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MORTUARY REPORT,

FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING Isr FEBRUARY 1852.

Tue Deaths registered during the Statistical Year which closed on 31st
January last were on the whole fewer than in 1851, but setting aside Epi-
idemic Diseases, the mortality on the island was greater than it had been in
iany of the preceding four years.

2. The total reported deaths were 13763, or, exclusive of still-horn,
13511, which was less by 978 than in the year 1851. In comparing the
ideaths of the last two years, it is seen that in 1852 there were 2885 fewer
from Cholera, while there were 490 more from Small-pox, the total loss of
life from this avoidable disease being 1007,

3. From all causes, exclusive of Epidemic Diseases and Still-born, there
‘was an increase of 1409, which was owing chiefly to an inerease of 1124
‘under the head of Fever, and of 232 under that of Respiratory Disease.
Under some other headings, also, there was an increase, but of smaller
;amount, as in Classes IX, X, XI, XII, and XVI, while there was a decrease
wof 55 under Disease of the Alimentary Organs, and a smaller decrease in
IClasses V, XIII, XIV, and XV.

4. The information registered was obtained in greater part orally from
ithe friends of the deceased, the written reports being in number but one-
televenth of the whole. The want of precision in determining the exact
reause of death, that must thus exist, and the fact that it is mostly reported
iin general terms, preclude satisfactory minute investigations on this point in
mmost of the classes.

5. In the last Annual Report attention was directed to the great number

«of deaths by Drowning that were registered ; and now it is shown that in last
2
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year there were 47 deaths from that cause, 8 of which were by drowning
in the sea, and 39 by drowning in tanks, wells, and pools. The present state
of these reservoirs, and of the many unfenced pools, adds to the mortality not
merely by occasioning accidental deaths, but it appears to do so also by induc-
ing Suicides that would not otherwise take place. This inference is drawn
from a review of the instances of self-destruction reported during the five
years 1848—1852 inclusive, of which the following is an abstract :—

Suicides in Bombay in five years, 1848—1852.

Means used. E N (| % E E % B E' :

S| E|E|5|E|5| 0 B |8 |E|8 2|2

S B Rl G = - = -~
Drowning in Tank, Well, Pool .. 1|2 ..]216|9]|1)11|3|6|1 |58
Drowning in Sea .. - % 0 e Lt 8 AR s e - ) AR 4
Poisoning .. e B wal L ST E]l S22 o H31211 | 99
Hanging .. - Py wial ] Ll ]| el ol walh ] el 8
Throat-cutting .. 3 B TR ) A O U 8 R R (B (L R |
Gun-shot .. o s 1 e G (s (SRR I [ R b (W (RE S (N 4
All means. .. ..|4|6|6|4|6[9]13 13/ 15911 3|99
Drowning in Tank, Well, Pool ..| ..| 1 !I 21../]2|6(9[11}3]|6|1 |
Other means. - g --|4 |6 k 4|4 (4|3 |4| 2 46|52 | 47

6. In this table it is seen that the suicides effected by other means tham
drowning in fresh waters were almost equally distributed among the differ-
ent months, and that during the months when water is usually abundant in
the reservoirs and pools, the total numbers were increased. It is also seeny
that in the months when the wells, &e. are mostly empty, other means of
self-destruction were not substituted for drowning, but that those who might
at another season have embraced death, then resigned themselves to life.

7. The number of Still-born registered as brought to the funeral places
during the year was 252, which bears but a very small proportion to the
total deaths, and is much less than would most probably be registered, were
the Police required and authorized by law to prevent domiciliary intermentsa

8. The preponderance of male over female deaths was as usual great, the
numbers being, exclusive of Still-born, 7312 and 6199, or as 118 to 100)
The proportions between the two sexes during the past five years are seenl

by the tables to have fluctuated between 115 and 132} males, to 100
females.
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9. The Caste groups bear almost the same relative proportions as in the
jpreceding year. A list of the names of the Hindoo Castes that were regis-
itered during 1852 is appended. The Booroods are not classed with the
\Qutcastes, as was proposed, because it has been ascertained that they are
mot treated as such in Bombay by the higher Castes, and that they are
:allowed admission into the sitting and sleeping apartments of even Brah-
ymuns, who do not consider themselves to be defiled by their approach.
IOwing to the unovercome difficulty of fixing the right order of precedence
iof the Castes, an alphabetical arrangement has been followed.

10. Of the 13763 dead, including Still-born, 7532 were reported to
Ihave been born in Bombay, and 6210 elsewhere, and of 21 the birth-place
‘was unknown. Of the same there were 3078 stated to have been of families
'belonging to Bombay, 10667 of such as belonged to other places, and 18
‘whose families were unknown.

11. The bodies of 9344 were buried, 3667 were burnt, and 752 were
rexposed to vultures.

12. The Abstracts of Meteorological Observations received from the
Magnetic Observatory show that the mean Pressure of the Air during the
‘year was 29.806 inches, the mean daily range .116, and the annual range
.639 ; that the mean Temperature of the Air was 80°1, the mean daily range
of Thermometer 12°1, and the annual range 385 ; that rain fell on 99 days,
‘and to the amount of 69.26 inches. The Meteorological Abstracts state the
‘deduced mean Dew Point to have been 70°9, and the mean Humidity of the
Air 91 per cent. These Hygrometric results from the observations of the
Moist Bulb Thermometer are obtained, it is believed, by the aid of tables
formed at the Observatory from those calculated by Major Boileau. The
Humidity is in excess of what would be found with the tables of Mr.
Glaisher, of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich.

A. H. LEITH.
Bombay, June 28th, 1853.




APERENDI X

NAMES OF HINDOO CASTES OCCURRING IN THE MORTUARY
REGISTERS OF 1852,

A grge_ KDL‘II‘IIJEE.
Beldar, Koshtee.
Bhat. Lingaet.
Bhatia. Lodh.
Bhoee. Lohana.
Bhosar. Lohar.
Bhundaree. Malee.
Bhungsalee, Munjeelee.
Brahmun. Murat,ha.
Boorood. Murat,ha Khatik.
Byragee, Nhavee or Hujam.
Chutree. Panch Kulshee.
Dholiee. Purbhoo.
Dhond Phodee. Rajpoot.
Dhungur, Salee.
Gaolee or Aheer. Shenvee.
Gaondee. Shimpee.
Golee. Sonar.
Jingur. Sootar.
Kamat,hee. Tambolee,
Kasar. Telee.
K, harwa. Waghree.
K, hutree, Wunjaree.
Kolee. Vys Wanee.
Koombhar.

HINDOO OUTCASTES.
Bhungee., Mhar.
Chambar, Mochee.
Dher, Purwaree.
Hulal Khor, Sooltankur.
Mang.
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CAUSES OF DEATH registered during the Year beginning 1st February 1852.
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XVI.
DEATHS from different CAUSES in different Months, arranged in QUARTERS,
for the Year beginning Ist February 1852.
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X XIII.
DEATHS in different CASTES in different Months, arranged in QUARTERS,
for the Year beginning 1st February 1852,
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XVI.

for the Year beginning 1st February 1852.

DEATHS at different AGES in different Months, arranged in QUARTERS,
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STILL-BORN in different CASTES, arranged in QUARTERS, for the Year beginning 1st February 1852.
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