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Though a missionary community receiving and training
continually changing candidates who are drafted south tn
the desert to teach the heathen the True Faith, and certain
manual arts, still the director of the Convent, the Reverend
Father Delattre, sees men come and go, and himself remains
with a little band to accomplish one of those glorious victories
of peace, by patient research, by applied scholarship and by un-
tiring zeal, forcing the past to yield up her secrets, to unfold
page by page the mystic scroll of the buried years.

Wherefore behold a change, silent and modest though
methodic, and tentative in its beginnings, but pregnant with
mighty results, and the Convent Museum which stands where
the ancient Phoenician citadel once stood, holds to-day such
a precious and unique collection as must command the
profoundest admiration and distinguished recognition of the
world's savants.

In the Museum of Antiquities at Cagliari is another rich
and interesting gathering of Punic remains and workmanship,
collected in Sardinia alone—an island which would appear to
have imbibed and retained a more thoroughly Phoenician
character than any of the other Carthaginian territories, not
even excluding Cyprus. But the main point of difference
between the collection at Cagliari and that at Carthage seems
to lie in the fact that the former is of a more or less fixed
character, the precious bequest of a few rare souls and the
spoils of another district many miles from Cagliari in the
north-west of Sardinia, whereas the treasure garnered up at
Carthage grows in ever increasing quantity ; and the continual
record of each find, with its image and superscription, is given
to the world through various channels—notably that of the
Comptes Rendus of the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles
Lettres. -
The systematic excavation of Carthage undertaken on the
initiative of Cardinal Lavigerie, and pursued with so much
enthusiastic pains by the Reverend Pére Delattre, in additio
to his unceasing ecclesiastical duties as Arch-Priest of th
















Architectural Fraements Temple of Ceres, Carthage
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It was often the custom in Roman times to confide the
sacerdotal ministry of Ceres to matrons of the upper classes,
whose office lasted for one year ; and M. Delattre mentions that
in an epitaph from Carthage which was acquired by the British
Museum from Mr. Davis, the word Cerealis is given as a
cognomen or possibly a title to a woman of Carthage. :

The ludi cereales consisted chiefly of processions in which
nuts and dried peas were thrown to the crowd, and curiously
enough an egg was solemnly borne as a symbol of the earth.
which Ceres had been obliged to overrun, in searehing for her
daughter Proserpina, a proof that the ancients were acquainted
with the real form of our planet. 3

It was at the commencement of the fourth century before
our era that the Carthaginians, frightened by their reverses in
Sicily, and attributing them to the vengeance of the godde:
Demeter and Persephone, because the army had ﬂulated
ravaged their temple at Syracuse, resolved to introduce th '==
into their pantheon. They raised statues to them, and, in
order to render themselves favourable to the goddesses, they
essayed to honour them with the pomps and rites of Greek
sacrifices. In addition they gave the care of their cult to
Greek priests. L

The panic which was a prelude to the establishment of th 1_
cult of Ceres and Proserpina at Carthage, and the influence
which the Greek priests exercised on the manners of the
Carthaginians, seems both to explain and admit of the datin
of the unexpected appearance of the custom of burning the
dead and enclosing their calcined and broken bones in little
stone chests. .

The necropolis of Douimes, which dates approximately
from the end of the seventh century to the first years of th
fifth century, has furnished scarcely an example of crema-
tion in upwards of a thousand sepulchres visited, whilst tk
pits and funeral chambers hollowed in the massive rock where
was raised in the Roman epoch, according to these authorities,
the fanum of Ceres—contains, almost exclusively, urns with
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mined upon, and which have all been burnt together. ;
come the wooden coffins in large quantities in various stages
of preservation or decomposition. :

In the Musée de St. Louis is preserved a large coffin
hollowed out from the bole of a cedar tree, containing
perfect skeleton embedded in resin, and it is interesting to
speculate whether this resin was poured over the corpse after
the latter was placed in the coffin, or whether the simple,
natural plan was adopted of allowing the sweet resinous sap,
the Af3avoc of the Wise Men, to flow from the wounded cedar
wood, enfolding the corpse in a fragrant shroud of incense.

Then come the sarcophagi of stone and white marbla, six
of the latter having come to light during the year 1902, and
among these last are to be included the cruwnmgsurpnsc
the year, namely, two very beautiful, very perfectly preserved
and most characteristic, anthropoid sarcophagi, the one of
Carthaginian priest and the other of a contemporary priestess.

Truly this sweet priestess need not fear to take her place
in the ranks of classic loveliness. The dove she is hddmg n
her right hand might be taken as a symbol of her own gentle
beauty and serious sweetness. From across the gulf of. he
centuries she looks down on those who have taken her from
her tomb, with a look of such ineffable sweetness as ueim
imagination and holds it in reverie.

She lies extended on her sarcophagus, which is paurl:e&
over with the most brilliant colours, which are still fu -*-i'j_,
enhanced by the addition of gilding. She wears the cos n.;'-' .
of the great Egyptian goddess Isis and Nephtys, the body
being hidden by the two wings of the sacred vulture J
enfold the hips and cross in front, thus arching their extremi-
ties in such a fashion as to give to the lower part of the bod
almost the aspect of the tail of a fish. The vulture’s h
appears surmounting her head-dress, and a short veil fa
each shoulder, leaving free the brow surrounded by clme cur
the full calm face, the throat and the ears bearing rings.

The bosom is draped with a slight, veil-like fabrie, sym-




Figure of Carthaginian Priest on Sarcophagus : (1) Front view; (2) In profile









144 THE MONTHLY REVIEW

A curious terra cotta masque, discovered six years ago and
preserved in the Musée Lavigerie, represents the head of a
man wearing bronze rings in his ears and a leaden or silver
ring in his nose, analogous to the “ Nezem” or nose-ring of
the Hebrews. |

Until this mask was discovered, it was thought that the
nose-ring was entirely relegated to women. Now, however,
in view of the fact that they evidently were also worn by men,
an interesting speculation arises as to whether perhaps ¢f-"
priest wore them too, and whether in course of decompositic
the nose-ring slipped down to the right and joined the +
ring.

The skeleton, as is almost invariably the case, retained t
shrunken remains of an envelopment of resin. On the nﬂck
tiny cylindrical box had become oxydised to the breast k
and on removing it the fork of the sternum came away mth
But the box itself, after very short exposure, crumbled
atoms, leaving revealed twenty-five bronze coins.

The ring finger of the right hand bore a beautiful signe
ring entirely of gold, engraved on the bezel, of which was :
profile head with hair and beard crisply curled. So close is
the resemblance of this head to that sculptured on the lid o
the sarcophagus, as to leave no doubt that we have here
accurate portraits of the defunct priest. .

The sculptor has revealed a man of great character an
dignified presence. The features are well mentunted," v"'__
brow slightly wrinkled, the ears are small, and the eyes, wl
irises still retain traces of colour, gaze straight forward v
rea.hty and solemnity which is almost startling, and thls
pression is by no means diminished by the attitude of the righ
hand, raised in benediction.

He wears a tunic with short sleeves and over this fn.lls '
voga, terminated by a fringe. In his left hand he bears a 1--'
fume or incense vase. His marble robe and that of the
priestess both have a rosy tinge in parts, due, perhaps, to the
action of that all-pervading Phoenician red with which the

i



Figure of Carthaginian Priestess Figure of Carthaginian Lady
on Sarcophagus. with wings on Sarcophagus
of Sacred Vulture













