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Civil Digpengarvies,

ror 1852,

FORT ST. GEORGE, Novemser 9, 1853.

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council directs that the following
Report, with the Proceedings of Government thereon, be published for general
information.

No. 152.

To the Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George.

Sir,—I have the honer under instructions from the Medical Board, to
forward for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council,
and ultimate transmission to the Honorable the Court of Directors, the return
of sick treated in the various Civil Dispensaries at the Presidency and through-
out the Provinces, during the year 1852, and to record the following observa-
tions thereon.

2, The returns almost without exception exhibit the working of the
several Dispensaries in a very satisfactory point of view ; Native sick, especi-
ally of the poorer classes, for whom chiefly these institutions have been
established, continue to resort to them for relief in increasing numbers, and
the reports of the Medical Officers in charge bear testimony to the vast
amount of suffering daily mitigated and removed thercby; extracts from
these reports are appended.

3. It is frequently recorded that individuals labouring under serious
discazse medical and surgical, but especially the latter, have been brought
from great distances by the persuasion and advice of others who have expe-
rienced relief at these Dispensaries, and not unfrequently at the request of
the Native Doctor of the place, freely confessing his own inability to do
more in the case, and acknowledging the superior means of the European
practitioner ; several bappy cures under such circumstances have worked most
favourably in removing native prejudices against Enropean medicine; and
there is evinced not only a willingness, but an cager readiness in many places
to apply for relief, especially in serious ailments.

A
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4. Another cireumstance illustrative of the estimation in which the
Native population are beginning to regard these Dispensaries may be noted ;
subscriptions, in which they cordially join, are being made at several places,
Rajahmundry, Mangalore, Coimbatore and Madura, for the purpose of in-
creasing the sphere of usefulness in the way of dieting the poor, procuring
medicines and surgical instruments not available in the stores, &e. At Man-
galore, the whole expense of dieting will now be defrayed from funds thus pro-
cnred, and Government are aware that the Dispensary at Secunderabad was
erceted by local subscriptions, partly from the Native residents. At Madura
a branch hospital has been opened in the centre of the town, through the in-
strumentality of Native Surgeon Jesudasen, by several wealthy Natives of the
place, by whom it is whelly supported ; this institution is working well.

E

5. The Board have had ample reason to be satisfied with the manner
in which the duties of the Dispensaries have been performed by the Medical

Officers in charge; unwearied attention and great zeal have been uniformly

1 displayed. The professional advantages offered by
Asst. Burgeon Foulis,

” Porteous, such charge are highly prized and acknowledged ;
) g:ttékiﬁﬁs many of the reports are valuable, particularly those
1] I il

of the Officers marginally named, and the Board
perform a pleasing duty in bringing these Officers to the notice of Government.

G. It will be observed also from the appended extracts, that the medical
subordinates have as usual been most attentive to their duties, and that in
many instances difficult and capital operations have been performed by them
with much dexterity and precision under the immediate supervision of the
Officer in charge, while they gave valuable assistance in the performance of
other operations, and in conducting the after treatment.

7. The three Native Surgeons, Jesudasen, Mooneasawmy and Bauloo
have progressed in a very eatisfactory manner; the testimony as to their zeal
and dilizence, recorded by Messrs. Ranking, Foulis and Colebrook is very

gratifying, and in due time the views of the Board as to their future employ-
ment will be communicated to Government,

8. The total sick treated in all the Dispensaries has amounted to
1,19,619; an increase of 17,268 over those during the preceding year. The
very considerable number of applicants to the Dispensary at Secunderabad in
this the first year of its operation, cannot fail to attract notice; it proves at
once the utility of and urgent necessity that existed for such an institution.
Surgeon Richmond, in charge, turns the opportunities it offers for clinical
teaching of the subordinates at the station, to the greatest advantage; they

attend at certain preseribed times, and each in turn is allowed cither to perform
or asgist in the several surgical operations.
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18aries for the undermentioned years.

5]
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185
Vepery....... 19
. 115
Dispensary  atf .
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Hospital. ... .
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11, The following table will shew the working of those Dispensaries
wherein the increase of sick treated has been greatest during the year, as
gompared with preceding year.

I Increase [nerease
Dispensaries. |1851 18521 over Dispensaries.  [1851]1852 | over
1851 1851

1 Tinnevelly . hﬂ]ﬂ' 4212 2003 1 7 Madura. «.us qﬁ']ﬂ J986] 1391
2 Kurnool. .. 4308 '6137| 1829 | 8 Chittoor ... ... .. .Hl‘f 4702 1366
3 Ir].m]trah}re 2007 3713|1616 | 9 Vizagapatam. . 24250 8780] 1355
4 TLlIther}' 1 584 2146] 1558 |10 Lying-in- I[uspll:‘i‘l 103] 1237 1134

5 Masulipatam 3284 4749| 1467 |11 Tri plu.une ...... 'EF-.;-lhlll],ﬁ-iB 1132
6 Chingleput.. 2387 3789 1402 |12 Chicacole........ 1645 2642 907

12, In these twelve Dispensaries, the increase has been 18,240. At
Tellicherry there is no regular Establishment ; but as the Dispensary there
was included in former returns, and as the applicants for relief have been
g0 numerous, it has been deemed proper to exhibit the number of sick treated
at this station, while it is well also to record that at Tranguebar, the returns
for the last six months of the year shew no less than 1,664 as having reeeived
aid and advice.

13. In the abstract statement of sick at the close of the General Returns,
the nature of the most prevalent forms of sickness both amongst # In" and
“ Out-patients” will be observed; the mortality amongst the former eon-
tinues high, no less than 446 deaths having occurred ont of 5,944, the number
treated ; or 7+5 per cent. Bowel complaints, dropsies, diseases of the lungs,
(frequently tubercular,) and cholera, have been the most fatal diseases ; the
high rate of mortality from the three former of these diseases, and also from
affections of the liver, bears out the statement made by many of the Medical
Officers in charge, that in many instances, the disease had advanced to a hope-
less state prior to admission.

14. Amongst the Out-patients, 208 deaths have been recorded from
113,675, the total number treated ; or somewhat less than two in the thou-
sand ; 82 of the deaths are under the head cholera, which from 281 the total
treated, gives a ratio of 20 per cent; fevers, chest affections, diseases of the
bowels, rheumatism and venereal affections form very considerable items, in
the retarn ; while from ¢ all diseases” it may be observed that the daily num-
ber under treatment has been 2,530, that is 408 in-patients, and 2,122 out-
patients.

15. 1In the Vepery Dispensary a slight alteration is required, viz., the
partitioning off a certain portion of the female ward for certain cases of diseaseg
which the Board beg leave to recommend may be sanctioned ; some small
improvements in other Dispensarics at out-stations have boen carried into cffect




G
by the local authorities. The rent is a heavy item in the roll of expenses
for the maintenance of the Dispensaries, and the Board would again respect-
fully point out the great desirableness of these institutions being Government
property.
16. Agreeably to the wishes of Government conveyed in para 7 Ex-
tract Minutes of Consultation, Judicial Department, No. 735 of date 15th

November last, I hav . .
General Hospital. L e the honor under instructions

Native Infirmary. from the Medical Board to transmit a return of
:;‘:i};':tf f};ﬁi}?‘- sick treated at the various Civil Institutions at the
Male An}rlnm: Pl'ﬁsidﬂnc] margina]l:,r nﬂtﬂﬂ* during the year 1352,
Female Asylum. with the following observations for the information

House of Industry.
of Government.

17. The public health during the year may be said to have been highly
satisfactory ; the several districts enjoyed an almost complete immunity from
epidemic disease; a few cases of cholera have been recorded, but the disease
occurred only in sporadic cases, and for the most part in some of the most
crowded and low lying streets near the main drain, which latter may be well
designated the monster nuisance of Black Town. This healthy state of the
Presidency may in a great measure be attributed to the great amount of rain
which fell during the year, the quantity registered was 73 inches. The
drains in Black Town, in Vepery and Choolay, and also in Chintadrepettah
and Triplicane were thereby well cleared several times, in addition to which,
the temperature was considerably moderated; provisions of all kinds were
abundant and at moderate price, all conducing to the preservation of health.

General IHospital.

18. 1In the General Hospital, the number treated (civil patients, Euro-
pean and Native,) has been 859, an increase of 255 over the preceding year,
and which is mainly attributed to the reduced scale of charge introduced into
the hospital under date 9th June 1852. The amount of mortality, 49, has
been of course numerically greater, but the ratio per cent on the sick treated
is similar to that of former years, viz. 57 per cent.

s 19. The number treated annually for the last six years may be thus
shewn :

Average per centage
Years. | Treated. | Died. of deaths for each l
year.

1847 4506 29
1848 G664 20
1849 534 34

1850 640 37
1851 604 28
1852 B39 49

GRS
b Rl J ISR
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20. By this increased number of sick, a larger ficld has been open for
the elinical teaching of the students of the College, and the opportunitics thus
offered, have been duly taken advantage of ; but the Board would draw special
attention to the radically bad construction of this hospital, and its want of
clevation, whereby due ventilation is prevented, and adequate improvement
rendered almost impossible ; the building moreover is so much enclosed and
guarded, as to render it in some degree repulsive to Native applicants, which is
to be regretted, this being the chief hospital at which the students of the
Medical Collere receive clinical instruction, the most important part of all
their studies.

House of Industry.

2]. The House of Industry adjoining the Native wards of the General
Hospital, is still occupied as such; the wishes of Government as to the pre-
mises being transferred to the General Hospital for the purposes of a Dispen-
sary as soon as other accommodation can be proenred for the inmates of the
House of Industry, are kept in view, and it is to be hoped that this will soon
be accomplished. The average number of inmates during the year was 35,
but this number has been frequently tc a considerable extent renewed by the
departure of some, and the entrance of fresh arrivals, and this explains the ap-
parent heavy sickness uniformly observed in the returns of this institution ;
while at the same time it may be observed, that in not a} few instances, appli-
cants are admitted or rather bronght to the refuge in a most miserable state of
destitution, and this accounts for the eomparative high rate of mortality pre-
sented by the same return ; in the present instance 4 deaths are recorded, all
feeble children, who died shortly after admission, from bowel complaints.

Native Infirmary.

22, This valuable institution continues to be highly appreciated by the
Native community of Black Town and Royapooram. The total treated dur-
ing the year has been 969 males and females, and the average daily sick has
been 63. Of the number treated, 224 proved fatal; this heavy mortality is
attributable to the hopeless condition in which many poor creatures, picked up
in the streets of the eity, are brought to the Infirmary, in whose cases medicine
can be of little or no avail. But in addition to this, always a more or less
constant source of mortality locally, intractable cases of disease are frequently
received from the shipping in the roads, such as Lascars from the Cape and
Australia, returned coolies from the Mauritius and West Indies, whose consti-
tutions have been deeply undermined, and whose health has become irreiriev-
ably injured.

23. In the return of sick, there is happily a total absence of epidemic
discase, fevers have been few in number, only 38 admissions with 4 deaths,
and of cruptive fever, 20 with one casualty, of cholera 15 cases have been
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recorded, scattered over the entire twelve months ; of these seven died. The
mortality has chiefly resulted from chronic disease of long standing, such as
bowel complaints, atrophy and dropsy ; under these threc heads, 113 deaths
are recorded, while 45 are under the head senectus.

24, The varieties of disease met with in the Native Infirmary are very
numerous, and the constant succession in which they oceur, offers a valuable
field of observation, which is duly taken advantage of for the advancement of
the medical students doing duty at that institution. The Medical Officer in
charge gives clinical instruction daily to the pupils, who assist also at the
operations.

Leper Hospital.

25. In the Leper Hospital attached to the Native Infirmary, 154 patients
hiave been treated during the year—viz. 27 East Indians, and 127 Natives ; of
these 16 were discharged cured, (14 Natives and 2 East Indians,) and 56 re-
lieved, (48 Natives and 8 East Indians,) 21 died, (19 Natives and 3 East
Indians,) leaving G0 under treatment at the ciose of the year, (46 Natives and
14 East Indians). The average daily number in hospital has been 35, viz.,
40} Natives, and 14§ East Indians.

26. In Leprosy considerable benefit has resulted from the use of fish
liver oil; it is a valuable adjuvant in many cases of the disease, both in the
incipient and advanced stages, acting not only as a good nutrient, but as an
alterative ; as yet however it does not appear from its effects that it exerts any
permanent action against the progress of the wilment, or eradicates the disease
from the system; but the marked improvement observable after two or three
weeks” use of the oil, in several instances when the body was emaciated to
the last degree, has been very striking, the body becoming comparatively
plump with renewed strength; it is to be hoped that further trial may lead
to a happy result.

27. Some additional means of employment for the inmates of this institu-
tion, would appear to be desirable, and were a larger space of enclosed ground
available for gardening purposes, it would offer, a very eligible mode of useful
recreation, and quite congenial to both classes of the inmates, but especially
to the East Indians.

Idiot Asylum.

28. 1In the Idiot Asylum also attached to the Native Infirmary, there
have been on an average about 52 inmates; their bodily health has been good,
no diseaze of any consequence having occurred ; nearly one half have been
employed for 2 hours daily in light work, such as assisting to clean rice,
sweeping the compound, drawing water, and fetching wood from Cochrane’s
Canal ; this is considered to have been beneficial to health ; no casualty has
hieen recorded,
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Male Asylum.

99. A considerable diminution of discase is observable in the return
of sick in this Asylum, the admissionsbeing less by 285 compared with the
return of the previous year; this has been owing to the less prevalence of

ophthalmic and febrile discase, but especially the

1851-1852 former—vide margin. As stated in last year's re-

Oplthalimia e e port, much of the ophthalmic disease was produced

— —— factitionsly by the boys inserting irritating substances

ﬂ? ;_?_i between the eye-lids; means were taken to put a

stop to this objectionable practice, and with instant

effect ; etill however the number under this head

is large, and out of all propertion to those in the
Female Asylam as will be seen below.

285

i

30. Otherwise the general health of the boys in the Asylum has been
very fuir, no epidemic form of disease has presented ; at one time, the Medical
Officer observes, sudden sickness after meals was very frequent, occasioned
partly by badly cooked food, and the unclean state of the vessels used;
when the cause was discovered, it was immediately checked.

31. The average annual strength has been 287, from which 483 ad-
missions with 1 casualty have been recorded; or 168 per eent of sick, and
little more than a third of a unit of deaths to strength. During the preceding
year, the proportion of sick was 310- per cent from all diseases, and from
ophthalmic disease alone, the ratio of admissions was 172. The solitary fatal
case during the year resulted from fever.

Female Asylum.

32, The inmates of this institution have been as usual remarkably
healthy during the year; from an average strength of 243, the admissions into
hospital have been 594, with only 1 casualty, or 162- per cent of sick, and
0.4 of deaths to strength. Of the admissions, 251 were cutaneous affections
of a trivial nature, and 37 of ophthalmic disease; excluding these two diseases,
the ratio of sickness is only 44* per cent, and in the Male Asylum, the ratio
of sickness exclusive of the same discases, will be found to be 73 per cent;

thus shewing a greatly superior state of health amongst the inmates of the
Female Asylom ; and this statement will be eorroborated when it is observed
that in the Male Asylaum 065 cascs of fever have been admitted, 4 of chest
complaints, and 30 of diarrbwea, while amongst the girls only 43 of the
former, 8 of bowel eomplaints, and 2 of disease of the lungs have been record-
ed. The situation of the Female Asylum is greatly superior to that of the
other, and their diet and cxercises are scrupulously attended to.

ol
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33. Reports upon the other Civil Institutions at the Presidency have

Lunatic Asylum, No, 63, dated 18th March 1853, been ah‘ﬂll.f]]r" Sabraii rln o
Eye Infirmary, No. 92, dated 20th April 1853, vernment in the Board's com-
Lying-in-Hospital, No. 103, dated 5th May 1858. 0060 o marginally noted.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

A. LORIMER,
Fort S1. GEorGE, 21st July, 1853. Secretary Medical Board.

Ewxtracts from the Annual Reports on Civil Dispensarics,
Triplicane Dispensary.— Asst. Surgeon Cleghorn, M. D.

“I am happy to be able to report favorably on its progress. A very
large increase (1144) in the total number of out-patients will be observed. A
diminution of 12 in the number of in-patients is to be attributed to the removal
from the building formerly occupied—at this time the in-patients for several
weeks were reduced in number, but have since reached the former average.
The Mahomedan population who formerly entertained a great dislike to English
treatment, are now sensible of its value, and in large number seek advice at the
Dispensary, as well as at their own honses.”

Civil Dispensary, Black Town.— Asst. Surgeon Hunter, M. D.

“The Dispensary is popular among the Natives. Mr. Hewett's concili-
atory bearing is well caleulated to attract the people—many of the minor
operations were entirely performed by him and the Dressers attached to
the institution. Afier the morning visit my assistance was called in where
any casunalty seemed to require it. There were a number of exigencies such
as foreign bodies, (beads and tamarind stones, &c.) being impacted in the
ears and noses. On one occasion a quarter of an anna was lodged in the
pharynx, and ultimately escaped downwards. On another day a girl had a
crotchet needle dissected out of the palmar fascia. There were bites of dogs,
snakes and horses, goring by bullocks, and sundry accidents on the beach,
especially during the embarkation of the Troops for Burmah.”

“ The climate during the past year has been much more damp and vari-
able than usual, the falls of rain having been more continuous and heavy than

for many years past. The monsoon set in steadily on the 8th October, and
eontinued almost to the end of December, there was also a good deal of rain

during the hot season, and the total fall during the year was 72 inches (46
inches being the usual average). On the whole there has been less sickness
and mortality than usual, fevers and bowel complaints having been the princi-
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pal epidemics, and these being attributable to the filthy state of the localitics
where they were prevalent. This subject has been brought officially to the
notice of the Medical and Military Boards in the form of a sanatory report on
the Town of Madras dated 19th November 1852."

¢ There has been an increase in the number of patients who have applied
for relief at the Dispensary during the past year—the total number of appli-
cants having been 11,105—of these, the majority of the cases have been
diseases of the stomach and bowels. Abscesses, ulcers and boils have also
been prevalent. There have been 804 cases of fever, but on the whole these
have not been so severe as last year. Bilious remittent of a dangerous kind
occurred amongst the distriet patients in several localilies in Black Town,
but this was attributable to the filthy condition of some particular localities,
and the attention of the authorities was attracted to the subject in the report
on the sanatory condition of the district already referred to.”

“ There has been a steady increase in the number of surgical operations—
06 cases have been treated amongst the out-patients, Mr. Short and some of
the medical subordinates having afforded assistance in a great many of the
above cases. There have been 15 cases of fracture, 4 of dislocation, and a
cood many of wounds; 8 tumours have been removed either by the knife or
by lgature.”

Chintadrepettah Dispensary.—Garrison Surgeon R. Cole.

“ Remaining on the 1st January 1852....cc0auvnesansss 177

Admitted during the year..... s isnensntsasunnsneseonn 11,048

Discharged cured....coesussesoss sos vsssssranessess 11,821

Rﬁlievﬂ{l-tllnl-Annnl-.rll--n--ull-n-ll-l W o mw  EE R NE AR B ﬂ
Nﬂhetteri-lllllllll!!l!l-!l!-l--l AEEE R EE R R R R B EE R ‘}
Diﬂd L R N N N R R O O A O A B B B Y ﬂ

Remaining 31st December 1B52....ccvvvrernsssrenscnss 205

“ In reviewing the operations of the Chintadrepettah Dispensary during
the year 1852, it appears that 11,948 cases of diseaze have been treated, I
was absent from the Presidency on other duty during G months of the year,
and during the time that I was present, there was nothing in the character
of the diseases which presented themselves, or in the nature of the treatment
adapted, which affords ground for lengthened comment.”

Vepery Dispensary.—Surgeon J. Kellie.

“The Vepery Dispensary I am happy to say continues in every respect to
fulfil the benevolent intentions of Government, and is extensively resorted to
by the sick of the sarrounding country, as well as by those in the immediate
neighbourhood—7,809 patients suffering from every variety of disease have re-
ceived from it medical aid, and 96 operations have been performed.”

B
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“There has been an increase in the number of in-patients during the
year, and a decrease in the number of out-patients—the latter circumstance I
attribute in some measure to the season which has been one of plenty and
comparative salubrity.”

“ I would beg to suggest that the female ward be divided by a partition,
s0 that there might be two distinet wards—enc for the more respectable
classes, and the other for vencreal patients, whose presence in the ward I find
has operated prejudicially to the Dispensary, and continues to prevent poor but
respectable females becoming inmates of the Hospital.”

Dispensary attached to the Lying-in-Hospital.—Surgeon J, Shaw.

“ There have been admitted into the Dispensary attached to the Lying-in-
Hospital during the year, as in and out-patients, 1,223 ; of these 204 were
European and East Indian Women and Children, and 920 Natives.”

% Of the whole number, the admissions with diseases peculiar to women
were 397, and to ehildren 52."

% The daily average of in-patients in 1851 was 2} and of out 3§. In 1852
the average of in-patients was 19}, of out 214.

Civil Dispensary, Nellore.—Asst. Surgeon J. M. Jackson.

“ The return shews a decrease among both the in and out-patients, but
the cases admitted have been generally of a more severe nature than heretofore.
Of the seven fractures admitted, five were compound fractures with protrusion
of the fractured bone in each case from § to 1 inch, ail brought to the Hospital
from five to seven days after the injury was sustained, one of the cases—that
of a Brahmin lad about 12 years of age—was brought to the Hospital six
days after the accident; the lad it was stated had fallen from a tree, and
fractured the left forearm, it was set by some potters—they had fastened the
upper bandage too tight, and the arm began to swell, when instead of loosing
the bandage, they recommended the lad’s being brought to the Dispensary.
When he arrived, the hand and forearm were mortified, the radius and ulna
protruding about 2} inches. I at once performed the flap operation at the
elbow joint, and the boy was discharged cured. The other was a case of com-
pound fracture of the thigh of seven days’ standing, and though on admission
there was a copious discharge, swelling, and much contraction of the limb, the
lad was discharged cured with little or no shortening of the limb. The third
was a compound fracture of the leg of five days’ standing ; when admitted,
the whole limb was much swollen with protrusion of the tibia, and the foot
and leg much bruised by a heavy stone wall falling on it; this case was also
discharged after considerable pains and trouble as sound and good a limb as
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its fellow. The fourth was also a compound fracture of the leg with eompli-
cated fracture of the whole of the ribs on the right side oecasioned by a large
tree falling on the patient; this man sank thirteen days after admission—the
leg was uniting and doing well, death was caused by the severe injury reeeived
in the chest and spine aggravated by the length of time he was kept under the
tree before assistance could arrive to release him. The fifth was a compound
fracture of the lower jaw, which did well, and the patient 2 Brahmin female,
was discharged with little or no disfizurement, though a large portion of the
lower jaw with six teeth were removed: thus out of the five cases admitted
at the worst season of the year May and June, two limbs were saved, which
under ordinary circumstances would have been at once amputated ; and consi-
dering the time that elapsed previons to admission, and the inclement state of
the weather, I am much gratified with the happy result of my first determina-~
tion in the endeavour to save these two limbs, and I have been amply repaid
for all the care bestowed on them by the favorable result.”

“ Assistant Surgeon Jackson records that the  Institution™ is held in the
highest estimation by every class of the Native population.”

Civil Dispensary, Guntoor.—Asst. Surgeon F. Fletcher.

¢ T have much pleasure in again reporting favorably of the operation of
the Civil Dispensary at this Station. The uscfulness of the institution would
however be greatly increased, were there a larger and more suitable building
for the accommodation of patients, and I trust that during the present year,
Government will be pleased to sanction the necessary outlay for this purpose.”

“ The total admissions during the past year have been 3,815. Of these
196G were in-patients, and 3,619 out-patients; an increase of 52 of the former,
and of 462 of the latter is thus shewn over the admissions of the preceding
year. The operations performed were the following : excision of a large
tumonr attached to left side of neck, weighing 8 Ibs., ditto of a cancerous
growth of upper lip, and five amputations.”

Civil Dispensary, Chingleput.—Asst. Surgeon A. 0. Curvie, M. D.

. “ Considering the short time the new Dispensary has been opened, T am
glad to say that the attendance of both out and in-patients has exceeded my
most sanguine anticipations, and that all classes of the community are taking
advantage of the charity.”

¢ The number of out and in-patients treated have been 3,749, being an
increase of 1,387 over the previous year.”

“ Of the cases worthy of notice, the first to be described is that of a boy
aged 14, admitted on the 3d of June, from a village 15 miles distant. On his
admission an extensive incised wound 5 inches long by 3 broad, was found
dividing perfeetly the integuments and fascia immediately above the frontal
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sinuses, and about an inch of the frontal bone was found separated and adherent
to the divided integument, leaving the dura mater exposed, seemingly entire,
through which the pulsations of the brain were distinetly visible.”

“ At first the wound had a very sloughy appearance, owing to some
Native remedy having been applied prior to admission ; pulse 64, irregular, no
head-ache or intolerance of light ; appetite good, bowels slow, skin cool. It is
stated that the wound was occasioned by his receiving a blow with a large
knife 4 days ago.”

€ On the 26th the small piece of bone attached to the wound was removed
with the forceps, and was found to be merely a thin seale, and he has continued
since the 12th to improve.  On this date the tumour is described as still promi-
nent, and about a 3d less than at admission ; a bandage was therefore ordered
in addition to the simple dressing.”

# July Sth, is able to walk about, and the wound is greatly contracted,
although the tumour still protrndes to some extent but withont pulsation as
on admission—was discharged at the request of his friends, and I have lately
heard that he is following his nsnal avocations perfeetly well.”?

Civil Dispensary, Chittoor.—Asst. Surgeon H, Nott.

“ T would beg to call the attention of the Medical Board to the highly
salisfactory number of both in and out-patients as contracted with those of the
previous year, no less than 4,554 out-patients, and 175 in-patients over the
previous year, 1,359 out-paticnts, and 24 in-patients—this is a convincing proof
of the estimation in which the Dispensary is regarded by the Natives of this
district generally, for not only have the most respectable part of the commu-
nity at Chittoor resorted for medical and surgical treatment, but many have
come {rom a distance of 70 miles to avail themselves of the benefits of the in-
stitution ; a earefully conciliatory manner is observed to all applicants, and the
prejudices of caste as far as may be sedulously observed ; brahmins especially
when required to be furnished with liquid medicines, are allowed to bring water
in their own vessels for its preparation, and I have found all these little conces-
sions duly appreciated. No surgical operation, however simple, is performed -
without the full consent of the patient and his friends ; if it be a dangerous
operation, both friends and patient have the probabilitics or otherwise of reco-
very, fully explained. During the prevalence of cholera in an epidemie form,
medicines were dispensed at all hours from those suffering from premonitory
diarrhcea, and with great benefit.”

“ A second case of anthrax of a formidable nature occurred in an old
man, a basket maker; it was the size of a large dinner plate, and situated on
the lower part of the back; the whole part was soft boggy, of a livid purple
hue, and the greater portion in a state of gangrene, fever of a typhoid type had



apl— )R = s 5
S &5 l

= s — -

e oS | | TRACTS 1414(5) £

55 No 5

B:fs i

E — | &

SEsf o | |(sirsi a60039 ‘ 2

= w

ﬁ..i; Som. | | E

15

st in with great severity, and T feared the case would terminate fatally, the
patient’s bodily powers being much exhausted. A crucial incision six inches in
length and five broad was made and fully two inches deep, as the part was in a
high state of gangrene ; a portion the size of the palm of the hand was removed,
and subsequently other portions—warm dressings were applied, nutritious diet
administered, opium, ammonia and haustus cinchona with acid : sulph : dil :
carefully given ; under this plan of treatment, the patient’s sinking powers rallied
in a truly extraordinary manner, the sloughs became detached,—healthy gra-
nulations arose, and the patient left the hospital perfectly well, to the surprise
of his friends, who, as he was an old man and in such a feeble condition, con-
sidered when he was first brought, that his case was a hopeless one.”

Civil Dispensary, Cuddalore,— Surgeon W, Burrell.

“The new Dispensary built by Government having been reported as fit for
occupation, the patients were removed into it on the 25th November 1852 ; the
building is upon an excellent plan, and every way suited to the purpose.”

“The number of out-patients during the year has been 4,101, being an
excess of 422 over last year, so that in this department of the institution, ground
is being gained ; by far the most numerous class of diseases in ont-patients has
proved, as formerly, to be skin affections consisting principally of lepra and
psoriasis ; the next class in importance, though not in number, has been
diseases of the urino-genital organs, 195 of which were gonorrhea. With
regard to these diseases, I feel sure that the superiority of European treatment
over that of the Native doctors, is becoming more and more appreciated in this
district; dyspepsia is an affection of great prevalence in this neighbourhood,
and T generally find that it is traceable to the execessive use of tobaceo in one
form or other.”

Civil Dispensary, Trichinapoly.—Garrison Swrgeon H. Graham,

“ The table for the past year exhibits a somewhat less number of patients
than attended in 1851 ; but as the diminution is chiefly shewn in fevers and
bowel complaints, it seems not unreasonable to attribute the ﬁnlling off entirely
to a diminished degree of sickness in the population generally.”

“ My experience confirms in every respect what my predecessors have
recorded of the satisfactory conduct of the Second Dressers Francizs and
Shunmoogum ; but the latter has been almost exclusively employed with the
Collector or elsewhere since I have held charge of the Dispensary ; and there-

fore the duties have mainly fallen on the 2d Dresser Francis, leaving him less
leisure for study than is to be desired.”
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Civil Dispensary, Madura.—Asst. Surgeon J. Colebrook.

“ During the last six monthe, the whole of the most important cases have
been treated by Native Surgeon Jesudasen, who has so faithfully and ably for-
warded their history and treatment, in his two quarterly reports to the Medical
Board, that any remark on my part wounld be superfluous.”

“ The conduct of the 2d Dresser during the past year has been marked
by great assiduity and zeal for the patients’ good ; during the first six months
he has performed several capital operations under my superintendence with
much skill.”

Civil Dispensary, Combaconum.— Asst. Surgeen J. I, Stevens.

“ I am happy to state that there has been an increase of more than five
hundred applicants for relief during the last year, and the Natives appear to
appreciate and see the advantage of the institution. In all the operations that
have taken place, I have derived great assistance from the 2d Dresser Deava-
ram, who is attached to the Dispensary, and who has conducted himself
throughout the year, to my utmost satisfaction,”

Civil Dispensary, Salem.— Asst. Surgeon W, Scott, M, D,

“ The Government Dispensary building is, as at last report, in a state of
good repair and efficiency. The total number of cases treated in the year amount-
ed to 2,509, whichis a decrease of 359 compared with the year preceding.”

‘¢ This decrease may be sufficiently accounted for, by the absence of epide-
mic disease, the abundance of the crops, and the prosperous state of the district
generally.”

“ Although the number of out-patients was somewhat less than in the pre-
ceding year, which I attribute to the absence of epidemic disease, and the ex-
ceedingly healthy state of the seasons throughout the year, the attendance of
the towns people proved to be much more regular and punctual than formerly,
and patients come from long distances to place themselves under treatment.”

Civil Dispensary, Tinnevelly.—Asst. Surgeon F. L. Clementson.

“ 1 have here much pleasure in remarking the large inerease in the num-
ber of patients during this year. In 1851 there were admitted as in-paticnts
65; in 1852, 96; giving an increase of 31. Amongst the out-patients the
admissions in 1851 were 1,058 ; for 1852, 4,057 ; an increase of 2,009, shewing
that the Natives are willing to avail themselves of the benefits of this institution,
as it becomes more generally known. A great number of the patients come
for advice from long distances in the distriet,”
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* The diseases most Prm‘n]nnt amongst the in-patients as will be seen from
the accompanying return were primary and secondary sy philis uleers, fractures,
acute rheumatism and serophula.”

“ Amongst the ont-patients, uleers, dyspepsia, phlegmon and abseess, chronic
rhenmatism, disease of the skin prineipally scabies and psora, wounds and
injuries in the shape of contusions.”

“ Amongst the cases of interest were three amputations of the leg.”

“ I amputated the arm of a lad aged 15 who presented himself at hospital
with enlargement of the right hand, the distinctive characters of which had
been completely destroyed, the fingers appearing like three large tumours
projecting from the end of the forearm, which was shrunk in size ; and about 2
inches below the elbow joint; there was a marked constriction and eicatrix,
apparently adherent to the bones, The boy’s account was that he had fallen
from a pecotta about 18 months ago, and fractured his forearm, which had
been set by a potter, and this was the result. Chloroform was used in this case
with complete sucecess, and the boy completely recovered.”

“ One case of fracture was interesting : a boy aged 15 fell from a tree
alighting upon both his hands, which apparently saved his head and face, which
were only slightly bruised. The bones of the right forearm were fractured,
the ulna protruding through the skin—in addition to the fracture, there was
very congiderable bending of the bones. Both bones of the left forearm were
also very ‘much bent, but had sustained no fracture. The right ulna was
casily reduced by making extension. I feared for some time that amputation
would be necessary from the amount of swelling of the right limb, and con-
stitutional disturbance ; but youth and good diet carried him through, and he
has completely recovered with great deformity in consequence of the bending of
the bones, and in addition the loss of portions of the right radius and ulna
which became necrosed and separated, but he still possesses two very useful
arms."”’

Civil Dispensary, Coimbatore.—Asst. Surgeon W. H. Porteous.

“ The institution has the entire confidence of the inhabitants, and looked
upon by them as a boon of the greatest value. It has been resorted to by the
highest and lowest, both as in and out-patients; of the former 85 awvailed
themselves of the privilege of residing in it for the benefit of treatment, dieting
themselves, leaving only 75 who were unable to do so. The many operations
were all numerously attended, and an interest taken in the poor sufferers, by
the parties, who had ample means, of seeing the immense benefits to the public
of g0 charitable an establishment, which I have had much pleasure and satis-
faction in conducting, with the assistance of 2d Dresser Veerasawmy, whose
conduct throughout has been unexceptionable and praiseworthy.”
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Civil Dispensary, Coclin.— Asst. Surgeons J. Pringle M. D., and
E. J. Barker,

¢ Compared with the first six months of 1851, the number of admissions
in 1852 is less by 185, Thisis to be attributed more to the healthiness of
the town of Cochin and neighbourhood, than to any dislike of the Natives to
the institution—many instances can be pointed out in which patients have pre-
sented themselves for treatment on every occasion in which they may be sick,
returning again and again to the Dispensary. Many come on the recommen-
dation of their friends and relations who have themselves been under treatment

for other complaints in other Dispensaries, as at Mangalore, Calicut, Coimba-
tore.”

¢ There appears to have been 1,414 persons admitted on the books as out-
patients during the period under review, which with 54 that remained at last
report, makes a total of 1,468 treated, being 342 less than in 1851. Of in-pa=
tients 107 bave been admitted, and with 11 that remained under treatment at
last report, makes a total of 118 treated during the past year, being 26 more
thanin 1851. Eighty-six (86) of the above were dicted at the Government
expense, thirty-two (32) were provided for by their own friends.”

%1 find the scale of diet as laid down by regulation quite sufficient
generally speaking, and during the past three months have not ordered a single
extra. Of the total number treated during the year, viz. 1,586, 1,248 were
christians, the greater number of these being Native romanists, and the rest
Portuguese. I am unable satisfactorily to account for the decrease in the nume
ber of applicants for relief at the Dispensary during the past year, unless it be
attributed as Dr. Pringle remarks, to the healthiness of the town and neigh-
bourhood ; perhaps the change of Medical Officers during the year may have
had some influence in producing the effect noticed. I must however remark
that I have observed no disinclination on the part of any class of the inhabitants
to attend at the Dispensary.”

“ Second Dresser M. Chinnasawmy, No. 179, has been very attentive to
his duties during the period that I have been in charge; he appears to be
kind, gentle, and patient to the sick, and takes every opportunity of improving
his professional knowledge.”

Dispensary, Ootacamund.—Asst. Surgeon B, 8. Chimmo.

¢ Before concluding this report, I am happy to say the Government have
ordered that the Low Hospital shall be placed on the same footing as Dispensa-
ries in Zillauhs. A cookroom and out-houses, and a verandah all round the

hospital, are in course of erection ; and with a proper establishment of atten-
dants, I sincercly hope the hospital will prove of more benefit to the native
population than it has hitherto been.”
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Chinil }Jiﬂmmuy, Br”m'y.— (Faririson SJ':’J'*_{H"HH ngl'f.

“ The ont-patients in 1852 have been 1,333 ; 360 more than the previous
year. In-patients have numbered 19 less, having been 123, compared with 142
in 1851, The applicants have a relative increase beyond what figures shew,
when the very healthy season of the past year is taken into consideration ;
and the increase is progressive, the first two months of the year the nuomber
of patients was 46 and 85—during the past ten they averaged 120.  Auend-
ance has been more regular in 1831, 15* per cent ceased to attend ; last year
only 8 per eent.”

i The applicants for relief are thus classed as regards sex and age :—
Males. Females

Adulte . sssarssinsasnssananriqasen sarnannesuan DD 287

Children. sssnsrssrassnsnssrs so-as srpssanass 188 71

Total.... 1,048 358

They have come from the following places.

Bcllarfi-i-l-l.+i-..*i..--ll--il-lu-lll-i-i-i--.i.'-‘i-rri.'-..-‘ 1’144
cﬂd'}d Diﬂll‘iﬁlﬁ..--.. B EEE RS P N EE FEEE A RS R E DA E®E EEEE @ ]ﬂg
Dl]lﬂrpﬂrtﬂ-l)flli'l]iil.q-------q---nr------;4-.--”--.4.“. 17:}

_—

Total. ... 1,456
Civil Dispensary, Cuddapah.—Asst. Surgeon J. Peterkin, M. D,

# Fevers, diseases of the stomach and bowels, abscesses and uleers,
diseases of the gkin, rheumatic affections, wounds and injuries, discases of the
brain, venereal affections, and diseases of the genital organs, diseases of the
lungs, diseases of the eye, and dropsies, have been the principal discases.”

“ Wounds and Injuries.”

“ Eleven cases deserving some notica have been admitted under this head.”

“ An old woman named Paupammah aged 65, was attacked in the middle
of the night by a Buffaloe—she was seen by me about two hours after the
accident. There was an irregular jagged crescentic wound, three or four inches
long in right iliae region, vut of which were protruding, between three and
four feet in length of a small intestine, coiled round outside the wound on the
abdomen and covered with sand and bits of straw ; she was perfectly insensible
and quite cold. On washing away with care all extrancous matters, the
peritoneal coat appeared unusually red and vaseular ; and during the manipu-
lation necessary for the reduction of the bowel, the old woman shrank as if
gensible of pain, but did not speak. Prior to the reduction of the intestine, I

—

. —r

* Ineorrectly stated at 768 in the Report for 1551,
-
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removed from the abdominal cavity several large black eoagula which
presented themselves to view, and along with them a considerable quantity of
serum tinged by blood was exuded. The wound was stitched with four
interrupted sutares, and these supported by a soft compress and a bandage.
In spite of my remonstrances, the friends removed her immediately from the
hospital, T believe under the impression that she must die, thongh I told them
their removal of her was more likely to cause her death, as it was necessary
we should watch her closely, in case any bad symptoms should present them-
selves, I had enquiries made after her, and on the third day succeeded in
getting the friends persnaded to bring her back to hospital. On the 20th day
she was allowed to go home quite well, not having presented one unfavorable
symptom during the whole time. I have seen her about six months after,
and she was in good health, but had a hernial protrusion in the site of the
wound, though she seemed to think nothieg of it, nor to suffer any inconveni-
ence from it.”

 On a review of the operative proceedings during the year under report,
it will be found that ten have been performed by myself. The Dresser has
performed a large number of minor operations, among which may be enume-
rated four for relief of ranula, seven fractures bandaged and adjusted, five
cases of hydrocele, removal of a small scirrhous tumour, removal of a small
tumour of nature of elephantiasis, extraction of several teeth, opening of many
abecesses and buboes, reduction of dislocated lower jaw twice, three operations
for relief of phymosis.”

Civil Dispensary, Kurnool.— Asst. Surgeon C.J. Rogers.

“ T have much pleasure in being able to report the continued favorable
progress of this Dispensary. The number of applicants has considerably in-
ereased, viz., out-patients 5,914, being an inerease of 1,773. In-patients 1G9,
being an increase of 40 since the last annual report, making a total inerease
of 1,813. The benefit of the institution is becoming evidently more and more
appreciated ; the natives appear to have confidence, and many come from a
considerable distance for treatment, The in-patients are generally destitute
ereatures, suffering from severe diseases, mostly of long standing ; or such as
have received bad accidents, or require operations. The diseases which prin-
cipally came under my notice were fevers, rheumatism, ophthalmia, syphilis,
and skin diseases. Venereal diseases have been prevalent, especially secondary,
varying from discoloured eruptions, to the most inveterate ulcers, and fre-
quently nodes and caries of bone.”

“ The present Dispensary is but an indifferent building ; however a new
one is being erected, and ina few months will be finished, which will afford
excellent accommodation for both male and female patients.”
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“ The 1st Dresser Sanrungapawny’s good conduet and general attention
to his duties in every respect merit approval. He is zealous and very kind

to the patients; has a good practical knowledge, and performs minor operations
very well,”

Civil Dispensary, Masulipatam.— Asst. Surgeon J. Cramford.

# The Dispensary is making steady progress, native prejudice is decreas-
ing, and there would appear to be increased confidence in the benefits derived
from the institution amongst all classes. The best proof of this will be a com-
parative statement of the attendance with the preceding year. In 1851 I find
the total number of patients treated amounted to 8,224 ; whereas this year the
number is 4,706; (of whom 108 were pauper in-patients.) This gives an
increase of 24 in, and 1,408 out-patients over the last year. I think also there
is a better class of people now applying for relief, not the poor and destitute
only, but a class of people above this, and many of these come from long dis-
tances. Amongst this large number, there are always cases presenting them-
selves almost beyond the reach of medicine, and where merely palliative means

can be adopted, arising from previous mal-treatment or from their long
standing.”

“ The Dispensary is [ am sorry to say still the same building as mention-
ed in my last annual report, the situation is open and healthy enough, but as I
stated formerly, it is by no means central enough. On this subject the Board
directed that a change should be made to a more suitable place, but no house
has Leen found well adapted to the required purpose. The present building is
a long way from the Bazars and from the leading thoroughfare to Hyderabad,
on which there is a constant and considerable traffic. I have no hesitation

in saying, if the Dispensary was in the town, there would be a large increase
in the attendance.”

“ One Sailor, pauper in-patient admitted on 26th March, with a com-
pound fracture of the forearm close to the elbow joint, which was involved in
great inflammation and thickening. Ho states that 5 months ago, while working
near Calcutta in a boat, he met with the accident; a Doctor placed the arm in
splints, and his vessel proceeded to seca. He soon however removed the
bandages, and meeting with bad weather, he could not give it the necessary
care—five months have elapsed since then—he came here in a Dhoney the
other day, the arm presents the appearance of one large black fungous mass,
from which the blood pours on the least movement; the arm is gangrenous up
to this elbow joint, the man faint and weak, but willing, whatever necessary
should be done at onee. I accordingly operated at about the middle third of

the humerus. He bore it well, lost little blood, and within one month, he left
for his native couniry cured,”

















































