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HISTORICAL, SKETCH OF ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 9

and 5 acres in Horsemonger Lande, rent £6 10s.—
that is, a rent of less than £10 for 40 or 50 acres of
what is now the busiest part of St. George’s and
Newington parishes.

I noted the impending surrender of the Hospital to
the King’s officers. At this time the management
was In a Master and Brethren and three lay sisters,
who made up forty beds for poor infirm people, to
whom they gave also victuals and firing.

As to the rebuilding in 1507. It was no doubt of
some architectural pretence; the sketch in the map
prefixed to my first Paper, although of the rudest,
implies a Gothic type. About this time Southwark
was graced with fine architecture ; for instance, Win-
chester House, the Palace of the Bishops of Winchester,
of which some very fine remains existed to my time ;
St. Saviour’s, or rather the Priory and Church of, as
yet, St. Mary Overy, of the same type as Salisbury
Cathedral, fully described and pictorially illustrated
by Mr. Dollman; Suffolk House, exactly opposite
St. George’s Church, built about 1518, by the Duke
of Suffolk, for his Duchess, the King’s sister: the
picture of it is roughly shown on the map, but very
grandly indeed on Van Wyngaerde’s pictorial map
of 1543,

These were not by any means all the noble build-
ings ; there were inns of Bishops, Abbots, and Pri lors,
all at that very time in Southwark. We may, I think,
assume that the churches also were finely decorated
and had musical services; the Rector of St. George’s
in 1510 was the King’s “lutanist.” The church was
of course supplied with the famous stained glass of
Southwark ; the brotherhoods and sisterhoods in their
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Through the fervent appeals of good Bishop Ridley
under King Edward VI, as already said, the Hospital
was re-founded and munificently endowed by the King
and by the liberal City merchants. Curiously enough,
in the selection of the City managers from every
Ward, none represents the place of the Hospital, the
Bridge Ward Without—that is,Southwark. But then,
it is quite understood that Southwark never had
more than a left-handed connection with the City.
The inhabitants of Southwark were as outlying people
beneath the Civic dignity. The particulars as to the
management of these charitable contributions are
contained in the Memoranda of the Royal Hospitals.

In the interval between this time and the end of
the seventeenth century, the history of the Hospital
is very rich in incidents: if is almost like a romance,
full of quaint and interesting matter. As to people,
there are the Woodruffes, whose pedigree is given in
Manning’s Surrey. David Woodroffe, the cruel Sheriff,
he who reviled the Martyr Rogers on his way from
judgment at St. Mary Overy to death by fire, was
one of them; Sir William Chester, the other Sheriff
and Governor of St. Thomas's, kind and considerate
as Woodrofle was brutal; Robert Offley,—alike in
parsimony and princely liberality another Thomas
Guy,—also bequeathed half his estate to the poor ;
William Hewitt, the merchant who lived on London
Bridge, was Mayor of London and a Governor: it
was his child who fell from the window into the
river and was rescued by Edward Osborne, his appren-
tice, husband of the girl when she grew up—at length
himself Lord Mayor, Treasurer of St. Thomas'’s, and
founder of the Ducal house of Leeds.
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Here now is an incident in the management,
significant of other times and other manners. The
matron of 1564 complains of Jone Loune and Mary
Allyn : one isin love with Clement Starkye, the other
with Robert Holland, one of the poor—they are
respited for a month upon their good and honest
behaviour. It must be remembered that among the
charges to the nurses and keepers of the wards, in
the order of the Hospitals, 1557, is this: ¢ ye shall
not resort nor sufler any man to resort to you before
ye have declared the same to the almoners or matron
and have obtained their fayour and license to do so;”
and in the revised order, 1647, none of the poor
was to “talk susspitiously nor contract matrimony
with each other or within the howse.” In 1578,
John Willye, under surveyor, confesseth before the
Governors that he is toward marriage ; he is warned,
whereupon he abuses the steward. In 1580, Barker
of Lambeth craves favour with the Governors—he
wants to marry the cook’s widow ; he may do it if so
disposed, the Governors say. An order of this time
tellsits tale. The Governors say there shall after this
be no more wedding dinners within the Hospital—they
had evidently been too kind. The Governors try to
manage the women,—they take note that one misuses
her tongue, another is generally unquiet, and several
of the sisters had been straying out without leave to
Southwark Fair, which was held up to the very gates
of the Hospital in September of every year.

In 1571, a “ phesyssion,” Mr. Bull, is appointed at
a salary of 20 marks by the year, and to have a house
in the Close; he acts as general doctor, superintends
the apothecary and his drugs, but professionally is in
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about 500 houses, were burnt down, blown up, and
wholly destroyed. Twenty or more people were
killed and many wounded.

The fire ravaged both sides of the main street of
Southwark, as far as the porch of St. Thomas’s
Hospital, which was broken down on the eastern
side. In commemoration, a tablet was placed over
the great staircase of the Hospital, with the following
inscription :—

“ Laus Deo.

Upon the 26th of May, 1676, in the 28th year of
the reign of our Sovereign Lord King Charles the
Seecond, about three of the clock in the morning,
over against St. Margaret’s Hill, in the Borough of
Southwark, there happened a most dreadful and
lamentable fire, which before ten of the clock at
night consumed about 500 houses. But in the
midst of judgment God remembered mercy, and by
His goodness in considering the poor and distressed,
put a stop to the fire at this home, after 1t had been
touched several times therewith. By which, in all
probability, all this side of the Borough waspre-
served. This tablet is here put, that whoso readeth
it may give thanks to the Almighty God, to Whom
alone is due the honour and praise. Amen.”

In 1694 the Hospital was complained of as old,
low, and damp. £2,000 had been already spent in
rebuilding, a first stone having been placed by the
Lord Mayor, in 1692; but the work stayed for
want of money. A great effort is now resolved upon.
A long list of Governors is made out, of those who
had given, and, by way of stimulus and reminder,
also of those who had not subseribed towards the
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To return to the Hospital. By Order of State,
wounded soldiers and sailors were to be received at
St. Thomas's Hospital. Evelyn, in 1689, comes from
the Privy Council with orders that half the beds
should be kept for the sick and wounded in the war.
Out of this comes trouble; above 4,000 men were
admitted, and for each there was an allowance of
6s. 8d. On inquiry it was found that the physician
and surgeon, Torlesse and Elton, had kept the money
as their right, which it was not ; they were suspended
and at length dismissed. Their appeal against the
decision, made to the Privy Council, was also dis-
missed.®

Something more is recorded against these two.
Torlesse had, it appears, a method of treatment,
which, curiously, he kept secret; the Governors of
the Hospital required to know of it, apparently as a
test of supply, but the doctor kept to his secret ; a
stranger affair than this altogether, the surgeon
Elton. had assaulted Simon Ridout, another surgeon,
in the wards—had in fact beaten him hefme the
patients, and was of course suspended. Elton
begs pardon, with promises not to offend again, and
is restored. Both are at length dismissed ; Torlesse
dying afterwards in great poverty.

Even so late as my own early time, our surgeons
were not too delicate: rough jokes were common at
lectures, and so were a few oaths at the bedside; but
1t was rough in what was called good society fifty
years ago.

Let me give you a running sketch of some of our
better men,

* MSS., Lambeth.
b
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employed surgeon in England. Pope was attached
to them both, and in his choicest way testified his
friendship and his trust in the well-known happy
lines—

« Late as it is, I put myself to school,
And feel some comfort not to be a fool:
Weak though I am of limb and short of sight,
Far from a lynx and not a giant, quite—
I'd do what Mead and Cheselden advise
To save those limbs and to preserve those eyes.”*

How could such a man as Cheselden live among
envious mediocrities ? Envy and detraction pursued
him. He resigned his post at the Hospital in 1738,
partly in disgust at the asperity to which his ability
and marvellous success had exposed him. He gave
up practice at forty-nine, but filled to the end of his\ a0
day the hnnnura!::le and honorary position of Surgeon ] ;“;‘%g‘{_
to Chelsea Hospital.

The school at St. Thomas's was almost eaten out
with dissensions, which in 1708 had greatly crippled
it ; the feeling was no doubt that worst form of
trades unionism labouring to bring the highest
natural ability and character down to the level of in-
dolence, mediocrity, and covetousness. The College
of Barber-Surgeons appear to have interfered in this
way at St. Thomas’s. In 1696 they send formal
notice that the surgeons are to limit the number of
their “cubbs "—the nickname of the surgical student
or dresser (from cubile, a bed, probably). In 1702
three “ cubbs” only are allowed.

Cheselden, as a true surgeon, practised anatomy and

¢ Imit. Horace, Book T, Ep, 1,

b 2
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leg, his pale, strumous face, dressy appearance, white
wig, and long sword. Once he was very near a duel,
but as one doctor would not fight in the morning,
nor the other in the afternoon, the meeting could not
ceme off. 1 come now to a far greater physician,
Sir Gilbert Blane, friend of Cullen and of Hunter,
and Doctor to Rodney’s fleet, a high authority on
State medicine—*‘ chill blaine,” the wits called him.
We may indeed believe him to be the father of
sanitary medicine ; his work on the diseases of sea-
‘men is exceedingly valuable in that way. His mantle
has, curiously enough, fallen on a St. Thomas’s man, a
greater than he, the greatest living sanitary surgeon,
John Simon. Cline was a great surgeon, a lover of
freedom, and perhaps of something more, and fully
alive to the abominable politics of the time. He
- attended Horne Tooke in the Tower and in his last
illness, and was a friend of Thelwall. Many another
might be noted, characteristic of the time ; but there
is necessarily a limit to our admiration of these nobles
of medicine.

Not strictly connected with any hospital, with
medicine only a little, and somewhat with Southwark,
there was Dr. Goldsmith. I must speak of him here,
On December 2nd, 1758, Oliver Goldsmith presents
himself for examination at the College of Surgeons,
then by the Old Bailey, and although we may gather
from another doctor, Smollett, in his Roderick Random,
fictitious barber and surgeon, how rough and unready
the whole thing was, yet Goldsmith was rejected as
unfit even for that; the full entry runs thus:—9
“James Bernard Mate to an hospital, Oliver Goldsmith

* Dritish Medical Journal, 1875, p. 367,
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The word Incurables is explained not as meaning
cases without remedy, but of those giving small hopes
or needing much time, which cases might indeed be
selected out of other hospitals than St. Thomas’s.
In other words it was to be a Convalescent hospital,
a need now seen more and more clearly, and which
the feeling hearts and wise forethought of Guy and
Mead led them to provide. They were deeply im-
pressed with the weakly look of half-cured patients,
of their unfitness as yet to begin the struggle of
everyday life again; the intention was that wherever
possible more time should be allowed for a complete
and strong recovery. The words of the Will and
Act of Incorporation are clear: the Trustees were
to provide beds for 400 poor persons or more,
labouring under diseases thought capable of recovery,
but who, by reason of small hopes or length of time
required, are not fit objects for Thomas’s or other
hospitals—the same should be admitted into Guy's
for so long a time as might be thought fit. Here
was scope for a wider good than could be compassed
in a mere hospital. It should be said that the
Trustees and Governors were allowed considerable
discretionary latitude, but it must also be said that
they appear to have used it in the wrong way.®

The sympathy and charity of Thomas Guy had
often been attracted to these cases: his wishes do
not, however, seem fo have been well regarded, and
this led, if is said, to Dr. Mead declining the par-

* Dr. Mead and Guy were in advance of their time, [ quote from
a Return of Charities—19th June, 1865, p. 228 :—% A convalescent is
intimately connected with a curative hospital, and it is an axiom in

medical and surgical practice never to keep a patient a day longer
in the curative hospital than is absolutely essential.”
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The cardinal point in the management of Guy’s
Hospital was a committee of twenty-three, including
President and Treasurer;’ and among the first ap-
pointed were four doctors. This, although one of
the most natural of appointments, appears to have
been systematically evaded. The government of
Guy’s Hospital seems, indeed, to have been after a
time a case of neglect of duty by the “Twenty-three,”
who were, as the words of the Will and Act say, * for
the more constant and ordinary management of the
estate and charity.”

The Hospital was intended for 400 patients, but
bequests since that have very largely extended the
scope of the charity. In 1725, 60 patients were
admitted ; in 1726,100. In one year of this our time,
Inote 715 beds and 80,000 out-patients.”® It must be
remembered here that such a number of sick people,
relieved or attempted to be relieved at one institution,
must surely lead to mischief every way, among others
to the hasty and superficial examination of cases,—
bad for the poor, for the students too much confused
to learn well, and for the Hospital, whose funds are
wasted. In the year above referred to the income
was £43,000, but no income could be large enough
for such unlimited charity, if indeed such methods
come at all within the definition of charity. T deplore
greatly the evil days that have fallen upon this great
Hospital. An entire change of some sort seems
necessary here, perhaps in the shape of a younger

energy and a more entire adaptation to the conditions
of the age.

* 11 Geo. 111, and Guy’s Will.
" Hist. fntrod. Prospectus to Medical School.


















