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THE

AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

OCTOR CASTRO, a phyfician,
refident in London, having
tranflated into Englifh a Difiertation,
publifhed at Paris in French, Oz zhe
Origin of the Venereal Difeafe, fent
a copy of his tranflation to the cele-
brated Van Swieten. The proofs
adduced by Caftro were not of {uf-
ficient force to induce this learned
Commentator, to give up the old
do&rine to which he had before {fub-
{cribed, of the lues wemerea having
been conveyed to Europe from Ame-
rica. |
As he was then bufied in com-
pofing the fifth and laft volume of

a his.
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11 THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

his Commentaries on Boerhaave’s
Aphorifms, he combated the above
Differtation, at the beginning of his
article de Lue Venerea, objecting to
the greater part of Caftro’s proofs, as
negative, and confequently infuffi-
cient. This fifth volume of his Com-
mentaries was not publifthed till the
year 1772, after the author’s death.
I have carefully perufed Van Swie-
ten’s objeéions, and have {pent {fome
time and pains in colle&ing a greater
number of proofs than were brought
by Caftro, to demonftrate bifforically,
that the venereal difeafe appeared in
Italy, for the firft time, in the month
of March 1493, and that it was not
brought from 'America, as many
writers have pretended, by Chrifto-
pher Columbus and his companions.
The obfervations and remarks are

{o
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{o arranged, as to thow beneath the
authors who have either fupplied or
{fuggefted them; and thefe authors
are placed according to the order of
time, when their works, quoted by
me, were printed, " |
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(reve

THE

TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.

IT has been a matter of much perplexity and

ferious debate amongft medical writers, when,
and from whence, the venereal difeafe was intro-
duced into Europe. The greater part of thefe
writers have perfuaded themfelves that it was
brought by Columbus and his companions from
St. Domingo, merely becaufe it raged with greag
violence in Europe, fhortly after the return of
the above navigators from their firft voyage.

Although the proofs of thofe who have beftow-
ed this origin on the venereal difeafe, as it has
prevailed in Europe, have all been equivocal,
ftill greater counter-demonftrations have been
needed, than thﬂffﬂ which have been hitherto ad-
duced. In a difpute of this nature nothing but
infallible proofs can caufe the fcale to prepon-
derate on the one fide or the other.

To this end, Dr. Sanchez, in his prefent work,
has with great induftry brought forward a feries
of incontrovertible faéts, fuch as bid defiance to
all theory and copjecture, many of them being
founded on the writings of authors of veracity

aj and
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and repute, antecedent to the firft return of Cos
lumbus from his American difcoveries.

It would feem that the different appearances
the Jues venerea puts on, in the different ftages of
its exiftence in any country, have been the great
caufe of the fubject having been fo much argued.
From.being at the firft onfet highly inflammatory
and exalted, as well as infe@tious and general in
its attacks, it becomes in a great meafure chroni-
cal and limited, and at length is weakened to fuch
a degree, that there is every probability of its hav-
ing been, in many inftanceés, from its firft exift-
ence in the world, entirely worn out : in {upport
of this hyphothefis many phyfical caufes of ch-
mate &c. might be brought.

This may be the principal fource of the {cepti~
cifm which has prevailed as to its probable great
antiquity. The difeafes, all very fimilar, defcri-
bed by Gordonius, who wrote five centuries back,
by Plutarch, by Celfus, and by our countryman
Becket, as allo that called execrable amongft the
Scythians, are all denied to have been wvenereal,
becaufe not perfe&lj,r fimilar to thf: venereal difs
eafe we nozw know in Europe. '

But even this difeafe is not the fame every
where : it is much more inflammatory and de-
ftruive, for inftance, at Naples and Leghorn,
than in London; and on this account it may

have received, together with many others, the
titles

&
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titles of the French and Neapolitan difeafe. When
carried by the foldiers and failors laft war from
Great Britain to our then American {ettlements,
which were almoft entirely free from it #, its ef-
fects were infinitely more violent and {udden,
than they have latterly been known to be in Eu-
rope. This muft unqueftionably have been ow-
ing to climate ; fince in Virginia, from a morbid
difpofition of the air, without any venereal taint,
the penis, tefticles, and f{crotum, are frequently
known to gangrene. |

To remove from any country the odium of hav-
ing intailed this difeafe on another, 1s a fatisfac-
tion to the philofopher, and the man of liberality

* That the American colonies, at the breaking out of the
lift war, were in a great meafure fi:rangr:rs to the /ues wene-
rea, was owing to their fagacious regulations refpeting ma
trimony, almolt generally embraced, and the morals of - the
people. 'When a woman was difcovered to have a promif-
cuous intercourfe with the men, fhe was tranfported to the

a2y

Bay of Honduras.—*¢ Increafe and multiply,”” was, and
ftill 15, the motto of the Americans.

But in the back fettlements of North America, the In-
Mians, who do not obferve the fame precautions, hayve amongft
them this difeafe, which they have lung known. They are
very expert in curing it, with the root, far more pungent
and acrid than that of our mezerion, of the lbelia fero-
tina. With this they alfo remove obftinate dyfenteries.
The negroes call it the bloody root, from the dark fanguine

colour of its juice when frefh,

: a 4 and
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and fenument. To make it appear that it has
been known from a very remote period in many
countries, where it lias affumed a variety of
thapes, may lead to many curious phyfical invef-
tigations.

The author of this treatife afferts with confi-

dence, that if the celebrated Sydenham had been
mafter of the pofitive falts he (Sanchez) has been
at the pains to eftablith, he would never have in-
fifted, as he has done in his commentaries, on the
American origin of the difeafe which prevails at
prefent in' Europe.
- This may equally apply to Aftruc and the other
writers who accord with Sydenham, Amongft
thefe I cannot pafs over M. Turﬁbnll, a navy
furgeon, and furgeon to the Eaftern Difpenfary,
fince he treats the {fubjet with an unufual can-
dour.

Amongft our cnuntryri}en, he follows Aftruc
as a profefled writer on the hiftory of the venereal
difeafe, on which he reafons fhrewdly, and dif~
plavs much reading and erudition, bringing for-
ward, without torturing them, as is generally thek
cafe, the arguments of his opponents.

Mr. Turnbull, in his refearches, has had the
advantage of thofe who have preceded him on
the fame ground. The circuitous voyagers have
fupplied him with opinions relative to the intro-
duétion by Europeans of the venereal difeafe into

! the
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the Sandwich Iflands. I fhall now briefly exa-
mine thefe opinions, and endeavour to thow their
fallacy.

Mr. Samwell, furgeon of the Dilcovery, dur-
ing the laft circuitous voyage, had boldly come
forward in the caufe of truth, to ftate the cir-
cumftances which attended the death of Captain
Cook, an event before much mifreprefented.

The zeal and integrity which impelled him on
this occafion, have induced him to publifh alfo
the refult of his enquiries refpecting the venereal
difeafe, at the Sandwich Iflands; by which it
would appear, that the reproach of having intro-
duced it amongft the natives, is entirely removed
from the Englith difcoverers.

Mr. Samwell, joined to an inquifitive and
deeply penectrative genius, has had the advan-
tage of a liberal education, which enabled him to
form and digeft, for the moft part, the account
of the languages of the Sandwich Iflands, given
in Captain Cook’s laft voyage. Confequently
much truft is to be repofed in what he advances.

He fets out by obferving, that our late navi-
gators to the South Sea Iflands, were, without fuf-
ficient ground, led to believe that the venereal
difeafe was introduced amongft the inhabitants by
Europeans; and that this opinion, implicitly
adopted by the public, has caft a great, though

5 unmerited,
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unmerited, ftigma, on the late important voyages
of difcovery to thofe feas.

On carefully inveftigating the bafis upon which
thefe aflertions have been made, fo as to confirm
the refult of his enquiries amongft the natives, he
feels a perfect convition that the difeafe wasknown
at the Sandwich Iflands, before they were difco-
vered by the Englifh.

Mr. Samwell having it much at heart to place
his difcovery beyond the reach of cavil or con-
tradiGtion, has availed himfelf of the opportunity,
which fubfequent voyages to thefe iflands have
afforded him, of directing further enquiries to the
fubject. ' |

He has converfed with a native of one of the
Sandwich iflands lately arrived in England ; and,
more particularly, with Captain Dixon, and
other officers of the thips which lately vifited
the South Seas. Amongft other proofs, they
mention that an Indian, a man of great intelli-
gence, embarked on board one of the fhips
with a view of coming to England, but died in
China.

+ This Indian bad been with them about two
years, and in that time had acquired a fufficient
knowledge of the Englifh Janguage to make him-
{elf readily underftood. He recollected very well
the difcovery of the Sandwich iflands by Captain
Cook, and not only acknowledged, that the ve-

nereal



THE TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE: *1

fiercal difeafe was then known amongft them;
but declared that he had himfelf been twice in-
fected by it before that event took place.

This fa& fully confirms the truth of Mr. Sam-
well’s obfervations ; and he is of opinion that fu-
ture enquiries will prove, that the difeafe exifted
in all the South Sea Iflands, before they were dif-
covered by Europeans, notwithftanding what has
been afferted to the contrary; by thofe who were
mifled by a want of a fufficient knowledge of the
language of the natives *.

From thefe correfponding facts, and the argu-
ments of Doéor Sanchez in the prefent work,
may we not be led to conclude, that the venereal

* The following incident will fhow how difficult it was, in
Captain Cook’s time, to procure any information which could
be depended on, from the natives of the Sandwich iflands,

The Refolution and Difcovery feparated for about a fort-
night off Owhyee. - Towards the clofe of this period, the
Difcovery was vifited by an Indian, with whom Mr. Sam-
well, and others, were in the habit of converfing, and pick-
ing up as much of the language as they could. On ap-
proaching the land, the firft t‘.l'!lquir_‘; made, was, very nas
turally, after the Refolution; but neither the natives who
flockedsn board, nor the above Indian (who was along fide
when the fhips parted) could be made to comprehend the
queftion, The Refolution, notwithftanding, had been on the
fame fpot the day before, purchafing provifions, &c. of the
very people to whom the enquiry was direfted, and appears
at the time to have been fcarcely out of fight, fince fhe was
joined by the Difcovery before funfer.

dileafe
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difeafe prevails, and has long prevailed, in almoft
every part of the habitable globe? That the
violence of its effects, like the action of the venom
of reptiles, depends upon climate and other co-
efficient caufes? That the variety of fhapes it
affumes in its different ftages of exiftence in any
country, may have caufed the ancient traditions
concerning it to be doubted ? and that, generally
fpeaking, it prevails equally amongfl favages,
with whom the fexes are in a ftate of almoft pro-
mifcuous intercourfe, and polithed nations. over-
whelmed with debaucheries—whilft it thuns thofe
who are placed in a happy medium bétwixt the
two ftates of favage ignorance, and luxurious re-
finement, fuch as, till very lately, the inhabitants
of the new ftates of North America, and the peo-
ple of the northern parts of Scotland, the moft
virtuous in Great Britain, amongft whom this
frightful difeafe is ftill buc little known, and is
dreaded as much as the plague.

~ The author of 'this treatife may perhaps be
blamed for having laid fo great a ftrefs on the
authority of Pintor, fince by the extracts he makes
from his work De Morbo Fedo, it appears that he
had a ftrong tinge of fuperftition, infomuch, that
he afcribes the epidemic venereal difeafe of his
time, to a conjunétion of the planets Mars and

Vegus. As the immenfe French army he {peaks
of
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of entered Italy at this crifis, Pintor’s idea, in a
metaphorical fenfe, was not mal-apropos.

But the dark age in which he lived fhould be
taken into the account ; and as a further apology,
the flux and reflux of the tides are a proof that
the planets, connected with our fyftem, have a
confiderable influence over the earth, {o as, by
affe&ing the atmofphere, to affift 1n the produc-
tion of any epidemic difeafe.

Extreme heat, either {fucceeding to, or attended
. by heavy rains, is a principal fource, in certain
climates, of peftilential fevers. This is particu-
cularly noticeable in the Eaft Indies, where a
{ultry and dry {eafon is conftantly healthy; but if
rain immediately follow, then epidemicdifeafes pre-
vail; and this is alfo the cafe on the coaflt of Africa.

At fo early a period as that when Homer fung
and begged, when the {cience of aftronomy was
in a very infant ftate, the fun and moon were {up-
pofed to act on the human body, and produce
difeafes. This is inftanced in the contention, de-
fcribed in the lliad, betwixt Agamemnon and
Achilles, where the epidemic difeafe amongft the
Grecian troops, is afcribed to the arrows of Apollo,
that is, to the rays of the fun, operating conjointly
with the marfhy lands on which the Greeks were
encamped.

In the concluding part of this work, where the
author treats of the plague, he rifks a very bold

aflertion,
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affertion, that quarantines are not neceflary, as a
prevention, to fhips which have pafled from an
- infected country, to another, the climate of which
is entirely different. He denies that the plague
can exift beyond a ftated period on fhip-board ;
and that it can affe¢t where there is no predifpofi-
tion, brought on by the combining caufes which
gave it birth in its native clime.

He has forgotten, amongft his arguments, to
inftance the Sudor Anglicanus, a peftilential difeafe,
which was entirely confined to the Englifh, who,
if they pafled inta other countries, were flill in-
fected by it,'although it did not attack their neigh-
bours the Scotch and French.

This, our author’s, dotrine, in regard to the
plague, deferves, in a political point of view,a {trict
and careful inveftigation. The Englith quarantines
are extremely tedious, and attended by a palpable
injury to our commerce. A fhip of any nation
takes in her cargo in the Mediterranean, and
would bring it to a Britith market, as the beft:
but the merchant is frighted at the length of the
quarannne, a delay expenfive and inconvenient
to his trafic. He accordingly fecks Cadiz, Lif-
bon, the ports of Holland, &c. where the quar-
antine, unlefs the circumftances be very parti-
‘cular indeed, does not exceed two, or three days
at the fartheft.

CONTENTS.
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RARSE APPEEARANGCE

OF THE

VENEREAL DISEASE
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SECTION I

Hiftorical Extraéts from the Works of PETRUS
PiNTOR.

IN the catalogie of authors, natives of
the kingdom of Valencia *, we find that
Pintor was born in the capital of that king-
dom, in the year 1420 ; that he was phy-
fician to Pope Alexander the Sixth, and that
he died at Rome in the year 1503.

* Efcrittores del Reyno de Valencia, por Unenti Klmcnﬂ

P. 8. Th. D. en Valencia 1747, fol. pag. 67 and 79
Tome I,
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The Pope, his patron, was likewife of
Valencia ; and, when a Cardinal, refided in
Spain, from 1472 to 1479, in quality of
legate to Pope Sixtus the Sixth. He alfo
lived at the Court of Valenci'a, of which
place he was Archbifhop ; and there isreafon
to believe, that he then patronized Pintor,
and carried him with him to Rome,

Probably this might not have happened
till after his return to Italy, or after his
elevation to the Tiara, in 1492 : what is
certain, however, as will be thown in the
fequel, is, that Pintor was at Rome in the
month of March 1493, and that he took
upon him the title of phyfician to Pope
Alexander the Sixth. The earlieft of his
works was printed in 1469 *.

During the year 15co, he publifhed at

# Ad beatilfimum ct clementifimum D. N. D. Alex-
andrum Papam VI. Petrus Pintor, Artium et Medecine
Magifter prefati Sanctitatis hunc libellum dirigit Aggre-
gator Sententiarum de curatione peftilentize. . Ad calcem
explicit impreffus per V. Virum Mag. Eucharium Silber
1499. Menfe Februario.

"This book is to bz feen in the library of the Gollége de;
Buatre-Nations, at Paris.

Rome,
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Rotne, another work, entitled—de Morbb
Feedo bis Temporibus affligenti. |

The only copy of this work of which we
have any knowledge, 1s 1n the hands of M.
Cotunnio, Profeffor of Anatomy at Naples.
The profeflor, in his work de Sedibus Vario=
larum *, has announced the contents of Pin=
tor’s treatife de Morbo Feedo.

Pag. 149. ¢ PetrusPintor, Hifpanus me-
dicus Valentiee natus, de lue venerea aut
primus omnium feripfit, aut certe inter pri-
mos: quem morbum tertiam efle veluit va-
riolarum fpeciem. Dixitque alubumata motus,
opinor, puftulofa progenie, qua preaefertim
{e venerea lues primum manifeftavit. = Ait
enim,” ab anno 1494, ufque in praefentem
annum 1499, quidam morbus ignotus, di-
verfis dolorum fpeciebus, in diverfis mem-
brorum corporis partibus, puftularum di-
verforum modorum, in magnitudine et par-
vitate, in cute corporum hominum nafcen-
tium, terribiliter gentium multitudinem cru=

ciavit, quia vulgo Romano Gallicus merbus
vocatur.”

*‘ Dominici Cotunnii Regii Anat, Profe(f. de Sedibus
Variolarum ZINTAI'MA, Neapoli, 1469, 8vo.

B 2 ““ In
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~« « In civitate enim valentina (quo fexage-
narium variolatum fe vidiffe capite 2. de-
clarat) aliud nomen impofuerunt,” cujus
opus quod ut ex ejus calce apparet, editum
eft Romz quarta ut aiunt forma, fineulla pa-
ginarum que {unt 44. vel enumeratione, vel
nexu per venerabilem V. D, Eucharium Sil-
ber die nono menfis Augufti anno Sal. Chrifii
M. D. Miror neque apud contemperaneos,
neque apud bibliographos, mentionem fac-
tam efle ullam, neque enim Luifini collec-
tione, neque Aftrucii eximio illo catalogo—
pag. 151. et feq. in curatione tradenda mer-
curialis unguenti effectus in nonnullis Ecle-
{iee viris—in capite decimo otavo, in quo de
unguentis ad dolores tollendos agit, inquit
mercuriali unguento fe inungere voluiffe Re-
verendill. D. Cardinalem de Seguorbia qui bunc
- morbum patiebatur cum terribilibus, qui die, ac
nocte precipué, in leflo quiefcere, neque dormire
poterat, flante tanta fortitudine dolorum.ut ad
Syncopen portarent ex quo fecutam infommnietatem
et fuffocationem magnam in partibus gutluris et
oris et paulo poft virulentiam materie morbifice,
nonnumquam velut cancrorum exaggerans, eam
inquit vifam fuiffe in Petro de Borgia in quo vi-
rulen-
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rulentie materie puftularum capitis corrofionem
in pericraneo et craneo manifefte fecit demun
unguento quod baberet azungie porci recentls
uncias tres, terebintine de pino, lythar giri auri,
ceruflee, ana unciam unam, olei laurini uncias fex,
Jucci acetofitatis citri quantum fufficit, ut fiat un-
guentum liquidum *.”

<« Se curafle, inquit D. Centes, Canonicum Il-
Jerdenfem a doloribus fortibus, in tibiis, brachiis,
et aliis membris, cum puftulis extenfis per totum
corpus.”

Having perufed Cotunnio’s work, with-
out finding any other quotations from Pin-
tor, I intimated to Do¢tor Marcello Sanchés,
a phylician at Naples, my defire to be per-
fectly informed of the contents of the book
mentioned by Cotunnio, in his treatife de
Sedibus Variolarum. In reply, I received three
letters; the firft, dated the 12th of Sep-
tember ; the fecond, the 15th of the fame
month ; and the third, the 24th of the No-
vember following.

* Cotunnio, in his extra&ts from Pintor’s work, has
forgotten, the crude mercury, of which the other, as will
appear hereafter, gave three grains as a dofe.

B 3 Thefe
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Thefe are the contents of the fir{t letter.

- ¢ Not having a particular knowledge of
M. Cotunnio, I requefted one of my friends,
intimately acquainted with him, to borrow
Pintor’s work : however, M. Cotunnio, not
withing to part with the book out of his
library, I was obliged to obtain on the fpot
the informations you requeft.”

« This work, which is unique in its kind,
is a {mall quarto, containing twenty-two
chapters, and written in gothick characéters,
It {ets off with a kind of preface, in which I
find the extracts M. Cotunnio has copied, in
the one hundred and forty-ninth and fol-
lowing pages of his work de Sedibus Variola-
rum, which I have fent you ; and concludes
by an addrefs to Pope Alexander the Sixth.”

“ In the original work, I find the fubfe-
quent paffages, not publithed by M. Co-
tunnio.” | |

The following occurs in the fourth chap-
ter: .
“. Sicque etiam in medecina contingit,
quod per admirationem alicujus a@grituninis
nobis. ignoté devenire poflumus ad cogni-
tionem 1pfius, ficut evenit hoc tempore {cili-

cet,
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cet, ab anno 1494, ufque ad praefentem an-
num 1499, adhuc affligens quidam morbus
qui 4 vulgo in civitate Romana appellatur
Morbus Gallicus, hac ratione quia multi galli
ad hanc pervenientes urbem a {ua regione
Gallica hoc morbo infectionem hujus morbi
portaverunt. " Et multitudinem gentium
iftius morbi per contagium cruciaverunt ;
etiamque poft dies notitiam habuimus, quod
ifte morbus gentes multorum climatum in-
vafit, ficque diverfa nomina de eo impolita
fuerunt ; 1dcirco dicendum eft quod hic
morbus non pervenit folum a contagio, led
vera eanfa ejus magis appropriata fuit aliqua
influentia {tellarum erraticarum, quwe nobis
vifum et certificatum ftetit, fuifle caufam di-
verfitatis conjunctionum planetarum eteclip-
fes {olis etiamque lunee.”

“ Can we believe, that Pintor, a Spanifh
phyfician, had fuch a fat exifted, could
have been ignorant in 1496, that the venereal
difeafe had been brought from America by
Columbus, whofe firft return into Spain was
In 1493, and the fecond in 1496 ¢ If the
moft diftant idea had been then entertained
that the difeafe was of American origin,

B 4 and
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and that it had been communicated by the
companions of this celebrated navigator,
would Pintor have fought for its caufe in the
influence of the ftars? Admitting even that
the latter opinion was peculiar to him, he
would at leaft have combated, or rejected,
the fentiments contrary to his own, on the
fubje¢t of a difeafe of which he was com-
piling a hiftory.”

In the ecighteenth chapter we meet with
the following paflage:

“ Aliud unguentum quidam Portoguenfis
qui ftabat in Caftro Sancti Angeli, portavit
de partibus {uis, cum quo unguento pa=
tientes alubumata multos efle curatos de-
monfiravit, cujus ordinatio eft ifta :”

«« R. Lythargiri 3ij. cerufl. 3i. thuris—maftiches—aa
3ij. refinz pini 3. argent vivi® 3lij. axungiz porcinz re-
cent %i. ol. rafar. 3j. M. fr. Unge. fluxile.”

¢« Iftud unguentum, cum tal dofi mede=
cinarum fimplicium, erit multa quantitate,
et reducere poteris ad drachmas cum nun-
gere volueris ;—cum hoc unguento voluit fe
inungere D. Cardinalis de Segliorbia, &c.

In my friend’s letter of the 15th of Sep-
tember, he informs me, that on paying a

{fecond
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fecond vifit to M. Cotunnio’s library, he met
with the following effential paflages in the
fourth chapter of Pintor’s work.

«« Nec mirandum {i non incepit hic mor-
bus in Italid, Francia, Hifpanii, quoniam,
ut diximus, habuit fignificationem in toto
orbe, et fic habuit principium in aliis par-
tibus orbis ; et fi in his pranominatis locis
non apparuit nobis, ex virtute fupra dicta-
rum conjun¢tionum in fignis. Sed cum
ratione alias potuit incipere in 1494,1in Italii
et predictis partibus (Francid et Hifpanii)
quoniam fuit conjunctio, ut fuperius di¢tum
eft, Jovis et Martis, in figno libra qui habet
dominium in his partibus,—etiam Jupiter et
Mars conjunxerunt. Veruntamen {unt ali-
qui qui dicunt praedi¢tum morbum incepifle
anno 1496. Id falfum, quia nullam habent
rationem demonftrandi hujus dicti verita-
tem. Primo quia experientia viflum eft ante
incepifle per duos annos in pranominatis
partibus, in Italid, Francid, et Hifpanig*.
Addo etiam quod a diverfitate conjunc-
tionum planetarum, eclipfium folis et luna,
aliorumque influentia, ifte morbus occultus

® Chapter 22.
pro-
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producit, ut in cap. de caufis démonfira=
vimus.” .

“ Indeed this book is a confufed jumble
of greek, arabick, and aftrological do¢trine.
It defcribes, as you fee, the whole world as
having given origin to the venereal difeafe ;
and has not found it in the Ifland of St.
Domingo, fo as to afford the Spaniards the
credit of having made this prefent to our
continent.

- The third letter, dated November 24,
continues thus :

“ Let us return to Pintor’s work, entitled
de Morbo Feedo et Occulto bis Temporibus af-
Jiigenti, &c.”

“ On perufing it,” fays my friend D.
Marcello Sanches, ¢ I expected to find
where it was that the author had exhibited
remedies for the cure of venereal complaints
to the Cardinal of Séguorbia, and the Canon
of Centes de Lérida in Catalonia. I was
difappointed ; but it is very probable that
this happened at Rome.”

In the thirteenth chapter, is the following
paflage:

¢ Nam unus homo infectus di¢to morbo

potelt
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poteft inficere homines convertantes et {tan-
tes cum infecto ; etiamque poteft inficere
aerem camerz et domum ubi habitant., Et
fic pertranfit de uno homine ad alium et de
una domo ad aliam, et producitur ille aer
maliciofus per totam civitatem, et inde in-
ficiunt homines illius civitatis ex hoc con-
tagio.”

<« Thus, at its beginning, was the ve-
nereal difeafe ‘in every refpect {imilar to the
plague.”

« At the end of the thirteenth chapter,
~ Pintor adds,”

“ Nos tamen in patientibus hunc morbum
per experientiam plurimum vidimus conti-
gifle in ifto tempore, quod hic morbus cru-
ciabat per contagium, precipu¢ cum muliere
hoc morbo infecta.”

“ In Pintor’s firft tract, entitled Aggre-
gator Sententiarum de Preaefervatione et Cu-~
ratione Peftilentize, chapter the fourth, we
read as follows ;”

“ Talis autem epidemia, in urbe Romana
contigit anno 1493 ; menfe Martii poft in-
troitum folis in primum minutum arietis.”

13 Iﬂ
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 In the ninth chapter of the fame traét
we likewife find the following paflage :”

“ In civitate Romana, in peftilentia, an-
ni 1493,” (nam hocanno, in principio menfis
A}lgu{‘ti, peftis manifeft¢ apparuit, et invafit
multitudinem hominum perfex menfeset per
amplits tempus) < {ed tamen in primis tribus
menfibus fuit fortis peftilentia, et poft di-
minuendo valde proceflit in aliis tribus men-
fibus, et nunquam radiz inferior fuit comunéta
radici fuperiori, {ed {emper illis menfibus dic-
tis a radice fuperiori calefti, peftis in homi-
nibus urbis Romane influxura et duratura
ftetit, et lente proceflit, et non ex toto de-
finit effectum facere fuum ufque ad menfem
Junil 1494, In quo menfe peftis invafit mul-
tam gentes hujus civitatis *. Poft radix in-

| ferior

* In his ninth chapter, and almoft throughout the work
from which thele extralts are taken, Pintor afligns two
caufes for the plague and peftilential epidemics. When
the one caufe aéts without the other, the plague is then
neither {o univerfzal, nor fo deftruétive. The firft of thefe
caufes is the influence of the f{tars on our earth ; this he
calls the radix fuperior, radix caleflis. "The fecond confifts
of the changes in the four elements, fuch as great drought,
{evere cold, inundations, and change of feafon : thefe in-

duced
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ferior cum radice fuperiori conjunéta fuit,
quia totum menfem Maii pluvie magne ef-
fecte fuerunt in fuperficie terra, etiam in
vifceribus ejus putrefactio, et corruptio cau-
fata eft—ex qua multarum febrium putrida-
rum continuarum diverfarum {pecierum—
generatio {tetit et accidentium terribilinm,
in di¢tis febribus innumerabilium nvafio *.”

duced calamities, which afflited all Italy, from the year
1491 to 1495. See the Diilertation on the Origin of the
Venereal Difeafe: he there calls this fecord caufe, radix in-
ferior.  See allo the part of this work, in which we fhall
fpeak of the Epiftles of Petrus Delphini. ,

* Pintor, in the fifty-fourth, and three fucceeding chap-
ters of his work, entitled Aggregator, treats of the buboes
and fores (anthrax) which fupervene in thefe fevers. He
does not there mention any {ymptom in the parts of - gene-
ration of either fex. Thofe who imagine that the venereal
difeafe was brought from St. Domingo, will avail them-
felves of the above remark, to maintain, that this peftilence,
which firft appeared in Italy, in March 1493, was not the
difeafe called a year afterwards the French pox. However,
at the commencement of almoft all contagious difeafes, all
the {ymptoms do not appear at®nce : towards the clofe of
peftilential fevers, the fores are ufually the moft common
and moft alarming fymptom ; and it is to be prefumed, that
chancres and buboes, in the genital parts, appeared at the
clofe of thefe difeafes, fince, as we fhall fee hereafter,
plagues are to be found, accompanied by thefe {ymptoms.

Eatract
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Extraét from Sebaflian Aquila.

Sebaftian Aquila, in his book de Morbo
Gallico *, {peaks thus of this difeafe :

¢ Ut nos in hoc morbo” (the venereal dif-
eafe) ¢ videmus non enim apud omnes in
pudendis incipit ; imo alias is morbus erat
lethalis, etiam cita morte : Doctore Serenio
medico referente ex malignitate materize fa-
cientis morbum ; hoc tum hodie raro accidit
——quibus jam clarum eft omnibus, mor-
bum ditum vulgo Gallicum efle elephan-
liafis.” '

By thefe remarks, and the obfervations
of feveral authors, whom it would be fuper-
fluous to cite, it may be gathered, that this
difeale was, in every refpect, fimilar to the
moft deftruc¢tive plague; and that, under
thefe circumftances, the venereal {ymptoms
in the parts of generation could not be ob-

* Interpretatio morbi Gallici, et cura Papi, per Jacob
de Burgo Franco 1509. in 8vo. min,.—Cap. 1°. §. de ca-
fibus et accidentibus, page 188.

This treatife is to be found in the colle&ion of Luifini,
Boerhaave's edition : the colleGion, however, is not per-
fectly complete.

ferved :
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ferved : thele fymptoms appear only to have
{hown themfelves when the difeafe became

lefs fatal.

Extraét from the Epiftles of Petrus Delphini,
General of the Order of Calmadules.

As I have been fortunate enough to meet
with the epiftles of Delphini*, a {carce book,
which confirms the dates of the peftilential
difeafe I have made known to the reader’
through the extracts from Pintor, we fhall
have frefh proofs that the venereal difeafe
was known in Italy, not only before the ar- |
rival of Charles the Eighth at Rome, but
before, and at the time when Columbus re-
turned into Spain from his fir{t American
voyage.

In his feventy-ninth epifile, fecond book,
dated at Florence, in March 1491, Delphini
relates, that during the preceding year, there
was {o great a drought throughout Italy,
that at Venice, not only the canals were no
longer navigable, but all the rivers of the
country dry. That during the winter, and

* Petri Delphini Veneti, Generalis Camaldulenfis Epif-
tolarum libri—Venetiis 1524. fol.

)

{pring
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{pring of the year 1491, the froft, accoms
panied by heavy falls of fnow, was fo excef-
five as to freeze up all the rivers. Accord-
ing to Nicholas Leonicene, Alexander Bene-
dicti, and Sabellicus, all quoted in the Dif-
fertation on the Origin of the Venereal Dif-
eafe, printed at Paris in 1764, the inunda-
tions during the following years, till 1493,
together with the earthquakes and famine,
laid walte all Italy, It may be well pre-
fumed, that the irregularities of the {eafons,
the frequent variations in the temperament
of the atmofphere, the excefs of cold and
heat, the inundations and extreme moifture,
followed by great drought ;—it may be well
prefumed, I fay, that fuch calamities, felt
during five fucceflive years, from 14g0 to
1494, muft have been capable of producing
epidemics, peftilential fevers, and even the
plague itfelf, with the innumerable and ter-
rible fymptoms which Pintor obferved and
defcribed.

In the firft epiftle of his third book, dated
the third of November 1491, and addrefled
to the Abbé Bafilius D’ Arrezzo, Delphini

mentions his having {een, on the arms and
legs
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legs of a fick perfon, fores of a deep black
colour, which exuded from their fcabs a
{fanies of the worft quality*. Suppofing
thefe {fores to have been venereal, this dif-
temper muft have been known in Italy be-
fore Columbus left Puerto de Palos, in queft
of the new world he afterwards difcovered.
I do not {fpeak decidedly on the {ubject; but
all the authors, who defcribe the {ymptoms
of this peftilential difeafe at its firft appear-
ance, mention fores of this defcription. Fra-=
caftorius, that exact and judicious obferver,
has given a very accurate defcription of
them+:.

* Purgatione indiget et ciborum abftinentia ut redun-
dantia maligni humoris ad crura et brachia defcendentis fa-
cilids cohibeatur ; nam ut de crurum ulceribus taceam;
oftendit mihi heri vefpere finiftri cubiti flexuram tetro ru=
bore circumfufam, cruftaque duriore et fanie opertam ita
ut inhorruérem videns.

T Lib. 2. cap. 12, de morbis contagisfis, poft hze cruftofe’
quedam pultule per cutem erumpebant ; differentiz earurm
multe vifebantur et ficciores quibufdam majores, et pin-
guiores, nonnullis livide, aliis exalbidz leviter pallentes,
aliis duriores et fubrubentes, ac mucsre quodam muctlagines
fetids manabant, nec dici potelt quantus ille mucor perpetuo
cfflueret, quanta fordities, exulceratz deinde exedebant,
more eorum ulcerum quae phadzgenica appellantur,

C In
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In the eighty-fourth epifile of the third
book, dated at Florence, January 4, 1494,
and addrefled to Cardinal Senentfis, Delphini
warns the Cardinal againft the plague,
which bad not yet ceafed its ravages. He adds,
that near the city of Sienna, it had been fatal
to feveral ; and that the hoftile army (that
of Charles the Eighth) was haraffed by it.
This confirms what Pintor obferved, name-
ly, that the plague began to infeft Italy in
March 149g*. |

In Delphini’s ninety-fecond epiftle of the
third beok, dated at Florence, February <o,
1494, he repeats what he had advanced in
the epifile above cited, that Italy was as yet
not perfeétly free from the plague+-.

- - Thus,

* Caterum caute [e habeat in urbe dignatio tua, ubi
mitigatam quidem audio peftilentiz vim, non penitus
extinétam. In maxima trepidatione vivitur, ac pavore
ne immunem per tot annos civitatem a contagione hujuf-
cemodi, five aeris corruptione, peftilens (quod abiit) atque
infelix annus excipiat aiunt citra fenas his diebus nonnullos
pefte interiiffe, qua res majorem terrorem incuffit,  Appro-
pinuiuarc cernitur paulatim hoftis; qui male, nifi dei auxilio,
fugari ac exterminari poteft, (et quod maxime auget omni-
biis metum) eo tempore in armis eft, depopulatar, vaitat.

+ Trepidantibus omnibus pre timore et expectatione,
. s
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Thus, by the quotations from Pintor and
Delphini, we find that the pl.ﬂgue raged 11
Italy fo far back as March 1493.

The firlt, and, what 1s more, the otly
author of thofe times, who afferted that the
venereal difeafle was brought from the ifland
of St. Domingo, is Gongalo d’'Oviédo, during
the fecond voyage of Columbus, at his fe-
cond return, on the eighth of June 1496
In his firft voyage, Oviédo has not fpoken
of the venereal difeafe.

Thefe appear to me to be {uch demon-
{trative proofs, as Van Swieten has required .
in the fiftth volume of his Commentaries. As
I am perfuaded, that he would have been
fatisfied with them, it is unneceflary for me
to reply to his other objections againft the
exiftence of the Venereal Difeale in Italy.

Pintor, in the fourth chapter of his work,
entitled Aggregator Sententiarum, {hows, that
the Venereal Difeafe exifted in Italy.

qua {uper ventura eft a rege francorum grave bellum im-
minere, omnes afirmant Lugdunum jam fe contulit rex,
exercitibus in immenfum acutis ad hazc metuunt ne
tanta gallorum multitudine Italiam aut penitus morbo ime
mimem, ingrediente

vitiatur ac longe magis,

Cg Eiglit
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Eight days after the return of Columbus
nto Spain, from his firft American voyage,
he malkes the following obfervation.

¢ Talis autem Epidemia in Urbe Romana
contigit, anno 1493, menfe Martii, poft in-
troitum folis in primum minutum Arietis.”

Now the firft return into Spain of Colum-
bus from St. Domingo, was on the 13th of
March 1493. |

Is it therefore credible, that the venereal
difeafe, in the fpace of eight days, could
have been communicated from the coaft of
Spain to Rome, fuppofing the feamen be-
longing to Columbus to have been infected
by it?

I {hall net adduce, m {upport of my opi-
nion, thofe ulcers on the arms and legs, ac-
companied by feveral venereal fymptoms,
which, as has been feen above, were obferved
by Delphini, during the year 1495. Thele
proofs are unneceflary, {ince they form a
kind of demonftration foreign to my prefent
purpofe. The hiftorical proofs I have juft
laid before my readers, feem to me to be
decifive, and incapable of being in any man-

- ner
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ner controverted : we muft otherwile abfo-
lutely reject all the facts we meet with 1n

hiftory.

Extraét from the Epiflles of Petrus Martyr, of
Angleria, one of the Spanifb Council for the
Indies.

Ir we confult the Epiftles of Petrus-Mar-
tyr, of Angleria, and turn to the fixty-
feventh of the firft book, dated at Jaen, in
Andalufia, April 5, 1489, we fhall find it
there clearly demonftrated, that at the time
when-this Epiftle was written, the Venereal
Difeafe raged in Spain, as it did alfo in
France and Italy.

I find it neceflary to make the following
extract :

¢ Ario-Barbofa Lufitano Gracas litteras
Salamantica profitenti vatetudinario.”

“ In peculiarem te noftre tempeftatis mor=
bum qui appellatione Hifpanee bubarum di-
citur, ab Italis morbus Gallicus, medicorum
elephantium, alii aliter appellant, incidifle
precipitem libero ad me fcribis pede, lu-

C g gubri
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gubriautem elego calamitatem wrumnafque
gemis tuas articulorum impedimentum, interno-
diorum hebetudinem, juncturam omnium dolores
intenfos, efle proclamas ; ulcerum.et oris fedi-
tatem fupra additam ; miferanda promis elo-
quentia, conqueriris, lamentaris, deploras
miferior quidem, Ari glnicifﬁlne, tui cupe-
rem te bene valere ; fed minime te profter-
nas—{ummo namque femper in difcrimine
juvenilis @tas, qua viges, verlatur. Itaque—
quod te Saturnus opprimat a quo morbus
ifte, quam fi mercurialibus volitare per aera
talaribus daretur. Vale, Giennio nonis Apri-
lis 1489.” |

If I were defirous to avail myfelf of the
authority of this Epiftle, it would more
than counterbalance the affertions of Aftruc
and Van Swieten, that the venereal difeafe
was brought from the Ifland of St. Domingo.
But I plead the caufe of hiftorical truths,
and will bring no proofs, except {uch as
are demonftrative, and lefs capable of being
controverted, than the foregoing extract.
I have reafon to fufpect the date of this
Epiltle, as well as that of feveral others mn

the work in queltion, not only in the edi-
tion
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tion of d’Alcala de Henares, but alfo in that:
printed at Amfterdam *.

Before the commencement of the year
1493, Pintor named this dileale morbus pefli-

lentialis.  After Charles the Eighth had en-
tered Italy, which happened in the month
of December 1494; this phyfician, as alfo
thofe whole writings were pofterior to his,
as Sebaftian, Aquila, and feveral others, de-

*# D. Alvares, in a letter dated Paris, O&ober 14, 1770,
has communicated to me the above cited epiftle of Petrus-
Martyr, extracted {from the edition of Henares, publifhed
in {mall folio, 1530. I have conlulted Ja Bibliothéque
Ancien. et Nouw. of Nicholas Antonio, and that of the Por-
tuguefe authors, by Barbofa Manchado, to come at the
year in which Anas Borbofa, profeflor of the Greek lan-
cuage, began to leCture at Salamanca ; but have not been
able to procure the information defired. I have alfo, to
difcover in what year Petrus-Martyr was at Jaen [Gien-
nium | confulted les Memaires pour fervir @ I'Hiftoire des
Hommes illuftres, par le Pere Nicéron, tem. 23. In thefe
memoirs, I find that, Martyr entered on his firft cam-
paign, during the war of Grenada, in 1489. It is pro-
bable, that during that period, he made fome ftay at Jaen,
which is not far from Baca and Grenada, In glancing at
his life, I find, that after that time, his affairs did not call-
him to Andalufia till the year 1504, when he went to Gre-
nada to attend the funeral obfequies of the Queen Elizabeth.
ace I Art de verifier les dates, feconde edition, in folio.

C 4 nonii=
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nominated it morbus Gallicus, in confequence
of their obferving it to fpread itfelf in Italy,
France, and Spain, at the time when the
French army entered and traverfed Italy as
- far as Naples. It follows, therefore, that
the Epiftle of Petrus-Martyr, 1 have juft
quoted, either was written in 1495, or fome
years after ; and “tis on this account that I
have rejected it, as not being a demonftra-
tive proof, that the venereal difeafe infected
Europe before the two returns of Columbus
from America, in 1493, and 1496. In pe-
rufing the life of Sanches de las Brocas, by
Maianfius ¥, we find, that the prefidential
chair for the Greek language, was eftablifh-
ed at Salamanca in the year 1508. It is im-
poflible, then, that Arias could have taught
the Greek language in that univerfity in
1489. The Epiftle, moft probably, was
written feveral years after 1495.

- * Francifci Sanétii Brocenfi Opera omnia, Au&ore Gre-
gorio Maianfio, generofo Valentino, Geneve 1766. tom.
1V. in 8vo, tom. 1°. pag. 9. de vita Sanctii. ‘¢ In acade.
mia Salamaticenfi rhetorices cathedram obtinuit (San&ius}
anno I554—eodem tempore & cathedra linguam Grazcam
docebat, que lingua in ea academia doceri captt anno 1 508."
Grrlgas;'fm 1%;:5&;3&&:._

SECTION
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Symptoms of the Difeafe now called Venereal,
obferved in Italy in March 1493—94.

UPON a perufal of the laft edition of
Aftruc’s eftimable work de Lue Vene-
rea, a tract written with great order, and
filled with refearches which evince an im-
menfe reading of medical and hiftorical au-
thors, we are drawn into a perfuafion, that
the venereal difeafe was brought from Ame-
rica by Columbus, his companions, and the
{eamen belnnging to his fleet ; we are drawn
into a perfuafion that, as the learned author
afferts, this difeafe was communicated by the
amorous embraces of the fexes; and that
three or four hundred infeéted perfons,
who landed at two Spanifh ports, Puerto
de Palos, and Seville, on the fame coaft, com-=
municated it within the {pace of a year,
by copulation, to France, Italy, and the north

of Europe.
The beautiful ftyle of this work lead% us
into
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Jdnto a further perfuafion, that the above
difeafe was then, as it now is, difhonour-
able, and confrary to good manners. But
what I have already faid, and what I am
going to add, cannot but demonftrate, ac-
cording to my opinion, the contrary of what
Aftruc has ventured to affert.

Helius Capreoli, de rebus Brixianorum,
Lib. 12. * after having, in common with
Leonicene, Pintor, and Delphini, recited the
calamities which Italy had juft experienced,
and which ftill continued to exift, exprefies
himfelf in thefe words.

¢ Sed inter catera hac univerfalis fuit
et monftrofa pernicies: pufule purulente,
magnitudine lupini craflioris, in orbem ex-
tenfe eegrotationis preenuntia; in artubus
pruritur et dolor triflis : febris vebementiffima :
cutis If‘»::ed'is exafperata cruftulis, horrorem
afferebat infumefcentibus, undique tuberculis,
quibus rubor, primo lividus, mox nigricans
color apparebat ; poft dies aliquot, ab ortu

* This hifforical work is to be met with in the colle&ion
of Italian Hiftorians, by J. G. Gravius, vol. XI. pars VII.
pag. 125. anno 14q92. fub Carolo VIII, Lug. Batav.
1923

admufto,
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admifto, fanguine bumor exprimebatur -
pitula, {pongiolas diceres, exhaufto liquore.
Quadriennium aliquibus exceflit, 0bduéts cute
cicatricibus, illius fedem indicantibus. 4b in-
guine mulieribus, glande viris fepiusincepit ;
mox per univerfum corpus vagabatur : {en-
fere id malum prefertim incontinentes :
contaffu tamen 1inficiebat quoque vicinos:
audivimus omnem feré terra orbem invafifle
genus 1d contagionis morbum Gallicum nuncu-
patum, quem hac tenus, ut elephantiafin
ante Pompeium magnum et ante Tiberium,
Claudium Mentagram Italia neuthuam cre-
ditur efle paffa.”

The above relation agrees in every ef-
~{ential with thofe which Pintor, Delplini, and
Aquila, gave at the commencement of this
epidemick difeafe. To thefe we may add,
what Fracaftorius has written on the fubje¢t.
They all concur .in’ faying, that the com-
plaint firft difcovered itfelf by purulent
puftules on the face; that it was accom-
panied by general pains ; that the {kin was
covered with {cabs, attended by an acute and
continual fever ; that it was not only com-
municated by alts of venery, but likewife

that
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that it infected thofe who came near the
difeafed perfons; that it did not become
general till after it had been fatal to feveral,
whom it had taken off by a fudden death ; and
that the greater part of thofe who became
infected, were attacked by it without having
had a carnal commerce with the fex.

Had the venereal difeafe, which Aftruc
and Van Swieten will have to have been
brought from St. Domingo, been in every
refpect fimilar to that obferved in Italy, by
the authors I have juft quoted, is it cre-
dible that Columbus would not have men-
tioned it in his journals and epiftles, on
which Chriftopher his {on, * Petrus Martyr,
and Antonius Galli 4, have founded their
treatifes without noticing it ? Is it probable

that

* See Nicéron, cited above. He compofed his decades
. de Nowo Orbe, on the originals of this fame Chnitopher Co-
lumbus, and on the memoirs fent from America fo the
Council for Indian affairs, of which Council he was a
member, His firft publications are dated in 1493.

+ Antonii Galli, de navigatisne Columbi per inacceffum
antea oceanum commentariolus, inter, verum, Italiorum ferip-
tores, tom, 23. & Ludovico Antonio Muratori editore
pag, 302.

In



( 29 )

that Columbus would have yentured to re-
turn into Spain, with his whole crew infected
by venereal complaints, accompanied by fuch
horrible ulcerations and {fcars of the face,
with violent pains of the whole body, and
fever ? In fuch a ftate, it is utterly impoflible
- that the feamen could have worked the veflel
at fea for the {pace of two months.

Thele reafonings certainly do not amount
to demonftrative proofs, but they tend to
fhow the obftinacy of thofe who will not
admit the others. .

I am clear that thofe who believe the
venereal difeafe to be of American origin,
will perfift in denying that it has been a
peftilential fever. Pintor, however, and
many other phyficians who wrote towards
the clofe of the fifteenth century, have
proved this demonftratively by their obfer-
vations. They have alfo proved that thofe
who were infected by this difeafe, till the
year 1500, were neither deemed dithonoured
by it, nor accufed either of debauchery, or

In this commentary not the finalleft mention is made of
the venereal difeafe. The author infifts, notwithftanding,
that it was drawn up from the letters of Columbus himfelf, ~

I diflolute
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diflolute manners. Does not this fact, which
1s unqueftionable, fhow that the venereal
difeafe, at its firft appearance, was not con-
tracted alone by a carnal commerce betwixt
the fexes? This is what Cotunnio could
not conceive, when he condemned Pintor
for faying to Alexander the Sixth, that in
cafe of an attack, he ought not to alarm
himfelf, fince he had the means of cure in
his hands*.  Here Pintor alluded to the
publication he had addrefled to him.

The moft firiking proof that the difeafe,
now called venereal, was not originally con-
tracted by the fimple act of copulation, s,
that Petrus Delphini, General of the Order of

* Cotunnius, de Sedibus Variolum, pages 151 and 152,
after informing us that Pintor had cured the Cardinal of Sé-
guorbia, Petrus de Borgia, and the Canon Centes de Lerida
tn Catalonia, with the mercurial ointment, concludes with
thele words;

¢ Sed fimplicitati viri (Petri Pintoris) qui inter praecipuas
caufas morbum propagantes, non ignoravit efle coitum cum
muliere habente hunc morbum colophonem addit operis ad
Alexandrum VI. peroratio, in qua poft deprecatum Beatif-
fimo Pontifici corporis & anime falutem, {perat fore ut
ejus libelli operc et confilio, ifte morbus occultus in fud
fanQitate excelfa nullum nocumentum agere et imprimere
ploﬁit."

Camaldules,
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Camaldules, fent ‘to the Bifbop of Padia a
{pecifical remedy, recommending to him,
as a good paftor, to employ it in the cure of
the fick who were entrufted to his charge*.

Can we conceive, that the fuperior of the
Camaldules would have addrefled, in this
way, a reverend bifhop, if it had then been .
difhonorable to have received the infeétion ?
Can we alfo conceive, that Pintor would
have hazarded the above advice to the pope,
whofe phyfician he was, if the venereal dif-
eafe had been then contrated {imply by a
carnal commerce betwixt the fexes? T ap-
peal to the judgment of thofe who know
the decorum which was obferved by the ec-
clefiafticks of the firft rank, at the clofe of
the fifteenth century.

* Petri Delphini, Veneti Generalis Camaldulenfis epif-
tolarum libri—Libri V. Epiftol. XXI. Oéobris 20. 1496.
Petro Barrotio Epifcopo Paduano. ¢ Medicamentum morbi
Gallici, quod petifti, annotarum {chedula, cujufmodi accepi,
ad te mitto: tranfmiffum eft illud mihi a medico qui hof-
pitalis Florentini curam gerit, et mei eft amantiffimus, '
utpote, qui me meofque in infirmitate conftitutos fapius
curavit: i profuerit remedium imfirmis tuis, bonum opus
feceris, neque alienum ab epifcopali cura.

Thefe
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In the Hiflory of Medicine we do not find the
Defeription of an Epidemical Difeafe, fimilar,
in all its Cunfequences, to that which appeared
in Italy, Spain, and France, during the Years

1493 and 1494.

STRUC has fhown, with a profundity

of erudition, that the venereal difeafe

was not known before the period betwixt
the years 1494 and 1496%*.

In the Hiftory of Lombardy, howevex:, we
find, that during the year 555, a peltilence
broke out there, which fuddenly manifefted
itfelf by glandular tumours of the fize of an
egg, and by pains attended with an acute fe-
ver. The author adds, that thofe who {furvived
the three fir{t days, recovered ; but that, ge-

¥ In the fuft chapter of his treatifc de Lue Fenerea.

D nerally
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nerally {peaking, it terminated fatally before
that period *, \

No conclufion, againft the opinion of
Aftruc, can reafonably be drawn from the
relation of this hiftorian, fince we do not
{fee in what manner the above peftilential
difeafe terminated. On the other hand,
we need details, made by a phyfician, to
aflure us that it had any refemblance to the
lues venerea. y

Neverthelefs, on perufing attentively Fra-
caftorius’s work-{-, our {ufpicions recur, that

the

* In Hiftoriis Longobardorum quod anno Chrifti D.LV,
in provincia Lombardiz, pracipue Liguriz, peftilentiaexorta
eft: fubito enim apparebant quadam fignacula per domos,
oftia vafa & veltimenta quae {i quis voluiffet abluere, magis
magifque apparebant.  Poft annum vero expletum ceepe-
runt nafci in inguinibus hominum, vel in aliis delicatoribus
locis, glandule, in modum nucis, feu daétyli, quas mox
fubfequebatur intolerabilis @ftus; ita ut in uno die, vel
ducbos, homo extingueretur; fi autem aliquis triduum
tranfegerit, habebat fpem vivendi.

+ De morbis contagiofis, lib. 2. cap. 2. Venetiis 1584.
4°. pag. g2 et feq. ‘¢ Primum igitur illud mirum videri
non debet, novos atque infolitos morbos, certis temporibus
apparere, non quidem delatos ab una regione ad aliam, fed
- fuis caufis extortgs, Anno 1480 pleuritidis genus quodam
erupit,
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the venereal difeafe did really exift in former
ages,

He

erupit, quod totam Italiam affecit.  Noftris temporibus
illac prius non vife in Italia febres quas lenticulas vocant,
de quibus fupra agimus, vidimus annis fuperioribus lippi-
tudinem contagiofam quafdam civitates -invaflife——Qua
mobrem nec mirim elle debet fi et Gallicus morbus, non
prius cognitus in noftro orbe per multa fecula, nunc pri-
mum eruperit: venient et egritudines aliz nove inufitatz-
que quum tempus feret, ficut et mentagra apud antiquos,
quz poftca amplits nunquam vifa eft, hic idem morbus in-
teribit et extingueretur, mos etiam ne potibus noftris rursus
videndus renafcetur ; quemadmodiim et prsﬁteritis xtatibus
vifum 2 majoribus noftris fuiffe credendum eft: de quo non
pauea indicia etiam nunc {unt, ﬂrgﬁr quidam amicus nofier
habebat libellum experimentorum quorundam antiquum [atis,
inter quee unum alia_feriptum erat cul titulus erat, ad feabiem
craffam que cum doloribus junclyrarum accidit. Is ergo cum
recentiflimus effet morbus, Lues wenerea memor medica-
minis, confulit medicos quofdam ; nim uti eo medicamento
deberet, in nova illa contagione quam per feabiem craffam
fignificari exiftimabat. Medici autem, infpecto medicami-
ne, acriter prohibuerunt, quia ex argento vive & fulphure,
Felix nifi medicos illos confuluiffet! incredibi quasftu dives
futurus, paruit autem, nec aufus eft experiri. Ex quo pro-
felto videre poffumus, aliis etiam mtatibus vifum eum
morbum fuiffe ut ergo ad propoflitum revertamur, inter
novos morbos, et eos qui rard in lucem veniunt, collocan-
dus eft Gallicus morbus,
- 1 was difappointed at not being able to meet with the
D2 opinien




( 86 )

-He there {peaks of feveral epidemic dif-
eafes, which have never been noticed in, nor
tranfported into, other countries. He re-
counts the epidemic petechial fevers which
prevailed in Italy in his time, and which
had not been known there before. He next
takes upon him to fay, that, after a certain
lapfe of time, the venereal difeafe will be ex-
tinct ; that in the {pace of a few generations
it will re-appear, and that he has reafon to
think it has been obferved before. Hereupon
he relates, that a furgeon, upon the fir{t ap-
pearance of the prefent difeafe, had by him
an old manufcript, which contained the
compofition of feveral remedies, amongft
which was one, with this title: < A Remedy
for Virulent Sores, attended by Pains in the
Joints.” He confulted feveral phyficians on
this remedy, to know whether it would be
proper to employ it in the difeafe which
then prevailed. They, finding it to be a
gompofition of mercury and f{ulphur, re-
jected it. ~ From this relation, obferves Fra-~
caftorius, we may conclude, that the vene-

opinion of Aftruc, in his treatife de Lue Venerea, on the
above cited paflage of Fracaftorius, with which be was per-
foétly acquainted,

real
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real difeafe had been known before the dif~
eafe above cited ; and that it may be reck-
oned in the number of thofe maladies, which
appear at certain intervals.

It is aftonifhing, fays Pliny*, that feveral
difeafes fhould terminate of themfelves; and
that many others, unknown in former
times, {hould torment us unceafingly.

Thus we fee, that Fracaftorius and Pliny,
in common with all thofe who obferve the
general laws of Nature, do not alcribe to
the conveyance of contagion from fome
other part of the globe, the appearance of
any phenomenon, which had not been be-
fore noticed, or which fucceeded a deadly
pefiilence.

In the kingdom of Peru, and in Louifiana,
the fmall-pox, every tenth or twelfth year, -
makes moft alarming ravages, and occalions
a very great mortality. Inthe intermediate

* Plinii Hiftor, Natur, 26. in prefat. ad fe@. fextam—
Ufque id ipfum mirabile alios morbos definere in nobis,
alios durare, ficut Colum. ‘Tiberii Ceefaris Principatu ir-
replit id malum, nec quifquam id prior Imperatore ipfo fenfit

quid hoc effe dicamus ; aut quas deorum iras? Parum’
érant homini certa morborum genera cum fupra CCC.
effent, nifi etiam nova timirentur.

D 3 years



(B

years it has never been known to attack any
one. M. d’Ulloa, Chef d’Efcadre of the Spa-
‘nifh fleet, teftifies this from his own obfer-
vationi; and no reafonable and well-in-
formed perfon can doubt the truth of a re-
lation, which comes from fo enlightened a
man, and one whofe writings are worthy of
the remoteft pofterity.

Thus then, in Peru and Louifiana, is the
fmall-pox quicker in its revolutions, than
the gangrenous quincies, which, under the
name of garratills, were obferved in Italy
and Spain in the year 1530, and which
fpread over many parts of Europe, during
that and the fucceeding years. “Tis proba-
ble, that thefe epidemic revolutions were
more frequent than thofe which have been
latterly obferved. |

In Luifini’s colletion of authors who
have treated of the venereal difeafe, we meet
with {everal, who affert that it has been
known from the remoteft antiquity. Inthe
fupport of this opinion I fhall cite {everal
others.
~ Pacificus Maximus, in his poetical works,
publifhed at Florence in 1489, confefles that

| lie

-
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he had had a gonorrheea, as alfo the vene=
real jaundice, and feveral other congenial
ailments. It appears, that he laboured un-
der venereal complaints from his twentieth
to his fiftieth year.

Alphonfus, King of Naples, died in 148,

at which time the plague ravaged his king-
dom, of an inveterate gonorrhcea*.
- In the chronicle of Cardamus, we read
that Ladiflas, likewife king of Naples, died
in the year 1414, in confequence of an in-
fection in the genital parts, communicated
by his miftrefs.

J. Zacharius Platner, the Celfus of Ger-
many, in his Opufcula, aflerts, that the ve-

* The following anecdote is taken from a {mall treatife
of Triftano Caraccioli, de Varietate Fortune.

« Cum alii Ferdinandum, fililum fpurium Alphonf, alii
Carolum, Regem vellent, que cum graviter =grotantem
non latebant, aded ut triduo ante obitum € nova Arce ad

Megaram transferri voluit tis folicitudinibus, moleftiis,
curifque, anxius deceflit, morbo infuper immundo et per-
tinaci, involuntario fcilicet infenfibilique Jpermatis [fluxu.
Adfit ergo Ferdinandus filius, et hic regnum aufpicatus
i458——adeo graffante peftilentia, ut Neapolim relinquere.
Capuamque [eccedere coactus fit.”

D 4 nereal
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nereal difeale is of very great antiguity.
In the note below, the reader will fee the
pallage, which proves what is here ad-
vanced *,

Calvi, a Milanefe phyfician, in a letter to
Martini Ghifi, alfo a phyfician, {hows that
the venereal dileale has a very remote ori-
oin. It will be fufficient fimply to an-
nounce this work, which follows a torrent
of authors on the fame {ubject 1.

The rachitis, according to Seguifmond
Hahn, and his {fon J. G. Hahn, has been
known fince Hippocrates. The latter gives
an exact defcription of the conftitution of
Tiberius Cefar, of Caligula, of Julian the
Apoftate, of Galba, and of Pericles, all of

# J. Z. Platneri Opufcula, tom. 11. Prolufione iii. de
morbo campano, pag. 21. Lipfie 1748. 4°.—ibid. pag. 26,
¢« Hoc extra dubium videtur, longé antequam India Occi-
dua inventa eft, agritudines fuifle obfervatas, quibus nunc
venerel oppsimuntur ; omiflis 1is qua ex Hippocrate, Ga-
eno, Celfo, Arabibufque, adduci folent—his addenda funt
alia quae Chirurgus anglus Becket commentatus eft, quz
omnia probant ante Columbi =tatem, &c.

t Lettera del Signor Dottore Giovani Calvi, Medico
Fifico di Malino—In Cremona 1762, 4°.

whom
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whom he places in the clafs of the delorm-
ed, or rickety *.

The Arabian phyﬁmans were acquamted
with the fpina ventofa, which, in reality, is
the fame difeafe with the rachitis +-.

The feurvy of the prefent time was not
known in the northern and fouthern cli-
mates, till after the appearance of the pef-
tilential venereal difeafe, towards the year
1498 . Hippocrates and Pliny, however,
mention moft of the {fymptoms of this difeafe,
as will be found by confulting Van Swieten’s
Commentaries.

I have had an opportunity of {eeing and
treating this difeafe, both in military hof-
pitals and garrifons. I found it to be ge-
nerally occafioned by an ill-cured venereal
complaint, by the fymptoms of which it was
often accompanied. This obfervation, as
may be found in Lind’s Treatife on the
Scurvy, was alfo made by M. Nitz{ch, a
phyfician in the Ruffian military fervice,
and by M. Cook, head furgeon to the Ruf-
fian army.

* Schidia Cyrtonofi que Gliffonio rachitis eft—Suidni~ -
cii et Wraftiflavize, I35y 4%

SECTION
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The Venereal Symptoms obferved in the Time of
_ Hippocrates, and [ublequently, were not the
Jame with thofe of the Inflammatory, or Chro=
nical Vencreal Difeafe, knowon fince the Year

1493—1494-

T HE authorities T have juft cited, prove

clearly, that from time immemorial
the parts of ‘generation have been attacked
by inflammatory difeafes, particularly when
venereal excefles have been committed. Pli=
ny, in the preface to the {feventh book of his
natural hiftory, treating of the difafters to
- which the human race is fubjeét, recounts

the ills occafioned by thefe excefles *.

# Uni animantium lu&us eft datus; wn Juxuria; et
quidem innumerabilibus morbis ac per fingula membra ;
uni_ambitio, uni avaritia, uni vivendi -immenfa cupido;
uni fuperftitio, uni fepulture caufa—nulli vita fragilior,
nulli ferum omnium bibido major ; nulli pavor confufior,
aulli rabies acrior. | "

It
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it is to be obferved, that the gonorrbeeas,
ulcers, jaundices, and other {ymptoms hi-
therto detailed, never terminated in difeafes
of the glands, or bones: neither did they
degenerate into violent nocturnal pains,
pains of the ftomach, colicky pains, hypo-
~ chondriacal difeafes, complaints of the loins,
dropfies of the breaft, apoplexies, &c. all
of which have been noticed fince the ap-
pearance of the venereal difeafe towards the
clofe of the fifteenth century.

The venereal {fymptoms, before the break=«
ing out of the prefent  difeale, were pro-
duced by fimple inflamed humours; without
ény indication of the prefence of peftilential
poifon. This fupervention of malignity, ob-
ferved fince the year 1493, was known to
Baglivi, who, as a caution to phyficians,
gave them notice, that the venereal difeafe
had no {mall fhare in the practice of me-
dicine * ; that feveral chronic difeafes, put

on

* Lues venerea femel recepta in corpus difficulter, poftea

deletur ejus chara&er, adhibitis fpecificis mitefcit, fed non
extinguitur, Immb poft trigenta et plures annos, fub fpecie
aliorum morborum revivilcit, et medicos decipit, caufam

| morbi
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en at firft fight, a fimple appearance ; but
that thole who were infected by venereal
complaints, were cured with very great dif-
ficulty. He added, that the lues venerea
continued to lurk in the habit for a con-
fiderable time, when at length it appeared
under the form of other difeafes, on its be-
ing excited by fome new caufe. This was
never obferved to be the cafe before the
appearance of. the peftilential epidemic dif-
eafe, which we now term Morbus Gallicus.

If we judge of it from the facts I have
mentioned in the progrefs of this work, we
cannot doubt but that it 1s a new and con-
tagious difeafe, which, as has been already
noticed, broke out in Europe towards the
clofe of the fifteenth century. We have no
authentic proofs of its having been known
before that period.

I am perfuaded, that all thofe who will
take the trouble to compare the venereal
{fymptoms obferved before the appearance of
the prefent difeafe; with thofe which have

morbi ordinarii putantes; cum revera tamen ab excitato
noviter venereo fermento dependeat. Practio Medica, Ve-
' netiis, 1721, 4°. Lib. 1°, pag. 61.

been
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SECTION V.

On j.:}veral Pzﬂages in Aftruc's Work' de Lue
Venerea.

2PFIS with a moft lively regret that I find

myfelf obliged to differ in opinion
from a learned and diftinguifthed phyfician,
who has given fuch ample teftimonies of his
knowledge and eloquence ; but my wifh to
aflert the rights of the truth of hiftory, of
philofophy in general, and of medicine, im-
pels me to this {tep; and I leave it to phy-
ficians to determine, whether this motive be
not {ufficient for my entering into the en-
fuing difcuflion.

Aftruc has endeavoured to fhow, that the
venereal difeafe was endemic in the Antilles,
and particularly in the one of thele iflands
called St. Domingo: for this purpole, he

adduces the following arguments *,
He

* Luem veneream in infulis Antillis & Chriftophero Co-
Iumbo deleis, ac prafertim in infula Hifpaniola, que
FOI'fY g nune

; i
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'He fays, that Columbus undertook hisTe~
cond voyage to St. Domingo, on the twenty
third of September 1493, with twenty-
feven fhips under his command. That at
the beginning of 1494, he difpatched An-
tonius Torrés to Spain, with twelve fhips.
That in the month of April of the fame
year, Bartholomew Columbus, brother to
Chriftopher, failed for St. Domingo with
three fhips. And that towards the end of
the fame year, Francifco Buyl and P. Mar-
garita, returned in the fame veflels into
Spain *, |

nunc infula San&i Dominici appellatur, endemiam anti<
quitus fuiffe, et indein Europam tran{mittan effe.” Aftruc
de Morbis Veneriis, Lib, I. Cap. X.

* Decad. Lib. 5. pag. 46. The author has juft {fpoken
of Columbus, and begins his fifth Decade by thefe words :

« Ex continenti, ut ipfe arbitrabatur, indico, Colonus,
prefectus marinus rediens fratrem, Boilum, et Petrum Mar-
garitam, ad Hifpaniam corrupto animo difceffiffe cooperit.™

Margarita did not return into Spain till 1496, when he
accompanied Chriftopher Columbus, I fhall fpeak more
fully of this in the fequel, obferving in the interim, that
Petrus Martyr does not pofitively fay, that Margarita re-
turned earlier into Spain: he only fays, that Columbus
thought fo, - (drbitrabatur. ) '

1 _ In
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In the fame page of Aftruc’s work, he
afferts, that the Spanifh government, after
Columbus had completed hisfecond voyage,
determined to fend out monthly a veffel to
St. Domingo, to return from thence into
Spain, for the purpofe of accelerating and
increafing the commerce betwixt the two
countries. '

Neither of the three authors, namely>
Petrus Martyr, Fernandes Columbus, and
Oviedo, who treat of this navigation up to
1496, {peaks of a fimilar regulation. I
{hould be glad to know where Aftruc found
the teftimonies from which he draws the
- fubfequent conclufions; and how he learned
that Columbus arrived at Cadiz with two
veflels, - having on board two hundred
foldiers infected by venereal complaints *.

Thefe are his conclufions :

1ft, That the venereal difeafe was en-
demic in St. Domingo, and the adjacent
iflands.

* Aftruc, ibid. pag. 75. * Quo appulit die 11 Junii
1496, cum Chriftophero et ducentis militibus gus lue e-
nerea infirmabantur.

od. That
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5d. That it was brought from thence 1nto
pain, by the veflels employed in the com-
merce in which Columbus and his com-
panions were engaged.

To thefe facts he fpeaks {o decifively; that
we naturally enquire from what authority
he has drawn his information—he does not
mention any. I have repeatedly faid, that
neither Chriftopher Columbus, nor his fon
- Fernandes, nor Petrus Martyr, all of whom
have written the hiftory of ‘the above navi-
gation up to the year 1496, {peaks of the
venereal difeafe. D’Oviédo indeed; who
wrote thirty-one years after the difcovery of
America, notices the difeafed f{tate of the

{oldiers in Columbus’s veflels *.
It

* D’Oviédo, at the beginning of the thirteenth chapter
of the fecond book of his Indian Hiltory, mentions the de-
plorable ftate in which Columbus found St. Domingo..

The Indians, in confequence of the ill-treatment they re-
ceived from the Spaniards, would not fow the Indian corn,
which was their only nourifhment. A dreadful famine was
the confequence of this obftinacy, The Spaniards, to pre-
vent their perifhing through hunger, were obliged to eat
infects of every defcription ; and thele depraved aliments,
together with the extreme humidity of the climate, induced
3 general ficknefs, In this ftate Columbus left St. Do-

ks ) mingo,
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It is furprifing that Aftruc, who on othier
occafions quotes fo many authors, fhould
neglect, on this, to name his authorities in
the fupport of a fact {o interefting to philo-
{ophy and medicine. It would appear, that
he withes us to receive it on his fimple af-
firmation. ¥t

The authorities this writer brings, in the
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth chapters of his
work, to prove that the venereal difeafe
was endemic in the Antilles, are without any
foundation: the authors he cites have writ-
ten fince the year 1518.—But thefe dif-
cuflions are inefficacious, fince we need de-

mingo, on the tenth of March 1496, on his return to
Spain, having on board the two veflels under his com-
mand two hundred and twenty-five fick foldiers. D’Oviédo
does not fay a word of the venereal difeafe ;—he confines
himfelf fimply to the above ficknefs, as the following
extrat will fhow.

¢« The half of the crews perifhed at fea through hunger..
The ifland was covered with the bodies of dead Indians, the
flench of which was fo great and peftilential, as to difeale
both natives and Spaniards.”

Aftruc’s two hundred foldiers, who, as he delcribes
them, lue venerea infirmabantur, muft therefore, have been
difeafed through famine, and the above peftlence.

moniirative
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monftrative proofs, that the wvenereal difeafe
was known in Europe in the month of March
1493. Thefe proofs being eftablifhed, it
becomes both ufelefs and fuperfluous to
know, whether it prevailed in Columbus’s
fleet, when he reached Spain, after his firft
and {econd voyages.

In this place, I cannot avoid remarking,
how much Afirue, in analizing Fracafto-
rius, has changed the fenfe of his author.
A comparifon betwixt Fracaftorius’s own
words, and thofe of Aftruc, will fhow that
the latter was refolved to fiick at nothing,
to perfuade his readers that the venereal
difeafe was actually brought from America.

¢« Fleétere {i nequeo Superos, Acheronta movebo."

“ Quod igitur ad primam Morbi Gallici
originem attinet, arbitrati funt aliqui con-
tagionem hanc ¢ novo illo mundo delatam
ad nos fuiffe, quem Hifpane navigationes
adinvenire, ubi ea labes quam plurimum vi=
get, cujus fignum 1id gfferunt, quod tum et
morbus hic apud nos primum apparuit,
quum et navigatio illa fa&a fuit et com-
mercia habita illius gentis ; propter quod et
primum apud Hifpanos vifus fuit, quare to=

E ¢ tam




tam labem hanc confiftere putant in con-
tagione unius ad alium, fed profecto tametfs
maxima mortalium pars contagione mor-
bum hunc contraxit, obfervatum eft tamen
innumeros alios {ine ulla contagione per fe
infeCtionem eam perpeflos fuiffe.” Fra-
caftorit de Morbis Contagiofis, Lib. II. Cap.
XIL. pag. g2- Venet. 1584. 4°.

“ In utroque opere (de Syphilide, et de
morbis contagiofis) Fracaftorius eadem do-
cet cireca naturam et caufas morbi, ut mor-
bum novum efle, praecedentibus feculis non
vifum ; ab Elephantii et Arabum Sapbati plang
diverfum ; in infulis quas Hifpane navi-
gationes adinvenerunt, endemium ; inde
contagione deveétum.

« At vero ne quid diffimulem, aflerit
ibidem, tametli maxima quidem mortalium
pars a contagione morbum bunc contrazerit, ob-
{fervatum tamen fuiffe innumeros alios fine
ulla contagione per fe infe¢tionem eam per-
peflos fuiffe.” - Aftruc, de Morb., Vener.

tom. 2. pag. 644.

The candid and attentive reader will
readily notice the infidelity of Aftruc’s re- =
cital of the above paflage of Fracafterius.

He
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He makes him fay, that the lues venerea is
a new difeafe, never before obferved. Do we
ee any thing like this in the quotation I have
made from Fracaftorius ? This author, be-
fides, doesnot advance as his own opinion,
that the venereal difeafe was brought from
America ; he imply fays, < arbitrati funt aliquis”
&c. This is totally different from what
Aftruc gives as the opinion of an author,
perhaps the moft fenfible and well informed
of any who, in his time, treated upon this
fubject.

I could paint out fimilar infidelities in
Aftruc’s work ; but as what I bave juft done,
has been contrary to my inclination, I {hall
Jeave the tafk to thole who are fond of fuch
relearches.

Thofe who wifh to render themfelves bet=
ter acquainted with the {fentiments of Fra-
caftorius on the venereal dieafe, may confult
the book from which I have extracted the
above paflage. Aftruc has taken great care
pot to mention it.

E g Inferences
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Inferences drawn from the Paflages of Pintor
and Delphini, on the Peftilential Venereal

- Difeafe, obferved in Italy, France, and Spain,
during the Years 1493 and 1494.

Wz have feen that Pintor obferved this
peftilential difeafe at Rome, during the ver-
nal equinox of 1493. Let us agree with
Aftruc, that the lues venerea was brought
from America, on the firft return of Co-~
Iumbus, either to Puerto de Palos, or Seville, on
the Spanifh coaft. It is ftill impoffible that
the crews of two imall veflels could have in-
fected Spain, France, and Italy, in the fpace
of eight days. '

Pintor obferved the fame difeafeduring the
month of* Auguft of the fame year ; and
afterwards during the fpring of 1494. '

¢ Ulque in preefentem annum 14}96, qui—-l
dam ‘morbus, quia vulgo in civitate Romana
appellatur Morbus Gallicus, hac ratione, quia
multi Gallici ad hanc pervenientes urbem a
fua regione Gallica, hoc morbo infectionem
hujus morbi portaverunt, et multitudinem =

gentium iftius morbi per contagium cru-
claverunt ;

'l--.'-\{-
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ciaverunt ; etiamque poft dies notitiam ha-
buimus, quod ifte morbus gentes multorum
climatum invafit, ficque diverfa nomina de
eo impofita fuere.”

Delphini agrees as nearly as poflible with
Pintor. From what they have both advanced,
I think the following conclufions may rea-
{fonably be drawn.

1. That the French army of thirty
thoufand men, commanded by Charles the
Eighth, when it entered Italy, and pene-
trated as far as Naples, was infected by the
venereal difeafe.

o, That the crews of four veffels dif-
patched from the ports of Spain to St. Do-
mingo, in the month of April 1494, and
commanded by Bartholomew Columbus,
brother to Chriftopher, were infected by the
venereal difeafe; fince, as Pintor affures us,
it then raged in Spam

3. That the crews of four veflels com-
manded by Antonio de Torres, difpatched
from the Spanifh ports to St. Domingo, in
the month of Auguft 1494, were alfo in-
fected by this difeafe: as were likewife the
crews of four veflels, commanded by J. Aqua-

E 4 dog .
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do, which failed from Spain witli the fame
deftination in October 1495.

4. That the fleet commanded by Gon-
zalvo de Cordova, which, by order of King
Ferdinand, failed from Spain for Naples at
the commencement of the year 1495, and
which arrived at Meflina on the 24th of the
May of the fame year, was in like manner
infected by the venereal difeafe ; {ince it
raged in Spain in 1494.

As a proof that the army of Charles the
Eighth was infected by this difeafe, when it
left Lyons to repair to Naples, in 1494, it
1s to be obferved, that it was compofed of
from twenty-five to thirty thoufand fighting
men ¥. It arrived at Naples on the 22d of
February 1495. The king gave battle to
the allied army on the 2oth of May, with
nine thoufand men, five thoufand remaining
behind commanded by the Duc de Mont-
penfier. Thus we fee the French army re-
duced, without fighting, more than one
half, after having crofled, during the au-
tumn, winter, and {pring, a delightful coun-
try, without deferts, woods, or morafies.

* Bee L'Art de vérifier les dates fous Charles VIII.
This
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This is the firongeft proof I find in favour
of what I have advanced. It agrees with
what Brandhor{t * has obferved, in {peaking
of the mortality of modern armies : and has
been neglected by feveral eminent phyficians
who have written on the fubject of military
or camp difeafes.

In the year 1494, the venereal difeale made
a dreadful havoc in Spain, as it alfo did in
France and Italy ; and we {hall now fee that
the inhabitants of St. Domingo, as well
Spaniards as natives, were infected by the
crews of the fhips which failed from the
Spanifh ports during that year, and the
fucceeding one. According to the relation
of D’Oviedo, who was an eye-witnels to
what he advances, the number of Indians
on the ifland at the above period amounted
to a million and upwards ; ten or twelve
years after they were reduced to lefs than
half that number. The lues venerea was the,
principal caufe of the extinétion of thefe

* Differtatio de febre caftren{i, Leyde 1746, ad calcem
¢ ftrages militum in militia, nofocomifque caftrenfibus @
lue venerea qua funt infeci, potius referendae quam & na-
tura febrium, qua ibidem corripiuutur.”

, miferable



( 48 )

miferable Indians: it was affifted by famine,
and the cruelty and tyranny exerciled by
the Spaniards, who alfo, in oreat numbers
fell victims to the difeafe.

The partizans of the American origin of
the lues venerea, may reply on the ground of
the edict of the Parliament of Paris, quoted
by Aftruc*, eftablifhing regulations on the
fubject of this malady. It is dated the fixth
of March 14g6. By this ediét Aftruc en-
deavours to prove, that the French army,
infected by that of Spain, had brought the
venereal difeafe into their own kingdom
from Naples. Let us take a view of his
pretenﬁnns, and examine what he fays in
the fir{t volume of his work De Lue Venerea,
page 114.

Without doubt he ﬂmws clearl}?, that in
1496 the year commenced on Eafter day,
hut that this mode of reckoning had been
ccrrre&ed in 1563, by an edict of Charles IX,
by which the commencement of the year
was fixed at the firft of January, the day of
the circumcifion. He proceeds, that as the
Eafter-day of the year 1497 fell on the 26th

¥ De lue venerea, lib. 1. p. 109,

of
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of March, it follows, according to the pre-
{ent method of reckoning, that the fixth of
March 1496, the date of the edi¢t of the
Paris Parliament, correfponds with the {ixth
of March 1497.

All this is very well ; but he finifhes by
thefe words :

¢« Atque adeo datum efle offodecim, imo
viginti menfibus poft primum luis venerea
ingreffum, unde in decreto illo jure mazimo
dici- potuit, luem jam ab annis duobus
graflari, cum nihil ufu vulgatius {fit, quam,
annum affe¢tum pro confecto numerari.”

“Tis a pity that this writer’s caufe is in-
{fupportable : he has certainly an admirable
knack at defending what he advances.,

Si Pergama dextra
Defendi poflent, etiam hac defenfa fuiffent.

We fhall now fee to what this vaft difplay
of erudition may be reduced. According to
our method of reckoning; the {ixth of March
1499, anfwers to the {fame day of the fol-
lowing year. It fell out on a Monday. It
follows, that the exiftence of the venereal

difeafe having been two years anterior to the
edick
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edict of the Parliament of Paris beforc=
mentioned, its true epocha muft be fixed at
the {ixth of March 1495.

But this difeafe, according to Pintor, raged
in France in 1494 ; and when a {overeign
court promulgates a law to {top the progrefs
of any calamity, or reigning peftilence, itis
well known that it does not take cognizance
of fuch evils, till they are become publick.
As the difeafe contracted by a commerce
- betwixt the fexes, is latent, and only dif-
covers itfelf by puftules in the face, it muft
have remained long unknown to {fovereign
courts, before they would have found it ne-
ceflary or expedient to publifh a law to {top
its progrefs. Delphini {peaks of having
{een a man infected by venereal complaints
in 1491. Pintor, before he went to Rome-
met with an old man, aged fixty, in the
fame condition, at Valencia, in Spain. This
happened before the year 1493, and before
this peftilential difeafe had acquired the title
of Morbus Gallicus. Tt follows, then, that
the venereal difeaft raged in France during
the year 1494,; that the French army, which
- left Lyons on the September. of the fame
year,
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SECTION VIL

Have' the Navigators who firft diftovered ihe
Nations of Indians inbabiting South and
North America, obferved the Venereal Difeafe

among|t them? and have their Crews been
infected by it ?

HE voyages which have come to my

4 knowledge, and the objects of which
were the difcovery and commerce of thefe
countries, are found in the colle¢tion of De
Bry and De Meriany * ; in the voyages of
Ramufius+ ; in the Novus Orbis} ; and in

* Colle&iones peregrinationum, pars g. qua Indiam Oc-
cidentalem fpectant. Francofurt. 1530. 3. vol. fol.
t Delle navigatione et viagi Raccolto de Gio Bap. Ra-
mufio. Venetia I'anno 1563. 3 vol, fol.
1 Novus Orbis, id eft, nav.igationes prima in Americam,
Chrift. Columb.
Vincent. Pinzoni.
Americi Vefputii.
Petri Martyris.
Ferdinandi Cortefii.
Colle&ta 3 Joh. Leon. Berewont, Roterodami 15g6. 8vo.

3 _ the
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the work of Petrus Martyr d’Angletia®.
Guided by De Laet, an exact _geegrapher
and hiftorian , I have perufed all thefe.
The object of my refearches was.to find the
relations of, and obfervations upon, not
only the endemic difeafes of the above cli-
mates, butalfo the cuftoms, ufages, &c. of
the inhabitants.

In the book, entitled Nowus Orbis, 1s an
account of the voyages of Chriftopher Co-
lumbus, in twenty-fix chapters. We there
meet with whatever he noticed at St. Do-
mingo, Jamaica, Cuba, Porto Rico, the other
Antilles, the iflands in the Gulf of Ame-
rica, and thofe betwixt the tropic of Cancer
- and the line. He remarks, that all the
inhabitants of thefe iflands were naked, ex-
cept that a few of the women had a {light
covering about the middle. He adds a de~
tail of the natural productions, the falutary
and noxious fruits, trees, infects, and ani~

* De rebus Oceanicis et de Novo Orbe, Coloniz, 1574.
8vo.

t Hiftoire du Nouveau Monde, ou defcription des Indes

occidentales, avec des Cartes Géographiques. Leyde. 1640,
fol, :

mals.
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mals. But we do not find a {yllable about
any endemic difeafe amongft the inhabitants
of the above-mentioned iflands, nor amongft
thofe of Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucle,
St. Chriftopher, &c. &c. the greater part of
which were difcovered and examined by Co-
lumbus, during “his four voyages, under-
taken betwixt the years 1492 and 1495.

Had the venereal difeafe been endemic in
the Antilles, as Aftruc, without the leaft
foundation or authoriry, afferts, it muft have
been obferved by the many navigators who
vifited them during the firft twelve years
after the difcovery of America ; finceall the
inhabitants then went naked. The {ymp-
toms of this difeale, fuch as puftules, and foul
dark-red blotches, covering the face and the
whole body, were then very ealy te diftin-
guifh, as has been {een above, in quoting
the medical and hiftorical authors who have
fpoken of it at its fir{t appearance.

Thefe {ymptoms are very diflerent from
thofe which D’Oviedo afcribes to the lues.
« Columbus, fays he, ¢« returned to Spain
in the year 1496, and I have {ince fpoken to

fome of thofe who accompanied him home,
fuch
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fuch as Moffen, a naval commander, Mar-
garita, &c. This Margarita was extremely
ill, and complained inceflantly: I am fully
of opinion that he laboured under the
complaints which thofe fuffer who are at-
tacked by the lues.” Thus, as we fee, he
Judges by equivocal fymptoms, that Mar-
garita was infeéted by the venereal difeafe,
although he affures his readers, that he did
not remark about him any fore, or other
virulent affeétion *, He continues, « this
difeafe foon after, in 1496, found its way
amongf{t perfons of quality, it having been
at firft confined to people of low eftate
Thus did D’Oviedo judge, without any
real proof, that Margarita had a venereg]
affeCtion. He afferts pofitively, that the
difeafe was brought from America by Co-
lumbus, at his fecond return, but contrives
to contradiét himfelf, and lead Aftruc into
‘an error. _ i
Let us obferve that, in {peaking of Mar-
garita, he was fully perfuaded, * that pp J;-
boured under the complaints wwhich thofe fiffer

* D'Oviedo Hiftoite des Indes, lib, 2, cap, 14, See the
colle&ion of Ramufiys,

F who
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who are attacked by the lues*. 1’Oviedo,
then, had feen the venereal difeafe before
the return of Margarita from America. He
Kknew, then, what thofe {uffered who were
infe€ted by it. The venereal difeafe was
therefore known, and well known, in Spain,
before the above period, and D’Oviedo con-
fefles it unwittingly.

Columbus and his companions, who held
a commerce with the naked indigenous in-
habitants of America, muft have remarked
the venereal eruptions on the face and body ;
and it is impoflible in this cafe, that {o m-
telligent a man as the abeve, {hould have
made no mention of fuch a circumfitance 1
his journals. What reply to thefe proofs can
thofe make who maintain that the venereal
difeafe was brought from America:

Let us now take a view of the parts of
America not difcovered by Columbus, and
run over the relations of the navigators who
firft difcovered them, and were familiarly
acquainted with their inhabitants. Thefe

* Andava doliente y fe quexava tanto, que tanbien creyo
que tenia los dolores, que feulen tener los que fon tocados
d.fta paflion ; perono le vi buas algunas.

' relations
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"yelations ate to be found in the authots
above cited, and principally in the third vo=
lume of the collection of Ramufius, and the
Novus Orbis, which works may be confulted,
if the detail I am about to give fhould be
unfatizfactory: I have rendered it very con=
cife, that I may not abufe the patience of
my unprejudiced reader.

The countries in North America, dif>
covered by the navigators whofe voyages I
have perufed, are Newfoundland, the La-
brador coaft, Quebec, Arcadia, New Scot-
land, New England, Virginia; and Florida.
Thefe navigators lived amongft the inhabi=
tants, and defcribe their cuftoms and man-
ner of life, the . natural productions; &c.
Their names are as follows—Johannes and
Sebaftian Chabot, Venetians, 1497. Gal-
pard Corte, Portuguefe, 1500. Sir Walter
Raleigh, and John Smith, Englifhmen, Jaco-
bus Quartier, Champlain, Petrus de Guafir,
J. Vérézano, Florentin, Jean Pance de Léon,
Pamphile de Narvaes, and Jean Ribaud, who
acted under the command of Admiral Co-
ligni. 1 have carefully examined, in the col-

lections of voyages of Ramufius, and Théo-
F 2 dore
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gore Bry, all that hasbeen faid by thefe au-
thors and navigators, and I do not find the
{fmalleft mention of any epidemic difeafe, {till
lefs of any fymptom of the lues venerea, fo
ealily to have been diftingunifhed amongft fa-
vages who then went naked.

If we run over the accounts of the fir{t
navigators, comprehending the extent of
country betwixt the two American tropics,
from the Gulf of Mexico to the coaft of
Brazil, we fhall find them fo exactly con-
formable to thofe which the perfons em-
ployed latterly on difcoveries have given,
that we muft be fully perfuaded of the truth
of their narrations, as well thofe which re-
late to natural philofophy, as thofe which
concern the civil and moral inftitutions of
the Indians.

In the Novus Orbis above mentioned, we
meet with Ferdinand Cortes™ difcovery and
conqueft of New Spain, from the Gulf of
Honduras, to New Bifcay and New Gal- |
licia, comprehending the entire kingdom of
Mexico, to the Strait of Panama. We alfo
find there the voyages of Vincent Pinzon,
and Americus Velputius. Thelatter, fome-
where about the year 1500, difcovered |

South
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South America, from the Line, to the thir-
tieth degree of fouth latitude, and has fur-
nifhed us with the moft perfect detail of the
manners of the Brazilians, particularly of
the lafcivioulnefs of the women, whether
married or fingle, and the diffolute way of
living of the men, as far as regards the {ex :
but he {peaks of no difeafe contracted by
thefe excefles. Several fimilar remarks may
be found in the authors who have {poken of
the inhabitants of New Spain and Peru, to
the river de laPlata, and the Strait of Ma-
gellan ; as may be feen in the collettions I
have mentioned, and thofe of Hackluit and
de Purchas. The latter I have not perufed,
but they are founded on the Geography of
De Laét, who has been my guide in thefe
refearches: and I am perfuaded, that, if
~ thenavigators and conquerors who furnifhed
the materials, had mentioned any epidemic
difeafe, fimilar to that which we now dif-
tinguifh by the title of lues venerea, 1 {hould
have found it noticed in the American Geo- -
graphy of the above exaét and laborious
- writer.

Should any inquifitive perfon, fond of
Philol"nphic nveftigations, give himfelf the -

b3 trouh
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trouble I have taken, to run over attentively
the works of Ramufio, Théodore de Bry,
and the Novus Orbis, in fearch of every fact
appertaining to the endemic difeafes of ‘the
inhabitants of America, he will be furprifed,
as I was, when I had gone through my re~
fearches, that men fkilled in philofophy and
medicine, thould argue themfelves into a
perfuafion of the venereal difeafe having
had 1ts fole exiftencein a fmall ifland of the
New World, and that from this obfcure and
limited out-lét, it thould have {pread itfelf,
through the medium of two'or three hundred
failors, not only over America, but every
other pari of the habitable globe, in the
Ipace of five or fix years. This is repugnant
to all which has refulted from philofophic
and medical enquiries, and all that has been
taught by civil and natural hiftorians.

What reply could Aftruc and Van Swieten
make, to any one who fhould oppofe to their
theory, the following arguments founded on
indifputable facts ?

The Niga, an infect of the flea kind, when
it infinuates itfelf beneath the {fkin, and 1s
not cut out, caufes a gangrene of the toot =

and
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and fometimes of the leg. This difeafe is
endemic in all that part of America which
lies betwixt the tropics.

The Pian (called in England the I’Erws) 18
endemic on the weftern coaft of Africa. It
difcovers itfelf by fungous ulcers over the
whole furface of the fkin, and often refilts
_ the moft powerful remedies.
~ The Beriberii, a kind of palfy, is an
endemic difeafe in the Eaft Indies, where
the fpafima, or tetanos, is alfo endemic.

In the Molucca llands, and the Ifland
of Amboyna, there is an endemic difeafe
of the bones, in every refpect fimilar to the
venereal difeafe. It firft appears on the
face, arms, and thighs, and afterwards pro-
duces hard fchirrous tumours, equally nu-
merous with the warts and corns which
{pread over the hands and feet in Europe,
When thefe tumours degenerate into ul-
cers, the latter difcharge an acrid, cnrroﬁve,
vilcous matter *,

The infeét named Vena Medina, or Me-~
dinenfis, caufes an endemic difeafe through-

* Vide Jacobi Bontii Hiftor. Natural. et Medicz libri
fex. Lib, ii, Capita XVII. X VIII, et imprimis XIX.

¥ 4 out
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out the whole of the eaftern and weftern
parts of Africa. Unlefs a particular care
be taken to extract this infect, with a needle,
or fharp inftrument, the part in which it
is left becomes gangrenous *.

The countries where thefe endemic dif-
eafes prevail, have been frequented by Eu-
ropeans fince the clofe of the fifteenth cen-
tury. I fhall be glad to be informed on
what account, or through what exception,
maladies of the above defcription, have not
been tranfported into Furope by contagion
in a fimilar way with the venereal difeafe.
If we are to believe a fingle author (Oviedo,
who was no phyfician, and who contradiéts
himfelf in his relation) that a peculiar pri-
vilege of tranfportation was granted to the
lues venerea, found in a little ifland, fur-
rounded by many others, and by a vaft
continent, neither of which was ever in-
tected in confequence of its vicinity to St.
Domingo, this circumftance becomes In-
conceivable. |

® Aétius Tetrab, Lib. IV. Serm. 2. Cap. 8s.

SECTION



=~ e )

S:E.C Tol: O- N, VIEE

On the Communication by Sea of contagious
Difeafés, and on the Quarantines dbjerved
during the Time of the Plague raging in
any of the Couniries bordering on the Me-
diterranean.

AN Englifh author *, reafoning upon
the ground of experience, and the re-
fearches he has made, ridicules the qua-
rantines which veffels are obliged to undergo
after having quitted places infected by the
plague. Thefe quarantines were put in
practice during the eleventh and twelfth
centuries, by the Venetians and Genoefe,
who traded in the Levant; and notwith-
{tanding the progrefs of {cience in Europe,
this practice has been adopted by all the
maratime {tates.

Let us agree, for example, that the crew
of a French or Englifh veflel, detained in
the road of Alexandria or Smyrna, during
the time of the peftilence prevailing at either

* Mr. Dale Ingram, Surgeon,
of
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of thefe places, or in its environs, may be
infected by it. We know that this difeafe,
when at its commencement it was moft de-
ftructive, killed in fiz, twelve, or twenty-four
hours ; that fome time after it was not fatal
till the third day ; and that at length it is
become fo mild, that its deleterious effeéts
are not now manifefted till the feventh, or
even the ninth day, when it is not, as here-
tofore, fatal to all, maﬁy-furﬁving'who are
attacked by it.

- If the veffel proceeds to fea with mfe&ed
ﬁsllors on board, thefe will either perifh or
recovel in the {pace of a week, or of nine
days at fartheft. Should others again re-
ceive the infection, the event will be the
fame ; and when the fhip touches at fome
port in Europe, after a paflage of three
~ weeks or a month, the plague will either be
extinguifhed, or have deftroyed thofe who
were feized by it. Wherefore, then, is a
quarantine neceffary ?

It may be urged in reply, that the plague
tranfports itfelf in a concealed way, in the
merchandize, particularly inarticles of wool
or cotton ; but what {teps are taken in the
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ports where thefe peftilential veflels, and
this merchandize, arrive, to purify them,
and extinguifh the latent poifon? Do they
expofe the commodities to the air, or {weeten
them with the vapours of vinegar, {fulphur;
or tobacco? not at all. The remedy con-
fifts entirely in keeping the veflels forty days
in port, without an immediate communi-
cation with the inhabitants*; and by this
unique and excellent remedy, according to
the tribunals of health, the peftilential n-
fection is anihilated and deftroyed.

Doctor William Alexander, an ]Lngh{h
phyfician, in his experimental enquiry con-
cerning the caufes which have generally been
{aid to produce putrid difeafes, has thown
by repeated experiments, that no degree of
putrefaétion takes place in the human body,
betore the morbid vapours which efcape from
the air, or from fubftances in a putrified
{tate, have fermented with the humours ;
and that this fermentation is not caufed by

# In this may confift the French economy in thefe
cales ; with us it is otherwife, {ince the bales of wool or
cotton, and covers of all other enclofed articles, are opened,
and the contents expofed to the air. T ranflator’s Note.
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the contagious vapours, but {imply by the
vital powers of the body. Thefe irritate and
contra¢t themfelves, and during this agita~
tion the putrid fermentation is formed, and
becomes the caufe of a putrefaétion, more or
lefs active, according to the degree of their
vigour.

It is certain that in all cafes the vital
action of the human body, and the free cir-
culation of the blood through the heart and
the arterial f{yftem, are the moft pnwerful
agents to preferve the living body from a
ftate of putrefa&iun: but no {ooner are
thefe movements impeded by exterior caufes,
and fpalms of the vital and fenfible parts
produted, than the putrid fermentation
commences. It terminates either by the
deftruétion of the whole animal economy,
or, at the leaft, by a confiderable derange-
ment.

Thefe confiderations nicely weighed, can
we believe that the merchandize received
on board a veflel, although brought from
ftore-houfes expofed to a peftilential at-
mofphere, can occafion the plague in any
living body, if this body he not difpofed
“to receive it, as were the inhabitants of the
places
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places whence the merchandize was taken ?
The contagion, or thofe particles which are
regarded as peftilential, being {pread in the
atmof{phere, are not deftructive to the living
body, till they have entered into a putrid
fermentation : and this fermentation takes
place only when the living body is difpofed
to receive the impreflion of the contagious
particles.

From thefe fa¢ts and reflections, it fol-
lows, that all contagious difeales are local,
and extend their progrefs gradually. They
are only contagious becaufe feveral infected .
perfons have a communication with each
other, in the fame houfe, the fame city, and
the fame kingdom.—By thefe communica-
tions, living bodies in health are difpofed to
receive the infection from thofe already at-
tacked by' the peftilential {ymptoms, which
become more and more fatal, in proportion
as the number of the perfons infected, and
the putrid fermentation of each individual,
increafe.

"Tis illufory to fuppofe, that a veflel,
which quits, for example, the port of Alex-
andria, during the time of the plague rage-
ing, canconvey to a French or Englifh har-

bour,
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bour, either by the crew or ‘merchandiﬁe,
the latent {eeds or principles of the dif-
eafe. Thefe principles will never occafion
the plague, till they have been thrown, by
a living body, into a putrid fermentation :
but if the inhabitants of the French or
Englifh place (where the plague is not
known) be not difpofed, as were thofe of
Alexandria, to receive fuch peftilential prin=
ciples, they will not, as I have juft ex-
plained, become infected.

From its earlieft origin, the hiftory of the
plague has thown, that this fcourge of the
‘human race lofes much of its activity, and
{fometimes ceafes altogether, during the win=
ter, when, notwithftanding its {feeds remain
in the houfes and furniture, and perhaps
alfo in the habits of many convalefcents, it
does not produce effects fimilar to thofe it
manifefts during the fummer and autumnal
heats. The cold and moifture of winter ren-
der the body lefs fufceptible; and the attive
peftilential principle does not enter foreadily
into the degree of putrid fermentation *.

It

#* The Abbé Fontana, in his treatife on poifons, de-

monftrates experimentally, that the venom of the viper
18
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it follows, then, that the difpofition of
the living body, gives efficacy to this very
deadly. poifon, and caufes it to pafs into
fermentation. It therefore feems contrary
to experience, and to the laws of the living
body, that the plague, or any other con-
tagious difeafe, can be brought, either by
fea or land, from Afia into Africa, or from
America into Europe.

In 1728 I paid feveral vifits to M. Ber-
trand, who had been fent, in his capacity
of phyfician, to Marfeilles, in mnfequeuce
of the plague which raged there in 372::!
and 1721.

Through him I learned feveral parti=
cular circumf{tances which are not to be met
with in the authors whe have written on
this difeafe. I queftioned him as to the
caufe and origin of the plague he had feen.

is far lels a&tive in cold, than in warmr climates; and, in
the latter, lofes a part of its activity during the colder
months, Perhaps the diminution of its adtive quality
is negative, according to the above principle of Doétor
Sanchez, of a want of fufceptibility in the human bnd},

during cold and moilt weather.
Tranflator’s Note.

It
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It feems he had himfelf been three times at-
tacked by 1it, on the latter of which oc+
cafions the difeafe terminated fo fuccefsfully
by a bubo, that the Doc¢tor, when I vifited
him, was in the enjoyment of a chearful and
vigorous old age. He informed me, that,
on its breaking out, there were various re-
ports, fome of which were committed to
print, of its having been brought from Alex~
andria, and that, on the opening of a few
bales of cotton, {everal of the cuftom-houfe
guards inftantly expired. On anice invefti-
gation into thefe rumours, they appeared to
be utterly unfounded ; and it was deter-
mined that the difeafe had its origin at
Marfeilles, and had been communicated to
{everal places in its vicinity. On confulting
the hiftory of the above city, it was found
to have been defolated by peftilential difeafes
upwards of i:wenty times ; and M. Bertrand
affured me, that, in the prefent inftance,
the vulgar opinion of its having been
brought from Alexandria, was not entitled
to the fmalleft credit.

He likewife informed me, that in the
year 1724, he was confulted by the court of

Lifbon,
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Liben, on the fubject of an epidemical dif-
eafe which prevailed in that city, and which,
according to the account tranfmitted to him,
was a true plague. He was alked whether
this difeafe had been brought from Mar-
feilles, and whether the {fymptoms were at
both places the fame. To each of thefe
queries he replied in the negative. The
plague of Marfeilles, and that of Lifbon,
were perfeétly diftinét from each other,
particularly in the {ymptoms which ter-
minated fatally.

I could confirm f{till more, by quoting
authorities, what I have juft advanced
again{t the employing of quarantines, on
the rumour of a plague prevailing in the
ports of the Mediterranean ; and could def-
cant on that common bugbear, called con-
tagion. I fhall content myfelf with barely
mentioning, that the Greek phyficians, al-
though, no firangers to the plague, ob-
ferved no precaution fimilar to that of our
quarantines.

To enter more at large into this {ubject,
wauld be only a walfte of time, exhaufted
in endeavours to undeceive thofe who are
folely guided by dread and imitation. |

G _ SECTION
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SECTION IX.

Recapitulation of. the principal Arguments con-
tained in this Work.

HE venereal difeafe was known and

examined in Italy, by Pintor and Del-
phini, under the character and title of a
peftilential fever, in the month of March
14935 as 1s confirmed by the defcriptions
of the above Pintor, of Helius, Capréoli,
and Fracaftorius. This difeafe did not at-
tack all alike in the parts of generation. It
was of fo peftilential a nature, that it killed
in a very fhort {pace of time: and its ex-
ternal fymptoms confifted moft generally
of puftulesin the face, and ulcers and {cabs
covering the whole body.

After Charles the Eighth had entered
Italy with his army, during the winter of

+ 1494, this difeafe was named, both by phy-
ficians and hiftorians, Morbus Gallicus.

In perufing the works of medical authors,
we find, as far back as thefe traditions car-
ry us, a mention of feveral fymptoms of

the
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the venereal difeafe. We ought not, how-
ever, to conclude from this circumftance,
that fuch fymptoms were pofitively fo many
effects produced, by the lues venerea known
in Europe fince the years 1493 and 1494.

If we can repofe any confidence in the
affertions of Pintor and Delphini, it is clear
that the Spaniards communicated the ve=
nereal difeafe to the inhabitants of the A-
merican ifles called Antilles, which include
in their number St. Domingo. It alfo ap-
pears equally certain, from the relations of
thefe authors, that the French foldiery were
infected by it, when they traverfed Italy as
far as Naples, where they found this dif-
eafe making devaftations fimilar to thofe it
caufed amongft themfelves.

The firft American navigators, in their
journals and relations, which are very nu-
merous, make no mention of having ob-
ferved this difeafe amongft the nations of
Indians they dilcovered.

Notwithftanding the ports of America,
Africa, and the Eaft Indies, have been con-
ftantly frequented by Europeans, the epi-
demic and endemic difeafes of thole coun-

tries
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