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24 FIRST EGYPTIAN CONGRESS.

sat two Egyptian officials with an open book before them,
and we were each asked to sign our names, destination, and
so on, and, having done this for what it was worth, had to
wait on a bitterly cold night on a wooden quay fﬂ-l.:' a boat
to take us off to the ship—the alternative was to wait in Ithe
plagne- and cholera-stricken den where all the d‘isinfectmg
went « n, and most of us chose the open-air alternative. When
the boat arrived, with only one boatman, a drop of about four
feet had to be encountered, and, at the imminent risk of death
by drowning or by quarantine, we chose the former; and,
after cundry adventures by colliding with other boats and so
on, w= eventually got landed on the S.5. Egypt.

This is one among many matters which might, with much
advantage, be altered. I can hardly imagine how an invalid or
infirm person could survive such an unpleasant ordeal ; and,
from an unofficial point of view, there really seems no reason
whatever why anyone who has been reported as fit should not
be allowed to reach the ship in any way most suitable for the
individuals concerned. 1 mention this matter because incon-
veniences such as this, perfectly needless and senseless, are
very serious drawbacks to those going out to Egypt, as so
many do, for health.

Another thing which struck some of us as needing some
attention is the slow and far from comfortable train service
between Port Said and Cairo. From Alexandria things are
better, but, as comparatively few steamers go to Alexandria,
the fact does not much avail invalids and others going from
England. No doubt in course of time these discomforts will
be remedied, especially when the attention of medical men
sending out patients, or even going out for their own
pleasure, is drawn to them, and through them to the authori-
ties concerned.

Ezypt has charms to attract people in various ways: some
by the weird and mysterious relics of bygone ages, others by
the picturesqueness of the inhabitants and their surroundings,
but reost by its sunshine and singularly pure and luminous
atmosphere—so remarkably clear, yet softeming and subduing
what would otherwise appear hard and unattractive, and
bringing into contrast the most lovely clear tints of earth and
sky it is possible to imagine. But, whichever may be the
moving influence, certain it is that most people going out
there for the first t'me will be delightfully bewildered with its
mystery and beauty, as 1 have been. For a winter holiday
no better place can be found.




