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One would delight to quote on about poor old Laycock, ¢ considered queer and
visionary and heterodox by the ‘unco guid’ of his own cloth, who could not see as far as
he could.” But the Author would fain trust that what Mr. Banks says so uffectionately
of White's History of Selborne, -  You have all read it ! " - will soon apply, and yet more
forcibly, and in respect of a wider audience, to his own delightful retrospect, ‘1865
and 1895 - Student and Teacher.” There are addresses that mark an epoch. This is one,

Beacon heights are few. Thirty years are an age, as time fliea to-day. But there
is one still with us, looked up to, beloved, the pride of our profession, who speaks to us
from yet an earlier date. From the breezy summits of the playful philosophy of Mr.
Banks, the deep and earnest tones of Mr. (now Sir James) Paget catch the attentive ear. It
is terms of loving companionship, of the closest of affectionate ties; it is as an elder
brother on the same road, in the same path, but just slightly in advance, that he leads,
but not drives; persuades and warns, but neither chides nor threatens. Here teacher
and pupil are one in aspirations and aims ; in work, — one had almost said in play.

“ Your responsibilities should be a motive to industry.. It is not necessary, if even
it were possible, that I should enumerate them. They are as various as the ills that flesh is
heir to: they are as deep as the earnestness with which men long to be delivered from
suffering or from the grasp of death. In short, gentlemen, they are so numercug and so
great, that there is buf one condifion in which a man can with comfort either undertake or
discharge them ; and that condition is the consciousness that ke has oequired the greatest
degree of fitness for the task, that his capacity end opportunities pevinit him to attain. Let
this be the constant and abiding incentive to hard work—the desire to have a guiet, though
a keen, conscience in the practice of your profession. In order to do this you must acquire
more knowledge than may at first thought seem necessary, because you must not be content
to have only just emcugh to pass your examinations. Bufficient for this purpese you will
certainly aftain. You will all receive your diplomas ;* indeed, if this were the only object
to achieve, the responsibility would rest on us rather than on you; for it is a part, and I
count it one of the smallest parts of our office, to ensure you this. . . . . Your
conscience must be your rule of action ; and if you consult this, the gquestion will be—not
what must I do? but what can I do, to be fit for the practice of my profession ! because the
only fitness high prineiple and a strict sense of duty will admit of, implies the possession,
not of a certain statute quantity of knowledge—some just-fitness for practice—but of afl the
knowledge that ever @ man can attain by the steady and active exercise of all his faculties.
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* Bometimes the beam of life and death is so nicely balanced, that it turns this way
or that according to the more or less skill that can be cast into the scale of life ; and, surely,
if we could gather into thought all the issues that are involved in the life or death of any man,
the anxiety of ignorance at such a time would be fntolerable. . All is permitted to
depend on the skill of one. . . . Consider that one yourself.”

Are there many as beautiful passages in medical hortatory literature ?

One short sentence must be added, which calls for the honour of capitals:—

“* HE THAT 1ATII THE HELP OF CIRCUMBTANCES MAY IE SURE THAT, IF HE RELIES ON
THEM, THEY WILL BE 0F N0 ADVANTAGE TO HIM, BUT A GREAT DETRIMEST : WHILE HE THAT IATH

THEM XOT MAY DE SURE THAT INDUATRY CAN BARNX WITH HONOUR ALL THAT CIRCUMBTANCES CAN
GIvVE."+

Less than forty years separate us from the commencement of the era in medical
educationalism marked by the passing of the Medical Act (1858). We have moved on

* In what contrast this stands with what wo see to.day.
t * Motives to Industry in the Study of Medicine,” - Paget, 1846,






























