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THE CASE FOR A MINISTRY OF HEALTH. 157
powers are given to the local authorities to execute and to the Bt:‘-ard
of Supervision for the relief of the poor to direct, complete regulations
in every department that concerns the public health. And in Ireland
the public health functions of the Poor Law Commissioners are
becoming more and more extended and effective. It is satisfactory,
moreover, to find that the noble efforts which are made for the
sanitary improvement of India will support and be supported by the
general methods herein recommended. And although we shall have
no formal connection with the sanitary codes of the United States,
Germany, France, Denmark, Belgium, and other countries that have
supplied us with help and suggestions, yet we dre equally sure that the
éeneral scheme here proposed will coincide with the broad views of
some of the best thinkers in those countries.

19. We have not touched on the relations to the Central Health
Office of the skillc? class of medical officers in the Army and Navy,
to whom the country owes much of the present amount of sanitary
knowledge. The working of the Contagious Diseases Acts, the guestions
affecting military and naval Hospitals, and the important statistics
of the Army and Navy, will make it quite necessary that these bodies
should be represented in some manner at the Public Health Office.
We presume that the Medical Council of Education also will have an
immediate official connection with a Minister whose office, under the
proposed scheme, would contain so many persons intimately acquainted
with the medical necessities of the nation.*

Lastly, we have not omitted to weigh the relation of our views to
further social changes in respect of local administration. Changes in
local taxation, in counties, in unions, even in parishes, will not affect
our system, nor wounld the mode of election of local and sanitary boards,
nor even any radical change in the constitution of the Poor Law Board
so often discussed; changes in these could not injure, probably would
aid our sanitary staff. If the sanitary units be small, they will be
united; if they be large, they will be subdivided for various purpoges.
The population of these islands is still so irregularly massed that its
sanitary wants cannot be provided for by one rigid set of rules: and
it is here and there so dense that the arrangements of nature for water
supply and drainage are as inadequate, as they have long hecome for
the production of common food. All the more must there be an all-
pervading elastic system which may act on local ignorance with
rapidity, and may at the same time allow local knowledge and energy

—
* —

—

* This connection of the Medical Council with the Minister of Health need not affe

the relations of the Medieal Council to a Minister of Betoatlon; i soch Tﬂll‘l.t.iu-nl-wbcl
also deemed to be desirable. It is, at all events, to be wished thint tho Presldent of :;m
Medieal Council should have direet confidentinl access to some SEpaR s i i)
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