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amount of animal matter which rots beneath the
surface. The vaults beneath churches are, in
many instances, similarly overloaded with materials
of putrefaction, and the atmosphere, which should
be kept pure and without admixture for the living,
is hourly tainted with the feetid emanations of the
dead. For the most part, houses are seen to rise
on all sides in immediate contiguity to the burial-
ground, forbidding the possibility of even such
ventilation as might diminish the evil; and the in-
habitants of such houses complain bitterly, as they
well may, of the inconvenience which they suffer
from this confined and noxious atmosphere.

“ With respect to burial in vaults, which prevails
to a very great and dangerous extent in this City,
I may observe that, among persons who are ill-
informed on the subject, there exist erroneous
notions as to the preservation of bodies under these
circumstances. They are supposed, from the com-
plete closure of their coffins, to remain unchanged
for ages, like the embalmed bodies of Egypt and
Peru; or, at least, if perhaps they undergo some
interior and invisible change (as the chrysalis within
its sheath) yet to suffer no interference with their
general arrangement, no breach in the compactness
of their envelope. Nothing can be less correct
than this supposition.

“ It is unnecessary that I should detail to you the
process of decay, as it occurs within the charnel-
house, nor need I inquire for your information
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to establish the importance of abolishing a system
which maintains on so large a scale the open putre-
faction of human remains within places of frequent
vesort, and in the midst of populous habitations.

« It is a very serious matter for consideration, that
close beneath the feet of those who attend the
services of their church, there often lies an almost
solid pile of decomposing human remains, co-
extensive with the area of the building, heaped as
high as the vaulting will permit, and generally
(as I have shown) but very partially confined. And
if it be the case, as perhaps it may be, that the
frequenters of the place of worship do not com-
plain of any vitiation of the atmosphere, or perhaps
do not experience it, not the less is it true that
such a vitiation occurs, and (whether to the special
detriment of the congregation or not) contributes
to the overladen putrefactiveness of our London
atmosphere.

In respect of such vaults, I do not consider that
the mere cessation of burial in them will be suffi-
cient; seeing that at the present moment they
contain amongst them many thousand coffins, as yet
tenanted by the materials of decomposition; and year
after year, if left in their present state, these will
be poisoning the air with successive instalments of
their progressive decay. It seems to me quite in-
dispensable that some comprehensive measure should
be undertaken, for abolishing at once and for ever
all burial within the City of London. Conjointly
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cesspool, or dead dogs floated at high water into the
mouth of a sewer, or stinking fish thrown overboard
in Billingsgate-dock, or the remains of human
corpses undergoing their last chemical changes in
consecrated earth, the previous history of the de-
composed material is of no moment whatever. The
pathologist knows no difference of operation be-
tween one decaying animal substance and another.
As soon as he recognizes such matter undergoing
decomposition, so soon he recognizes the most fertile
soil for the increase of epidemic diseases; and I
may state with certainty, that there are many church-
yards in the City of London, where every spadeful
of soil turned up in burial sensibly adds to the
amount of animal decomposition, which advances—
too often inevitably, around us. T have, therefore, no
hesitation in accounting intramural interment as
one of the influences prevailing against health
within the City of London; and I have no doubt
that it contributes considerably to swell our lists of
deaths from fever and the allied disorders.

“Nor can I refrain from adding, as a matter
claiming attention, that in the performance of in-
tramural interment there constantly occur disgust-
ing incidents dependent on overcrowdedness of
the bwial-ground ; incidents which convert the
extremest solemnity of religion into an occasion for
sickness and horror; perhaps mingling with the
ritual of the Church some clamour of gravediggers
who have miscalculated their space; perhaps diffus-






