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Of the Utility and Expediency of teaching Puysic and Surcery
by Means of LecTuRrEs, at the London Hojpital.

ALL thofe advantages which diftinguith civilized from barbarous and favage
nations, have firft arifen from, and are preferved by their pofleflion of the
arts, and a knowledge of the fciences on which they are founded: And if
among civilized nations there are fome which ' excel others, this {uperiority
is in proportion to the degree and extent to which they have carried the arts
and {ciences.

Amongft the various arts which contribute to the good of mankind in {fociety,
there is perhaps no one that holds a more diftinguifhed rank than that of medicine,
fince, while it is capable of affording relief to fome of the greateft diftrefles
that affict human nature, and prefents the ftrongeft proofs of the infinite wifdom
and goodnefs of the Great Creator, it at the fame time fuggefts the moft pow-
erful motives to the praltice of every religious and focial duty. -

For reafons like thefe, the improvement of Phyfic and Surgery, has, in all
ages, 1n every civilized country, been an objet of attention and encouragement
with princes, public bodies and great men.

But unlefs thefe arts be cultivated with afliduity, and proper methods of
inftruttion are employed for fuch as are to practice them, the advantages which
mankind actually derive from them may fall far fhort of what they are capable
of affording. If they are not cultivated with afliduity by fuch as are in the
practice of them, future difcoveries and inventions for the benefit of mankind,
muft ceafe, and former ones be loft and forgotten. If proper and effectual
methods are not adopted in the education of young perfons in thefe arts, then,
though fome few may poffefs them in a high degree of perfe@tion, they may
neverthelefs, in the hands of the generality of pradtitioners, be in a very im=
perfect ftate, and may even prove pernicious a.l:u:lP deftrugtive, inftead of ufeful

and falutary,
o It
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It were to be withed that experience had never afforded examples of the
truth of this obfervation ; but unhappily it is otherwife.” In private practice;
the difference between a fkilful and unfkilful praditioner can hardly ever, or
very feldom be determined, fince the perfons who are witnefles of the proceed-
ings, want cither oppertunities.of making a, proper.comparifon, or abilities to
judge of the difference; but' i the: mavy and: armyy’ judicious, attentive-and
humane officers, poffefling thefe Qualifications, have been enabled to make a:
proper diftinétion. '

In the beginning of the prefent war, many young gentlemen obtained Sur~
gical appointments in the navy and army, ‘who, to. the great diftrefs of mind
of many of our brave officers, and greatly to the injury of our valuable failors.
and foldiers, prowed not to havé been, propesly, inftruded. in. the principles;. andy
thence to have been greatly deficient in the pradtice of their profeffion.

On this account the Examiners. of the Surgeons’ Company, prompted by
their zeal for the prefervation of the lives aud health of fuch ufeful members.
of focicty, publithed the following Declaration.. | : ad I

«SURGEONS" THEATR E, Ober 21, 1779 .

¢ T'ue Court of Examiners having been under the very difagreeable neceflitys
“ of refufing even thie loweft qualification ‘to  fome young GENTLEMEN;, who
“-lately came before them to Be examined, on accountof their total ignorancel
« of Anatomy and Surgery, they think it therefore incumbention: them to. give:
¢ this Public Notice, That for the fafety of his Majefty’s fubjeéts, both by fea
¢ and land, no Gentleman can be admitted at this theatre to.any Qualifications
«« whatever in Surgery, unlefs he underftands Anatomy, and 1s acquainted withy
« the operative parts of Surgery. -
-« And the Court think, That it is the more neceflary that a fea Surgeon:
“ fhould be very intelligent in his profeffion, as his fituation deprives: him' of
« the advantage of Confultation, and- obliges him. to depend on his own. judg-
¢ ment in the moft important. cafes, both in Phyfic and Surgery. Itis there-
¢ fore hoped that no - perfon will propofe himfelf to- the Court of Examiners:
«¢ who is not qualified as above, ‘as they will neceflarily be refufed any Qualifie
‘¢ cation.” 0RRTY b oidd 10 Soasg

: . He 4
That ftudents of Phyfic or Surgery may be rendered properly qualified for
the pradtice of their profeffion, -an attendance upon an hofpital ist indifpenfibly’
neceflary ; for though by other means they may: be taught the: pumc:.lpl'ﬂ;i
without this they can never become expert in the pra&ice of it. - So gfﬂﬂl‘.l-'i}ﬁ"ﬂm[
utility of hofpitals in this refpet, that it may reafonably admit of a-qufhznv
| whether
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whether more immediately,- from the relief they afford to the poor affliéted
with difeafes, or more remotely, from the general good they produce to the
world, by improving the knowled%e and 1kill of the Medical Gentlemen em-
Flﬂ}tﬂﬂ in them, and properly qualitying ftudents for the practiee of their profef-
iony they more deferve the countenance of humanity, religion, and found policy.

But an attendance upon an hofpital, hewever necefiary, is by no means,, alone
fufficient to qualify: tudents in: Medicine for the practice of their profeffion : it
is further required that they be properly inftructed n the principles on which
only a found praétice can be founded.

As‘it is neceflary that ftudents of medicine who attend hofpitals, fhould
be inftrued in the principles of their profeflion; and as thefe relate to {everal
different branches of knowledge which it is proper they fhould ftudy, fo the
experience of learned men for ages paft has evinced, that the moft effectual me-
thod of conveying this knowledge is by means of lectures. Hence this method
has been adopted in every part of Europe, and in America. In Great Britain, i
particular, it is employed in, the Univerfities,, at the College of Phyficians, at
the Surgeons” Theatre, and by divers perfons who teach the different branehes
of Ph}r%:: and Surgery in, London. 'Hence it follows, that ftudents who attend
an holpital for the ftudy of medicine, -thould be taught the different branches
of knowledge relating to it, by means of lectures.

But furthier, the Le&ures fhould be read in the hofpital which they at-
tend. By this mean the infiru&ion conveyed will -be more efficacious, as
the teacher will have continual opportunities of exemplifying and confirming
by practiee the principles he teaches ;' it will alfo be much more convenient,
and, fave a great deal of valuable ‘time to the ftudents; befides, i1f théy are:
under the peceffity of going to a diftant place for eceflary inftrultion, their
due attenition “to- their bufinefs at the hofpital muft be diminifhed, and the
patients under their care be more or lefs negleted.

.. Morgover, mueh of the executive part of the bufinefs of hofpitals, - neceffarily
refts on the pupils: to fit them therefore for the proper performance of theie
duties, as early as poflible after their admiffion,. muft be very defirable. But
this end: can no cther way be {o effetually accomplithed as by the means under
confideration.

Accordingly we may obferve that of the hofpitals of London, thofe of the
greateft celc ritﬁ have actually adopted the plan which is now recommended.

. From what has been already obferved, the importance and expediency of
fltituting Le€tures on the different branches of knowledge appertaining to
Phyfic and Surgery, at the Lonpon Hosprrar, muft be very obvious:

But we may add that the fituation and circumftances of this hofpital are fuch
as. render it pecubarly: adapted for this purpofe; for befides the advantages it
pofiefles in. common  with any other hofpital, it is remote. from ' places of diffi<
patien, which might draw off the attention. of ftudents from what ought to be

it . their
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their proper objects. And, were the different branches of knowledge be-
lnnfging to medicine properly taught in the hofpital, it would be a mean of
raifing its credit and reputation, as on the contrary the want of this, and the
neceffity the ftudents are now under of going daily to other places for that
inftru&ion which is required, are well known to have had an oppofite efie,
that is, to leflen it in the eftimation of many. .

Laftly, The London Hofpital has at all periods of its exiftence, experienced
the bad confequences arifing from the pupils attending Lettures in different parts
of the town. The rules of the hofpital require that certain of the pupils
fhould refide conftantly in the houfe, that in the abfence of the Sur-
geons they may be ready to adminifter relief in cafe of accidents happening
either to patients in the hofpital, or to fuch as may be occafionally brought
thither. Yet thefe rules have been often and unavoidably infringed, and
patients in moft dangerous fituarions, fituations requiring immediate affiftance,
have, in confequence of the refident pupils b::ing at a diftance, attendin
letures, been perhaps for hours without the neceflary means of relief, "

This evil has been long complained of, and frequent attempts have been
made to remedy it; but no regulation has yet been found fufficient ; nor can
it admit of a remedy, ’till the necefary inftruétion which the ftudents require
becomes obtainable within the hofpital, and thereby the neceffity they are
under of feeking it in diffant places removed. '

o B CoAlSF O I L

OF the Utility and Expediency of erefting a THEATRE at the
Loxpon HospiTaL, for the Purpofe of teaching Prysic and
SurcerY by Means of Leétures.

U'T whilft the teaching of the feveral branches of knowledge appertaining
to Medicine, at the London Hofpital, is of fuch unqueftionable impor-
tance and expediency, the proper conveniences for this purpofe are wanted ;
and the fanfion of the Governors to a meafure for fupplying this defet is
the prefent requeft of the Medical Gentlemen of the Hofpital. g
The plan ‘which the Phyficians and Surgeons refpectfully propofe to the
Governors, is the erection of a Theatre, with all the neceffary conveniences for
the different kinds of Le@ures required. Relying on their good fenfe, candour
and benevolence, they truft that, induged by the various reafons fet forth,
provided no difadvantage is likely to accrue from it to the charity, which may
over-balance the good it may produce, they will comply with the recf'lutEﬁ. b
In this they will follow the examples of the moft diftinguithe hofpitals
in the kingdom ; the Governors of which, well convinced of the advantages
that would’ arife from it, have built theatres for the feveral kinds of medical

le@ures, which are, many of them, not only convenient but magniﬁcen% i
t
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That the charity may be preferved from every kind of expence, the Phy-
ficians and Surgeons, animated by the zeal and aétivity of many of the firmeft
friends of the charity, refpeéfully propofe to the Governors, that they be
‘permitted  to colle¢t fubfcriptions among their friends, for defrayiug the
‘expences of the Theatre propofed to be eretted, requefting only that fuch
-perfons as fhall fubfcribe 30 Guineas, or upwards, may become Governors for
life.

In cafe this Propofal fhould be adopted, the Lecturers bind themfelves that
the charity fhall incur no expence either in ereting or repairing the building,
or in carrying on the le€tures.

1 It may poffibly be alledged, as objections to the Propofal, that the perfons
whofe fubfcriptions are expefted, might happen {ooner or later to fubfcribe
their money to the hofpital independently of the intended application; and
that if fubfcribing for the purpofe propofed, they thence become Governors,
the charity may experience an expence on account of patients they may fend
-to the hofpital.

To the firft of thefe objeftions it may be anfwered, that the Gentlemen who
will probably become fubfcribers will be induced to it from a defire of promoting
that kind of knowledge which is propofed to be taught at the hofpital, or from
perfonal friendfhip to the applicants; and that moft of them are fo circum-
_ﬁam:ed, that it is not likely they fhould ever fubfcribe independently of the
-prefent occafion.

As to the other objetion which relates to the expences which the charity
‘may incur: on account of patients the new fubferibers may fend to the
hofpital ; it is to be confidered, that in regard of in-patients, the hofpital
-is generally full, fo that let the number of governors be what it may,
that of in-patients will not be thereby affected. If therefore, any fuppofed addi-
-tional expence refpecting in-patients were to be admitted as an argument againft
-the prefent propofal, it might operate as a reafon againft the receiving many
new governors of any kizd.

Indeed the prefentation of a few additional patients in a year can hardly be
regarded otherwife, than as affording opportunities of exercifing the principles of
\the inftitution, in the felection of more urgent or dangerous cafes.

- Itis to be further confidered, that many of the gentlemen who are expected to
~become Subfcribers, refide abroad, or at leaft, at confiderable diftances from the
hofpital, or are otherwife fo circumftanced, that they are not likely to fend many
patients toit ; and further, that the number of thefe Gentlemen will be {o in-
confiderable as to afford very little of reafonable foundation for the objeétion under

confideration. g lin
- But not only will the adoption of the propofed Plan be unattended with any
expence to the charity, it will, on the contrary, in all human probability,
prove very beneficial to it, The Gentlemen who are expeéted to fubfcribe
are
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are mén of hotiour, fortune, -and liberality, who will feel themf{elves bound to
fupport the credit and intereft of a public charity of awhich they are become
members, There is every reafon to expeét they will render the hofpital more
generally known, and will prove of immediate benefit to it, by increafing the
numbers at the anniverfary. meetings, and promoting fubftriptions in varions
parts of the world. This laft remark has been lately very agreeably cxtmpl'tﬁad.
A Gentleman who has already fu bfcribed towards ere&ting the propofed Theatre,
thas made a voluntary offer to the hofpital, of inftituting a fubicription in India 5
wwhich offer has been accepted witly thanks by the governors; and confidering this
gentlemau’s extenfive acquaintnnt:e in that part of the world, his«charaéer and
his refpeétable coadjutors in this laudable undertaking, thereis no «doubt but a

confiderable donation will be obtained, - i I W

But fiirther, the great number of Gentlemen, who in m:ﬁ’éﬁhﬂnm‘of the

adoption of this Plan, will probably receive ‘their education at the hofpital, will
‘thence form an attachment to it, and become fome of its ‘moft zealous friends.

And as they will refide in various parts of the world, the charity may derive ad-
‘vantages from them, fimilar to thofe mentioned refpe&ing the new f{ubfcribers.

Experience has evinced the juftnefs of this remark, fince many of the prefeat

governors, were formerly pupils at the hofpital, and from that circumftancehid -

formed an attachment to it, ‘and an ardent defire to promote: its. intéreft. 1%,
pleafing inftance of this kind has in d occurred in the cafe of the igentleman
above mentioned, whofe regard for tlte hofpital originated from'his ‘having onge
been a pupﬂ ik o1 3 oIl b ot A
The queltion whéther the propofed erection fhall take place or not, having

been referted to the determination of a general court, it has been thought proper

to ftate the propriety of adopting the meafure. It 1s in the breafts of the go=-
vernors to determine whether they will permit a building'to be added to the ‘pre-
mifes of the hofpital, which will contribute to the promotion of medical know-
ledge, and to the welfare of the patients of the hofpital, thefervice of the navy
and army, and of the public in general 5 which will be attended with hardly
any expence; but on the contrary, will conduce to the honour, benefit, .and
emolument of the charity. 0l f 3
But whether the propofition fhould be agreed to or'riot, ‘the propofers will
enjoy the fatisfaction of having acquitred themifelves ‘us ‘true friends to the Lon-
don Hofpital, and to Medical Science, and of having eviniced 'a due’ regard ta
‘their duty and reputition, ‘as officérs of the inflitution, ) 210 1o JENGoH

London-Hofpital,
Fanuary 24th, 1783
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