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A LETTER TO THE KING.
R —

W i approach your Majesty, not as blind adoters of royalty,
but as faithful and dutifal subjects, whose fidelity and duty
are founded in our convictioa, that, in highly honouring and
cheerfully obeying your Majesty, in upholding, with all our:
might, your just prerogatives, and evincing our most pro-
found respect for your person, we best consult our own wel-
fare, knowing that you are endowed with those prerogatives
- for the common good of us all, and not for your vwn exclu-
sive advantage.

That feeling ourselves thus bound to your Majesty, not
by harsh constraint, but by a willing obedience arising from
a due estimate of our own interest and honour, regarding
vour person as sacred, not from servility of mind, hut because
you are the fountain of justice and mercy, taught by the
laws of our country that kings were made for the people
and not the people for kings, regarding your kingly powers
as given to you for the purpose of preserving the peace, the
rights, and the happiness of. the people, and more especially
for the defence and protection of the weak against the strong,
of the poor against the unjust encroachments of the rich, of
the fruits of industry against the wiles and the violence of
aristocratical ambition, arrogance and rapacity ; animated by
all these considerations, and beholding in your Majesty’s
most gracious conduct and demeanour an indubitable proof
of your anxious desire to promote our good by a redress of
our grievances, we, with the confidence with which suffering
children appeal to a tender father, lay those grievances be-
f'm{avynur Majesty.

e complain not of the form of that Government v hich has
endured for so many ages, and under which our fathers were
sofrew, lived in such ease and abundance, and saw their country
so great and so much honoured throughout the world ; we
complain not of the nature of the institutions of our country
~which have stood the test of centuries ; we complain not of
any thing, an attack on which would argue a hankering after
innovation ; but, on the contrary, it is of innovations, innova-
tions endless in number, cruelly oppressive, and studiously
insulting that we have now to make complaint to your
Majesty.

That we complain, generally, that the whole of the laws
passed within the last forty years, and especially within the
last twenty years, present one unbroken series of endeavours
to enrich and to augment the power of the aristocracy, and
to impoverish and depress the middle and labouring part of
the people ; and that to give yonr Majésty a ‘specinron of
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while the navy cost ondy seven millions a-year when we
were carrying on war against America, France, Spain, and
Holland : we complain that in this peace, which was to give
us indemnity for the past and security for the future, we are
loaded with taxes twice as heavy as those which were re-
quired during the war against all those powers ; we complain
that the emoluments arising from these establishments are
engrossed, for the far greater part, by the aristocracy and
their dependents, for whose sole benefit they appear to exist
to this enormvus extent, a conclusion fully warranted when
we sce that we have three generals for every regiment of
soldiers, two admirals for every ship of the line, that we
have, taking both services together, one commissioned
officer to every five private men, and especially when we
look at the families and connexions from which all the ofiicers
come: we complain that, in the navy, the bulwark of our
country, promotion and power are so bestowed, that sons
of the aristocracy, who were children at the end of the war,
have the command of ships, and have under them madsters
and lieutenants, who were fighting at sea before these com-
manders were born : we complain that, in pursuance of this
system of aggrandising the aristocracy at the expence, and
to the depressing of the middle and working classes, milita

and naval and ordnance academies have been established, for
the rearing of oificers for the army and navy, and that in
these the children of the aristocracy and their dependents
are nursed, fed, clad, and taught at the public expence, so
that, the middling and working class are compelled to pay
for the nursing and feeding of the children of the aristocracy,
and that, too, for the manifest purpose of excluding for ever
hereafter their own children and kindred from all chance, and
even all possibility, of possessing military or naval command :
we complain of the establishment of military asylums for
rearing up the children of soldiers in ease and comfort at the
public expence, the children of working men being, under
like circumstances, treated as paupers, while their fathers
are compelled to pay taxes to support these asylnms: we
‘complain, that, in accordance with this system of establishing
a permanent military force, while the pay of the private sol-
dier has been so angmented as to make it, over and above
his clothing and lodging and fuel, greater than the average
wages of the hard-working man, the soldier, like the aristo-
cracy, is excused fron paying postage on his letters, while
the hard-wcrrlain%- and half-starved man, who is taxed to
- maintain that well-fed and well-clad soldier, is not so excused :
we complain, that we have been taxed to give half-pay, in
the army and navy, to a large part of the clergy of the ‘esta-
blished church, who, for twelve years, were receiving tithes,
Easter-offerings, and other dues, as rectors and vicars, and
at the same time receiving military or naval half-pay, and
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most morad in the world, have become the most miserable and
degraded to be found on the face of the earth, those of un-
happy Ireland only excepted: we complain, that the land-
owners compel them to draw carts and waggons like beasts
of burden, that they keep men forcibly from their wives for o
purpose too gross to mention, that others forbid them to
marry upon pain of being left to beg or starve, and that
others sell them by the week or month by public auction :
we complain that the House of Commons, though fully ap-
prised of all this suffering, though they have, in evidence -
given before their committees, proof upon proof of the
wretchedness of the people, though they have in evidence,
that the honest working man is fed worse than the convicted
felons in the gaols and the hulks, though it has been proved
to them that the working people commit crimes for the ex-
press purpose of getting at the better fare in the prisous;
though they have been fully informed upon all these points,
though they must be acquainted with the nﬂtprit}us facts,
that the working people have, in many instances, resorted to
the food of hogs and dogs, and have in many others been
actually starved to death, they have adopted no measure for
their relief, but measures innumerable for their punishment,
closing, at last, with a bill to authorise the keepers of poor-
houses and hospitals to sell their dead bodies for dissection, -
and thus, in this signal respect, putting the honest, worn-out
or unfortunate man upon a level with the murderer !

That to our gracious and just and merciful King we com-
plain, as of the real cause of all these oppressions and
sufferings, that we are not represented in that which is called
and onght to be, the Commons’ or people’s House of Parlia-
ment : we complained, that though it had been stated to
that House in 1793, without an attempt at contradiction,
that one hundred and fifty-four peers and great commoners
and the treasury put a decided majority into the House, and
though, in 1809, the House had proof tendered (which it
would not receive) that iwo of the Ministers had actually
sold a seat in the House, yet when, in 1817, we petitioned
for such a reform as would put an end to such odious prac-
tices, that House, instead of listening to our humble prayers,
passed a law which enabled the Ministers to put us into
dungeons at their pleasure, deprived of the sight of friends
and of the use of pen, ink, and paper, which law was
carried into effeet with unheard-of severity and cruelty.

Thus, may it please your Majesty, we have, in all
humility and dutifulness, submitted to your wisdom and
justice a statement of a part of our manifold greivances and
suflerings : we have, in the sincerity of our hearts, expressed
to you our firm conviction, that all these have arisen from our
not being represented in parliament and as the means of






