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A EEPITYER;

&e.

Albury Park,
95th January, 1824.
GENTLEMEN,

IT may perhaps appear superfluous to
address any observations to you upon the cases in the
House of Correction at Guildford, which have been
selected by Mr. Briscoe, and presented by him to
you at your last General Quarter Sessions, after the
Resolution which you came to unanimously at that
time upon the subject. But although your own
experience was sufficient to convince you that his
statements must be erroneous, even if their inherent
fallacy had been less obvious than it was, I think
it right to lay before you a detailed account of each
case, in order to prove to you still further that the
laws, together with your own regulations for the
government of the prison, have not been improperly
administered by those Magistrates to whom you dele-
gated the office of seeing them carried into effect; and
that even supposing the opinion of Mr. Briscoe respect-
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bread, it is necessary that the food should be so
moderate, and so proportioned to the labour, that. it
may be made in fact, that which it is required to be
in law, namely, Hard Labour. Hard Labour must pro-
duce more stress to the frame than light labour. It
is not possible by any general regulation so to pro-
portion food to labour in a House of Correction, that
there shall be an equal measure of exertion to every
criminal, irrespective of varieties in constitution and
previous habits. But if your regulations in your
judgment attain the desired end in the greater
number of instances, you may rest satisfied with
having done the best that the nature of the circum-
stances will admit of, and safely leave to the visiting
magistrates and surgeon of each separate House of
Correction to make such trifling, and occasional,
modifications as particular cases may require,

I now proceed to give Mr. Briscoe’s cases verba-
tim : I shall then supply to each such information as
is necessary to make you acquainted with the whole
case, and offer any observations that may seem
applicable.

1t is very possible that the following cases may
contain small inaccuracies, although much endea-
vour has been used to prevent any.

The magistrate by whom they are drawn up, in
the words of the prisoners themselves, submits them
to investigation in the hope of candour and libe-
rahty from those for whose information -they are
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statement therefore is made, not to enable Mr. Bris-
coe to ascertain truth, but to justify his previously
recorded opinion: if it be made to enable you to
ascertain the truth, you will perceive that its errors
preclude the possibility of your doing so. He resem-
bles a judge who passes sentence first, and examines
the evidence afterwards.

CASE 1.

SAMUEL TowERrs.—Adge 35.—Sentence, three
months.

On the 24th of November, Samuel Towers
. slated ;—

¢ I have worked three weeks at the wheel. I feel
¢ my strength going fast. I am very much ruptured,
 and was born so’

On the 25th of December, I jfound that the
surgeon had since examined him, and though, as I
understood, he admitted the fact of rupture, yet con-
cewved that he might still work on the wheel. He
stated to me, * I am sometimes swelled in size equal
¢ to my two fists.’

Samuel Towers was committed as a vagrant last
spring for two months, during the whole of which
time he worked upon the Tread-wheel; he never
mentioned the circumstance of his being ruptured,
nor was it known to the surgeon, nor to any of the

turnkeys, nor to any of his fellow-prisoners at work
on the wheel with him,
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under this complaint, arising no doubt in a great
degree from the part which is affected. Whatever
tends to exert the muscles of the abdomen. or
groin must be more ‘hurtful than that which leaves
those muscles in comparative relaxation. There is
no ordinary agricultural labour which does not draw
those muscles into action more than the act of walk-
ing up stairs (which is the whole labour of the Tread-
wheel) : nor is there any labour in which the stress
 on these muscles i1s so continual as at a capstan, the
use of which Mr. Briscoe recommends as a substitute
for the Tread-wheel. Whether the state of a eri-
minal’s rupture be or be not such as to preclude
his working upon the Tread-wheel, must be left
to the judgment of the surgeon of the prison. If
the surgeon be not a humane man he is not fit for
his office, nor indeed to practise at all in his profes-
sion. If he be not fit, dismiss him; but if he be, all
such matters must be left to him. I know nothing
personally of the surgeon to the House of Correction
at Guildford but from having met him on duty there,
and from having heard him spoken of by the poor in
the neighbourhood, by whom he is invariably men-
tioned as a kind and humane man.

With regard to the capstan, it is very inapplicable
to prison discipline; the prisoner would hang upon
the capstan bars, and thus either impede its work, or
be compelled to move by other means.  The distin-

i3 .
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four months at Brixton, where he worked on the
Tread-wheel for the last two. If he has worked
twenty months on the Tread-wheel at Guildford, he
must have done so for five months previous to its
existence, for it has been erected there only fifteen
months prior to last November. He fell out of a
tree when taking a bird’s nest about five years ago,
and broke his arm so badly, that the surgeon who
attended him thought he would never recover its
. use. It has never been well since, but it does not
give him more pain now than it has done at all times
since it was broken. I abstain from makitig any re-
marks upon the fairness of Mr. Briscoe’s statement
about this arm, or on the motives which induced him
so to do. He never knew that he had any thing
the matter with his legs,—never felt the least inconve-
nience in them, nor mentioned them to any medical
man, until a gentleman came into the jail (he believes
with Mr. Briscoe) and told him that his “ legs were
“ bad.”

His weight on the 1st of January, 1823, was
8st. 111b., and notwithstanding the alleged horrors of
his treatment, it had increased on the 10th of Janu-
ary, 1824, to 8st. 41b.

He is a countryman from the neighbourhood of
Dorking : and countrymen do not in general lose so
much in weight as criminals from London.
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12th of November, 1823, 8st. 81b., and on the 10th ef
January, 1824, 7st. 121b. It was to be expected that
he would have lost more.

CASE 5.

JorN DowLEY.—Age 19.—Sentence, eighteen
months.
On the 25th of November, John Dowley stated :—
¢ I have worked three months on the wheel. I was
¢ very well on coming in. I suffer now from ex- -
¢ cessive weakness and fatigue, and from graat pain
‘ round my loins and legs.
On the 24th December, I found him in the I nﬁr..
mary, when he added :—
¢ I grew worse, and I was taken bad on the 28th
© with such a pain in my side, that I could not feteh
“ my breath. I have been blooded, and I have had
‘@ blister on. I am extremely sore between my legs

* and in my groin. The wheel has brought me fo
“ this state’

John Dowley fell from a herse; which tred on I;us
side; about eighteen months ago his side was so
painful, that he was obliged to go into St. Thomas’s
Hospital, where he remained three months, during
which time he was bled and blistered. His present
complaint is the same as that for which he was in the
Hospital, and appears, as far as the prisoner’s account
can be depended on, to be treated in the same manner.,
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CASE 7.

RicHARD BELL.—Age 52—Sentence,twelve months.

On the 24th November, Richard Bell stated :—

« I have worked on the wheel eight months. I was
‘ very well on coming in. I work mow in great
< misery. I can scarcely stand on the wheel at
“ times. The fleshy part of the muscle of his legs
was so reduced, that the tendon only remained.
On the 24th December, he added—* I now also
¢ feel much pain in my stomach and left side’

Richard Bell is nominally a bricklayer, and is
supposed on good grounds to be a regular dealer in
stolen horses for the nackers: as a cloak for carrying
on this latter trade, he walks about the country with
straw-plat. His leg was hurt twenty-three years
ago by the falling of a scaffold, which confined him
to his bed three months, ever since which time his
leg has given him more or less pain. The Tread-
wheel, however, does not give him so much pain
as he has often experienced from long walks in his
vocation of straw-plat selling.

When he first came into the jail, he worked only
one month upon the Tread-wheel, and was then
taken off to level the ground round the Governor’s
house. He then went on again for six weeks, which
is the longest time at once that he ever was on it,
and he was again taken off to help the bricklayers in
white-washing the cells, &c.; adding all the times
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© suffer now great pain i my legs and loins, and
¢ bend qf' my arm, and wonderfully about my Lips. |
« I turn over twenty times at night with pain and.
¢ shivery cold’ - He works in bandages.  On the
24th he added, < I am much the same, sometimes
* worse. It is owing to the wheel’ | |
 The father of this lad is a smuggler. He was not
erugflt_up ‘to any labour, but has a booth, and is
a regular frequenter of fairs, races, fights, and similar
scenes .(-Zlf iniquity.  In driving a cart one night, three
years and a half ago, when he was drunk he fell,
and the wheel passed over his two shins, since which
time, he has always felt more or less pain, particulaﬂ}r
after a long walk.

He worked on the wheel n:ml}r three months,
when he was made wardsman; since which time, he
sometimes goes on the wheel in the afternoon.

He weighed on the lgth-u_f July, 1823, 9st. 121h.

—31st of October, 1823, 9st. 411h.—10th of January,
1824, 9st. 71h.

CASE 9.

Tromas SMrA.—Age 55.—Sentence, twelve months.

On the 24th of Navember, Thomas Smea .smted ==

“ I have worked wupon the wheel  nine months.
¢ I was as hearty as a man could be on coming in;
¢ but now my body is so swelled, and I have such a

c
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CASE 10.

WirLLiaM MILFORD.-—Age 28.—Senience, twelve
months.

On the 25th of November, William Milford
stated :—

¢ I have worked on the wheel eight months. I
“was well on coming in. I suffer now from
¢ great pain in my loins and breast. I find
“ myself so reduced, and in so weak a state, that
¢ I shall not be able to get my bread.

On being asked why he did not complain to the
surgeon,

“ I do complain, Siry he replied; < but the
“ surgeon tells me, it is the effect of the wheel, and
¢ there is no remedy for it.

On the 24th of December, he added :— |
- I now feel myself worse. My constitution is
- ¢ entively decayed. |
' William Milford is a caryer and gilder, a single
man, earning thirty shillings per week. When a
boy he was at sea, but has been at home ever since
1814. It is quite natural, that a sedentary occupa-
tion, with thirty shillings’ worth of food weekly,
should make a man fatter than hard labour, with
only three shillings’ worth of food. He has worked
constantly on the Tread-wheel: and though there
is no doubt but that he would express himself in
the way that he is above stated to have done, to an
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earned forty shillings per week: he subsequently
kept a’ grocer’s shop. - He' told me that he felt no
pain from the labour for the first three months,
about which time he did do so, but they went off:
these pains have returned again lately. Hls. weight
on -the 28th July 1823, was 8st. 14lb. and on' the
10th of January, 1824, 7st. 18lb. It was to be
expected that he would have lost more, and his
not ‘having done 'so, is a proof that there is great
exaggeration in the statement given to M# Er‘iscne.

e

CASE 12. |
" TroMAs WEBBE.—Age 51.—Sentence, twelve
e months.

On the 24th of ﬂﬁce_mber,. Thomas Webbe
stated :—

¢ I have worked on the wheel five months. I was

¢ quite well on coming in. I have now a violent
¢ pain in my left side, on which I have not been able
¢ to lie for three months : and I suffer much in my
¢ back and hips, when at work on the wheel. I take
¢ pills by the surgeon’s directions.

Thomas Webbe is a plumber; a widower with
one daughter, grown up and in service: he earns
‘twenty-eight shillings per week all the year round,
which he spends wholly on himself. He is subject
to gout, which. he usually had twice every year,
.until he came to the Tread-wheel, since which time
e has had no attack of it. e has had some pains






23

e 7 ﬁ:é" hard labour. I shall never be good for any
¢ thing again, and I have had extra food. 1 Jnow
¢ not how I shall get my bread. I can hardly fetch
“my breath in the mornming, or at mghi. I have
< much pain in my loins and chest.’

On the 24th of December, he added : —

¢ All my bones ache, and cold chills fly over me.

George Whitmore went into the 51st regiment at
fourteen years old, and subsequently into the 57th. He
has marks of floggings all over his back, and, judging
from the thieving propensities which he has shewn
since he has been in prison, it is probable that his
floggings were for similar practices: he has been
perpetually attempting to make away with his stock-
ings, stealing his fellow prisoners’ bread, or some
such dishonesty, besides being as insolent as he dared
to be to the governor, and exciting the other prisoners
to insubordination. A disposition to insubordination
has been generally more prevalent in the prison since
the visits of Sir J. C. Hippisley and Mr. Briscoe than
it was before, which shews, that let the intention of
their inquiries be what it - may, there was great defi-
cieney of wisdom in the mode in which they were
carried on.
- G W. could not have worked on the wheel sizteen
months in November last, for it had not been erected
above fifteen, and even since it was erected he has
never worked constantly. on it, having been a
wardsman for above two monthsat one time ; but his
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“ obliged to get up two or three times in the night.
¢ I have @ pain too at the pit of my stomach, when
“ at work on the wheel, but I have most pain
¢ altogether at night on leaving it.

Christopher Lamborn is a farmer’s son in Oxford-
shire: he has an uncle who is a horse-dealer, with
whom he has been in the habit of travelling back-
wards and forwards to London with horses. He is
confident that the hard labour of the prison has given
him pains in his loins and stomach, but he has no
idea that the labour would be prejudicial to him if
he had as much to eat now as he used to have in his
father’s house. :

_» This case totally fails in proving the expediency of
the capstan over the Tread-wheel, but it may suggest
some reflections on the mode in which severity of
labour may be modified or regulated by the quantity

. of nourishment taken at the time.

He weighed on the 3rd of May, 1823, 10st. 41b.,
and on the 10th of January, 1824, 8st. 121h.

CASE 16.

JosEPH COHEN.—Adge 18.—Sentence, twelve
months.

On the 24th of November, Joseph Cohen stated:—

¢ I have worked on the wheel nine months. I was

¢ stout and hearty on coming in. I have now great

‘ pains in my insteps and calves of my legs, and I
D
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| CASE 17.
JosEPH LAY.—Adge 26.—Sentence, twelve months.

On the 24¢h of November, Joseph Lay stated:—

¢ I have worked seven months on the wheel. I
was badly when I came in. I am extremely weak,
¢ and suffer greatly from painsin my legs and loins.

On the 24th of December, he added :—

¢ I do still. I shall not be able to do a day's
work when I come out  The surgeon tells me that
my weakness and pain is owing to the mill.
Joseph Lay was formerly at sea for seven years,
but has been at home eight years. He has a wife
and one child, has done very little work, and has been
much in the habit of gathering water-cresses; to
thus being constantly wet he attributes his liability
to lumbago, which has afflicted him at times for some
years; all his family are likewise subject to similar
pains. He had lumbago when he came into the
House, and was put into the Infirmary, where it was
discovered that he was endeavouring to impose upon
the surgeon. He then went to work, and had
another attack two months afterwards, which lasted
about three days; since that time he has worked
regularly on the wheel without any return of his
complaint. He weighed on first coming in, 9st. 2lb.,
and on the 10th of January, 1824, 7st. 1041b.

It seems probable that a man afflicted with lum-
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CASE 19.

Josaua Gausny.—Age 21.—Sentence, twelve
months.

On the 24th of November, Joshua Gaushy
stated :—

« I have worked on the wheel four months. 1
< was very well in health on coming . I am now
< so weak, that I am often ready to drop off the
¢ wheel.

Joshua Gaushy is a paper hanger, a single man,
earning thirty-five shillings per week : he generally
lived in the shops where he worked, and never did

any hard labour; he says that he always lived well,
and never knew the want of a meal. °In point
¢ of health, he added, I am as well as ever I
¢ was in my life, but low living and hard work give
¢ me pains all over me.” His pains are sometimes

in the hips, sometimes in the legs, sometimes in the
chest.

He weighed on the 28th of July, 1823, 9st. 91b.—
and on the 10th of January, 1824, 7st. 1211b.

e

CASE 20.

 WiLLiam Nasu.—Age 27.—Sentence, two years.
On the 24th of December, William Nash stated:—

“ I was weak on coming in. I then got better, and
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veniences which he himself experienced, I consider
his representation deserving the fullest confidence.

He weighed on the 1st of January, 1823, 8st. 111b.
—10th of October, 9st. 11lb.—and on the 10th of
January, 1824, 8st. 12lb. He was not weighed when
he first came into prison.

e s

CASE 21.

CHARLEs ETHERINGTON.—Age 68.—Sentence,
twelve months.

¢« T have worked on the wheel since last July.
« I have almost constantly a swimming in my head,
“ and great pains in my left side. On the 28th of
December, I found that he had been spared, and
had worked since but little.

[t is not true -that Charles Etherington worked
from July to November on the Tread-wheel. When
he first came into the prison, there was very little
employment for the mill (grinding corn), and there-
fore several of the prisoners worked only part of
each day: of this latter number was Charles Ether-
ington, and in this way, that is, for parts of days, did
he work only five weeks. Adding together all these
parts of days and whole days, which he has worked
on the Tread-wheel since he came into the prison,
they would not amount in the aggregate to six weeks.
He is a native of a village near Guildford, and from






83

quantity of food. It would be supposed that those
on the wheel with him, would soon warn him to
quit it; would shew him their arms withered till
they were mo larger than those of little children;
their legs from which all muscle had fled, leaving
nothing but tendon; their varicose veins; their hard
bellies; their swimming heads; and all that long
et cetera of ills produced by this ingenious Tread-
wheel. Straﬁge however to say, nothing intimidated
by such appalling prognostics, he continued volun-
tarily to work, till he caught .a severe cold, which
obliged him to desist.

&

If the foregoing cases were such as every person
must suppose them to be, from Mr. Briscoe’s state-
ments, it is impossible to exempt the visiting
Magistrates of the House of Correction at Guildford,
from great inattention to their duties, and the
Surgeon, (as well as the Governor, who is one of
the most humane men I ever knew,) from wanton
cruelty and neglect. I acquit Mr. Briscoe of any
intention to insinuate such charges; but if he had
intended to insinuate them, and to mislead your
judgment, he could not have proceeded in a manner
better calculated to produce such an effect,

An anxiety to examine into, and correct all errors
in prisons, is most laudable, and however indiscreetly

E
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greater rent than a farmer pays, refused the per-
mission to do so by the landlord, at the instigation of
the farmer, lest the labourers should become inde-
pendent of their controul. ‘From my own personal
knowledge, I can point out to him instances of all
that I have here named, and if these be not sufficient
to absorb the whole exuberance of his philanthropy,
I can indicate many more.

Twill not swell this Letter to a greater length, by
introducing other evidence than that which has been
brought forward by Mr, Briscoe; but I think the
present occasion is a suitable one for submitting to
your consideration the following observations: It
appears that the quantity of food, or perhaps the
nature of that food, allowed by your regulations, is
such as to render the labour of the Tread-wheel
severe: but there is no reason to suppose that hard
labour on the Tread-wheel produces any injury to the
constitution, nor any more inconvenience than must
attend it under any circumstances. The prisoners,
even in very cold weather, perspire profusely. Are
not the pains with which they say the labour afflicts
them, the effect of hunger, occasioned by exercise,
rather than the effect of the mechanical action of
the Tread-wheel? Does not the lowness of the diet
increase the debility, and consequently the perspira-
tion of the labourers? and does not the profuse-
ness of the perspiration render them liable to severe
colds ?
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to worse living, but not sufficient for thuse whu are
accustomed to better.

The principal evils in our ﬂld _]alls, were ._the
promiscuous intercourse of criminals of all degrees,
and a want of employment, which evidently gave
the young the most favourable oppertunities for
receiving instruction in iniquity from the hardened
Separate wards, and the Tread-wheel, have miti-
gated both these evils, but have not eradicated
them. Sunday is still a day on which much mis-
chief may be communicated. It would perhaps be
better, that all the pnscmers who can read, instead
of being allowed to associate together in their ward
rooms, should be kept in their cells, and a New
Testament or Bible, and other religious books, at
the discretion of the chaplain, allowed to each
prisoner for that day: that all those who cannot
read, should have the option of attending a Sunday
school in the jail, in which, besides teaching them to
read, some religious instruction should be given them.
There is probably no town in Great Britain, in which
there are not many persons to be found, who would
gladly undertake this office gratuitously; and if
otherwise, there are provisions in the Act of last
Session, applicable to the purpose. A very large
majority of persons who come into jails, were scarcely
ever inside of any place of worship; never took the
name of God into their mouths, but to profane it:
and are utterly ignorant of Jesus Christ, as the
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POSTSCRIPT.

+

As many of you, Gentlemen, as were present at
our last General Quarter Sessions, were informed,
by the Supplement to the Report of the visiting
Magistrates of the House of Correction at Guildford,
of the cases of two women, who were at work on
the Tread-wheel with infants at their breasts.
Since an attempt has been made to work upon your
feelings through these cases, by distorting some
facts, by suppressing others, and by inventing what
never occurred, it may be proper, for the satisfaction
of those among you who were not present at the
above -mentioned Sessions, to give an accurate
account of these cases for your information.

Elizabeth Loder was complained of by the over-
seers of Godalming, of having given birth to her
third bastard child, all three of whom were charge-
able to that parish. She was convicted of this
offence by the Petty Sessions at Guildford, and the
overseers pressing for her to be made an example of,
she was sentenced, according to the law, to the
mitigated punishment of three months hard labour in
the House of Correction. When she came into the
House, she was so weak and ill as to be obliged to
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