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Duantumvis enim f{}ﬂf}}nus ad plenum nunquam a_lr?' urget, eger

tamen copiofiis quam pro more folito expuet, et fetor Jufte
Jalivationis comes neque Tmminulionem havic deflituet : unde

evincitur fanguinem et bumores eam five putrefactionem, five
alterationem, quacunque ea demum fit, attigifle, que vel parit
falivationem vel cum ea nafcitur. SYD.
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N the following work an attempt

will be made to inveftigate the me-
dical properties of mercury, and after-
wards to apply them to the cure of fome
of the moft formidable difeafes affetting
the human body.

The Firft Part confifts of praétical ob-
fervations on the well-known method
of ufing mercury under confinement,
commonly called Salivation : the Second
takes into confideration its effeéts as an
alterative antivenereal : with fome ftric-
tures on the ufe of fedatives, in the Lues

Venerea, At a future opportunity will
A follow
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“follow Remarks on the Natural Hiftory
,of the Lues Venerea, ipcluding the Go-
norrhea Virulenta, and the Treatment of
Particular Symptoms : which will finih
the whole of what I have to fay on that
difeafe and its antidote.

Though my intention is, if health
and life fhould permit, to give at fome
futare period a general view of the ope-
ration of this wonderful medicine in
fome other, difeafes, I have thought it
moft conducive to the end and fcope of
my defign, to begin with its effects on
the Lues Venerea. Firft, becaufe this
fingle objet 1s of the utmoft importance

to mankind, and indeed demands from
every practitioner a more liberal com-

munication of fa&s than has hitherto
prevailed on this very interefting, but

too m..u:h negleCted part of phyfie.
Secondly,
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Secondly, becaufe the very free manner
in which we are obliged to employ it,
for the cure of the Lues Venerea, will
give out, to ufe the language of chy-
miftry, more of its hidden qualities than
can be colle¢ted from its ufe in any
other difeafe to which the fagacity of
man has hitherto applied it. From
hence, as from a fixed point, its II'.IE;HZ
ufeful properties may be in fome mea-
fure developed and our enquiries fent
forth, in all directions, amongft the
numerous catalogue of difeafes to which
we are liable, in fearch of a judicious
fele@ion of fuch cafes as feem more
particularly to require the various alte-
rations which it is capable of producing

in the human frame.

It poflefles at different periods of its
operation feemingly very oppofite me-
A2 dicinal
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dicinal powers. Thus at one period it
~is a very eflicacious and {peedy cordial,
at another it weakens ; at a third, and
under certain circumftances, it firength-
ens; and, though a ftrengthener, is a
very confiderable evacuant ; and in every
mode of exhibiting it, increafes the ac-
tion of the abforbents, &c. Thefe quali=
ties point 1t out, as a remedy of the

very firft magnitude in dropfies.

Have we any medicine for this dif-
eafe, in which thefe eflential effects are
fo happily combined? Is there any
other except bark and cicuta with
which it can be compared as a pro=
moter of kindly fuppuration and gra-
nulation in fome fpecies of ulceration ?
Is there any of fuperior efficacy for ma-
turating the puftules of the {mall pox

when there is no tendency to putrid
diathefis ¢
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diathefis? And future experience may
perhaps fhew that it is a cure for that
moft dreadful of all maladies canine
madnefs. I mean when freely exhibited,
in the moft early ftage of the difeafe,
to the point of full and perfet falivation :
and this perhaps it may effet by bring-
ing on that very extraordinary putrefac=
tive revolution in the {yftem which this
medicine, and this only of all other
known fubftances, has the power of pro-
ducing. It is a very fafe and efficacious
deobftruent in obftructionsof the menfes,
and even in fome cafes of indolent
{chirri, either ufed per fé to the fyftem
and difeafed gland, or joined with the
external application of cicuta. Plum-
mer’s alterative pill, when given under
a cooling regimen, with a diet chiefly
confifting of milk and vegetables, I

| have
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have  known ftop and keep at bay the
ufually very rapid progrefs of a cancer.
And perhaps fuch a courfe of mercury
as fhall occafion a confiderable change
in the ftate and condition of the lymph
and other animal juices, will, after the
fund of mifchief, the cancerous part,
has been fairly removed by an opera-
tion, prevent the recurrence of the dif-
eafe; though both the {yftem and fuch
part were much too irritable to bear

the a&ion of the medicine before ex-
tirpation,

Thefe are only a few of the com-
plaints to which this mineral feems
more particularly applicable, the prefent
praltice warrants its ufe in many other
cafes, and future experience alone can
determine to how great a number of

difeafes it may be extended.
If



If what has been, and in the follow-
ing theets will be faid, fhould prove
fufficient to roufe up as free a {pirit of
enquiry in this branch of medicine as
in fome others, to which a due degree
of attention has been paid, I fhall, let .
the fate of my work be what it may,
think myfelf amply repaid for the time
{pent in making obfervations on the
fa&ts which have fallen in my way, and
for the anxiety I have felt in the endea-
vour tc make my ideas known to others;
fully fenfible that with regard to the
properties of mercury they need only to
be fairly inveftigated to render them
ftill more interefting to the profeffion
and to mankind in general.—And if my
exertions can in the {malleft degree tend
toward the completion of an under-
taking in which the united talents of

I many
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SALIVATTION.

HE devaftation made by the

fudden and unexpefted appear-

ance of the Lues Venerea to=
ward the clofe of the fifteenth century,
called forth the attention of mankind
to the wonderful properties of Mercury;
and fortunate it was for the human race
that the knowledge of the remedy fol-
lowed in a few years after the propaga-
tion of the difeafe. Quickfilver extin-
guifhed, by rubbing it with axungia or
fome fuch fubftance, had long before:
the @ra of the Lues Venerea, even from

the days of Mahomet, been recommend-
B ed



i

ed for fome cutaneous difeafes by the
Arabian phyficians; but it had been al-
ways ufed fparingly, and with the ut-
moft degree of caution.

At firft fome of the moft ignorant in
matters of {cience ventured on its ap-
plication to the Lues VPenerea; from
thefe it paffed into the hands of Beren-
garius Carpenfis, a very able furgeon,
who employed it with aftonifthing fuc-
cefs, and is faid to have acquired an
immenfe fortune by this new practice :
after him it was adopted by Johannes
de Vigo, and others. It is fomewhat
fingular that many of the medical wri-
ters in the beginning of the fixteenth
century were, notwithftanding the evi-
dent utility of mercury, for a number of
years, with very unbecoming obftinacy,
attached to their old Galenic rules. But
at length, though the prejudices againt
it were vehement, and though many
errors muft have been committed, du-
ring its early exhibition, by a rude and
indifcriminate application, yet {o {riking

were
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were its effects, that it juftly made its
way again{t every obftacle.

There are three general methods by
which mercury may be abforbed into
the {yftem, fo as to be capable of atting
on the conftitution, and on the difeafe.
Firft: It may be abforbed by the cuti-
cular pores almoft in any form, but mo-
dern practice has adopted only one,
namely, that of inunéion. In which
the crude mineral, after purification, is
extinguifhed by long triture with hogs-
lard, or fome fuch fubftance. The pa-
tient himfelf rubs this compofition into -

the thighs, legs, or fome other large
furface of his body, with his naked
hands. The phyficians and furgeons of
the fixteenth century frequently caufed
the particles of mercury to enter the cir-
culation by the fame route, but in a
different way, by fumigating the denuded
body ; but this practice has been long
out of ufe.

Secondly : It may be received by the
mouth in a ftate of vapour detached from

B2 {fulphur,
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fulphur, by means of heat, as in the
common method of fumigating the in-
ternal parts of the throat.

Third‘ly; It may be taken internally
in a great variety of forms.

Each of thefe methods of introducing
the medicine will ultimately raife the
fame, or nearly the fame fymptoms of
{alivation and its attendants. But there
is a very great difference as to the man-
ner in which they operate in bringing
about thefe changes, and there is alfo
fome as to the certainty with which they
act on the difeafe.

Inun&ion is the moft fimple, and at
the fame time the moft certain method
of employing mercury; and, generally
{peaking, ruffles the conftitution much
lefs than any other. In this way it may
be received into the f{yftem, and com-
pletely mixed with the circulating fluids
in any given quantity, and when the
mouth becomes at length affeted, it is
in fome meafure fecondarily; that is,

from the natural attraction or tendency
5 of
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of the medicine to' the falivary glands,
after it has gone the round of the circu-
lation in a fair and equable manner.
Perhaps it acquires the antivenereal
effe¢t, or what has been improperly
called its {pecific power, in confequence
of a preceding or attendant internal al-
teration produced in the animal fluids
and on the living power. This change
it brings about with the leaft poffible
difturbance to the machine, neither ir=
ritating the mouth or digeftive organs
but as a general ftimulant. The only
inconveniences of the method are am
herpetic kind of eruption which fome-
times arifes from its local {timulus on
the part rubbed, and the labour of per-
forming the frictions properly: But
thefe inconveniences are trifling when
compared with the manifeft advantages
it pofleffes over every other method.

The modesn pradtice of receiving the
mercurial vapor from a decompofition of
_ cinnabar by means of heat, fimply by
the
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the mouth, has been moft frequently
ranked among the moft powerful mer-
curial topics; and has been ufed, not {o
much with the intention to operate on
the {yftem in general, as to ftop the ra-
pidity of a particular {ymptom, by its
immediate and local application to the
part difeafed; and hence it has conftantly
been recommended as a powerful means
of ftopping the progrefs of a {preading
ulceration of the tonfils, uvula, &c. But]
muft obferve, that when thus employed,
“although its action 1s twofold, it is by
no means fo extenfively ufeful as the
method firft defcribed. For though it
has certainly a powerful partial, yet it
has at the fame time but an uncertain,
and in fome habits a very weak general,
effect on the fyftem ; and for that reafon
it follows, that whenever a more than
ordinary difpofition to falivation and its
confequences prevails, this, as well as
every other method of applying mercury
direCtly to the falivary glands muft be
precarious; or, in other words, its imme-

diate
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diate ftimulus, on the organs which fur-
nith the lymphatic difcharge in faliva-
tion may bear an over proportion to the
quantity of mercury admitted from the
abforbents and in a&ual circulation with'
the general mafs. This obfervation is
particularly applicable to all thofe who
from the natural fponginefs of their
gums, from a f{corbutic acrimony in
their blood, or other caufes are predif(-
pofed to falivate readily. But when the
contrary difpofition prevails, and there
i1s a great difficulty in raifing {alivation,
and the proper concomitant internal
changes, the difeafe being at the fame
time very little altered ; in that cafe a
cinnabar fumigation, or perhaps any
other local mercurial ftimulant, will
a&t with the moft clear and decifive ef-
ficacy ; and by imparting to the medi-
cine the property it wants, the power
of falivating; the cure of the difeafe
immediately follows the painful affe@ion
of the mouth and falivary glands. And
when a powerful falivation follows

this
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this local ftimulus, from the vapor of
mercury, Its general is fometimes no
lefs remarkable than its partial effeé,
and feems to cure as perfectly as any
other method.* But it is not by any
means fo univerfally applicable to every
conftitution as frictions.

Mercurials ufed internally are of va-
rious kinds and of different degrees of
ftrength. In all of them the power of
raifing falivation and its ufual attendants
feems to be the predominant pro-
perty ; but they alfo a& with more or
le(s irritation on the ftomach and bow-
els: thus Turpeth. min. in a full dofe
operates as an emetic—Mercur. calc.—
Calomel—Mercur. alcaliz.— Argent. Viv.
cum Ball. Sulph. ext.—Solur. Subl. even
in {mall dofes will frequently become.
highly purgative. This effet makes
them inconvenient to thofe who have
tender bowels; not only from their ftie
mulus on the inteftinal canal, but be-
caufe under the circamftance mentioned,
only a {mall portion of the medicine can

enter the circulation.
It

* Vide page 18.
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It was f-::nrmﬂrly a pra@ice to give the
Turpeth. min. in the dofe of eight grains,
as an emetic, by way of revulfion in
the bernia bumoralis, but this has been
long fince difufed; however there are
fome practitioners who ftill employ it
in very {mall dofes, as half a grain, with
{fome other lefs irritating preparation of
mercury, and with confiderable fuccefs.

Mercurius Cale. 'The crude mineral
employed in the preparation of this me-
dicine, is generally thoroughly purified,
and after it has undergone a calcination
for fome months, is neither increafed
nor diminithed in its original weight;
fo that it is not only more free from
admixture with foreign fubftances, but
more pure than any other chymical pre-
paration. It is very active, and at the
fame time perfely fafe. It thould be °
levigated with the utmoft care to the
greateft degree of finenefs ; and when fo
prepared will falivate very readily. It is
however apt to fun off by ftool in thofe
whofe bowels are weak and irritable.

C Calomel
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Calomel as an antivenereal is not, T
believe, fo powerful as Mere. Cale. Tt
is however when Iewgated thoroughly,
and this operation cannot be done with
too much care, both a fafe and effica-
cious preparation. Though both this
and the Merc. Cale. are in large dofes
highly purgative, yet it is no uncommon
thing for moderate dofes after two or
three days exhibition to fet perfeétly
ealy ; the inteftines becoming in a thort
time accuftomed to the ﬂimulus, and
when they irritate too much may be re-
ftrained by being joined with opium.

Mercurius alealiz. and crude mercury
extinguifhed by trituration with Bal//.
Sulpbur. irritate the digeftive organs
much lefs than any other preparation of
mercury ufed internally that I have hi-
therto employed. They will falivate
very readily. But the laft is by far the
moit powerful, comes the neareft in its
operation and effets to frictions, and
pﬂfﬂ?ﬁl’:S fo great a degree of antivenereal
power, that I have known it cure when

not
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not only thefe, but every preparation
already mentioned, has failed.

Solution of Corrofive Sublimate. In this
preparation the powers of the medicine,
as an antivenereal, are greatly limited
by its extreme acrimony. Though by
giving the folution in {mall dﬂfes for

a length of time, we can fometimes
very certainly cure, both when the in-
tention is to falivate, and when it is not.
Yet, whenever it 1s exhibited in a con-
ftitution accuftomed to the ftimulus of
mercury, and in fome others in which
the antivenereal change in the {yftem is
with difficulty raifed, the quantity of
the medicine in actual circulation being
{mall, the impreflion made on the habit
is often too weak : other antivenereals
muft therefore be joined with it to ob-
viate this inconvenience ; thus frictions,
Merc. alcaliz. or Merc. crud. Balf. Sulph.
ext. may be added ; and from the ope-
ration of the two mﬂdlcmes there will
frequently refult a degree of power which
they do not poflefs ﬁngly. The beft ve-

C 2 hicle
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hicle for Corrof. fubl. is brandy ; which
fhould be diluted with a large portion of
fome watery fluid. Liquorice tea dif-
guifes the metallic tafte of the medicine
better than any thing I have tried.

Some one or more of the preparations
juft defcribed, are, in general, ufed for
the cure of the Lues Venerea, and are
exhibited under two very different me-
thods.

In the one, the patient is clofely con-
fined to his chamber or houfe; in the
other he takes exercife in the open air,
and follows with fome reftri€tion his
ordinary purfuits. The firft, from the
confequences generally following it, may
be called falivation, though by the bye
it fometimes cures without bringing on
either a fore mouth or confiderable dif=
_ charge of faliva. The laft, from the
very flight degree of falivary affection
aimed at by the {furgeon, may be called
an alterative courfe,

in
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In the method of cure under confine-
ment there is a quick accumulation of
the medicine in the fyftem, and a rapid
progrefs in its effe¢ts. In the alterative
method, a flow one. In thislaft, how-
ever, the quantity taken in the aggregate
is generally much greater, and hence
fome have infifted that it muft be more
completely curative ; without entering
at prefent into this matter, we fhall only
obferve, that each method has its advan-
tages and difadvantages : there are par-
ticular habits in 'which the leading cir-
cumftances of the one method are more
applicable than the other : there are cer-
tain ftages of the difeafe which yield
much more readily to the one than the
other, and it is the province of furgery
to point them out. |

Thofe who have principally favoured
the alterative method have not failed to
fet before our eyes the pain, the con=
finement, and other unavoidable incon-
veniences of the other method. Some
of thefe however they have greatly ex-

aggerated
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aggerated, and, as if their fole aim had
been to influence the paffions and ill-
founded apprehenfions of the weak and
timorous part of mankind, under the
word Salivation they have indifcrimi-
nately, and in the lump, reprobated
. every mercurial affection of the mouth
whatever ; without affixing a precife or
determinate idea to the term ; without
noting the difference between falivation
under confinement, and that kind of
fore mouth which eight times in ten fol-
lows the alterative method, or what is
more to the purpofe, diftinguifhing be-
tween a fhort and a long continued
ptyali{m, a flight or a violent one. But
unfortunately amidft all this their love
of refinement, they have omitted to point
out the inconveniences (and there cer-
tainly are fome) of what are called al-
terative methods. Thus, by giving only
a partial view of one of the moft impor-
tant practical queftions in the whole
circle of phyfic, they have perfyaded all
thofe who are not competent judges, and

thefe
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thefe, I fear, are not a few, that a pro-
cefs, which in fkilful hands is totally de-
void of danger, and which in general is
not only the moft certain but moft {fpeedy
method of curing the worft and moft
inveterate ftages of the difeafe, fhould
be decryed in every inftance whatever:
for it has been faid, with a great deal
more boldnefs than truth, to be never
neceflary. ‘This doérine, I am forry to
fay it, has gained ground amazingly,
from that natural biafs the human mind
ever will have to avoid what, in {pecu-
lation feems and what in fa& fometimes,
is a painful remedy. It has from thofe
who were not thoroughly converfant with
the fubjet crept into our fchools of phy-
fic, and there are many well-difpofed
people who ftill believe it rather retards
than promotes the cure of the difeafe.
This is by no means the whole of the
mifchief it has done. It has led many
young people “aftray, and induced them
to feparate two things in pracice which
are generally, and which ever fhould be,

infepa-
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infeparable: I mean the antivenereal
power of mercury from its well-known
tendency to caufe an affetion of the
mouth. Hence it has happened that the
fingle  circumftance which moft indif-
putably characterifes the a&ion of this
medicine from every other, has been of
late years but little attended to; and
we have been taught to believe, that we
' could in all cafes know when it has pro-
perly entered the circulation, and afcer-
tain its effeéts on the difeafe by other
circumftances. Notwithftanding which,
it might be proved with the utmoft eafe,
that be the method or preparation em-
ployed what they may, a tendernefs of
‘the mouth is, of all the externa/ moft
obvious effe@ts of the medicine, that
which moft certainly and unequivocally
marks its antivenereal power on the
difeafe; and that the fingle hinge on
which fuccefs turns in every cafe, no
matter by what method it be treated, is
the change which takes place in the {yi-

tem at the approach of, and during fali-
I3 vation.
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vation. It is true, this change may be
brought on in fome conftitutions with
but a flight affection of the mouth, but
it is no lefs fo, that a confiderable one 1s
moft frequently raifed before the decifive
and neceffary alteration can be produced
on the difeafe ; I mean before an obfti-
nate primary or fecondary {ymptom can

be cured.

If we for a moment refle&t on the pe~
culiar ftate of the falivary glands when
mercurially fore, how totally different
this 1s from the other obvious effeéts of
the medicine, and how much more like-
ly the fkin, the kidneys, and the intef-
tines are to be influenced by adventitious
circamftances than the mouth; we fhall
at once {ee, that neither increafed per-
{piration, preternatural flow of urine,
nor any laxity of the bowels, fhort of a
dyfenteric kind of purging, can meafure
the antivenereal power of mercury with
fo much certainty as falivation. How
often do we {ee the moft rebellious fe-
condary {ymptom withftand the fair in-

D  trodu@ion
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troduction of a very large quantity of the
- remedy, without perceiving the {fmalleft
favourable alteration! but upon the firfk
appearance of {ymptoms of falivation the
{cene immediately changes; the farther
progrefs of the difeafe is ftopped at once,
and from the moft, malign, fuddenly
puts on the moft benign afpect. What
fully evinces the amazing influence of
this effect of the medicine, the amend-
ment does conftantly and invariably keep
pace with the internal changes at fuch
time going onin the {yftem. And when
this procefs takes place fu/ly from a very
fmall quantity of mercury (an accident
which fometimes happens to the moft
careful furgeon, though he does his ut-
moft to avoid it) the revolution feems,
and perhaps in a few cafes attually is, as
completely antivenereal, as when twenty
times the {ame quantity has been ufed.

%*This is a proof, that the good ef-
felts

* {n the year 1750, 2 gentleman who had had
the difeafe upon him for years, applied to me
with the following fymptoms:—Very diftreffing
venereal pains—mnodes on both #ibiz—a few vene-
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fe&s are not afcribable to the mere quan-
tity of medicine, but to fome other
D 3 caufe.

real eruptions on his body—the ale nafi ulcerated
—the feptum narium {o greatly corroded, that there
was a very large opening from one noftril into
the other—ulcerated #onfils—and a large venereal
ulcer on the pofterior part of the efopbagus, with
great emaciation. The firft night he rubbed in
Ung. Mer. fort. Zj. and took Calomel gr. ij. and
in the courfe of that day, to ftop the further pro-
grefs of the ulcerations in his throat and nofe,
Cinnabar % fs. in the way of fumigation ; as thefe
feemed on the following day to have produced
no fenfible effe&, at twelve o’clock at noon
he fumigated again with the fame quantity of
cinnabar ; before ten at night he had all the fymp-
toms of an approaching falivation, but did not
take a grain more mercury for nine days; the
falivation, fztor, &c. were confiderable; the
fymptoms immediately gave way; the nodes foon
difappeared ; the ulcerations put on an healthy ap-
pearance, and when, after nine days continuance,
the flux be_gan to {ubfide; though he actually
feemed to be in a manner well, yet having often
obferved that a rapid falivation from a fmall quan-
tity of mercury fometimes deprives the furgeon of
an expefted cure, the fpitting was moderately
kept up by fri¢tions, and not difcontinued till
he had ufed two ounces of the Ung. Mer. fort.
afterwards he was put upon an alterative courfe,
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caufe. Sydenham, whofe fagacity in de-

fcribing the natural appearances of dif+

eafes, was only equalled by his honefty

in fairly relating the operation of medi-

cine on them, believed the Lues Penerea

was not curable by any quality of mer-

cury, purely fpecific, but by falivation

‘only. However much that doctrine may
contradi¢t modern opinions in this and

other countries, a rigid mercurial courfe

under confinement would never be had

recourfe to as the laft refource of the un-
fortunate, when the violence of the dif-

eafe has repeatedly baftled the feveral al-

terative methods now in vogue, if it had
not a {uperior antivenereal power. The

confequences refulting from a fair and

full affcétion of the falivary glands,

were too firiking to efcape the difcern-

ment of this great man, who has very

judicioufly connected the moft obvious
and

taking Calomel gr. ?j. omni nolte cum decoél. farf. 1bj.
per diem. He is now living, and never had an
ach or a_pain of the venereal kind fince—nor the

fmalleft return of any one venereal {ymptom.
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and general effe® of the remedy with
the cure of the difeafe. _Subfequent
writers have endeavpured to gair':- the
fame end by different means; but the
great, the leading principle has remain-
ed to the prefent day, fomewhat changed
indeed, but not materially altered ; for,
we muft in moft cafes, and in every me-
thod of treatment, {till look up upto a
mercurial affection of the mouth, if we
mean to make perfect cures in {o rebel-
lious a difeafe as the Lues Venerea real-
ly is. "

A rigid mercurial courfe under con-
finement, in which the dofes of the fti-
mulant are large and repeated at fhort
intervals, whether the affe@ion of the
falivary glands be confiderable or other-
wife, I call falivation; and I fay the
more violent the affection, ceteris pari-

bus, the greater will be its antivenereal
power.

But I do not intend to miflead; this
power 1s certainly in fome inftances to
be obtained, even under -the clofeft con-

finement,
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finement, without falivation; or at lealt
with fo trifling an affection, as not to
deferve the name: as when a copious
fecretion from the inteflines or other
parts makes up for the deficiency. And
cures are fometimes performed in a few
excentric cafes, without a difcharge of
faliva, or any other very remarkable eva-
cuation. This can be noargument againt
the great utility of the method under
confinement, nor againft the propriety
of affe¢ting the mouth; it only fhews
that the internal, moft eflential effeés
of the medicine may, and fometimes do
follow without any external mark or
fymptom; ftrongly denoting the opera-
tion of the medicine as a powerful eva-
cuant. It points out that nature is every
way equal to her own work, and can
fupply in fome fecret manner this feem-
ing defe¢t. But by no means that we
can conftantly produce the decifive anti-
venereal changes in the animal fluids at
pleafure, without their moft frequent at-
tendant, a falivary difcharge; indeed ex-

: cepting
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cepting this kind of cafe, and thofe in
which fome other outlet fupplies the

place of the evacuation, falivation and
the internal changes go hand in hand.

A predifpofition to a fore mouth cannot
always be known & priers; nor, {oun-
certain is the operation of mercury, can
the evacuation be prevented in {fome con-
ftitutions, if it could. There are a great
number of cafes in which the medicine
muft be introduced in full dofes, and
with as much expedition as is confiftent
with fafety, if we mean to {top the pro-
grefs of an alarming {ymptom; the in-
ternal changes on which the antivenereal
power more immediately depends muft
be brought about as foon as poffible ; of
courfe falivation is a fubordinate confi
deration, and muft be rifqued. Under
thefe circumftances the idiofyncrafy,
more than the management of the fur-
geon, will determine whether the mouth
thall be much or little affected ; but be
that as it may, the inconvenience muft

3 be
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be fubmitted to, becaufe it is, for the
moft part, unavoidable.

What has been faid of the great anti-
venereal power of a regular mercurial
courfe under confinement, in which a
greater or lefs degree of falivation gene-
rally arifes, is not only true in fa&t, but
a very good reafon may be given why it
as {o.

Wlen the medicine cures, and no re-
markable evacuation has followed a plen-
tiful introduction of mercury, under
confinement, amongft other effe&ts may
be cbferved inflammatory diathefis, pro-
firation of ftrength, and general emacia-
tion, perhaps with fome {mall degree
of fetor. Though thefe fymptoms are
never raitfed in {uch a cafe without {fome
difficulty and by a long continued ufe of
the flimulant. If they were never per-
ceivable but when falivation was taking
place, we might fay that the Lues Ve-
nerea was only to be cured by producing
a confiderable affetion of the mouth and
falivary glands. But fince experience

teaches
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teaches us, that cures are fometimes
performed without this effet of mer-
cury, fome other principle muft be
fought for, to elucidate this very diffi-
cult problem; and the truth perhaps is,
that inflammatory diathefis, proftration
of ftrength, emaciation, and fator point
to other changes in the fyftem, which
may be very properly faid to be znter-
nal : the whole number of which have
not yet been difcovered, but fome how-
ever we do know: among which may
be reckoned a melting down, attenua-
tion, or fingular {pecies of putrefaction
of the animal fluids. Thefe, if I mif-
take not, take place when the medicine
does not, as well as when it does fali-
vate; I mean when it cures, and they
are what I would call the decifive ant:-
wvenereal effects of mercury.

Let the affeion of the mouth be
what it may, thefe internal changes, if
they be properly brought on, and conti-
nued for a {ufficient length of time by

E the
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the ftimulus of the medicine, will era-
dicate the poifon, and perfeély cure the
moft inveterate fecondary {fymptoms of
the difeafe. As I have already hinted
they will fometimes cure without any
very confiderable or fenfible evacuation
from the {yftem, but it moft fre-
quently happens that whilft this pu-
trefactive procefs is going on inter-
nally, there is a correfpondent very fur-
prifing effort imparted to the {yftem of
forcing open, as it were, by the im-
petus of the medicine, one or more out-
lets or fets of excretory veflels, and fti-
mulating them to a difcharge of their
fluids. When thefe two circumftances
concur, the antivenereal power 1s moft
rapid and ftriking, and feems to point
out that when once the putrefactive pro-
cefs is fairly raifed by the medicine, the
prnpefties of the animal fluids are not
only altered, but that the venereal virus
connelted with thofe fluids, or attached
to the living power, actually undergoes

a fimilar change with them: and when
fitted
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fitted for expulfion, by this wonderful
operation, is thrown off or evacuated
from the {yftem. And the true caufe, I
believe, why the courfe I am about to de=
fcribe more particularly, moft frequently
cures with the greateft eafe and rapidity,
in the very worft {tages of the difeafe,
is not fimply becaufe it {alivates, but be=
caufe in that kind of courfe in which a
confiderable affeGtion of the mouth ge-
nerally comes on, the medicine acts with
the greateft force, producing in the moft
perfect manner all the requifite internal
changes, And as a fair falivation will
give the fulleft view of thefe fingular
phznomena, I fhall proceed to a defcrip-
tion of fuch parts of this procefs as ap-
pear to me likely to illuftrate the doc-
trine I wifh to eftablith,

A man 1s ordered for a venereal com-
plaint to confine himfelf to his room,
and is wholly or in part debarred from
the ufe of {pirituous and ftrong ferment-
ed liquors, and fuch generous food as he
had been accuftomed to in a ftate of

E .25 llea]t_h.
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health. The confinement obliges ‘him
to breathe an air very different, as'a re=
fpirable fluid, from that of the exterpal_
atmofphere, and this circumftance ‘alone
firongly difpofes him to weaknefs and
putrefaction. In this fituation he rubs
in a {fmall or full dofe of the Ung. Mere.
fort. according to the urgency of his
fymptoms, and his fuppofed  predifpofi=
tion to falivation, every night; night
and morning ; or every fecond or third
night, The firft effects of the medicine
are thofe of a general ftimulant, an in-
creafed heat, with a pulfe more frequent,
fuller, and ftronger than natural. Thefe
are moft evident foon after the frictions,
efpecially if the ftomach fhould happen
to be, at that time, loaded with food:
thofe who have rubbed in feveral dofes
have very frequently a remarkable beat-
ing of the temporal and carotid arteries,
which they feel foon after the introduc-
tion of the medicine when they are
‘warm in bed. In afhort time from the
commencement of the courfe, when the
- patient
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patient awakes in the morning he per-
ceives a clamminefs of his tongue; an
uncommon metallic tafte in his mouth ;
fome degree of thirft, with an uneafinefs
in his head like that from hard drink-
ing, and with a fimilar kind of languor
and acceleration of the pulfe. In pro-
portion to the number of fritions em=
ployed, and according to the care taken
to get the particles of mercury through
the pores of the fkin, fo is its accumu=
lation in the f{yftem confiderable, or
otherwife. The difturbance once raifed
by a fingle friction is gradually kept up
by thofe which follow: and thus an in-
creafed action in the feveral vafcular {y{-
tems of the body prevails conftantly, by
day as well as by night, with an artifi-
cial febrile exacerbation (if I may be al-
lowed that expreffion) which is general-
ly moft evident at night, a fhort time
after each frition. After the ftimulant
has thus operated upon the fyftem in ge-
neral, for a fhorter or a longer fpace of
time (for it is matter of great uncertain-

ty,
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ty whether the following {ymptoms are
raifed by two or three dofes, or by a
greater number) a confiderable, increafe
of the general inflammation, difpofition
to coftivenefs, enlargement and tender=
nefs of the falivary glands, languor, heat
and {orenefs of the gums and parts with~
in the mouth, an unufual flow of faliva,
and fetor of the breath arife. Thefe are
at ficft not very diftrefling; but if they
go on fo as to form what may be called
full falivation, they very foon become
confiderable. The fymptomatic fever is
increafed ftill more, the falivary glands
and gums are painfully tender; the fides
of the tongue, the tonfils, the orifices
of the falivary ducts, and the internal fur-
faces of the cheeks become ulcerated ;
he is fpitting every minute, or perhaps
~ the faliva dribbles out involuntarily and
the cheeks and lips are fomewhat preter~
naturally {wollen. The fator, which
was before trifling, is now extremely
great, and taints the room to fuch a de-
gree, that upon opening the chamber

| door,
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door, a judge, without looking at the
patient, or enquiring whether he was in
a falivation, from this circumftance of
fetor would know he was in that fitba-
tion. The pain and conftant irritation
to {pit keep him awake, and almoft de-
prive him of fleep; he feels himfelf in-
expreflibly languid; becomes fuddenly
thinner, and from the determination of
the circulation and living power to the
fauces and great difpendium of faliva,
the coftivenefs, which came on at the
commencement of the flux, fometimes
continues throughout the whole of it ;
till the falivary difcharge and local irri-
tation about the fauces are almoft {ub-
{ided. What is remarkable, the coftive-
nefs is fometimes the forerunner of the
other fymptoms, and points out the ap-
proaching ftorm. Befere the affection
of the mouth has gained the height juft
defcribed, a favourable alteration is ge-
nerally perceivable on the face of the
difeafe ; but fometimes when the {ymp-
tom isan old fecondary, or even an ob-

| {tinate
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ftinate primary one, as an ill-condition=
ed f{preading chancre, the fator, and
other {ymptoms of falivation muift be
very confiderable before the proper
healthy change can take place.

Sydenham fays, that the {ymptoms
generally go off after the fourth day from
the height of the falivation ; and that is
certainly not unfrequently the cafe, but
it fometimes happens that they go off
more gradually, and fometimes much
{fooner, even in a few hours, when the
revolution is rapid and violent. A man
fhall have a venereal node or venereal
farcocele over night, and they fhall be
gone by the next day; another fhall have
a {fmall chancre, or venereal {ore throat,
the former thall be perfectly healed in
as fhort a {pace of time, and the latter
fhall almoft immediately alter its vene-
real appearance, and look like a healthy
granulating fore.  Sometimes, though
the furgeon fhall be fome days, perhaps
weeks, before he can raife a proper af-
fe@ion of the mouth, the difeafe will,

5 during
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during the whole of that time, remain
unaltered, until that period arrives at
which the falivation and its ufual atten-
dants become confiderable; then, but
not till then, does the decifive revolua-
tion commence, which i1s toend in the
perfect cure of the difeafe. So that the
chfmge from ficknefs to health is more
or lefs fudden, according to the violence
of the fymptoms produced by the medi-
cine: and the cure feems brought about
more by falivation and its immediate con-
fequences, than by the preceding long
continued application of the ftimulant.
Though there can be no doubt but that
a proper degree of ftimulus from a fuf-
ficient quantity of mercury is to the full
as neceflary in the cure, as falivation, or
any of its attendants, though its action
on the difeafe 1s not fo evident: and it
isonly by an happy combination of thefe
and other circumftances that fuccefs is
to be expected. The quantity of faliva
difcharged is variable ; fometimes it con-
tinues to flow for a confiderable time af-

F ter
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ter the procefs has got to its height, and
at another, though the ulcerations fhall
be general, and all the other {fymptoms
in due degree, yet the difcharge of faliva
after the firft two or three days fhall be
fmall in quantity. It may be right to
remark on this fymptom, that though
we have been recommended by fome of
the beft authors to regulate our conduct
by the quantity of faliva evacuated, and
in fome cafes it may be a good rule, yet
there are other and better criteria by
which we may meafure the antivenereal
power of the remedy on the difeafe.
Thefe may be gathered from the quan-
tity of mercury employed and retained in
the {yitem without running off too haf-
tily by any one or more outlets; from
its effe@ on the difeafe; from the de-
gree and duration of the putrefaction of
the fauces and feveral fluids of the body;
from the languor, weaknefs, emaciation,
&c.—that there is a particular {pecies of
putrefaction is evident from all the fymp-
toms. The languor and weaknefs, which

are
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are always confiderable when the medi-
cine alts powerfully as an antivenereal,
in every mercurial courfe, would lead
to a {ufpicion that the change in the cir-
culating fluids was of the putrid kind :
But when to . thefe are added other cir-
cumftances, and in particular the fator,
which probably arifes, as well from the
lungs, as from parts within the mouth,
the opinion feems to be indifputable.
Why does blood drawn from a perfon in
an high falivation, or from one whofe
fyftem is loaded with mercury, in the
a&t of removing venereal {ymptoms in
an alterative courfe, when it thews only
a tendency toward f{alivation, always
flow from a wound, be it ever {o {mall,
with uncommon freedom? Why does
it appear broken in its texture, and
thinner than natural, if not from a
very fingular kind of attenuation or pu-
trefadtion it is then undergoing ? Why
is the urine generally of a dark brown
colour, {fometimes with a fediment like
dirt, if not from the fame caufe ? Does

F 2 not
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voracioufly hungry; the quick depletion
of his veflels is followed by as fudden a
repletion, and he generally becomes fat-
ter than he was before. There are then
two oppofite effects arifing from a pow-
erful ation of mercury; one of which
promotes, and the other retards putre-
faction. We can trace this power in the
early exhibition of a mercurial courfe
till weaknefs is produced; we then lofe
it for a time, but the moment 1t ceafes
to weaken, its propenfity to invigorate
fhews itfelf again. And from this cir-
cumftance it is, that if in any mercurial
courfe the genuine antivenereal effects
have not been raifed, and the further
application of the ftimulant is difconti-
nued for two or three days, the {fymp-
toms of ftrength fo foon appear, and get
fuch entire pofleflion of the habit, as to
render 2 fubfequent attempt to raife
fymptoms of putrefaction difficult. It
alfo, in fome meafure, explains why the
fecond production of falivation is often
not fo eafy, or to be effected by fo fmall

a quan=
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the canals by which the venereal poifon
enters the circulation; and they may
perhaps be the outlets by which 1t ef-
capes, after it has been changed, as al-
ready oblerved, by undergoing a fimilar
putrefactive procefs with the blood.
Perhaps even the natural properties of
the lymph may be altered.

The languorand proftration of {trength
point out an aftetion of the nervous
power alfo as well as the putrefaction of
the fluids; for in every ftage of the Lues
Venerea this part of the fyftem is in one
thape or other afted upon, if not altered

returning under the influence of air, exercife, and
a generous diet :—A gentleman, fome years ago,

having a venereal farcocele of one tefticle, and an
hydrocele on the other, with eruptions, &c. was
under the neceflity of undergoing a falivation for
a cure:—the farcocele was perfectly removed,
with the other venereal {ymptoms; but the hy-
drocele remained unaltered. Within a month,
however, from the time of cure, te his great fur-
prife, he found his hydrocele infenfibly diminifh ;
and at laft difappear; leaving the tefticle fuller

than natural, but without the fmalleft perceivable
portion of water,
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by the poifon : even inits firft fymptom,
a chancre, the nerves of the part on
which the fermentation of the infe@ious
fluid produces ulceration are in a mor-
bid ftate: a degree of irritability being
conftantly imparted greatly beyond what
they ever poffefs naturally. And, when
the difeafe is more advanced, there is a
general difpofition to metaftafis; which
never leaves: the patient entirely till he
1s perfectly cured: and this is perhaps
owing to a morbid modification of the
nervous power, generated by difeafe. So
that it is probable that mercury may
have a further operation on this part of
the fyltem, over and above that already
mentioned, arifing from the produéion

of a fingular {pecies of putrefaction of
the fluids.

Let the courfe be what it may, whe-
ther falivation is confiderable or other-
wife; the number of frictions, whether
more or lefs, thould if poffible form one
well-connected and uninterrupted whole.
Each preceding friction {hould leave an

| impreflion
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impreflion which fhould be kept up and
increafed by thofe which follow. And
in that manner {hould a fair accumula-
tion of the particles of mercury be ef-
fected ; which, toward the clofe of the
courfe, thould act as one large and entire
dofe on every the moft remote part of
the fyftem. Without a careful atten=
tion to this rule, in fome habits, neither
the proper action of the veficls, nor pu-
trefaGion of the fluids can be brought on.

From what has been faid, the reader
will immediately fee why a quick appli-
cation of mercury, under confinement,
diminithes its ‘tendency to act as a
firengthening ftimulant: at leaft for a
time. And why a flow introdu@ion of
the fame medicine as in an alterative
way, with a free allowance of good air,
exercife, and a {ubftantial diet, pro-
motes it. The predifpofing caufes of
putrefaction, which are conftantly pre-
fent in the one method, but wanting in
the other, will for ever diftinguifh them
as means of cure: and point out the

G propriety
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propriety of applying either the one or
the other according to the prevailing
idiofyncrafy of the patient.

It has been already obferved, that if
the medicine falivates fully and with
violence, it will fometimes cure, though
the quantity received into the circula-
tion be remarkably fmall. But many
fuch kind of cafes are liable to great fuf-
picion. For, among the conftitutions
moft readily afteted by {mall dofes,
there is one which cannot always be
known @ prieri; in which the ftimulant
is apt to run off too haftily by the mouth,
without making the proper imprefiion
on the other parts of the fyftem. This
kind of habit I call fcorbutic, by which
term, I mean a general tendency to pu-
trefation. In fuch conftitutions, with=
out the utmoft care on the fide of the
furgeon; even repeated falivations will
{fometimes fail: the medicine f{uddenly
laying hold of the mouth, the fymptoms
being violent, and the flux great, heis

thereby for fome days precluded from the
further
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further ufe of the remedy; the faliva-
tion continuing till the patient is greatly
weakened, at length ftops re infelia;
the quantity of mercury received, hav-
ing been not only too {mall but evacuated

too {oon.

In a cafe of this kind, a cure was at-
tempted by four falivations and they all
failed. Some of the {ymptoms of the
difeafe being only mitigated, and fome
changed into others ; the difpofition to
metaftafis remaining. In this inftance a
perfect cure was at laft obtained by coun-
teracting the too great difpofition to fa-
livation and putrefaction; by avoiding
confinement for a confiderable time, and
by recommending daily a guarded ex~
pofure to country air, with a plain
ftrengthening diet, divefted as much as
poflible of ftimulating fubftances ; and
under cover of thefe, caufing a larger ac-
cumulation of the remedy in the {yftem
than in any of the preceding courfes.
By this management a fifth falivation,
more violent and of longer duration than

G 2 any
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any of the former came on, as the others
had done, without the furgeon having it
in his power to prevent it: but this was
followed by a permanent cure, and is
one proof, amongft many others, that
might be given of the ineflicacy of an
alterative courfe of mercury, and great
power of falivation in particular ftages
of the difeafe. * From this cafe the
. great

* This gentleman came from abroad ema-
ciated to the laft degree, and covered from head
to foot with eruptions, not of the true copper co-
lour, but florid, and containing a kind of watery
fluid, like the ichor of the itch; he had no pains,
but before the eruption appeared, had fuffered
much from what he called the rheumatifm. As it
was poffible his complaints might not be of the
venereal kind, a weak mercurial cerate was ap-
plicd to his fores; in two or three days it fali-
vated him ; the puftules which before contained
2 fluid and were prominent, by the action of the
falivation, fubfided, and the marks left had the
true copper hue: a node on each elbow near the
olecranon {oon appeared after the fubfidence of
the flux, with a freth though lefs confiderfble
eruption. When he had been to appearance {ufh-
ciently ﬁrenglhened by bark, &c. an internal
mercurial in a very fmall  dofe was given him

daily, yet this alfo fuddenly raifed an affeion of
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great neceffity of attending to the gene-

ral health of thofe who are .obliged to
undergo

the mouth ; this feemed to haye removed the erup-
tion completely, togethet with the nodes: but
within a month a few partial puftules were per-
ceived on both legs; after thefe had eontinued
fome time, and his health was feemingly efta-
blithed, an internal mercurial (the folut. of fubli-
mate in decol. farf.) was given him : .1}5 had not
taken three grains of the fublimate in this way,
and in the fmalleft dofes, before he was falivated
for the third time; the eruption went, but in
two or three months the difeafe {prouted out in a
new form, and fhewed itfelf by a thickening of
the mufcles, followed by deep {loughy ulcerations
on the outfide of the calf of one leg. Friétions
were now had recourfe to, %f{s: Ung. M. fort. was
rubbed below the ulceration every osher night.
in a fhort time, that is, within three weeks, this
alfo produced falivation, which to all appearance
had cured the difeafe ; but the ulceration return-
ed, was larger and more painful than ever, and
fpread at a great rate; by the ufe of the carrot
poultice, by reft, opium, and Plummer’s altera-
tive pill, the fore was got into fo fmall a compals
that he could walk out. 1In this ftate he was fent
into the country, and direfted to take moderate
exercife, under the diet defcribed, 'in the open air :
when his health was thoroughly recruited, he
again had recourle to the Solut. Jubl. and decoit,
Jarf. rubbing in 3 (s, Ung. Mer.fort. alternis noéiibus,
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undergo {evere mercurial courfes is {uffi-
ciently evident. The fault of the con-
_ﬂitutian fhould be, if poflible, corrected
before the exhibition of mercury, and
moft carcfully counteracted during the
progrefs of the courfe by proper reme-
dies. The cafe I have given points out
a moft material curative indication,
namely, an action on the folids and
fluids refulting from the retention of a
due, but_indt:tﬂrminatf:. quantity of mer-~
cury, which aétion thould be not only
fufficiently ftrong, but equable over every
part of the {yftem, and exerted for a fuf-

ficient length of time : I fay indetermi-
nate,

the quantity of the folution was gradually in-
creafed from one 16th of a grain to one 8th of a
grain in twenty-four hours : notwithftanding the
care he took to introduce the medicine in fuch
manner as to prevent a premature affection of the
mouth, and was daily expofed to good refpirable
air, yet it falivated him again after he had taken
it about a month, -and with more violence than it
had ever done before, It came on fuddenly, and
he fpit three pints a day till the twenty-fecond
day; after which it gradually went off, and he
had the fatisfaction to find his fufferings at an
end, and that he had at laft obtained a cure,
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nate, becaufe the quantity muft vary in
different perfons, and can only be regu-
lated by the habit of the patient, by the
effe@s raifed in the fyftem, and by its
operation on the fymptoms of the difeale.
Therefore whenever a falivation comes
on, efpecially if it has arifen premature-
ly, the {urgeon fhould exercife his judge-
ment and ‘determine from a due confide-
ration of all the circamftances before
him, whether the affetion of the mouth
1s partial, er complete in all its parts;
that is, whether to the local effeét of
falivation there is alfo joined a fufficient
degree of action in the medicine as a
mercurial ftimulant. ‘If the courfe is
defective in this particular, and the fa-
livation is too violent to admit of the
further ufe of mercury with fafety, he
muft have recourfe to it immediately on
the very firft {ubfidence of the flux : but
if the affection of the mouth, though
confiderable, is not fo violent as to for-
bid its application, 2nd he perceives that
the difeafc is not likely to be cured,

‘ clpecially
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efpecially if neither the fetor, languor;
or putrefaction bears a due proportion
to the effect on the falivary glands, he
may with to avail himfelf of this criti-
cal period. 1If that thould be his inten-
tion, and he is defirous of introducing a
greater quantity of mercury, he muft
proceed with caution: for, as on the
one hand this is the point of time at
which he may, if he pleafes, almoft in-
ftantly preduce the moft powerful anti-
venereal effets of which this medicine
is capable; fo on the other, by urging
it too far, and thereby ftimulating or
weakening too much, he may do an ir-
reparable injury. And a very {fmall dofe
at {fuch time will operate with wonderful
increafe of power, both as a fpur to the
{fymptoms peculiar to falivation and as
an antivenereal. But when that time is
over the effe€ts of the medicine as a
firengthening ftimulant begin to appear,
and then nature will generally bear and
indeed requires its introduction 1n larger
quantity. The fooner we have recourfe

3 . te
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to the ftimulant after the fulfidence of
the falivation, thl: more puwerful]y w1ll'
itact, And in thls place [ muft men-
tion a cxrcumﬂancc of no finall confe~
quence. When the feveral dofes have,
once raifed, falivation, &:c:. we CErtalnly
lofe the mn&_favoprable_ opportunity of
ferving the patient if we fuffer the affec-
tion of the mouth and its cnn::mmtants-
to flag too foon, by dlfmm:numg thr:_
medicine, or by letting in good relpira-
ble air, for the invigorating power of
the remedy will immediately take thc
lead and keep pofieffion of the habit.
The {hmulant fhould therefore be re-
peated, if poffible, again and again with-
out mtermlﬂiﬂn, till the effeéts on the
fyltem curr:fpond with the quantity of
mercury received, and till both have
mamfcﬂed a proper action on the difeafe
by the total and perfeé’t removnl of all
its fymptmns ; or, in other words, the
accumulated force of the feveral con-
ne-ﬂ:ed d»::rﬁ:s {hnuld continue mnﬁantl}f
111:rf:aﬁng tll the diﬁ:afe is perfectly
H  gone,
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gone. And experience will warrant the
affertion, that in an obftinate fymptom
it is much fafer to perfift in the ufe of
the remedy {ome time longer. When
this is properly attended to, the cure
will be eafy and effected in a fhort {pace
of time; when it is not, flow and diffi-
cult. For it is by no means the fame
thing whether the medicine is intro-
duced by a full and uninterrupted accu-
- mulation till it has had the proper effects
on the {yftem and on the difeafe; or
whether, from a too great dread of the
prefent affe@tion of the mouth, we defift
too foon from the ftimulant, and endea-
vour to increafe the accumulation after
that affection has fubfided. Whoever
has inadvertently let {lip the critical time
of expediting the cure when the faliva-
tion was confiderable, muft be fenfible
of the difficulty of reproducing the pro-
per putrefactive changes, which in fome
cales can never be done, till a {fecond
more confiderable.affe&tion of the mouth

than the firft, has been brought on.
' The
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The apparent removal of one or more
venereal {ymptoms is not always to be
trufted to. For there is moft frequently
another and more extenfive intention to
be anfwered ; namely, ‘the total deftrac-
tion of a poifon moft intimately blended
and as it were aflimulated with the con-
ftitution. And experience fully evinces
that this neceflary object cannot be ob-
tained but by the perfec and unmutilated
production of thefe eflential internal and
external changes, which are infeparable,
from a powerful operation of the me-
dicine on the fyftem ; which fhould be
properly raifed and kept up, as occafion
requires, by a due quantity of the fti-
mulant. Venereal eruptions, nodes, ve-
nereal farcoceles have been perfeétly re-~
moved without curing the difeafe. Even
in the common primary {ymptom, a
chancre, it is frequently not only necef-
fary to heal it, perfectly, by the general
action of the medicine alone, but to
continue the ftimulant {fome time longer.
We fhould not only remove a venereal

H=2 eruption,
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eruption, but if the medicine fails to
produce a fair and full effe&t on the fy(-
tem, the difeafe will be very readily
tranflated from the fkin to the mem-
branous furfaces, particularly to the
periofteum; and pains in the limbs, or
‘perhaps nodes, will follow. Though I
mean to treat this part of my fubje&
‘more in detail hereafter, yet there is a
circumftance with regard to the treat-
ment of a venereal eruption which has
‘not been I believe attended te. When
there is a /great number of eruptions
{pread over the whole body, it is no
uncommon thing for the firft dofes of
the medicine to remove the greater part °
‘of them, two'or three only remaining.
Thefe will {ometimes continue, during
the whole progrefs of the cure, and if
_ the niedicine is'not perfifted in till after
it ‘has produccd ‘in ‘the centre of each
pock a 'palith dent or:pit, the patient
‘w:ll not be fecure, ‘Nay, 'in one cafe,
indeed it 'was n ‘an altérative courfe,

the difpofition to'vencreal metaltafis re-
mained,
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mained, though this rule was moft
carefully followed.

It fometimes happens, that though the
intention is to falivate under the pre-
difpofing circumftance of confinement,
yet we are foiled ‘in ‘our attempts to
raife 'this effe& from the medicine. If
a mercurial purging fhould come on it
may compenf(ate, 'ina great medfure, for
the deficiency: ‘in this cafe 2 warm
opiate, properly given, ‘and repeated. pro
re natd, will not only'procure 'imme-
diate eafe, but, by quicting the 'irrita-
‘tion in the bowels, and at the ‘fame time
promoting coftivenefs, will bid fair to
bring on an affetion of the mouth.

But when the medicine has been ufed
for many days, in the largeft dofes, and
under the moft rigid confinement, and
yet has neither of the two effe@s juft
mentioned, it may be alked, How is a
{urgeon to proceed, or to Know that it
15 acting properly on the difeafe? He
may know ‘it is producing the proper
cftect, by comparing the quantity em-

ployed
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ployed with the external and internal
changes which have taken place; by
attending to the ftate of the inteftines,
fkin, kidneys, and circulation in gene-
ral. If neither falivation nor purging
have arifen, there is moft frequently a

-+ confiderable degree of coftivenefs; there

~1s often an increafed fecretion from the
{kin or from the kidneys, and conftantly
a confiderable degree of inflammatory
diathefis. The urine, from a pale ftraw
colour, becomes of a dark brown, fome-
times with a dirty kind of fediment;
and before the decifive change is pro-
duced on the difeafe, the emaciation,
languor, and weaknef(s are not only evi-
dent, but:to thofe who are unacquainted
with the operation of mercury very
alarming. Thefe circumftances mark
the operation of the medicine fufficient-
ly, and point out that it is, according
to the idea of Sydenham, a fpecific me-
diately only, that is by the alterations
it occafions in the {yftem. But it moft
frequently happens that, with the above

effects,
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effects, fome degree of fator, with a
metallic tafte in the mouth, and fome
flight tendency toward falivation are
perceivable. The quantity of mercury
required to effect a cure, when this in-
aptitude to falivation prevails, is much
greater than in any other kind of con-
{titution whatever.—I muft caution the
young practitioner not to miftake the
want of falivation from a {lovenly ufe
of mercury, for this natural inaptitude to
this evacuation, which is peculiar to
fome conftitutions, and which wvaries in
the fame perfon at different periods and
under different circumitances.

Between the habit juft defcribed and
that in which {falivation is apt to take
place prematurely, there are many in-
termediate gradations. The middle ftate
between the two extremes is the moft
favourable for the action of mercury un-
der confinement; for in this cafe to the
fair fymptoms of putrefaCtion may be
joined a proper accumulation, and re-~
tention of a large portion of the medi-

1 - cine:
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cine : and as there is here no great affi-
nity between the falivary glands and the
remedy, therf: is. no_great. danger of a
{udden, or tgo wp]ﬂnt flux; fo. that the
Pfr.élmn of the mouth may, with the -
Htmﬂﬁl ﬁﬂfﬂs bﬂ kﬁpt Wlthm muderate
bounds ; wh;l& the mercunal paruc%es
are fully apd equably, diffufed: qver the
whple {yftem, In this cale, lhat general
revolution, which has bcen aln:ady de-
ft.::b::d, and wh;ch, 1s fometimes too
{uddenly, raifed, by a fmall quantity of
mercury, muft be brought about gra-
dually : and, there (hould be gained by
time, that is, by the continved and pro-
greflive action of the ftimulant, what is
wanting in force. Inftead of;attempt~.
ing to remove the fymptnma of; the dif-
eafe in a few days, which, 1s fometimes
. done when the mouth is {peedily affe@-
 ed, we fhould be contented, with, a fj-
milar, operation from. the medigine pro-
cured, in a longer {pace of time, by the
united action of many dofes ; and though
it may be a fortnight, three weeks, or
perhaps.
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perhaps longer before the proper affec-

tion of the mouth, with its concomitants,
appear ; yet when the decifive change
begins to take place, the cure proceeds
with great celerity, and is permanently
effected in a few days.

In the treatment of a venereal patient
the firft thing to be enquired into, after
afcertaining the nature of the fymptoms,
is his idiofyncrafy. But how are we to
obtain this neceffary kind of informa-
tion? Is Sydenham’s rule, that all thofe
who are with difficulty purged by a com-
mon cathartic, are alfo hard to falivate,
to be depended on? I fear there will
ever be much uncertainty in forming a
right judgement on this matter. For I
have frequently known the fame confti-
tution at one period without any propen-
fity to falivation, refifting the mo(t pow-
erful dofes of the medicine under the
clofeft confinement, at another f{alivated
by the {malleft dofes when no confine-
ment had been enjoined. But when-

ever there are {pongy, difeafed gums,
1 with
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with bad teeth, efpecially if due care is
not taken to keep them clean, during a
mercurial courfe, I believe there will be
this kind of propenfity ; and, as has been
already obferved, whenever a fcorbutic
tendency in the habit prevails, there alfo
this inconvenience is too often apt to in-
terrupt the progrefs of a cure. But an
healthy ftate of the teeth and gums by
.no means conftantly implies an exemp-
tion from this propenfity ; for many per-
fons are eafily falivated who have them
~in the moft perfect order. The internal
and external ufe of ftimulants, when
the f{yftem has been previoufly loaded
with mercury, has frequently, even a
confiderable time 2fter the difcontinuance
of the medicine, caufed an unexpected
falivation ; thus drinking, hunting, and
dancing have fometimes been followed
by this effe¢t. And at any time during
a mercurial courfe, whatever increafes
the general ftimulating power of mercu-
ry, or Irritates and heats the parts about
the throat, efpecially in the habits juft

defcribed,
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defcribed, will frequently be followed
by like confequences. |

With regard to the ufe of purgatives,
and the warm bath, for averting an im-
pending flux of the mouth; they are
principally applicable to but one de-
{cription of men, namely, thofe who are
very eafily falivated. When the other
extreme predominates, they will fre-
quently diminifh the antivenereal power
of the remedy, 'by retarding that which
fhould be promoted; I mean the putre-
fative procefs of the medicine, which,
in this conftitution, is never effeGted
without fome difficulty. But, in regard
to the operation of. purgatives, there is
an exception to this rule: for it fome-
times happens that they, after a long and
ineffectual endeavour at raifing {alivation,
by clearing the inteftinal canal, render
the abforbtion of internal mercurials
more certain, and, at the fame time, by
quickening the pulfe, give a fpur to the
medicine whilft it is acting on every part
~ of the body. But to return to the firft of
fIg thefc
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thefe two cafes: it has been already
obferved that coftivenefs generally pre-
cedes and accompanies falivation, and
its confequences :—one caufe of which
is the partial determination of the cir-
culation and nervous power to the parts
within the mouth. It is well known,
that when the medicine takes to the
mucous glands of the inteftines, it often
caufes dyfenteric fymptoms, without any
confiderable affeétion of the mouth ; and
when the bowels are only moderately
open, in a mercurial courfe, the mouth
is frequently fecured from a too violent
inflammation. Thefe are facts depend-
ing on conftitution and the {pontaneous
attion of the medicine; and are met
with when a cure has been attempted
by fri¢tions fimply, without the aid of
any internal mercurial. Thefe circum-
ftances point out, that, as in the confti-
tution which has an antipathy to faliva-
tion, bringing on an artificial coftivenefs,
by giving a narcotic every night, will,
next to abfolute confinement and a quick

and
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and large repetition of the feveral dofes,
promote the antivenereal effelts of the
remedy : fo in its oppofite, when it'be-
comes neceflary to prevent falivation,
purgatives will certainly be ufeful in lef-
fening the partial plethora of the vefiels
about the mouth, by drawing off ‘the
circulation and nervous power to the in-
teftines ; and the warm bath will concur
in producing a fimilar effe®, by making
a revulfion to the fkin. But thefe means
fthould be employed early ; for they both
quicken the general circulation, and, if
the mercury has already got full poflef-
fion of the mouth, they will fometimes
increafe the affeCtion. But when pro-
perly timed they are very ferviceable in
enabling the furgeon to introduce more
of the medicine than could be done
without their afliftance. To thefe may
occafionally be added a gradual and
guarded expofure to good refpirable air;
under which circumftances, the courfe
fhould be continued by very moderate
dofes, till the conftitution gets habituated

to
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to the ftimulus of the medicine, and
when a large accumulation has been
made, it may be afterwards puthed with
greater boldnefs.

It fometimes happens that an attempt
to raife {ufficient falivation not only fails
for a confiderable time, but the difeafe
continues with unabated obftinacy though
a fair introduction of a large quantity of
the medicine has been effected, and it
does not in the {malleft degree remit,
notwithftanding the emaciation and
weaknefs of the patient. It is difficult
to fay what would be the beft method
of treating fuch a cafe; whether from
the natural repugnance there feems to
be to {alivation, it would not be {afer,
by varying the preparation of mercury
when that originally ufed feems to have
loft its power, to keep up a proper {ti-
mulus and endeavour to obtain in fix
weeks or more, what in an ordinary
courfe under confinement may be gained
in three or four weeks ; I fay it is diffi-
cult to fettle whether fuch a method of

proceeding
I
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proceeding may not be preferable to ems
ploying force to raife falivation when
nature ftrongly oppofes the endeavour ;
the ftrength or weaknefs of the patient
and other circumftances, fhould, I ap-
prehend, determine the furgeon in his
choice. In onecafe, during the fpace of
a month, more than fix ounces of Unxg.
Mere. jfort. had been fairly rubbed in,
befides the internal ufe of a very aive
~ internal preparation for a venereal fore
throat. The patient was greatly ema-
ciated, fomewhat weakened, and his
mouth flightly fore, with fome degree
of falivation ; yet the ulceration was not
altered : in this fituation he ufed a cin=-
nabar fumigation; from the firft appli-
cation of the vapor no remarkable change
took place, but the fecond increafed very
confiderably the affection of the mouth,
brought on great and diftrefling proftra-
tion of ftrength, ficknefs, purging, and
a dyfenteric kind of uneafinefs in his
bowels. The difeafed appearance im-
mediately gave way, and after quieting

the
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the general commotion by a warm opi-
ate, the effects of the remedy; as well as
the {ymptom of the difeafe, fubfided,
and very foon went off. In this cafe,
as in many others that might be ad-
'duced, probably the internal putrefactive
changes {o neceflary toward a cure were
fo abfolutely dependent on falivation,
that they could not be feparated.

It is not within the compafs of the
prefent publication to enter into the ac-
tion of mercury when it ceafes to be a
medicine and becomes a poifon. Bat it
may be neceflary to mention fome of the
ill confequences which may arife from a
too plentifal introduction of it, or from
too violent falivation: and to fhew that
though it may be freely and with fafety
ufed for the cure of the Lues Venerea,
and other difeafes, yet there is a limit
in the progrels of its effects, beyond
which it fhould never be urged. When
the medicine or its effects have been car-
ried too far, that weaknefs which ever
attends a mercurial courfe in a greater

or
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or lefs degree, is not what it ought to
be, tranfient, but permanent; and the
principle of invigoration, which always
follows a well-conduéted cure under
confinement, isloft. This accident moft
frequently happens in a very irritable or
inflammable habit; when a too viclent
or long continued falivation has preceded;
when the putrefaction has been great;
and when the attempts to raife a {pitting
have been ftrenuoufly perfifted in, though
nature {trongly refifted the effort. When
a man complains of great and diftrefling
proftration of ftrength, has flight nau-
fea, a pulfe much quicker and harder
than natural, univerfal agitation of mind
and body, with want of fleep, efpecially
if there is alfo fome degree of giddinefs
with an obtufe pain in the head, the
furgeon has done enough, and let the
fymptoms of falivation be ever fo trifling
he cannot with fafety, under thefe cir-
cumftances, ftimulate farther; he muft
either defift entirely from the ufe of the
medicine, or if he flill imagines that the

K difeale
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difeafe is not perfectly cured, muft wait
a little for the {ubfidence of the fymp..
toms before he proceeds with the re-
medy.

When the medicine has been {0 urged
as to produce a permanent degree of
weaknefs ; to a very confiderable degree
of general irritability is often joined a
partial one ; thus if floughs have formed
behind the pofterior denzes molares, they
will fometimes put on a kind of phage-
denic appearance, and {pread toward the
uvula. If there has been a venereal ul-
ceration on either of the tonfils, which
toward the latter part of the mercurial
courfe have had a kindly granulating ap-
pearance, when the medicine is pufhed
beyond the neceflary point, it will be
fuddenly changed to a colour fomewhat
cineritious, which will be moft evident
at the circumference of the {ore; the
uvula and pofterior part of the palate
will have a fimilar hue, and f{ometimes
ulcerations truly gangrenous will fuc-
ceed to that forenefs of the mouth, the

2 degree
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degree of which it is indeed hard to de-
fine with accuracy, but which nature
feems to have marked out for the precife
ftate beyond which fhe muft not be fti-
mulated. If a bubo remains unhealed
it will fometimes become phagedenic
when the medicine has been employed
too freely, or ufed at a time when the
conftitution was too weak to bear 1ts na-
tural operation. The fore becomes ex-
quifitely painful and highly irritable ; it
{preads from corner to corner at a pro-
digious rate, undermines the fkin, eats
into the furrounding parts irregularly fo
as to produce an ill-looking ulceration
with ragged, callous, fiery edges. This is
fometimes the mere effet of mercury,
but fometimes to this caufe may be add-
ed another, namely, a latent venereal
taint, roufed up, as it were, but not era=-
dicated by the ftimulating power of the
medicine,

When, notwithftanding the fair ufe
of mercury under confinement, and after
it has raifed a confiderable affetion of

IS 2 the
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the mouth with the ufual internal chan-
ges, &c. it happens that the cureis not
permanent. It is moit probable that the
failure has arifen from the quantity of
mercury ¢mployed having been too fmall;
its action too weak, and not kept up for
a {ufficient lencth of rime; or from fome’
other circamftance, which though effen-
tial has not been properly attended to
in the courfe of the treatment.  To give
one inftance out of many that might be
given of fuch a failure; a perfon at the
time he received chancrous infeéion had
a pox 1In his habit, which had been for
years {upprefled but not perfectly cured.
From the laft and more recent infe&ion
he had an ulcer on the infide of the ‘pre-—r
puce, which from irritation and neglect
foon occafioned a phymofis; in this fi-
tuation he applied for relief ; be'ing un-.
able to give himfelf reft he ufed mer-
cury in the alterative way for about a.
fortnight: finding no confiderable amend-
ment he fubmitted to confinement,
havmg rubbed 1n fnr about ten or
twer:
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twelve days, a confiderable affection of
the mouth took place, which for fome
time forbad the further introdu&ion of
the medicine. During this interval it
was obferved, that a puftule on one of
his cheeks, which he had had for {fome
time before his confinement, but which
from having nothing ftriking in its afpect
had not been regarded, f{uddenly went,
the hardened cruft came off, and left a
true venereal pit behind. The falivation
though it feemed to have cured this
fymptom had not cured his chancres;
the phymofis was not perfectly gone, and
the ulceration though in a healing ftate
was not well. At the time when the
{fubfidence of the flux, and other circum-
ftances, plainly demanded the further
introduction of the medicine, he was
obliged to go into the country on urgent
bufinef(s, and did not return for a fort-
night, and though he continued the
ufe of mercury during the whole of that
time, yet when he came to town he was
much worfe than he had ever been;

the
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the puftule on his cheek had- returded,
was increafed confiderably in fize, and
was now a deep ulceration, and the phy-
mofis and chancre were in as bad a
ftate. Under thefe circumf{tances he was
confined a fecond time, mercury was
again introduced in a variety of forms,
without interruption, for . five . weeks
complete, and his mouth kept tender
for at leaft half that time; the fore on
the face yielded, but with much more
difficulty than before ; the phymofis and
ulceration on the prepuce continued.
The medicine was at laft urged fo fre-
quently and fo forcibly, that it would
have been unfafe to have pufhed it far-
ther; in confequence of this the ulcer
on the prepuce, though not perfeétly
well, was nearer being healed than it
had ever been, and the phymofis fo far
gone that the glans could with fome
difficulty be denuded. As foon as his
general ftate would admit of it, he was
~dire¢ted to employ a cinnabar fumiga-
tion to the glans and prepuce, which

expedited
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expedited the healing: and by the ab~
forption of the vapor from the fumiga-
tion, which he ufed- every other day,
with the affiftance of the folut. fub.
cum decoét. far/. continued for a month
more, he got perfectly well.

Some part of the difficulty attending
this cafe ought certainly to be attributed
to the unfortunate dif{continuance of his
firt courfe, under confinement; but
from the quantity of mercury he had
then ufed, and from its effets on the
{yftem, I am of opinion, that if this had
not been a mixed cafe, I mean, a new
infection engrafted on an old one, the
courfe, imperfect as it was, would have
cured him ; or at leaft have rendered the
{fecond treatment effeGtual without the
neceflity of a fubfequent alterative courfe.
For five years before the receipt of the
infection for which he was under my
care, he had been under another fur-
geon, and with the utmoft difficulty
cured of a venereal fore throat. From
the foregoing hiftory. it is plain, that

though
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though falivation, from fome unforefeen
accident or other, may fometimes fail of
curing, yet that it will {o far break down
or enervate the difeafe as to render a
perfect cure eafily attainable by the aid
of an alterative courfe; and that there
are {fymptoms which will yield to the
action of both, that will not give way
to either fingly.

A married lady, who had been infected
for many years, was falivated fairly for
the difeafe; when fhe had defifted from
the ufe of mercury, and was fuppofed to
be cured, fhe felt confiderable pain on
one fhin; from the very plentiful fali-
vation fhe had been in, the furgeon who
had had the care of her, concluded that
{he was cured of the difeafe, and that
the prefent fymptom would be taken off
by laying a cauftic on the part and fairly
dividing the periofteum; the operation
was done; but fhe did not find much
relief from it. In a thort time what
feemed to be a partial affection became
a general one ; fhe had noturnal paims

univerfally,
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univerfally, and a large node fuddenly
made its appearance on the os frontis.
I put her immediately not only into 2
courfe of the folution, but ordered her,
after a week’s ufe of this medicine, to
rub in below the node on the leg %fs.
Ung. Merc. jort. alternis diebus, and to
take from a pint to a quart of the decolf,

Jarjap. a day.

The mercurials were fo managed as not
to affe@ her mouth till the clofe of the
courfe, and fhe was confined to her
chamber after the firft week. When
fthe had followed this method for a
month her pains diminithed, and the
node on her forechead difappeared; a tri-
fling uneafinefs on the affected tibia only
remaining ; by a perfeverance in this
plan for three weeks more, her pains left
her entirely, and fo far as refpected the
difeafe {he was cured certainly. Toward
the latter part of the courfe I puthed the
mercurials rather freely till her mouth
became moderately fore ; when that had
fubfided fhe was fuffered to go out; in

L about
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about a fortnight from which time a
fmall exfoliation was thrown off from
the tibia and the fore immediately

healed,

To what are we to attribute the
. ¢ure in this cale ? Probably to the fa-
hvation which in the firft inftance broke

down the difeafe; to the raifing a more

gradual, more perfe&t, and larger accu-
mulation in the {yftem in the fecond
courfe than had been before effeéted;

and laftly, to the farfaparilla.

Whether this medicine has a@ually
any {pecific power in the venereal difeafe,
or whether it has only a property of
a&ing in fuch a manner on the fyftem
as to affift the natural operation of mer=
cury, I will not fay; but certain it is,
that fo early as the middle of the fix~
teenth century * this root was employed

in

* Salfa eff regina in hoc, quia difcutit iophos
quodam quafi miraculo, lignum guaiaci etiam digerit,
fed non ita, nec tam facile. Pag, 816, Aphrodific.
‘Gabriel, Fallop, de Morbo Gallico. Cap. 115,

Fa
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in the Lues Veneréa, and for this parti-
cular {ymptom, a node. Perhaps both
this 'medicine and guaiacum may have
fome degree of fpecific power in the
more advanced ftages of the difeafe,
when the periofteum or bones are af-
fected. The author juft quoted, has,
after defcribing two kinds of gummata,
one of which we now call a node, with
great fagacity remarked, that they arofe
poft inunéiionem bydrargyri, qui non fana-
rit @gros; and I apprehend they are
owing to the repulfion of the puftules
from the {urface of the fkin to that of
the periofteum, by the too partial ope-
ration of the medicine on the difeafe;
and not to its deleterious effects on the

conftitution.

- Whether, when there is a recent
venereal eruption, there is always this
confent between the two furfaces? Whe-
ther the confent is moft frequently met
with in poxes of many years ftanding,
from a new and freth received infe@ion
fupervening to an old and half-extin-

L2 guifhed
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guithed difeafe? or whether, when an
eruption is followed by the confequences
I have mentioned in this cafe, the two
{fymptoms do not exift for a confiderable
length of time in the habit, as a part or
appendage to the fupprefled difeafe, is
difficult to fay. Buat thus much is cer-
tainly true, that, in an inftance I fhall
hereafter more particularly mention, a
venereal eruption was thrown out by
‘that kind of general inflammation which
always attends the formation of a confi-
derable abfcefs, and in another a node
“arofe in a fimilar manner during the pro-
grefs of a fever, and in both cafes at
~ the diftance of feven years from the firft
infections.

Having given the moft ufual forms in
which a mercurial courfe under con-
finement generally appearsin daily prac-
tice, when employed for the cure of the
moft obftinate fymptoms of the Lues
Venerea. 1 have only to add a few ob-
fervations on its intrinfic merit as a
method of treatment. I muft apprife

the
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the reader, however, thatThave all along
placed it only in a general view, as a
means of relief for the very worft ftages
of the difeafe, nor do I now mean to
apply it to any one particular fymptom ;
that will be the bufinefs of a future work.
But thus much it may be proper to fay
in this place; that in the method under
confinement any quantity of mercury
may be introduced into the general cir-
culation, ' excepting thofe perfons only
who falivate very readily, and even in
that idiofyncrafy a {mall quantity may be
{o managed as effeCtually to do the bufi-
nefs of a much larger, and with the
moft perfect quictude of mind and body.
We can with the utmoft eafe and cer-
tainty, and without the fmalleft check
from irregularities, the a&ion of cold or
other circumftances, proportion the
quantity to the effects on the {yftem, and
both to the difeafe. We can cure by
this method in the fhorteft fpace of time
pofiible, and by a proper attention to the
habit of the patient the furgeon may

generally
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generally and ‘at pleafure make its effe&ts
flight or violent ; he can therefore adapt
it to every {ymptom. Thus a recent
chancre he may often cure in a fortnight
or three weeks, without affeCting the
mouth much; and the very worft fe-
condary {ymptoms within three weeks,
a month, or five weeks; as to the con-
fequences of a too rapid or violent falis
vation, with the precautions I have men-
tioned they may in general be prevented.
In fummer as well as winter the patient’s
chamber fhould not be too {mall, and
when there is an aptitude to falivation it
will be of fervice, efpecially during the
former of thefe {eafons, if at the com-
mencement of the courfe he ranges from
one room to another, or even lets in frefh
air occafionally. But in the oppofite
conftitution the fame liberty is not al-
lowable, for it will impede the natural
eperation of the medicine, nor can it in
any cafe be adopted with fafety with
the fame freedom in winter. A mercu-
rial courfe under confinement, when the

5 rules
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rules I have laid down are carcfully fol-
lowed, will prove not only the moft cer-
tain method of treating the difeafe when
it has withftood every other method,
but when applied to the moft delicate
conftitutions it poffefies fewer inconve-
niences than any other that the ingenu-
ity of man has yet invented; for it has
neither the danger which the profecu-
tion of an alterative courfe ever will
have in fo variable a climate as that of
Great-Britain, nor is it {ubje& to the
fame interruptions. In fhort, the effeés
raifed, are fimply thofe of the medicine, -
affifted indeed, but not counteratted by
any one circumf{tance under which the
courfe is undertaken : and what weighs
more than any thing I have yet faid, the
weaknefs 1t occafions refembles that
which follows a fhort-lived, acute fe-
brile difeafe, and immediately goes off
upon the patient taking to his former
habits. |
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ALTERATIVE METHOD.

P A, Rl AL

[ an alterative courfe were to be con-
ducted according to the ideas of fome
practitioners, it ought to be {fo managed
as to avoid {ymptoms of falivation en-
tirely ; I mean by the term every affec-

tion of the mouth whatever; and the
precife point to which it thould be car=

ried, be to the production of inflam-
matory diathefis only; thatis, to a pre-
ternatural  fullnefs, frequency, and
firength of the pulfe. Butif {uch me-
thod of employing mercury be applied to
a genuine venereal fymptom, and cures ;

it will be but in very few inftances.
M For,
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For, to fay nothing of the natural ten-
dency in the medicine to lay hold of the
mouth, which no man can always pre-
vent; it! may with truth be faid, that
amidft the variety of cafes which do daily
fall to the lot of every furgeon, to one
cure effected in the above way, there are
at leaft ten, 1n which a very palpable and
confiderable affe&tion of the mouth muft
be raifed; not only purpofely, as an
. indifpenfable requifite toward a cure,
but unavoidably. It being impofiible,
in fome habits, to introduce mercury
enough to cure without it. And there-
fore the dotrine, however {pecious, can
be very feldom applied with advantage
to practice : And when too implicitly
relied on, may do much mifchief, by
leading the incautious and inexperienced
aftray after an Ignis fatuus, when they
fhould be following a fubftance, and
depending upon the more folid effects of
the medcinie.

The leading principles, already laid
down, when fpeaking of falivation, are
mutatis
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snutatis mautandis applicable to the pre-
fent method. The great difcriminating
circumftances are exercife and expofure
to the open air; under a regimen {fome-
what lefs ftimulating and nutritious
than in the ordinary habits of living.
To which may be added, in the idio-
fyncrafy which is {foon affected by mer-
cury, the introduction of the medicine
in much {maller dofes.—In the oppofite
temperament, if we mean to raife the
proper antivenereal effe@, the dofes muft
be frequently aslarge as when the me-
dicine is ufed under confinement, and
when real falivation is abfolutely intended.

I will fuppofe it entered upon by
frictions, as in the preceding method.
We are very properly direted to begin
with {mall dofes; which are to be in=
creafed in ftrength, and applied at lon-
ger or fhorter intervals, as circumftan-
ces may dire&t.—If a tendency toward
falivation thould at any time appear,
we are to put an immediate ftop to the
further ufe of the medicine, and to

M 2 wait
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wait till fuch tendency is removed.
After which we are to have recourfe to
the ftimulant again, and with this reftric-
tion, to continue its introduction till
the difeafeis cured. We are not to load
the {yftem haftily with fo largea quan-
tity of mercury asin the foregoing courfe,
but to endeavour, by the ufe of fmaller
dofes proportioned however to the pre-
vailing idiofyncracy, to produce a more
{low and gradual accumulation : and the
number of fritions, be they more or
lefs, thould form as it were a continued
and well connected chain; {o that, to~
ward the clofe of the courfe, the {yftem
may be acted upon fairly by the conjunct
force of the feveral dofes. Such, in few
words, are the general outlines of this
method.

The degree of inflammatory diathefis
is lefs to be depended upon for afcer-
taining the due abforption of the {timu-
lant and its proper action on the dif-
eafe, than in the method by falivation :

becaufe
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becaufe an irritable or inflammable
habit, when ftimulated by mercury
introduced under the influence of air,
exercife, and a nutritious diet, 'is much
more eafily heated than when thefe
laft circumftances do not prevail ; and
(it is extremely clear that a much lefs
quantity will alter the ftate of the cir-
culation, by its mere ftimulus,  than
will produce a properantivenereal change
on the fluids. Therefore, no reliance
fhould be placed on this fymptom,
when it is pure and unmixed; and not
that alteration in the {yftem which pre-
cedes and attends an affe@ion of the
mouth. But it may be confidered as an
accident, requiring the occafional inter-
pofition of evacuations, and an antiphlo-
giftic regimen. And we muft endea-
vour to afcertain the progrefs we make
by other circumftances. If the medi-
cine-caufes a tendernefs, or uncommon
tafte in the mouth, with difpofition to
falivation, though theaffection be ﬂight,
we may be certain that it is as much

the
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the mark of an internal putrefactive pro-
cefs going on, 1in this method, as in that
under confinement: of a procefs, how-
ever, which is kept under by the in-
fluence and ftrengthening power of the
three circumftances juft mentioned.
But, notwithftanding the extenfive
operation of thefe caufes in this kind
of courfe, {uch is the power of the me-
dicine, that the the ufual effe¢ts of mer-
cury under confinement are {ufficiently
evident, to fatisfy an enquirer that the
internal changes do actually take place :
though perhaps not fo completely. The
coftivenefs, before the mouth becomes
much affeCed, and the feetor when it
is, the emaciation, extreme languor,
{ometimes with cold colliquative {fweats,
ordyfenteric kind of purging, &c. arege-
nerally,when the courfe cures a bad fymp-
tom, fo ftrongly marked, as to put the
matter out of all doubt. There iseven
a fimilar attenuation or want of . natural
cohefion in the blood. The great diffe-
rence, in the two methods, arifes from

5 the
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the caufes above affigned, and whoever
confiders attentively their influence,
will be fenfible, that fuch caufes muft
a& as checks to the putrefactive effe@s
of the medicine ; and that to thefe the
{feemingly fmothered flate of its operation
is more owing, than to the manner in
which it is introduced. The predomi-
nant circumitance in the former me=
thod was weaknefs; produced by the
rapid introdu&ion of full dofes, under
ftri€ confinement and total ina&ivity.
That of the prefent is ftrength, gene-
rated by a more cautious management
of the medicine, when the conftitution
is at the fame time under the ation of
air, exercife, and a generous diet. 'The
one fhows how the invigorating power
of the medicine may be diminithed ; the
other how it may be increafed.

An alterative courfe will always cure,
in the idiofyncracy eafily falivated, with
more certainty than in the oppofite ftate
of the body : and this leads me to {peak
of the dofes by which this method

fhould



[ 88 ]

be condu@ed. In the former of thefe
cafes they fhould be fmall, and fo ma-
naged that they may gain as it were in-
{fenfibly on the conftitution, without
raifing a cordiderable affection of the
mouth; and if this is done properly,
the {yftem will foon become accuftom-
ed to the ftimulant; the power of habit
prevailing by degrees over the natural
tendency to falivation. If, however, the
mouth fhould become fuddenly and pre-
maturely affected, it will be proper to
defit immediately from the ufe of the
medicine; and, when this {ymptom is
{uffered to fubfide, it may be generally
repeated with more boldnefs than before.
Whenever the oppofite Idiofyncracy can
be known, the dofes thould be larger,
and repeated with greater freedom : and
without this precaution it will be ex-
tremely difficult to produce the requifite
degree of putrefaction and weaknefs.

The greater number of dofes requi-
red to obtain the fame antivenereal

effe in this, as in the other method,
weakens
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weakens the general operation of  the
medicine. Therefore, whenever the
power of habit fthews itfelf, the dofe
muft be not only increafed, but it will
be moft frequently neceffary to introduce
it in a new form : if fri¢tions were firft
employed, an acive internal prepara-
tion may be added to them; if this
fhould prove infuflicient, another
thould be called, in aid to the means
before ufed; and in this way the pro-
per action may be kept up. If the
ftimulant be urged too far, perhaps
{fymptoms of falivation may arife ; and
if they appear at the latter part of the
courfe, when the difeafe is nearly cured,
they will be of confiderable fervice:
becaufe they will point out the proper
internal changes, after a due retention
of a large portion of the medecine,
But if they come on too early, the cafe
will be very different ; the connexion
between the feveral dofes being prema-
turely broken, the attempt to produce

the requifite, but indefinable accumu-
N lation
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lation for a time fails ; and in both cafes
it frequently happeng, if the fymptom
1s an obftinate one, that, notwith-
ftanding the ufe of the medicine for
fome weeks, and the prefent affection
of the mouth, it will remain unaltered,
or perhaps is but juft beginning to put
on a favourable appearance; plainly
indicating that the internal procefs is
only in its firft ftage, and that a further
more confiderable action of the remedy,
and greater degree of putrefaction are
neceflary. How are thefe to be ef-
fected, when the fituation of the patient
preﬁludcs the obfervance of confine-
ment ? They are in {uch a cafe to be
brought on, only by the longer conti-
‘nuance of the ftimulant. If the prefent
affection of the mouth is {fo confiderable,
that more of the medicine cannot be
immediately introduced, there muft be
an intermiffion for one, two, three,
four, or more days, and, if the furgeon
is not extremely attentive, the putrefac-

tive procefs, which was going on when
{alivation
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falivation was impending, will be fud-
denly ftopped, and the invigorating effect
of the remedy will foon fhew itfelf, by a
freth flow of {pirits, and by the amend=
ed health of the patient. So that after
this the courfe muft be recommenced,
under difficulties very much increafed.

But if this fhould occur in the habit
cafily falivated, I believe, it will be of
no great differvice : for when the fymp-
toms are fairly {uffered to go off, the
proper accumulation may be afterwards
made, without danger of another pre-
mature interruption : a fecond affection
of the mouth being moft frequently,
more difficult to raife than the firft.
But, if it occurs in the other kind of
habit, from cold throwing up a quan-
tity of blood to the head; by violent
exercife ; the unexpected abforption of
a large dofe of mercury, &c. it will
render a future attempt to cure extreme-
ly difficult. In this cafe, the affeGtion
of the mouth and general ftate of the

patient muft be accurately watched,
N 2 and
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and upon the very firft appearance of
relaxation in the fymptoms of putrefac-
tion, the medicine muft be again re-
curred to, for 1t is inconceivable to
thofe who have not attended to the faét,
how very foon fymptoms of ftrength
will appear, and counteract our future
endeavours, upon the {malleft inter-
ruption or diminution of the ufual dofes :
I mean in this particular habit. Both
thefe fituations are rather embarrafling
to the furgeon, for in both there muft
be a temporary {ufpenfion of the effects
of the medicine, by which its operation
on the difeafe muft be weakened. How-
ever the fhorter the interval the better ;
and, when the mouth is not much af-
fe@ed, it is frequently of fingular advan-
tage to continue the ufe of the remedy in
a very {fmall dofe, thus, from half a grain
to two grains of Merc. Calc. may often,
notwithftanding the feeming tendency
to falivation, be had reccurfe to, and
repeated occafionally, and fo powerfully
will the circumftances in which the

patient
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is placed keep under this tendency,
that the forenefs of the mouth will
frequently diminifh, though the me-
dicine be continued in this manner
for fome days, and at length getinto
fuch a ftate as plainly to pointout the
necefiity of larger dofes. If I can pre-
vail with my patient, I generally begin
with frictions, and feldom ufe a larger
quantity, for the firft fortnight or three
weeks, than 5(s. Ung. Merc. fort. omni
noéte. If the medicine occafions a purg-
ing, the bowels muft be quieted by an
opiate; that done, if no confiderable affec-
tion of the mouth follows, it may be
repeated and continued. If coftivenefs -
fupervenes we may be certain that it
has not only fairly entered the circulation,
but that it will not be long before it
will thew fome falutary effet on the
difeafe.—If there is no danger of a fore
mouth, I now recommend an internal
mercurial, and let the bowels be ever fo
fo irritable at the commencement of
the courfe, they will generally bear one
' perfectly

4
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perfecily well at this period of the pro-
cefs*. If the patient objects to the fric-
tions, at the beginning of the courfe,
Mercur. crud. cum Balf. fulph. ext. may
befubftituted; butin a {mall dofe,which
may be gradually increafed—Whe-
ther it purges much, or is, after fome
days, followed with coftivenefs, a fimi-
lar method of treatment may be adopted,
as when {peaking of fri¢tions ; the fame
may be faid of Calomel Merc. calc. Solut.
fublim. whenthe courfe is entered upon
with them, and the conftitution will
bear the irritation of thefe medicines.

In a very few days, and fometimes
immediately, from the commencement
of the coftivenefs, the effe&ts of the
medicine on the mouth may in af{mall
degree be perceived ; the patient be-
comes thin, pale, and fomewhat weak-
ened, but fometimes the coftivenefs
appears many days before the other

fymptoms, and fometimes the natural
{tate

* I general]y ufe Mere. cale. or calomel if they fet
ealy, if not, Merc, crud, Balf. fulph, ext.
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ftate of the bowels is not much altered.
When, however, the foregoing effetts of
the medicine are prefent, great attention,
in the further profecution of the courfe,
will be required to keep the balance
even, between the circumftances which
difpofe to ftrength or weaknefs. For as,
on the one hand, by urging the reme-
dy too precipitately the furgeon may
bring on fuch an affe€tion of the mouth
as may put him under the neceffity of
confining the patient ; fo, on the other,
by not puthing it far enough, he may
fuffer its invigorating power to get
too great an afcendance over the habit,
and thereby leflen the efficacy of
the courfe as an antivenereal, In the
method under confinement already
confidered, we are apt to rely too much
on the effet the medicine has fimply
on the mouth, without regarding fuffi-
ciently the quantity employed or its
retentionin the {yftem. In an alterative
courle, being pretty fure of the two laft
circumftances, we truft perhaps too
much to them, without confidering

that
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that the internal {ymptoms of putre-
faction of which the affection of the
mouth is only the general mark thould
be not onlyraifed, but kept up, till the
difeafe is perfectly cured. This putre-
factive procefs not only comes on much
later, but a cure moft frequently re-~
quires that it be continued longer, than
in the method under confinement. I
mean when the intention is to cure a
troublefome primary or fecondary fymp-
tom. If the remedy can be fo mana-
ged, as not to affet the mouth too
{foon, and a fair accamulation is at the
fame time made in the {yftem, within
three weeks or a month, there will
remain the fame fpace of time for the
production of the putrefadtive change:
for a cure can feldom be performed in
this method in lefs than five, it i1s often
fix weeks, or two months. And this
variation depends on the obftinacy of
the fymptom, on the habit of the pa-
tient, on the effe¢t of the medicine,
and on the prevalence of thofe circum-

ftances during the courfe, which dif-
pele
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pofe to ftrength ; and which counterat
the natural progrefs of the medicine:
and to thefe may be added, a regular or
irregular method of living. Indeed ir-
regularities may occafion its protraction
greatly beyond the limits above-men-
tioned.

The degree of affetion in the mouth
differs greatly in different perfons. Some-
times, after a fair accumulation effeted
within 2 month or fomewhat more, the
tendernefs of the gums f{hall be f{o tri-
fling as to be fcarce perceivable, and
that only at the very clofe of the courfe;
fometimes there fhall be a fair feceffion
of the gums from fome of the teeth, even
after three weeks, which fhall continue
till by the repeated attacks of the medi-
cine on the fyftem the difeafe fhall be
fairly eradicated; the tendernefs of the
mouth during all that time being neither
leflened nor materially increafed.

The effe@s on the difeafe are in this
cafe gradual, they do not begin till the
mouth becomes touched, nor till there

Q are
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are the other ufual fymptoms of putre-
faltion, as proftration of ftrength, &c.
and the cure is feldom completed till a
confiderable degree of emaciation and
weaknefs has taken place. But it {fome-
times happens, evenin this method, that
a fimilar effort in the fyftem prevails, as
in the method under confinement, of
forcing open one or more of the fecre-
tions ufually influenced by mercury: if
this fhould appear at the clofe of the
courfe, when the fyftem is fufficiently
loaded, the effets of the remedy will be
as confpicuous, but not quite fo rapid or
certain as under confinement ; but when
it has been preceded by fome degree of
tendernefs in the mouth, with proftra-
tion of ftrength, &c. for {everal days;
it is the limit beyond which we fhould
not go. Indeed when thefe effets have
{fubfided, if the difeafe ftill continues,
and nothing contra-indicates, the medi=
cine may be again recurred to. For
though in falivation the decifive revolu-
-tion feems fometimes to take place in a
few
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few hours; thatidepends entirely on its
violence, and on the perfetnefs of the
external and internal changes. We are
not to expect the fame confequences in
an alterative courfe. However, even in
this, the tranfition from difeafe to health
is remarkably quick, and is at the end
of the procefs brought about by the ope-
ration of the medicine in a few days.
Interruptions therefore are lefs neceflary
to be guarded againft at the commence-
ment, than toward the clofe of the
courfe. For the bufinefs of the firft
weeks is to caufe a due abforption and
retention of a fufficient quantity of the
medicine ; the intention in the latter
weeks fhould be carefully to watch over
and {uftain for a proper length of time
the anti-venereal effets of the medicine.

The habit which falivates readily, is
much more under the controul of the
furgeon in this method than in the pre-
ceding, and the effects of purgatives and
the warm bath for repreflfing an impend-
ing ptyalifm are much more to be relied

O 2 on
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on. And this is probably owing to the
concurring influence of a conftant ex-
P{:.-{'urf: to the external atmofphere.

But the moft troublefome cafe is, -
when the circumftances under which the
courfe is purfued co-operate with an
acquired or natural inaptitude to faliva-
tion. The medicine has been introduced,
we will fuppofe, for feveral weeks; no
alteration, fave perhaps a flight ema-
ciation, can be perceived in the patient’s
appearance, nor any in the difeafe. What
is then to be done? If the {ymptom is
a hazardous one and fpreading with ra-
pidity, confinement will be the fafeft
and beft affiftant to the cure. But if
he cannot {ubmit to this; if the dofes
of the medicine have been already in-
creafed to the utmoft, another prepara-
tion may be added to the firft, and fo on.
Or, if little or no tendernefs of the
gums has yet taken place, a mercural
topic may be applied direétly to the
mouth and throat, which by giving to

the medicine the propcrty it feems more
part:cuhrly
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particularly to want, I mean the difpo-
fition to affe¢t the falivary glands, per-
haps its proper operation on the fyftem
and difeafe may be produced.

The beft medicine I know of for this
purpofe, is Mercur. alcaliz. thrown dry
from a paper into the throat, and fud-
denly wathed down with water. But if
this and the other means recommended
fail, there is no alternative but confine-
ment. As to a cinnabar fumigation to
the throat, unlefs there are fpreading
ulcerations on this part, it has too pow-
erful an effect on the falivary glands to
be trufted to; though this preparation
might be applied as a topic, in the cafe
of a fpreading chancre on the glans,
and by this furface a confiderable por-
tion of the medicine may be taken into
the circulation.

The inconveniences of the alterative
courfe juft defcribed, may be -ranged un-
der two heads: the one appﬂrtams to it
as a method, the defetts being inter-
woven in its very nature, which no mo-

| dification
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dification in the application of the me-
dicine can fully remedy. The other it
poflefles in fome meafure in common
with the method under confinement.
Under the firft come all thofe cafes in
which this method has generally, and
will for ever prove injudicious and inef-
fectual, It is injudicious to truft to it
when a {fymptom is to be treated which
is proceeding with great rapidity; in
which much more injury is likely to ac-
crue to the patient, if he waits the iffue
of the flow effet ufually attending an
alterative courfe, than he can poflibly re-
ceive from a temporary fore mouth.—
I have fully fhewn that the decifive
change in this method never can be pro-
duced in a fhort {pace of time, unlefs
falivation is abfolutely rifqued, and if
this takes place, the courfe is no longes
an alterative one, for the cure muift be
finithed according to the method under
‘confinement. If the anxiety of the pa-
tient, or miftaken zeal of the furgeon,
prompts the latter to the ufe of a pow-

2 erful
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erful topic before the proper antivene-
real effe@s from the general application
of the remedy have appeared, eight
times in ten he will not cure the difeafe,
but only damp the fire for the prefent,
which at fome future time will rage in
the old or a new form with inconceiva-
ble obftinacy : as this, therefore, can be
only a temporary expedient, there is no
man, I hope, however blinded he may
be by prejudice, or the prevalence of
fafhion, who will not fee the propriety,
I had almoft faid the abfolute necefity,
of confining the patient under the cir-
cumftances juft defcribed. It is ineffec-
tual, when the power of habit and
idiofyncrafy of the patient fo far predo-
minate, that no quantity of mercury,
however large, can be made to produce
the proper putrefactive confequences.

Independent of the accidents to which
thofe who have weak lungs of every tem-
perament are liable from the a&ion of
mercury ; there is one in which I never
faw a mercurial courfe entered upon,

whether
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whether under confinement or in the
alterative way, but with a great degree
of ferious anxiety. The cafe I have ia
my eye 1s the true and very delicate fan-
guineous temperament, in which the
complexion is exceedingly fair and florid,
the hair light, the eyes blue, the make
flender, the neck long and tapering, the
fhoulders high, and the cheft' perhaps
" pnarrow; in which there is a conftitution-
al propenfity to catarrh, to hamoptoe,
and phthifis pulmonalis. Let the two
methods which have been very fully,
and I hope fairly confidered, be applied
to this particular conftitution; and let
any man who is capable of determining
from his knowledge in the natural pro-
grefs of difeafes, and in'the effeéts of
miedicine, tell me, whether in fuch a
conftitution an alterative courfe conti-
nued for an obftinate primary or fecon-
dary {ymptom, for one, two, or perhaps
three months, during the coldeft and
moft variable {eafons in our climate, or
even in {ummer, is not much morelikely

: 10
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from its confequences to be injurious
than the other method which does not
take up half the time, and in which all
expofure to the inclemency of our at-
mofphere and every kind of inducement
to irregularity are wholly avoided: and
laftly, in which the quantity of mercuty
neceffary for the cure is not perhaps half
fo much. And this leads me to obferve
farther, thatin a tedious alterative courfe,
the ftrong action kept up in the veflels
15 not of the acute but of the chronic
kind, which in every, even, the beft pof-
fible, temperament, muft more or lefs
difpofe to hectic. ButI am happy to
have it in my power to fay, that amidft
the great variety of cafes, in which the
alterative method only can be employed,
thefe #ufortunia do not happen often :
and, when they do, irregularities on the
fide of the patient, who will not always
fubmit to a proper regimen, have as
great, if not a greater fhare in doing the
mifchief than the quantity of mercury
received, the length of the courfe, or

B even
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even the expofure to a very changeable
atmofphere. For it is very wonderful
how eafily even delicate conftitutions
will by habit and a cautious exhibition
at the onfet, accommodate themielves
to the ufe of this medicine, and feeming-
ly without material inconvenience. In-
deed, if it was otherwife, the remedy
would be almoft literally as bad as the
difeafe.

An alterative courfe then, conduéted
with the proper attention, may, with
oreat propriety and general fuccefs, be
applied to moft of the primary, and to
many of the fecondary {ymptoms of the
Lues Venerea. By the firft of thefe
terms I mean chancre, chancrous exco-
riation, and venereal bubo: by the laft,
a venereal fore throat when a primary
fymptom has preceded—venereal erup-
tions—nodes—venereal pains—venereal
excrefcences, &c. In the idiofyncrafy,
too prone to falivation, it may be adopt-
ed, perhaps, in preference to the method.

under confinement; the reafons for
which
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which have been already adduced, and I
hope fufficiently explained. It muft
however be remembered, that this mode
of cure is more certain and fafe in fum-
mer than in winter—in a warm climate
than in a cold one, and under a guarded
expofure to the very variable atmofphere
of this country, than under an irregular
courfe of life without fuch precaution.

There are certain topical applications,
which have been very freely employed
as afiiftants to the power of mercury
for expediting a cure, or ftopping the
hafty progrefs of particular {ymptoms.
Thefe may be ranked under the general
name of fedatives. By the term, I mean
not thofe only, which in ftrictnefs of
etymology come under this head, as the
vitriolic and faturnine; but all mercu-
rial and cauftic medicaments, whether
uled for the profefled purpofe of de-
ftroying a difeafed furface; or in a more
diluted ftate as promoters of good fup-
puration and granulation in parts ul-
cerated. For thefe, though they a&

P2 with
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with fome degree of irritation, have yet
ultimately, with refpeé to 'the difeafe,
a fimilar effe¢t with fedatives of the
aftringent kind. In this clafs may be
ranked Cauff. Lunar. whether in its
original form, or diffolved in a very
large proportion of water. Merc. Pre-
czp. R. whether employed alone, or
mixed with a cerate of wax and oil, &ec.
They have a tendency to check, and
even cure a venereal fore, though the
difeafe of which this fore is a fymptom
remains unfubdued in the habit. And
this is one caufe of imperfe& cures in
primary fymptoms, and will in part
account for the great number of thofe
called fecondary, which are daily met
with. If thefe 'applicatiﬂns were em-
ployed with proper caution, and never
without the faireft and moft unequivo-
cal general Uperatlon from the fpecific,
this recurrance of the difeafe would not

{o frequently happen,

Some of the beft writers, both ancient
and modern, have cautioned us with a
great

e b it
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great deal of earneftnefs againft the ufe
of aftringent fedatives, and other repel-
lents, in fome of the ftages of the Lues
Venerea ; particularly in the three gene-
ral primary {ymptoms above mentioned.
And being fully fenfible of the incon-
veniences arifing from the application
of thefe topics to a common chancre,
which they could fee; they transferred
the fame idea to the gonorrhea virulenta,
which they feem to have taken for an
internal ulceration of the chancrous kind,
If their notions of the gonorrhza had
been juft, the doctrine they have laid
down would have been equally and upon
the fame principle applicable to both
{fymptoms. Without entering at pre-
fent minutely into the theory of the
gonorrhza, it may be worth while to
thew that though difagreeable confe-
quences do fometimes arife from the
application of fedatives to the train of
fymptoms which go under that general
name ; yet a moderate attention to prac=-
tice muft convince any one that they are

not
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not thofe of a chancre or chancrous ex-.-
coriation, imperfectly or too fuddenly
healed. For, from the latter we have
generally fecondary {ymptoms of the
Lues Venerea ; 1in the former, f{o far as
my experience has extended, we have
not. At leaft the affertion is ftriétly
true, in much the greater number of go-
norrhez which are daily met with and
are called virulent : and if I miftake not,
the ill confequences arifing from aftrin=
gent {edatives when applied to them are
of another and very different kind; and
are owing more to mifmanaged inflam-
mation, than fupprefied infection.

. At one period of a virulent gonorrhza,
not only the whole tra&t of the ure-
thra, but the glands in immediate con-
nexion with it, and which open into it,
are rendered highly irritable, and are in
a ftate of increafing inflammation, The
fmalleft ftimulus applied to any one of
thefe parts is very readily extended to,
and vibrates throughout the whole,
The difcharge under thefe circumftances,
| though
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though thin, and perhaps fomewhat fti-
mulating, bears a proportion to the vio-
lence of the inflammation; and when
the latter is f{ufficiently moderated,
becomes greatly inftrumental to the
cure; as it is an evacuation immediately
from the part inflamed, whofe vefiels it
never fails to unload. If we put the idea
of infection out of the queftion, the
fame kind of antiphlogiftic treatment,
nearly, becomes neceflary in the inflam-
matory ftage of this difeafe, as in a true
peripneumony, with {pitting from the
mucous membrane of the lungs, or as in
a very violent inflammatory catarrh;
and as in thefe two difeafes the {fudden
fubfidence of the increafed fecretion from
the membrane never fails to exafpe-
rate the inflammatory f{ymptoms to
fuch a degree, as fometimes to threaten
immediate fuffocation, or if the patient
efcapes this danger, to terminate in
{uppuration, wulceration, or adhefion ;
fo in gonorrhea, when a check is

put to the difcharge from the urethra
5 by
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by an aftringent fedative, by a ca-
lomel, or any other injeétion, which
diminifhes confiderably, or totally ftops
this - natural evacuaticn; the tendency
to phlegmonous inflammation in every
part of the canal but that which
the fedative immediately touches, is
greatly increafed, and a train of deep
feated inflammatory {ymptoms enfue.
A medicine of this kind therefore is in
no cafe fafe under the circumftances
above-mentioned; it is unfafe even with
an antiphlogiftic treatment, but it is in=
finitely more {fo without it: and if the
patient efcapes the effects of immediate
inflammation high up in the paflage—
hernia humoralis—affection of Cowper’s
glands, or the proftate, he moft fre-
quently lays the foundation of a future

ftricture.

But the confequences of a fupprefled
venereal {ymptom are very different,
and are purely, and without the fmalleft
mixture of inflammation, thofe of repel-

led infection ; and the never failing con-
fequence



fequence of an imprope

pical treatment of a venereal bubo,
chancre, or chancrous excoriation will
be to produce at a future, perhaps no
very diftant period, fome one or more
fecondary fymptoms; and in thefe, as
well as every other cafe of the Lues Ve-
nerea, properly fo called, the furgeon
fhould depend as much as poffible on
the general effe¢ts of the {pecific for a
cure.

Some have imagined that the firft ru-
diment of a chancre, that is, the pimple
before its converfion into an ulcer, was
curable folely by the application of a
cauftic; others go fo far as to imagine
that an incipient chancre, even when it
is fairly charaterifed, may be in like
manner healed, without any ill confe-
quences enfuing to the conftitution ; in
both cafes they go on the principle that
the complaint is merely local; that the
poifon has not yet entered the circula-
tion, and therefore that this kind of
treatment cannot do any injury. With

Qs regard



[ 124 ]

regard to the firft of thefe ftates, no man
I believe can dlﬂlngulfh with certamty
a venereal pimple from one which is not
fo, Buat if he could, the i lmproprrtt}r of
all topics is to the full as clear and irre-
fragable as in the more advanced ftage
of a_ chancre, Whether the mfe&mg
fluid be received by abrafion, in which
cafe it undergoes a change in the infe@-
ed part; on which it is depofited, or
whether it is immediately abforbed by
the lymphatic pores, and conveyed to
- the inguinal glands, as when a bubo ap-
pears as a firlt fymptom; the fact I be=
lieve is, that it is taken up and mixed
with the circulating lymph, even in
goitu s if that is the cafe, the practice I
am now confidering muft fall to the
ground, and is on no principle whatever
defenfible : fo that chancre, chancrous
" excoriation, venereal bubo, though ap~
parently local affections only, are yet
fymptoms of a general difeafe which
exifts in the habit from the moment of

infection.
In
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In a fmall, very recent, and unin-
flamed chancre even water, when it has
been taken from a fpring ii‘ﬂprﬂgn?{tﬂd
either with alumingus or vitriolic par-
ticles, I have known fo powerfully fe-
dative as to ftop the progrefs and fer-
mentation of the poiﬁm_ on the part,
and hedl the ulceration: and in this
ftage of the difeafe a calomel wath, Ung.
Mercur. Cerat. alb. cum precip. R. all
medicines of the vitriolic or faturnine
kinds, and many others, will have a fi-
milar bad effe€t. In the more advanced
ftate of a chancre the fame fort of ap-
plications may be hurtful, by caufing
the fudden cicatrization of the fore, or
by making it put on that healthy appear-
ance which fhould be produced by the
moft unequivocal general effects of mer-
cury on the conftitution, and by thole
only. |

And I am very much miftaken if
thefe kind of applications have not a
tendency to drive back into the circula-
tion a confiderable portion of true in-

()2 feting
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fe&ing matter, which when a chancre
is left to the general operation of mer=-
cury would find an exit from the part
and from the fyftem. Whether it be
owing to this circumftance or no, I can-
not {ay, but I think I have feveral times
feen the progrefs of the more advanced
fymptoms of the difeale brought on be-
fore the ufual period, by the too fudden
healing of a chancre or chancrous ex-
coriation. An aftringent fedative gene-
rally leaves a mark on the cicatrix of a
common chancre it has healed, by
which its action may be diftinguithed
from a topic fimply mercurial ; this
mark is a general hardnefs of the part,
or of its circumference, as if the ftyptic
quality of the medicine had puckered up
one large or a number of {mall inflamed
lymphatics, and fometimes a turgid vef-
fel may be traced from this induration
toward the neareft lymphatic gland.

Mercury, even in its mildeft form,
when ufed as a topic, is perhaps no lefs
dangerous than a powerful aftringent

fedative;
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fedative; though this opinion wants
fome further proof.

" It may be faid that whena chancre
has been healed by the general opera~
tion of the remedy fimply, when no other
topic has been ufed but mere water,
and that only for the purpofe of clean-
linefs, that a'{mall portion of infe&ing
matter may adhere to the external parts
{ufficient to reproduce  the {ymptom
when it has been once healed, or that
by its contact with the febaceous matter
of the glans, or mucus of the urethra,
it may caufe a gonorrbea <virulenta.
Having often {een a chancre at the
orifice of the urethra, fimple and with-
out any one attendant {fymptom of a
gonorrhza which has yielded in due
time to mercury only, without the {mal-
left appearance of this laft difeafe fu-
pervening, I very much doubt the truth
of the above opinion. But, {uppofing it
well founded, it only proves this, that a
certain portion of the remedy for the
perfec elimination of the difeafe, thould.

be
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be applied to the. part infected, as well
as to the {yftem, and that though a mer-
curial topic may be called in, asan affift-
ant to the more powerful general effects
of the medicine, it is by no means to be
trufted to alone, or employed when
thofe effects have not been produced,
or when they are imperfeét.

If a mercurial fedative acts powerfully
it frequently leaves no hardnefs on the
part by which its operation may be
traced, it is therefore, when too much
trufted to, a more dangerous application
than thofe of the aftringent kind. And
even when the ftimulant i1s ufed to the
{yftem in general, if its operation is de-
fective in any of its moft eflential re-
quifites, what is it but a fedative /—It
will damp, and that for a very confi-
derable length of time, the difeafe it
would have cured, had the proper in-
ternal and external effects been produced.

What has been faid in regard to feda-
tives in general, will, I hope, be fuffi-
cient to diffuade all thofe who have not

X attended
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attended much to their operation, from
ufing them without a prefling occafion;
this occafion does fometimes occur in
practice. In an ozena, in {preading ul-
cerations of the tonfils or uvula, in large
{preading chancres with confiderable
pbymofis, and perhaps in'a few other
cafes they may be employed early, to
prevent mifchief which is impending,
and of the moft alarming kind; but
when they are, the general opera-
tion of the fpecific fhould be com-
plete in all its parts; and fometimes they
may be neceffary, not only whilft the de-
cifive putrefactive changes are taking
place, but afterward, notfimply as means
of cure themfelves, but as powerful re-
medies to quiet local irritation, and affift
the proper antivenereal effes of the
general ftimulant. I have only one or
iwo more obfervations to make on feda-
tives. When the difeafe is palliated,
but not perfectly cured, by the joint
effets of thefe kind of medicines, and a
flovenly general ufe of mercury; the
fymptom which fupervenes is generally

much
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_muéh more difficult of cure ‘than when
the fame {ymptom has occurred from
the imperfect operation of the medicine

fimply, without the mterpnﬁtmn of any

{fedative tDPlC

Thefe kind of palliati_ves‘have another
Hbad tendency befides thafc'alraad}r men-
tioned. When a venereal fymptom is
{uffered to remain under the influence of
no other circumftance fave the general
and proper a&tion of mercury, by care-
fully watching the progrefs of that fymp-
tom the furgeon will obtain a very good
direction as to the quantity of the reme-
dy to be introduced, and as to the effects
it muft raife in the fyftem. But if he
. alters the appearance by any topic he is
entirely deprived of this very ufeful fource
of information, and can, in that cafe,
only depend on a very powerful opera-
tion from the medicine for a cure; and
this operation may be more violent than
the difeafe would have required if no
fuch topic had ever been ufed.
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Page 12, line 7, /2 inflead of w/ed.

13, line 20, they inftead of 25e/e.

16, laft line, after during add avbat may be m}'f:d'

17, line 1 1, after glands add and mouth.

19, line 2 in the note, for corroded ufe eroded;
and, line 8, after #bat day read be ufed.

20, line 18, upon for on, add and wmouth.

23, line 3, add the more important.

40, line 14, dele 1bat.

51, line 11, zhofe for thefe.

58, line 2, dele s.

71, line 20, dele for,

APPENDIX
Page 9, line 5, read ¢ffe? for affes?.

12, line 21, read glans for g!ﬂﬂd;.
14, line 4, add &,
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N the foregoing tract, the ill con-
fequences of a too fudden, and too
violentan affe@ion of the mouth; and

the antivenercal power of the method
under confinement, when no {uch aftec-
tion could poffibly be raifed, werediftinct-
ly noted: and theattention of the ftudent
directed, to that middle {tate, which is
equidiftant from the two extremes, of
violent {alivation, and the flighteft pofii-
ble impreffion. - Having fo done, the
author hoped he could not have been
mifunderftood ; and was greatly furprized
to find, that he had been reprefented, as
an advocate for common, or unqualified

B {alivation,
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falivation, and of falivation, folely, in
the cure of the Lues Venerea ; more ef=
pecially, as he had taken fome pains to
difcriminate between the internal, moft
effential effe@s of mercury, which denote
a putrefadion fui gemeris, from thofe
which are external: and had a&ually ap-
plied this very principle of putrefaction,
in contradiftinétion to {alivation, as the
only prnbable one, that cnuld account
for the known antivenereal power of the
remedy. - The enquiry,” fo far as it
went, was by no means defigned to
raife the reputation of the one methﬂd,
unfairly, and at the expence of the other :
but it was a free and liberal inveftigation
of the merits, and demerits of both, as
they are generally practifed. It did not
tend to an implicit reliance on any one
method univerfally ; or in all pofiible
cafes. But it thewed c]earlj;, the pro-
priety of adopting the leading principles
of the one or the other, as circamftances
fhould dire&. In the difcufiion of a
great praltical queftion, he was, 1t is

true,
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true, under the neceflity of entering
into a minute examination of the ufual
effe@s of falivation, in all its different
ftates. But the particular application of
thefe effeés, to the feveral degrees of vi-
rulence, and ftages of the difeafe, was re-
ferved for a {ubfzquent patt of the work.
And though a general preference was
given, to themiddle ftate above fpecified;
yet that ftate differs very materially from
common f{alivation. It is neither raifed
in the fame manner; nor has it, any of
thofe painful effe@s attending it, which
render that procefs greatly dreaded by
all ranks of people. To apply the term,
therefore, to fuch a mercurial courfe is
to confound two things, which are, in
their own natures, widely different.

If by the term falivation, he has been
fuppofed to mean, the mere falivary fe-
cretion, more efpecially where it is great;
he readily allows, that that is not necef-
fary to a cure; becaufe it is, when un-
connected with other effeéts, an evacu-

B2 ation



[ 54483

ation only. But he has all along in-
tended the word in a very different
fenfe; and employed it, to exprefs a me-
thod of cure under confinement, without
any reference to the mere falivary dif-
charge; but in which, the mouth is
moft frequently more, or lefs affected,
not fimply with an increafed fecretion
of faliva, but generally ;—with tender-
nefs ; flight, {uperficial excoriation ; tem-
porary feceflion of the gums from the
teeth ; and a greater, or lefs degree of fce-
tor of the breath. Thefe external ef-
fects are defcribed to be nearly fynchro-
nous with others, he has called internal.
And he fuppofes the produétion of the
latter, to be in every cafe truly venereal,
abfolutely neceflary: to a cure. He
bzlieves, that no inftance of failure can
be adduced, in which they have been
perfeét ;5 and they may be fo, not only
without any degree of falivation, but al-
moft without any perceivable affection
of the mouth : the one fet of effeés 1s
always neceflary; the other, only when
the putrefaltive changes cannot be pro-

duced,
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duced, without the correfpondent exter-
nal type.

When the affection of the mouth has,
by accident, arifen to any degree of vio-
lence, and has manifefted a very quick
and extraordinary degree of antivenereal
power, as in the firft hiftory given, page
19, todeny its efficacy would be, to be
wholly infenfible to a felf-evident truth.

Theorifts may fay what they pleafe to
the contrary, but there certainly is a fu-
perior degree of power annexed to the
remedy, when the whole of the putre-
faltive procefs takes place with this
train of confequences ; a power, which,
no modification in the effe&s, thort of
falivation, can conffantly produce. But
the application of this fact, to the fymp-
toms of the difeafe is another queftion;
which I can only confider at prefent,
in a curfory manner. When a pra&i-
tioner attempts to cure fecondary {fymp-
toms, without producing a fore mouth, he
will fometimes find, even under the ad-

vantage
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tant putrefactive changes {o often men-
tioned, with a moderate {hort lived ten-
dernefs of the gums, and parts within
the mouth, with feetor, and flight fe-
cretion of faliva. A chain of effeéts, -
which, in his opinion, fhould be neither
raifed haftily, nor by tco fmall a quan-
tity of mercury, but progreffively ; after
feveral days have been fpent, in forming a
fufficient accumulation ; which effeéts
are not to take place as in falivation, at
the commencement, but at the clgfe of
the courfe. When the quantity intro-
duced has raifed the ufual changes in the
fyftem, and thefe bave been followed by
the removal of every fymptom of the
difeafe, then the medicine may be dif
continued, and its effeéts {uffered to {ub-
fide ; in general, without the neceflity
of employing it for a longer time. But
if the changes fhould not be perfec, nor
the fymptoms cured, the ftate of the
mouth will be favourable to the further:
ufe of the remedy, and the quantity in
circulation may be immediately increafed,

. without
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without the fmallelt lofs of time, til] it
has reached the precife point.

Laying afide other confiderations that
might be offered ; fuch a method of cure
i1s, generally, much lefsexceptionable than
an alterative courfe ; becaufe the practi-
tioner has the remedy wholly within his
power, under the moft favourable circum-
ftances, for a cure; becaufe in this way, a
much larger quantity of it can be fafely in-
troduced within the fame given time; and
alfo, becaufe its natural operation feems
to be more perfect. It is preferable to
hafty or ordinary falivation; becaufe the
quantity of mercury taken in, and re-
tained, is not limited ; becaufe the ne-
ceffary accumulation may be completed,
without interruption ; and becaufe the
pain infeparable from the ufual method
of falivating, is, in a great mealure, ob-
viated. It has advantages, even over
that method of treatment, in which {a-

livation is intended, butin which, little
or



Tepe ]

or no perceivable affection of the mouth
can be produced; becaufe it will cure
in much lefs time, than fuch method ;
becaufe it requires a much {fmaller quan-
tity of mercury to aftect a cure ; and be-
caufe it is, from that very circumftance,
probably lefs injurious to the conftitution.

The above treatment will cure many
fecondary, as well as primary {ymptoms,
The alterative method, defcribed page
81, will do the fame ; though by no
means in {o fhort a time, nor with the
fame certainty, or fafety. I fincerely
with I could fay, from experience, that
they were always equal to the difeafe.
But the truth ought not to be concealed.
The uninformed fhould know, that there
are fome {ymptoms, which no alterative
courfe hitherto made public, will ever
cure, {o as not to have a relapfe in fu-
ture. Nor will even the above method
under confinement {ucceed, in fome few
cafes ; unlefs the quantity of mercury
employed be confiderable, and the effeéts

(& carried
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earried to the fair point of falivation.
When 1 {ay that, I advert, particularly, to
the kind of habit, in which the requifite
putrefactive procefs cannot be made to
take place, without a confiderable affec-
tion of the mouth ; and to the cure, of
the molt obftinate ftages of the difeafe.

A more direct, and circumftantial ap-
plication of the above method, when its
effects on the habit, and mouth need only
be {light ; of the fame method, when
more forcibly urged to fair falivation ;
and of the alterative ; will be given, af-
ter having made fome obfervations on
the natural hiftory of the difeafe: and
the truth of the principles now laid
~ down will then be more fully illuftrated,
with examples taken from actual prac-
tice.

They only, who have carefully noted
the operation of the {pecific in the worft
fecondary fymptoms can have a juft, or
adequate idea of the force, with which

the
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difeafe, asit were rivets itfelf, to fome
conftitutions. 1 have made choice of
thefe, as the faireft tefts, for determining
the relative degrees of power in the fe-
veral methods ; and waited patiently for
years, to fee, whether the cafes that I
fuppofed cured, actually remained fo. I
have fcarce met with a fingle inftance
of relapfe, in any cafe, in which the
method under confinement was, properly
conduéted. It has cured venereal opthal-
miz, without leaving any defet to vifion ; .
venereal {arcoceles ; eruptions; difeafed
bones, of many years ftanding. It has
permanently cured obftinate ulcerations
in the face, tongue, and throat; fome of |
which had exifted for years, and, from
the little effect produced on them, by al-
terative, and lefs rigid mercurial courfes,
had been thought to be cancerous and
incurable. And in all thefe cafes, it was
not only neceflary to ufe the {pecific, in
the manner recommended under confine-
ment ; but to carry the effets to thzi_t
point, at which it will generally produce

C2 the -
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the proper internal changes, either with,
or without a fair {alivation : and it has
always cured with the greateft facility,
when this alteration in the {yftem has
taken place wszh falivation ; with much
greater daifficulty, when it has not.—
‘Though I believe that the one way may
be as certain, as the other.. From thefe
facts, I think myfelf fully vindicated in
giving a {uperior degree of credit to this
method. Bat, what is frequently the
ofily remedy in cafes like thefe, would
be much too powerful for the milder and
more general venereal {ymptoms, par=
ticulaily for thofe called primary. To
cure thefe, a lefs quantity of the me-
dicine, and much ({lighter effects w;il
amply fuflice.

Chancres, when neither large, nor
{fpreading, fo as to endanger, a phymofis;
confiderable deftruion to the glands; or
orifice of the urethra, may, in general,
- be fafely treated, by an alterative courfe,

when the patient will conform to rule ;
and
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and there is no danger, from the great
variability of our fealons. But were I
at liberty to chufe my method, I (hould
frequently prefer the mild one under con-
finement, above defcribed ; becaufe I
am certain, that whether the quantity
of mercury ufed, be great or fmall, it will
operate without any adventitious check ;
and with the moft perfect fafety. With
re{pect to its application to venereal bu-
boes, 1 am not {o fanguine, unlefs there
1s the greateft probability of anticipating-
the formation, and f{uppuration of the
gland. When the ftate of a bubo is fuch,
as to render it moft likely, that fuppura-
tion will follow flowly, no time 1s gained
by confinement ; for after the quantity of
mercury f{ufficient to cure the -difeafe
has been introduced before fuppuration,
more will be required, if not as an anti-
venereal, at leaft as an effectual means of
promoting the healing of the fore after~
ward. If no particular circumftance,
therefore, contraindicates, I am indif-
ferent, as to confinement, in venereal

bubo.
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bubo. After {uffering the tumourto break
of itfelf; opening it, by a flight pun&ure
only; or rubbing a very {mall part of
the integments with a picce of good /apis
infernalis 5 the reft of the treatment is
committed to a foft poultice, which fits
perfectly eafy, and co-operates with the
natural covering, the remaining fkin, in
defending the fore from irritation, and all
external injurizs. As to the reft, it de-
pends on the general ufe of mercury,
and a proper attention to habit, &ec.

When there is too great a propenfity
to falivate readily, the alterative courfe,
folely, may be followed; or its leading
circum{tances may be combined, with
thofe of the method under confinement.
Thus, by a cautious introduction of {mall
dofes, under a fteady and guarded ex-
pofure to the external air, a fufficient
quantity of the medicine may be retained
in circulation, which may afterwards be
_ put into a ftate, the moft favourable to its
proper action, by confining the patient d

an
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and in this way, the putrefactive changes
will very readily take place. They who
have had many opportunities of feeing
the difeafe; and obferving how very dif-
ferent its effets are, in different conftitu-
tions, muft be fenfible, that prodigious
quantities of the medicine are fometimes
introduced into the {yftem, in the altera-
tive way ; without the wifhed-for fuc-
cefs, when the power of habit operates
with idiofyncra{y, in rendering the irri-
table parts of the body, in fome meafure,
infenfible to the ftimulus of the medi-
cine: the beft and fureft way of in-
creafing the power of the remedy, under
thefe circumitances, 1s to confine the
patient to his houfe or room; to kv:f:p
him inadtive ; to enjoin a plain and
nourithing diet, -without wine or {piritu-
ous liquors; and to increafe the former
dofe, under fuch treatment.

I have entered fomewhat prematurely
into the management of particular {ymp-

toms ; and have been under the necef~
fity
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fity of doing fo, before it was intended,
merel}r to fhEW, that I am by no means
a ftrenuous advocate for f{alivation : and
falivation, folely. And though I flill
maintain, that a courfe conducted under
confinement, and {o managed, as to pro-
duce a fair and confiderable affeétion of
the mouth is {ometimes indifpenfible ;
yet from the whole tenor of what has
been faid, it will be evident, that fuch
a courfe 1s only a modification of fali-
vation, and confined in its application to
the moft rebellious cafes of the difeafe.

I have given it as my opinion, that

calomel and the folution of fublimate

have, with little variation, the {fame fpe-
cific antivenereal effets, as the prepara-
tions of the crude mineral ; or, in other
words; that the power of producing the
neceflary changes in the animal fluids,
either with, or without a correfpondent
affe@ion of the mouth, varies in degree
enly, in the different preparations ; and

taken

1

P



[ 17 1]
taken, as a general rule, what has been
faid, 1s, I believe, ftrictly true.

‘But with refpect to the folution, there
{eemstobe, in theory, a furtherdiftintion
neceffary. Compare a grain of corrofive
{ublimate, (which 1s a chymical combi-
nation of crude mercury and the mu-
riatic acid) with the fame quantity of
pil: ex mercur. crud. (balf. fulp. extinét.)
Divide the grain of mercurial falt, and
the fame quantity of the pill, into eight
parts ; give an eighth of each, twice a
day, for feveral days ; and obferve the
refult. There will be a much more
{peedy antivenereal effe&t from the {ub-
limate, than from the preparation of the
crade mineral ; and yet the latter, when
given in a proper dofe, will cure with
more certainty: it will cure even when
fritions have failed. Whence arifes
this difference ? It is, perhaps, owing to
the very intimate combination of the
mineral with the muriatic acid which
renders the fublimate readily mifcible,
and of eafy aflimulation, with the feveral

D fluids
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fluids of the body. This property of
the faline mercurials, may, perhaps, give
them one advantage over the more grofs
preparations of the crude mineral, namely,
that, of checking the progrefs of a ve-
nereal {ymptom fooner, than they do.
If this is really a fa&t, the mercurial,
which takes up the largeft proportion of
falt in combination, would be, perhaps,
preferable, even to the folution. Ward’s
white drop anfwers to this defcription ;
as it is lefs acrid, and probably more
diffufible in the animal fluids, than fub-
limate, it may deferve, even as an anti-
venereal, more attention than has yet
been paid to it. There are alfo other
cafes, in which the faline Prﬁparatiﬂns
may be fingularly applicable. When
genuine fymptoms of the difeafe; {uch
as chancres, venereal fore throats, vene-
real eruptions, &c. have: been broken
down, but not perfeftly eliminated by
the ufe of mercury, the fymptoms which
remain, or re-appear, fometimes, take a
new form. They not only become ano-
malous’; bat fhew that the lymphatic

and
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and nervous fyltems are viciated in a
manner totally different from what is ob-
{fervable in a pox, uninfluenced by mer-
cary. I fhall hereafter mention the cafe
of a patient, who, after a fuppofed
cure, had, for many years, a regular {uc-
ceffion of {ymptoms, which appeared to
have the venereal type, but which were
too inraerfe@ly marked to put on the
natural, and more ufual appearance of
the ‘difeafe. And I have fometimes ob-
ferved, long after the cures have been
performed, that a few folitary eruptions,
refembling  what are called {fcorbutic,
but with fomething of the venereal hue
about them, would break out, and give
relief to wandering pains. ‘Thefe, are
readily cured by fuch faline mercurials,
as pervade with facility, the finer fecre-
tory organs. In thefe cafes, 1 believe, the
folution is preferable to calomel, andper-
haps Ward’s white drop may be {till more
efficaceous, than either. When the Lues
Venerea has paffed its acme, that is, has
proceeded in its natural courfe till it has
produced an eruption, which has been

removed
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removed by mercury ; and that mercury
has not cured the difeafe, but only ener-
vated it, and given occafion to the rife
of a flight affection of the periofteum of
{ome one, or more bones, then alfo, the
more active faline preparations, by cir-
culating readily through parts; which
the more grefs preparations can reach,
only by contact; or by producing the
moft uneguivocal general effects on
the fyftem, may be highly ufeful.

If mercury is united with one par-
ticular preparation of antimony, a me-
dicine will be formed which will approach
fomewhat to the idea generally enter-
tained’ of an alterative antivenereal.—
Crude mercury, rubbed down with 4a//.
Julpbur, we have elfewhere obferved, is
one of the beft methods of making a very
fafe, and active preparation for internal
ufe. Triture the mineral with flor. fulp.
and it becomes, as an antivenereal,
inert ; but incorporate calomel with fulp,
aur. antim. as in Plummer’s pill, and
the compound fhews more activity than

the
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the Aithiops, but confiderably lefs, than
the crude mercury extinguithed with
the balfam of fulphur; nor has it the
difpofition to falivate, which this laft
medicine always has. Indeed, if a more
active mercurial isgiven, after a long con-
tinued ufe of Plummer’s pills, the mouth
will fometimes become affected. But
‘when employed alone, it very {eldom,
if ever, thews any fuch difpofition ; and,
therefore, is rather applicable to fuch
cafes of the lues as. have been already
treated with mercury in a more power-
ful form, than to be depended upon
for the actual cure of thedifeafe. Thus,
when a bubo, during a mercurial pro-
cefs, inftead of healing, becomes what
furgeons call phagedenic; a cafe; in
which the habit 1s generally much too
irritable, and the blood impoverifhed ;
Plummer’s pill will frequentlyhave a very
good effe@, both when given alone, and
whenemployed with farfaparilla. Andun-
der the fame circumftances, the {malleft
dofes of calomel, mercur. caleinat. and fub-
dimate have fucceeded : and probably, in

the
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the cafe now pointed out, they frequently
cure, more by cerre@ing the habit, and
gradually meliorating the animal fluids,
than by their {pecific aétion, as antivene-
reals. It has been fuppofed that the mere
ftimulus of mercury, when kept up for a
fufficient length of time, would effet a
cure"in the worft cafés, though it pro-
duced. none of the effe&ts I have de-
{cribed as decifive in the treatment of
venereal patients, If this were true, the
medicine, whofe properties I am now
“ endeavouring to point out, would be in-
eftimable. It will, to a certain degree,
mitigate many of the {fymptoms, which
are truly venereal but I have pever yet
feen a perfon cured by it. Very {mall
dofes of calomel, mer. cale. and fubli-
mate, are more to be depended upon. But
they are all inadequate to the end pro-
pofed ; becaufe, when employed 7z this
manners they have too {light a degree
of ftimulus; without the very necef-
fary property of affeCting the mouth,
And I have not yet met with any medi-
I cine
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cine capable of curing the difeafe, that
has not had, this property.

The praitioner muft, indeed, have
very limited ideas, both of the difeafe, and
the remedy, who confines his refources
to any one {pecific method, or prepara-
tion of mercury.

The difeafe comprehends a great va-
riety of fymptoms; fome of which are
eafy, others, very difficult of cure. To
this variation the known power of the
medicine muft be properly adapted. It is
to the full as abfurd to think of curing
every fpecies of {mall-pox, from the
moft diftin¢t to the moft confluent, and
malignant kinds, by one, and the fame
means, as the Lues Venerea by any one
method of employing mercury. AndI
believe the more a man fees of the
difeafe, the more he will be convinced of
thefe truths: that extenfive views, and a
liberal accommodation of the leading
circumftances of the two methods de-
feribed, in the firft, and fecond parts of

this






