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THE DISCOVERY OF ANJESTHESIA. 5

the ether. He also noticed the same thing in his pupils. - Tlhey
were often badly hurt by fallsand blows, and were not conscious
of pain at the time These facts, repeatedly observed, suggeste_d
to his mind the idea of using ether to prevent the pain of surgi-
cal operations. He frequently spoke of this to his students, a]ul
at last he determined to give it a trial. Wilhite encouraged him
by relating the case of the negro boy he had playfully and unin-
tentionally put under the influence of ether for an hour or
more in the Fall of 1839.

Dr. Long having made up his mind to try the experiment with
ether on the first favorable opportunity, says (Southern Medical
and Surgical Journal, Dec., 1849 :

“The first patient to whom I administered ether in a surgical
operation, was Mr. James M. Venable, who then resided within
two miles of Jefferson. Mr. Venable consulted me on several
occasions with regard to the propriety of removing two small
tumors situated on the back part of his neck, but would post-
pone from time to time having the operations performed, from
dread of pain. At length I mentioned to him the fact of my
receiving bruises while under the influence of the vapor of ether,
without suffering, and, as I knew him to be fond of, and aceus-
tomed to inhale ether, I suggested to him the probability that
the operations might be performed without pain, and proposed
operating on him while under its influence. Ie consented to
have one tumor removed, and the operation was performed the
same day. The ether was given to Mr. Venable on a towel;
and when fully under its influence I extirpated the tumor. It
was encysted, and about half an inch in diameter. The patient
.continued to inhale ether during the time of the operation, and
when informed it was over, seemed incredulous, till the tumor
was shown him. He gave no evidence of suffering during the
operation, and assured me, after it was over, that he did not ex-
perience the slightest degree of pain from its performance.”

This operation was performed on the 80th of Marech, 1842,

“ The seecond operation I performed upon a patient etherized
was on the 6th June, 1842, and was on the same person (Mr.
Venable) for the removal of another small tumor. This opera-
tion required more time than the first, from the eyst of the tu-
mor having formed adhesions to the surrounding parts. The
patient was insensible to pain during the operation, until the
last attachment of the cyst was separated, when he exhibited
signs of slight suffering, ‘Eut- asserted after the operation was
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THE DISCOVERY OF ANESTHESIA, 19

Lewis A. Sayre and Dr. Yale were called to him on. the +15l_;h
July. They considered his condition as critical, placed him in
the hands of a trained nurse, ordered leeches to his temples,
cups on the spine, and ice to his head. Dr. Morton would m?t
submit to treatment. As soon as Dr. Sayre left, he ordered his
buggy to go to the Riverside hotel, saying he knew he wmﬂ::l
soon be well if he could get out of the hot city. He drove furi-
ously up Broadway, and through the Central Park. At the upper
end of the Park, he leaped from his buggy, and ran to a lake near
by to cool his burning brain. Being persuaded to get into his
buggy agair, he drove a short distance, then leaped out, and
jumping over a fence, he fell down in a state of insensibility.
He was then taken moribund to St. Luke's Hospital, where he
died an hour or two later.

Jackson has been for some time in an insane asylum, hopeless-
ly incurable.

How mournful the fate of these remarkable men! How sad
to think that their lives were embittered with envy, jealousy
and uncharitableness towards each other! Let us forget their
faults, and remember only the good that has resulted from their

labors.
It is said that “The evil that men do lives after them.” But

here the good that these men did will live after them, and live
forever.

Vaccination is perhaps the greatest boon ever conferred by
science on humanity. Anmsthesia is the next. England gave
us the one. America the other. England recognized the labors
of Jenner, not, however, in a manner commensurate with the
magnitude of his work. America should recognize the labors
of Long, Wells, Morton, and Jackson, if not in a manner com-
mensurate with the value of their work, at least to such an ex-
tent as to relieve the necessities of their several families, there-
by proving that Republics are not always ungrateful. Govern-
ment aid, voluntarily tendered at this time, would be acceptable
to all of them, for they are all really in need of it. Each of
these families ought to receive at least one hundred thousand
dollars.

I propose, then, that the whole medical profession, North,
South, East and West, unite in asking Congress, at its next ses-
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