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THE TEETH OF PAUPER CHILDREN.

By Ricaarp DexisoNn Peprey, F.R.C.S., L.D.S.,,
Dental Surgeon to the Evelina Hospital for Sick Children,
Southwark.

I propose to place before the readers of 7%e British Jour-
nal of Dental Science, a few facts concerning the Pauper
children of London, (of whom so little is known), with some
of the results of a recent investigation into the condition of
their teeth.

There are some 10,000 children in our Metropolitan and
District Schools. The schools, 18in number, are for the most
part situated in the suburbs of ITondon, surrounded by
extensive grounds, where the children have all the advan-
tages of good air and healthy exercise.

The children, who are gathered from the various parishes,
range from three years to sixteen years; they are clothed,
housed, fed, and educated, at the public expense. In con-
nection with each school is a large staff of teachers, with band
and drilling masters, and the children are all under medical

supervision.  There are workshops, gymnasia, swimming

baths, band-rooms, and laundries. In some schools, museums
and libraries are to be found. In others, a Post Ofica Savings
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sought and obtained permission to examine the mouths of
the children in three schools, viz. :—Southall, Hanwell, and
Sutton. Valuable statistics have been obtained which have
been permanently recorced in the books of the British Dental
Association for future use. 3145 children were carefully
examined, and, as the condition of every tooth in each child’s
mouth was recorded, the investigation deals with something
like 70,000 teeth.

The managers of the schools asked that a brief report
should be presented to them, so a special printed report was
sent i as each school was examined.

It is proposed to give, briefly, an account of the results of
the examination, as follows :—

A. Table showing figures bearing upon those points which
are of the greatest importance. (See next page.)

B. A few remarks based upon table A.

C. General observations and suggestions as to remedial
measures considered necessary.

B.—REMARES.

1.  With regard to the Zemporary Dentition.—It is
popularly believed that these teeth are not deserving of any
particular attention, as in the natural course of events they
must disappear, to give place to others of the permanent set.
Whilst there may be some ground for this view, it is never-
theless true that much misery to children, as well as detriment
to health, is avoided by intelligent watching and treating of
temporary teeth. And when we recollect how rapid is the
growth of the body during the first years of life it is
obvious that sound teeth capable of proper mastication of food
are as essential then as at any other period of a child’s
existence. 1t is therefore desirable to call attention to the
fact that 8,360 temporary teeth required stopping ; whilst
1,954 or the remains of them, either from being too badly
decayed, or from being unduly retained (to the detriment of
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their successors) beyond the normal period, required removal.
The total number of temporary teeth needing attention was
5,314.

2. Permanent Dentition.—Between 6 and 7 years of age
the first teeth of the permanent set may be expected to make
their appearance. Krom their presence in the mouth along
with the temporary teeth, they are, unfortunately, too often
regarded as belonging to the first set, and thus their decay,
and loss, are ignored, to the great injury of a complete denti-
tion. [t should be borne in mind that instead of being the
last teeth of the temporary set, the 6-year-old molars are the
first of the permanent sef, most important teeth, not only for
size and masticating functions, but also on account of the
position they hold in the jaws, and in the series of teeth
making up a full set. Itis worth while, then, to pay the
greatest attention to these individual teeth. After the eruption
of the first permanent molars the temporary teeth are gradually
replaced by the corresponding members of the permanent set,
and ab 12 years, and not until then, the second permanent
molars may be expected. It is, therefore, important that at
all events up to that age or period, the 6-year-old molars should
be kept in good working order, as presenting the only constant
masticating surfaces during the change which is taking place
between the temporary and permanent teeth.

Referring to the table, it will be seen that between the ages
of six and twelve, inclusive, there are 2,018 permanent teeth
which can and should be saved, whilst 401 -require extraction.
By far the greatest number of these are 6-year-old (or first
permanent) molars.

9. Under the heading Sound Dentitions are enumerated
those cases in which there was an absence of diseased teeth.
Many of these were passing through the transition period
between the first and second dentitions.

Some children required merely the easy extraction of tem-
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Dentists have been appointed to three or four schools—and
although in each case the salary given is too small for efficient
work to be done on a large number of children—such appoint-
ments are gratifying. DBefore very long, all bodies charged
with the care and welfare of children, will recognize the
benefit of skilled attention being paid to the teeth, but at
present it is a lamentable fact that the vast majority of the
children in pauper schools in the Metropolis and throughout
the country, have no dental supervisicen at all.

It is easy to see how this tells on one class alone. 458
girls entered domestic service from Pauper schools of the
Metropolis last year. Five-sixths of this number had never
even known the use of a tooth-brush. The troubles of a
domestic servant suffering from neglected teeth, need but
little imagination to picture ; but disordered digestion, irrita-
bility of temper, and inability to perform the allotted duties
are some of the most obvious results.

How to deal with the teeth of children in .this and other
departments of the State is a difficult question ; but it is
one which will to some extent be solved when our Legislators,
School Board Managers, and Poor Law Guardians recognize
more clearly the fact that one of the most essential parts of a
child’s education is a knowledge of its own body, and how to
treat it well. The tooth-brush drill is as needful as any other
gymnastic exercise, and for success in life, ‘‘to be a good
animal” is the first requisite. Energy is of far more impor-
tance than information.

( Vide Spencer on Education.)
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these latter ever come under supervision. Indeed there
would seem reason to believe that the higher we go in the
social scale the worse is the dental condition unless proper
treatment is provided.

Those interested in such matters may no doubt be induced
to make other calculations than are alluded to in the observa-
tions upon the table of figures. For ourselves, we should be
disposed to lay especial stress upon the column recording
the number of unsound permanent teeth, and we have taken
the opportunity of noting the ratio of such, per hundred
children at various ages. Thus in every hundred children at
the age of six years we may expect to find that there are
twenty-five permanent teeth unsound, and, at this early age,
requiring filling. As the age rises the ratio increases
until at fourteen it reaches 241, at which period a large
number are condemned for extraction. It is difficult to
describe in terms what such a state of things really means,
but we believe that when once the public understand it,
the remedy, which is at hand, will be demanded. We
hope that such of our subscribers as have the opportunity
will take care that these statistics are brought under the
notice of Boards of Guardians and other public officials.
The difficulty of educating the ordinary public on pro-
fessional matters is only slowly disappearing, although
it is true that a more intelligent view is being taken of
dental requirements. The natural and gradual elimination
of doubtful practitioners is being accompanied by the evolu-
tion of one whose word will be more readily accepted with
credence when it is disassociated from the ordinary trammels
of commerce and regarded as the disinterested expression of
opinion, conscientiously given by a scientifically-trained
professional man.

One of the most important points in the future will be
with regard to the appointment of dental surgeons to
schools.  Hitherto, the reports, when furnished in connec-
tion with such posts, have generally consisted of a ghastly
return of the number of teeth extracted. We feel very
strongly that when the proper treatment is carried out,
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