceive,
perfet in all it’s parts, formed upon no little views of fordid in=
tereft or narrow policy, but erected on the broad bafis of general
utility ; worthy of a man of fcience to propofe, and of a
Patriot King to adopt. Let me be permitted to confider this
matter in it’s original,

As it was the evident intention of the Author of all things,
that every Being fhould enjoy the full ufe of it’s faculties ac-
cording to the relpe@ive capabilities of their natures; he has
placed them on this Earth, as on a wide extended Theatre,
where to choofe their place of reft. To fome he hath given the
power of an unerring inftiné, to guide their paths through the
fcenes of various view ; to the tribes of vegetative life he hath
prefcribed their own laws which they cannot pafs ; while he

feems
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feems (at leaft as far as the narrow ken of mortal reafon can
pierce) to have diftinguithed Man by fuperior gifts ; to have’
impowered him to dart his thoughts beyond the limits of his
perithing frame, and hath united in ftrange myfterious con-
nexion and reciprocal dependence, his corporeal and mental
parts, It is not therefore to be wondered at, that in all ages
and in all nations, Bop1Ly HEALTH has been a principal ob=
jeé to mankind, inafmuch as the organs of the Soul fympa-
thize with the languifhing members of the Body. It is not
enough that a creature thus formed and thus fearfully compli-
cated, fhould merely vegetate like the ignoble brute, or bafer
reptile ; no, he muft drink the {pirit of the golden day, and
triumph in exiftence; he muft feel the united powers of his
nature a& in full concert with each other; he muft {pring for-
ward to his occupations with the bound of alacrity, and give
energy to his works by the fanguine efforts of healthful un-
impaired vigour. Such is at leaft theé dream -of youth and
infolence, fuch the fire which blazes for a moment, undamped
by fad experience of the viciffitudes of human life. But this
charm is foon done away, and the pleafing illufion vanifhes,
when we begin with a ferious caft to turn our eyes on the real
ftate of Beings like ourlelves, compafled round with infirmities,
expofed to every fkiey influence, and liable to innumerable dan-
gers from within and from without, which no prudence can
forefee, no caution can prevent; we can fcarce contemplate
without horror the diftrefsful piGure, till at laft, as Milton re-
prefents the Father of Mankind, Compafiion quells our beft of

man, and gives us up iotears,
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We are hence naturally led to inquire what may preferve our
frame in a ftate of fanity, or reftore it when the regularity of it’s
motions is difturbed from whatever caufe. Nor are we to be
Aurprifed at the rudenefs of the firft attempts, till repeated ex-
perience and mutual communications have given a certain form
to the arts of healing, ftability to it’s precepts, and a degree of
certainty to the refpective efficacies of it’s diversified operations.
Hence the comprehenfive term of Medicine arifes, in all it’s
branches, various as the fubje&t with which it is converfant.
Some of its Profeffors raife to themfelves a reputation from the
felicity of conjecture, when the caufe of malady is from within ;
while the art of the Surgeon is open to the infpection of every
curious beholder, and proceeds on more certain principles.

I bave always been firuck with the following paflage in the
great Roman Satirift : *

Curentur dubii medicis majoribus =gri ;
T'u venam vel difcipulo committe Philippi,

The explication I intend to give of it is the following ; it is
indeed a fenfe of my own, and though different from the
original meaning of it's author, yet as it illuftrates my fubje&,
I fhall hazard it. We obferve in the paflage above, that a Pa-
tient whofe fafety is dubious, and whofe life trembles on the
precipice of diffolution, is configned to the care of the moft
eminent Phyficians of the country to which he belongs ; while
we fuffer our vein to be opened by the loweft of the faculty,

perhaps by the ignorant apprentice of an ignorant pracitioner.

* Juv, Sat: 17.

D r In



( 10 )

In the firft cale we act with prudence beyond difpute, and ac-
quiefce in the event with filent refignation ; but men who can
determine with fuch propriety here, feem wholly to lofe fight
of it in the fecond cafe, when with little hefitation, they com-
mit an affair of perhaps ftill greater importance to a perfon little
experienced in the art, and in which a flight error may
have a fatal and irremediable confequence. I do not mean to
confine this remark to the mere operation in queftion, but to
the pratice of Surgery at large; which being of univerfal ne-
ceffity and of the laft moment, will doubtlefs have a numerous
train of votaries, of pretended as well as of real Profeffors.
Here then is an obje& worthy of the interference of the Su=
preme Magiftrate, that ignorant or wicked men may not be
fuffered with impunity to make traffic * of our lives. I be-
lieve we fhall accordingly find, that in mof civilifed countries
in later times, this Profefflion has been fubjeed to regulation
by the laws 1 of the land. To bring this home to our own
Country, and the plan now propofed, let me be permitted to
recite an ancient ordinance, which the wif{dom of the Britith

Parliament

* Animas noftras negotiari.
Plin: Nat. Hift. L. 2qg. in Proem.

+ Pliny complains of the want of fome public ordinance of this nature in Rome ;
but it is well known in what contempt the Romans held the Profeflors of
Medicine. His wordsare : ** In héic artium fola evenit, ut cuicumque Medicum
fe profefio credatur, cum fit periculum in nullo mendacio majus, non tamen illud
intuemur. Nulla Lex eft quee puniat infcitiam capitalem, nullum exemplum
Vindifte ; (he adds with great force of thought and language) difcunt periculis
woftris, et expserimenta per mortes agunt. Plin. N, H. ut fup.
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Parliament in a former age, thought proper to eftablifh in re-
gard to Surgery.

In the 3d. of Henry the 8th. Chap. r1. An a¢t fets forth
that, ¢ ForAsmucH as the Science and Cunning of Phyfic and
“ Surgery (to the perfe@ knowledge whereof be requifite both
¢ great learning and ripe experience,) is daily within this
“ realm exercifed by a great multitude of ignorant Perfons,
‘““ of whom the greater part have no manner of infight in the
¢ fame, nor in any other kind of learning; fome alfo can no
 Jerters in the Book, fo far forth that common artificers, as
¢ {miths, weavers, and women, boldly and accuffomably take
¢¢ upon them great cures, and things of great difficulty ; in the
“ which they partly ufe forcery and witchcraft, partly apply
¢ {uch medicines unto the difeafe as be very noious and
¢ nothing meet therefore; to the high difpleafure of God, gfeat_’
“ infamy to the Faculty, and the grievous hurt, damage, and
¢ deftruction of the King’s Leige People ; moft efpecially of
« them that cannot difcern the cunning from the uncunning :
¢ be it therefore (to the furety and comfort of all manner of
people,) by the authority of this prefent Parliament enated,
« &c.”"—The A& then proceeds to ordain certain qualifications
requifite for thofe who fhall take upon them this profeffion, and
denounces certain penalties on offenders, which it is needlefs to
mention in this place. I do not mean to enter into any hiftory
of the arts of Medicine and Surgery, or of the illuftrious men
who have enlightened the world by their writings, and who
being dead, yet [peak ; or of thofe who by the delicate dexterity
and curious felicity of their operations, have alleviated the

miferies

[
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miferies of their fellow-creatures ; fome of whom though they
may have left no memorial behind them, that their praifes
might be reported; yet have they carried with them into a
State, where there thall be no more pain, an unwritten record,
the teftimony of their own confcience, and zbeir works bave
Sollowed them. 1 mean peither to {peak of Sydenham nor of
Boerhaave, neither of Wifeman nor of Chefelden.

As to the prefent plan in contemplation, Your Majefty will
evidently perceive, from the reafons above ftated, that there is
an almoft indifpenfable neceflity for fome inftitution of the
kind. From the date of the above Paper, hung up in Surgeons
Theatre, October 21, 1779, above a whole year has now elapf=
ed; and as I have not heard of any ftep having been taken
towards the more effe€tual furtherance of fo noble an intent ;
I have therefore taken up my pen, under a deep and ferious im=
preffion of the abfslute neceffity of unfolding this feminal prin-
ciple of public emolument into it’s full and perfect maturity ;
now at this hour of general calamity, at this awful and tre-
mendous period, when the judgments of THE ALMIGHTY are
gone abroad into all the Earth, I think that every the flighteft
propofal for the prefervation of the Lives and Limbs of the
human race, is particularly worthy the attention of a Patriot
King, who wifhes to be the Friend and Father of his People.

It is evident that the utmoft care thould be taken of what-
ever belongs to Your Majefty’s Marine Department; I mean to
{peek merely in a Medical light. 'That the bold and hardy
Mariner who has refigned the domeftic comforts of life, who

can
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can forego each {weet connexion, each endearing tie, to brave
the perils of winds and waves, and occupy his bufinefs in great
waters, for the fervice of his Country, thould be an obje& of
the very firft attention ; that the prefervation of his life, health
and limbg, fhould claim a moft affectionate concern from any
Government; is, I prefume, the voice of Nature, the ditate of
Juftice, with her tender affeflor Humanity. It has been the
peculiar glory of Great Britain, that fuch has been her foftering
care of thefe her fons of hardihed, that fhe has provided public
afliftance for them in their ficknefs and calamities ; and finally,
beyond the example of other Countries, the hath fixed the feal
of confirmation to it, by providing for them a glorious Recep-
tacle, when fervice in their oid lumbs lies lame, where they may
eat their well-earned bread in peace and privacy, may recount
the gallant deeds of their manhood, and call down bleffings on
that Government which hath catered fo providently for them,
and fecured an undifturbed afylum for their declining age.
May we not cry out with the Athenian Orator, * ¢ This is
¢ the Country, for which fo many valiant Heroes have poured
*¢ forth their beft blood in defence of it’s Government, Law,
¢ and Religion; nor can we doubt but that there will be a
““ never-failing fucceffion of men animated by the fame princi=

“ ple, and the fame conviction, ready to ftand forth as it’s
¢ Guardians in the hour of neceffity.”

* Thucyd. L. 2. Orat, Periclis,
E Ie
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It appears that the Company of Surgeons have found of
late years, that many Gentlemen who have applied for qualifi-
cations to be Surgeons mates on board Your MAJesTY's
Ships, have been fo grofsly ignorant of the rudiments of Ana-
tomy, that they have been obliged to caufe to be printed and
hung up in their Hall an order which declares, (as abave
ftated,) ¢ That for the fafety of Your MAjJEsSTY’s Subjeéts
¢ by fea and land, no Gentleman can be admitted at ‘their
¢¢ Theatre to any qualification whatever in Surgery, unlefs he
“ underflands Anatomy, and is acquainted with the gperative
¢¢ partsof Surgery.” This refolution of the Company’s, which
is founded 1n the trueft wifdom and an enlarged humanity, has
been reprefented by feveral as bearing hard upon young men
who have no profpet of acquiring a maintenance, but by fuch
an appointment * as they apply for : z4ey cannot dig 5 to beg, they
are afhamed. 1 fhall reply by the following anecdote in another
important department of life, A young Gentleman applied to
the Chaplain of a great Prelate now living, to be admitted to
the holy order of Deacon in the Church of England : the
Chaplain, according to his duty, examined the Candidate, and

found

* The loweft qualification granted by the Surgeons Company is, Third
mate of a third rate man of war. Lot mankind judge by the following ftate of a
poffible cafe. A Surgeon and three Mates are on board a thip bound, for inftance,
for the Weft-Indies ; it is known, that abread ifa Surgeon and all his mates but
the loweft die, a very moderate examination is {ufficient for that mate to be ap-
pointed The Surgesn of the fhip ; confequently the whole onus is incumbent on
this young Ignoramus. What is to be done on this occalion ? Silene and re-
fignation to impending fate. Surely this will awaken and alarm a man’s
thoughts, who has the feelings of a man about him.
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found him wanting; he told him with great tendernels, that
he was much concerned to find himfelf under the neceffity of
denying him what he requefted, as in his conlcience he did not
think him qualified for the facred office he wifhed to urder-
take. ‘The young Candidate, as may be imagined, was very
importunate with the Chaplain, intreated him to confider the
difgrace which muflt enfue, all his profpeéts entirely done away,
with other arguments which were of little weight with the
Examiner : till at laft, the young Gentleman, ftill more pref-
fing, cried out, For Chriff’s fake, Sir, admit me; Sir, replied the
Chaplain, (in words which fhould be hadin everlafting remem-
brance,) If it were not for HIS fake, 1 would. 'The application
is evident ; I beg leave to proceed,

It is well known that Government gives fuch low encou-
ragement to men who are to be employed as Surgeons Mates
on fhip-board, that we can hardly expe& that Gentlemen of
liberal education will ever offer themfelves for this employment,
fo ufeful and fo neceflary. But as there muft be fome to un-
dertake it, it muft in generall fall to the ot of thofe who are
fecarce able to afford the means of acquiring even a tolerable
knowledge of the fubje: Penury reprefles the ardour of their
purfuits, and treezes the current of their inquiries. It isto
remove thefe obftacles, to break thefe icy bands, to bid the
fiream of knowledge flow forth in a perennial unreftrained
channel throughout Your MAJESTY’s extenfive realms ; that
I humbly conceive (as ftated above,) “ That the moft effefiual
“ method of providing Your Majefty’s Army and Navy with

“ expert and able Surgeons, would be to -have Anatomy and
| ¢ all
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« all the branches of Surgery taught gratis in London, as they
¢ are now at Paris, by which means ZLondon would become
¢ the Anatomical and Surgical Theatre of the World.” I do
not mean to confider the ftate of the Surgeons Company, when
united with a ludicrous profefliion, nor to thew that by being
cut off from 1t, 1t literally became feffo corpore firmior ; as the
Science of Medicine in all 1’s branches never was on fo re-
fpeCtable a footing in any country under Heaven, as it is at
prefent in Great Britain,

But a little retrofpet will demonftrate the amazing progrefs
that Surgery has made in later times, and the increafe of li-
beral and ingenuous manners among it’s Profeflors. In a Book
entitled, ¢ The Operations of Surgery by Monfieur Le Dran,
¢ tranflated into Englith by the late Mr. Gataker, 3d. Ed.
¢« Dodfley 1747, p. 472.” 1 find the following very extraor=
dinary paffage. ¢ It muft be confeffed, that both Anatomy
¢« and Surgery flourithed much later in England than in France,
¢« where all poflible encouragements are given to both ; while
« in London, the Governors of the two Hofpitals, being
¢ mofily Citizens, out of a falfe pelicy, entirely refufed the
¢ education of pupils in one Hofpital, and allowed of but
¢ nine in the other. And the Rulers of the Barber-Surgeons
“ Company at the fame time contrived by a bye-law #o pre-
“ went the knowledge of Anatomy from [preading; cunningly
¢ forefeeing that the younger Surgeons by that knowledge
“ would advance too faft upon them. They made it a penalry
“ of ten pounds to diffect a body out of the Hall, withour their
¢ Jeave, which was fcarce to be obtained ; and if any offended

(1 (as
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% (as they called it) /e was fure to be profecuted. 'The im-
¢ provements in Anatomy and Surgery, fince thefe reftraints
¢ have been taken off, will convince the wor!d of the unfit-
“ ngfs of them.” Unfitnefs truly !—that word may per-
haps found foft in a Gallic ear: Unfiznefs indeed ? (Cogit ex~
cedere propofiti formam operis erumpens animo & pectore in-
dignatio) * I call it Wickeanels, damnable Wickednefi : each
Englith Reader will applaud that word to the very echo that
will applaud again. The liberal Profefior of the Art who has
never feen zbss paffage, will find exercife for bis faith to be-
lieve it ; he that has, will exult in it's being expofed to the
light of day, will rejoice in feeing the blanket, as it were, torn
from this dark and folemn myftery of iniguity, and will blefs
the hour which called him into life in thefe happier days of
free, ingenuous, and unrefirained refearch.

When we compare thisaccount with what we now experience,
we know and feel the privileges and happinefs we enjoy ; but
we lofe the fenfe of the bleflings we poflefs, without fuch a re-
trofpet and compa-rifon of other times. W hat is now offered,
is defigned to give the finithing hand to whatever of excel-
lence is -at prelent experienced, but particularly in your Ma-
jetty’s Army and Navy. Your Majesty will obferve that
I have ftated above, ¢ That there is a noble Hall and Theatre
¢ already built for the purpofe by the Surgeons Company, at
¢ ayery great expence, the whole of which they have not, as

F L 4 ety
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* Vell, Paterc. L. 2, S. 66.
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¢ yet, been able to difcharge.” It appears from hence, that
they abfulutely want f{ufthicient means-to put {fuch a plan into
execution; it appears alfo, that as mankind in their colle@ive
capacity are eventually to receive the benefit, by having Ana-
tomy and Surgery faught gratis in London, that fuch a plan is
reafonable in itfelf, and from the defigned mode of it’s execution
{carce liable to any abule whatever. For I propofe, that the
Court of Affiftants of the Surgeons Company, (which are twen-
ty one in number, and who decide on all propofals made to the
Company) or the majority of them, thould be recommended
by Your MajEsTY to choofe annually out of their own body,
or ¢flewhere, an able and learned Profeffor, and that this Pro-
feffor thould be endowed with a Salary, &c. and that he fthould
be under the immediate dire@ion of the Mafter and Wardens
for the time being, who are chofen annually ; that One Hun-
dred Pounds or thereabouts would be fufficient to defray all the
expences attending the Four Courfes, excepting the Profefior ;
and I prefume that One Hundred Pounds or thereabouts to the
Profeffor for each Courfe would be very moderate, as his whole
time muft be fpent in preparing fubjets, giving lettures, &c.
So that the whole expence would amount to Five Hundred
Pounds per annum, or thereabouts ; provided moreover, that
Your MajesTy fhall think fit in Your Royal Wifdom, to
appoint that the Bodies of fuch Felons as thall hereafter be con-
victed of Burglary be, after execution, delivered to the Surgeons
Company, in the fame manner as the Bodies of Murderers
now are,

Your
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" Your MajesTY perceives that T have no local, no national,
fio partial prejudices, but propofe that this Profeflor thould be
eleCted out of the Surgeon’s own body, or elfewbere; fo that
- itis left open to the pretenfions of merit and genius, which
are of no country. I am too well acquainted with the nature
of Profeflorthips in ‘general, not to forefee many objeions
which may be made to the founding of any #ew ones what-
ever. In anfwer to which I fhall lay before your Majeflty
more minutely, what are the peculiar, diftinctive, characteriftic
features of the prefent now in contemplation,

In moft Profeflorfhips of this nature, when the Profeflor was
once attually eleCted, the falary has been generally continued,
whether he did his_ful/ duty -or not; the evident confequence
of which has been, that they have by degrees degenerated into
Sinecures.  As to Profeflor(hips in the Univerfities of this land,
their more immediate and original ufe has been fuperfeded by
the inftitution of Tutors in the feveral Colleges, who, it muft
be confefled with fatisfaction, in general execute their important
office with exemplary diligence and ability, ButI have always
been of opinion, that Anatomy and Surgery are of {till more

importance than * any other fingle branch of Science in the
world:

* Itis to be obferved that the Iazps in ancient times implied principally an
Operator or Surgeon : Medicina clara erat Trojanis temporibus, quibus fama cer-

tiot, Pulnerum tamen duntaxat remediis, Plin, Nat, Hift. L. 29. in Proem,
| It
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world. Now the ftipend which I propofe thould be given to
this Profeflor, is not fimply a yearly falary; I propofe that he
thould give #hree Leclures every week, each to confift of rwo hours
at the leaft; and that in the fpace of t/hree inonths he fhould go
through a complete courfe of Anatomy, together with all the
chirurgical operations and bandages, and that likewife he make
two Anatomical preparations every quarter to belong to the
Surgeons Company as their property, till fuch time as an Ana-
tomical Mufeum fhall be formed as compleat as the Science
will admit of, and that the Profeflor for the time being, con-
ftantly take carethat fuch Preparations be well preferved. Ano-
ther condition will appear at firft more rigid than any I re-
member in any Inftitution of this or any other kind ; but when
it is confidered that this is of the moft public nature poffible,
the juflice of it will appear fully, together with the indifpenfable
neceflity of fuch feverity. For I propofe that even in cafe
of the Profeffor’s ficknefs, or abfence from whatever caufe, he
fhall either name a Subflitute in his place, to be approved by the
Mafter and Wardens; or the Mafler and Wardens fhall appoint
one in his place themfelves, which Subfitute fhall receive for
each Lellure the fpecific fum * apportioned to the Profeffor, to

be

It is alfe worth remarking, that the fir? Phyfician who fettled in Rome was
ftyled a Surgeon: Caffius Hemina ex antiquis auctor eft, premum e Medicis venifle
Romam e Peloponefo, Archagathum Lyfaniee filium, A. U. DXXXV .«.Fulue-
rariwm eum tradunt fuifle vecatum. Plin. ut fup,

* The whole 8alary propofed to be given to the Profeffor 1s £ 400, or there-
abouts ; 156 LeCures are to beread in the year, confequently the fum apporti-
oned for each Lecture amounts to fomething above £2 11 o,
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be deducled from his annual fiipend, for the refpeftive days or
wecks he may chance to be employed. 1 do not propofe that
a new Profeflor thould be eleted every year, the fame may be
re-eleffed ; but it is to be remembered that the conditions are
like the laws of the Medes and Perfians, which alter not. To
prevent a promifcuous turbulent crowd of attendants on thele
Lectures, which might perhaps defeat their uéil'it}r, I propofe
two Conditions for every Gentleman who wifhes to attend
them ; firft, that he have ferved a regular apprenticethip to a
regular Surgeon; and fecondly, that he underftand the Latin
Tongue., Thefe conditions are fimple and recommended by
their propriety. I propofe likewife, that thefe LeGures fhall
be free to all Phyfical Gentlemen of the drmy and Navy; and
I conceive fuch a limitation to be proper, when it is confidered
what is their immediate and peculiar {fcope. Here will thefe
Gentlemen conftantly find a place, where they may refrefh
their knowledge, or quaff ftill larger draughts at the fountain~
head of genuine unadulterated Science.

When I confider what may be performed with fo trifling a
{fum as Five Hundred Pounds a year, or thereabouts, I confefs
that I ftand aftonithed ; and fincerely wifh that fome perfon had
before this time conceived fuch a plan as the above, and that
an abler pen than mine had recommended it to that attention
which I think it deferves; but Truth requires no ornament ;
fimplicity is it’s proper veft. If an Inftitution like this fhould
take place, it is abfolutely undeniable, ¢ That it would be the
« means of faving the lives and limbs of many of Your

G MAJESTY’S
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““ MajesTY’s Subjects by fea and land ; firfk during the war,
“ and afterwards when they come to fettle in different parts of

the kingdom, where all Your Majefty’s Subjeés would be
provided with able Chirurgical affiftance upon all occafions;
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and farther it is prefumed it would be faving of great ex-
“ pences to Your Majefty’s navy,b y having able Surgeons, and
“ well-qualified mates on board all the Ships; the men would
“ be fooner fit for duty, and fewer fent to the Navy Hofpitals,
which Hofpitals, I am informed, are now fupported at a

ry
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“ very great expence.” Moreaver I am of opinion, that the
complaints of the different Commanders in Your Majefty’s
fervice, particularly in the Weft-Indies, owing to the incapacity
of many of the Surgeons * Mates, call aloud in no ambiguous
accents for fome Inftitution, (if this thould be difapproved,)
which may tend to remove fo fevere an evil, by ftriking " at the
primary root whence it has {prung.

Let any man contemplate the wonders which may be per-
formed by a well-directed munificence, like the ftream wel- -
ling forth from the living rock ;

Not to the fkies in ufelefs columns toft,

Or in proud falls magnificently loft,

But clear and artlefs pouring thro’ the plain
Health to the fick, and folace to the fwain.

Let

* How juft is the obrvation above in the Refolutions of the Surgeons
Company : *¢ That a Sea Surgecn fhould be very intelligent in his profeflion, as
¢« his fituation deprives him of the advantage of confultation, and ¢bliges him t2
“ depend on bis own judgment in the moft important cafes of Phyfic and
Surgery.”

L]
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Let him, I fay, contemplate what the Man of Rofi effeéted
with five hiindred panﬂdx'c; year, and while his breaft beats with
the generous pulfe of humanity, let him pray for the confum-
mation of fuch an Inftitution as has been propofed, or of any
other which may be deemed more eligible and founded on the
fame principle : it is a confummation devoutly to be wifhed!
efpecially at zbis hour of need, when any Plan whatever,
which tends to the prefervation of the lives and limbs of
YouR MAjESTY’s fubjects by fea and land, is nct to berejeted

without fome examination,

_ Such is the nature of this propofed Inftitution which I
thought proper to lay before Your MajesTy, as the Sove-
reign and Father of a free and opulent People; it is now left
to your Royal Wifdom : and if I have fpoken fuitably to the
ﬂignity of my {ubjed, T have fpoken according to my defire;
but if unworthily, accnrding\to my ability. Your MajesTy’s
reign has been peculiarly diftinguithed by the patronage of
every art and fcience which can ennoble or embelith life : the
vales of Arno and the Tufcan flood have been vifited by the
feet of pilgrim curiofity, and the remains of mutilated domes
and mouldering urns have been traced with claflic reverence;
each grace of Athens and of Rome has ftarted forth in re-
novated fplendor; and we no longer behold their ancient

glories with the eye of envy, fince the genius of a Reynolds
has

L
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has created a Vatican of our own, and the plaftic hand of the
Britith Lyfippus T imaged the monarchal form of Thames,
Your Majesty has alfo thewn a fingular attachment to the
healing art ; you have Aonoured the Phyfician with the honour
due unto him, and have lifted up the head of him, who for the
welfare of individuals has refigned the more confpicuous fcene
of public affairs ; who (in the language of the Poet)

Scire poteftates herbarum, ufumque medendi
Maluit, et mutas agitare inglorias artes,

I could not therefore, even in this light, have addrefled a plan
like the above, with more propriety to any man in England,
than to it's SoveEREIGN, whofe difpofition and intereft alike
concur to favour and fupport it. I with to behold every thing
encouraged which may give ftability and increafe to the inter-
nal power of Your MajesT¥’s dominions. T wifh to behold
under YouRr aufpices a rifing Fabric, which being fitly framed
together, may grow into a Royal Temple ; that the golden
architrave and fretted roof may be fupported by the mafly
column and the marble bafe. I know that the Profefior in
Your Royal Academy already reads lectures on the fubjet of
Anatomy to the Students ; but no man who refleéts, can think
that

+ Bacon, R. A.—I have heard that it was once in contemplation to have this
wonderful model caft in brafs, and ere&ted on the center arch of Weltmindter
Bridge.
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that a partial performance of that nature, though executed in
the confummate ftyleof a Hunter, can ever fuperfede the ne-
ceflity of what has been defcribed. I already anticipate thc
blefled effe@ts of a well-conducted Inftitution of this kind, the
{pirit of which, in the revolution of time, will and muft pervade
with falufary influence, every partof Your Empire, even down
to the minutet member. I do not mean that it thould be a
work of oftentation, but founded upon ruling and mafter-prin- _
ciples ; not as an exercife calculated to difplay the talents of a
Profeflor, when elegance is the obje&t ; but being ereted on

the broad bafis of general Good, I truft that increafe of years
will give it increafe of firength, till it thall become what the

great Hiftorian calls, An Everlafling Poffeffion.

I fpeak as if I could myfelf take a part in this glorious
fcheme ; but mine is an inferior office ; I have only endeavour-
ed to recommend it to more general notice, and to Your
Majefty’s patronage inparticular ; being moreover well affured,
that every generous, learned, and difinterefted Profeflor of this
noble, this important Science, will unite in whatever can give

it either- ornament or ftability ; as the f{pirit and intent of an

H Inftitution
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Inﬁltutmn of fo univerfal and comprehenfive a nature, can meet
with no oppofition but from fuch, as (in the emphatic words

of the ancient A& of * Parliament) can no lettérs in the book.

I have the honour to be
with the greateft humility,
Your MAJESTY'S

moft devoted

Subjeé and Servant,

#* ad. Hen, 8. C, 11,
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M BSTRACT«OF THE ABOYVYE.

Plan for putting into execution the fpirit and intent of
the late Refolutions of the Surgeons Company, now hung
up in their Hall.
SURGEONF THEATRE
Oﬂaéc_ﬂr 21ft, 1779.

“ The Court of Examiners having been under the dif-
agreable meceffity of refufing even the loweff qualification ¢
many Gentlemen, who lately came before them to be examined, on
account of their total ignorance of Anatomy and Surgery ; -they
think it therefore incumbent on them to give this public notice,
that for the [afety of bis Majefty’s Subjeéls both by fea and land, no
Gentleman can be admitted at this Theatre, to any qualification
whatever in Surgery, except he underflands Anatomy, and is ac-
gainted with the operative parts of Surgery. And the Court
thinks it is more neceffary thata Sea-Surgeon fhould be very intel-
ligent in bis profeffion, as bis fituation deprives him of the ad-
vantage of confultation, and obliges bim to depend on his own judy-
ment in the moft important calesm Phyfic and Surgery; it is
therefore boped that no ome will propofe bimfelf to the Court of ‘
Examiners, who is not qualified as above, as they will neceffarily
be refufed any qualification. The Court of Examiners have
made public the above refolutions, by fending copies thereof to the
Admiralty, Eaft-India Houfe, Navy-office, Sick and Hurt-office,
and to all the Profeffors of Anatomy in London, Edinburgh, and
Dublin, and likewife to all the Hufpitals in London, defiring that
they may be made public. They are likewife put up in SURGEONS
THEATRE, where young Gentlemen come topafs their examine
ation, hoping that this refolution will fimulate young Gentlemen to
a clofer attendance towards their improvement inthe feveralbranches

of Surgery, e



( 28)

T is conceived that the moft effeCtual method of providing

the Navy and Army with expert and able Surgeons, would

be to have Anatomy and 2!l the other branches of Surgery

taught gratis in London, as they now are at Paris ; by which

means London would become the Anatomical and Surgical
THEATRE of the World.

It is propofed, that an able and learned Profeflor fhould
be chofen annually out of the Surgeons Company, or. elfe-
where, and endowed with a falary; to have the management
of the Leftures, Preparations, and every thing elfe thereunto
belonging, to be under the immediate direction of the Mafter,
and Wardens of the Surgeons Company. The Profeflor
to be eleted by the Court of Afliftants of the Surgeons
Company, or the majority of them ; the LeCtures to be read
in the Hall and Theatre belonging to the Company.

It is conceived, that One Hundred Pounds or thereabouts
would be fufficient to defray all the Expences attending the
four Courfes, except the Profeflor: it is alfo conceived that
One Hundred Ponuds, or thereabouts, fhould be given to
the Profeflor for each Courfe, which would be very moderate,
as his whole time muft be fpent in giving letures, and mak-
ing Anatomical preparations; fo that the whole expence
amounts but to Five Hundred Ponnds per annum, or there-
nbouts ; provided that His Ma jesTv, in his Royal Wifdom,
fhould think proper to appoint that the Bodies of fuch
Felons, as fhall hereafter be convitted of Burglary, be after
execution, delivered to the Surgeons Company, in the fame
manner as the Bodies of Murderers now are.

It
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It is propofed, that the Profeflor fhould ‘read three Leftures
every Week, each to confift of zwo bours at the leaft; and
that in the fpace of three months, he fhould go through a com-
pleat courfe of Anatomy, together with all the chirurgical oper=
ations and bandages, and that likewife he make two Ana-
tomical Preparations to belong to the Surgeons Company as
their Property, till a Mufeum fhall be formed as compleat as
the Science will admit; and that the Profefior, for the time
being, fhould conftantly take care that fuch preparations be
well preferved.

It is alfo propofed, that in cafe of the Profeflor’s ficknefs or
abfence from whatever caufe, he thall either name a fubflitute in
his place to be approved by the Mafter and Wardens ; or the
Mafter and Wardens fhall appoint one themf{elves ; which Sub-
ftitute fhall receive for each leture, the fpecific fumapportioned
to the Profeflor, to be deduted from his annual ftipend, for
the refpective days or weeks he may chance to be employed.
The fame Profeffor may be re-eleted at the expiration of his
office, but the Conditions are unalterable.

It is propofed, that each courfe fhould begin the firft of
every quarter, and continue for three months, and to go on du-
ring the whole year, fo that the Theatre may be always
open.

Two Conditions are propofed for every Gentleman who
wifhes to attend thefe Le@ures.

ift. That he have ferved a regular Apprenticefhip to a regu-

lar Surgeon,
I ad.
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2d. That he underftand the Latin Tongue, It is propofed
al{o, that thefe Leftures th:ll be free to all Phyfical Gentlemen
of the Army and Nawvy.

It is concetved, that an Inftitution like the above, would be
the means of faving the Lives and Limbs of many of His
MajesTY's fubjedts both by fea and land ; firft, during the
war, and afterwards when they come to fettle in different
parts of the kingdom, where all His MajesTY’s fubjeéts
would be provided with able Surgical afliftance upon all oc-
cafions ; it is further conceived, that it would be faving of
great expences to the Navy, by having able Surgeons and
well-qualified mates on board all His MajEsTY’s Ships:
that the men would be fooner fit for duty, and fewer fent to
the Hofpitals, which Hofpitals are fupported at no incon-
fiderable an expence.

It is conceived, that it would be unneceflfary to flate the
complaints of the different Commanders in the Royal Ser-
vice, particularly in the Weft Indies, owing to the incapa-
city of many of the Surgeon’s Mates; thc Lords of the
Admiralty having the means of full information on this
head.
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