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To the President of the Branch
of the British Medical Association.

SIR,
It is universally admitted that the BriTisn MEDICAL JOURNAL is at present ably
edited. and that, while it is a great financial success, it is a repertorium of a vast amount of

valuable scientific information.

At the same time it is believed by many members of the profession that the best
interests and the honour of the Association would be greatly promoted by a change in the
character of the Journal.

An opinion has for several years been widely held that the lines on which the Journal is
now conducted. which are similar to those of proprictary Journals, with anonymous articles and
reviews and multifarious advertisements, are not suitable for the organ of our Association, for
the sayings and doings of which our members individually are responsible.

It is felt that the Journal should be a faithful exponent of the proceedings of the
Association in all its departments, while presenting a record of contemporary professional work
elsewhere ; but that anything beyond this, whether articles, reviews, ar annotations, should have
the authors' signatures appended, as indicating the actual authority of the communications.
The character of the advertisements also should be more carefully controlled than at present,
and especially all announcements of secret remedies should be excluded.

It may be objected that such a change in the Journal would involve some pecuniary
loss. PBut our members are now so numerous that the annual subscriptions, together with
income from other sources, would cover all current expenses. And it may be remarked
that our individual self-respect is a matter of higher moment than flourishing finances.

[t is proposed, in the first instance, to address the Council of the Association requesting
them to consider this important subject, and should it be deemed necessary, to summon a
special general meeting in London.  But before taking such a step it seems essential that
there should be some guarantee that the proposed reform would be favourably regarded
throughout the country. And we venture to ask that vou will ascertain, as soon as may be,
the feeling of your Branch upon the subject, and cogmmaunicate the result to the Honorary
Secretaries. :

We remain, '

Sincerely yours,
|

JOSEPH LISTER. J. E. ERICHSEN.
JoseErH FAYRER. RispoN BENNETT.

J- MATTHEWS DUNCAN. | CHRrISTOPHER HEATH.
ROBERT LIVEING, { WiLiram MACCORMAC.
BERKELEY HILL. | Toomas BRYANT.

JouN LANGTON. DyveE DUCKWORTEH,

|
W. H. BROADBENT. :
W. H.| ALLCHIN, 3
5, (ih,uplm. Street, Cavendish Square.
W. A |MEREDITH,
|(11 OQueen Anne Strect, |
J. WiLLiams, ]

11, Cueen Anne Street.

L Hon. Sees.
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