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The letter, which strikes one nowadays as petulant and
unprofessional, is headed, *“ A Nation’s Gratitude for Services
to Mankind”. In a leading article in one of its later issues
the Zancet compliments the writer on his “ dignified remarks
respecting the pecuniary condition of the Jenner family,” and
proceeds to tell an anecdote concerning Dr. W. H. Jenner,
which the writer knows to be entirely misleading. * It will
scarcely be believed,” the story runs, *“ that some years ago
there was the expectation of a vacancy in the post of Inspector
of Vaccinators at the National Vaccine Institution, now in
Russell Place, Fitzroy Square, an appointment in the gift
of the Secretary of State. For this Dr. W. H. Jenner, who
had himself laboured hard in the diffusion of vaccination in
foreign countries, made an application to the then Minister,
backed not only by his own name and character, but by what
appeared to be influential interest. When the vacancy came
it was, however, given to another person, and no notice was
ever taken of the grand-nephew of Jenner. We feel ashamed
of our profession ; or rather not of that, but of the institutions
under which such ingratitude to the children of the benefactors
of the State can be exhibited.”

The “ other person ” who thus, in 1843, passed over the
head of a Jenner was John Newton Tomkins, F.R.C.S. He
had for years been deputy of J. A. Gilham, M.D., the late
holder of the post. Gilham had been surgeon to Sir Ralph
Abercromby in the campaign in Egypt, whence he had
brought back what appeared to be a leprous affection of
the hand. As it was necessary in those early days for the
Vaccine Inspector to perform many vaccinations, and as this
could not be done by a leper, Tomkins was called in to assist
him. He was the obvious successor to his chief, and in
applying for and obtaining the post he had the warm support
—not of a third-rate member, but of Sir Henry Halford him-
self.

By a curious irony of fate there comes to the writer from
Mr. Tomkins’s study in the old Vaccine Institution perhaps
the most interesting of later ** Jenneriana ”. It is an account
in the handwriting of Henry Jenner of some twenty-five
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thought it very unlucky to change the sheets and linen
of small-pox patients. In this they resembled Hindoo
worshippers of a Goddess of Small-pox.

The woman above mentioned so thoroughly neglected her
husband’s linen that his shirt stood upright on the floor when
taken from his body. But she had been vaccinated, and so
escaped infection! It would be possible to multiply such
instances from the MS. of 1839 or the pamphlet of 1843.

Yet courageous and strong-minded as he was, Henry
Jenner seems to have fallen a victim to his own theory at least
once. His greater uncle, Edward, refers to this case with a kind
of gloomy candour that should disarm the anti-vaccinationists.
Writing to the Rev. Dr. Worthington in February, 1819, he
says: ““ We have at last imported the disease into this place.
Henry Jenner, who, though he has seen nearly half a century
fly over his head, has not yet begun to #kin#k, perched himself
in the midst of a poor family pent up in a small cottage. It
was the abode of wretchedness, had the addition of pestilence
been wanting. He was infected of course; and his recovery
is very doubtful. T am told to-day that he is very full of an
eruption, the appearance of which stands midway between
small-pox and chicken-pox.” If the disease were true small-
pox, Henry Jenner is almost guilty of suppressio veri when,
in his pamphlet of the year 1843, he asserts: *1 have
vaccinated with my own lancet, some thousand persons of all
ages, mostly of the lower class, gratuitously ; but never except
in one single instance” (the case of a child vaccinated while
suffering from sores) ** have | known the least influence after,
of Small Pox on the constitution.” In another place he writes,
** Many are of the absurd opinion, that the efficiency of
vaccination will only shield the constitution from Small Pox
Contagion for a certain number of years”. To these sceptical
persons he recommends re-vaccination, but is himself, despite
his own experience, manifestly of opinion that once vaccinated,
always immune.

The old Jenner lancets lie before me as [ write, and one
cannot but reflect on the thousands of gratuitous operations
that they have performed whether wielded by Henry or
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which were at that time the subject of one of Edward’s
scientific inquiries. There followed the period of the “Vac-
cine Inquiry”™.®* In 1801 the battle of Vaccination seemed
won, and honours, diplomas, and addresses began to be
showered on Edward Jenner. In 1802 Henry and George
went as his ambassadors to Dublin, where the medical pro-
fession received their instructions in the proper method of
vaccinating with the extreme of respectful attention. Then
the tide began to turn ever so slightly, for in 1806
Moseley published a virulent attack on Edward and Henry
Jenner, in which both are accredited with a string of failures,
—cases of small-pox following vaccination. * But mark his
audacity,” cries Edward Jenner. *“ They are of children I
never saw in my life, and whose names I never heard of till
they were placed before me in this murderous publication.
Mr. H. Jenner, whose name he brings forward with a list of
failures annexed, assures me that /ke whole is a most impudent
forgery. What can be done with such a man as this?”
What indeed? Since 1806 the Moseleys have rather in-
creased than decreased.

In 1839 Henry Jenner communicates the manuscript above
described to the Vaccine Establishment, and in 1843 we find
him confessing : “ [ have sacrificed my health and a vast deal
of my time with anxiety, attention, and exertions in the cause,
and promoting the wide extension, and universal humane
adoption of vaccination, with much of my pecuniary resources
and lessening my professional practice, indeed to such a degree
as to induce my receding to a more humble station in society.”
Headstrong and often inaccurate, he had none the less suffered
much in the cause of Vaccination, but, nothing daunted, he still
asks : * [s it not better to save life than to kill ? 7

In this year (1843) Willlam Henry Jenner, as we noticed
at the beginning of this paper, is defeated in the matter of a
public appointment, just as in 1840 his father and uncle had
been shelved by Parliament. Henry Jenner reappears for a

* Henry ]f:n-ner's Address to the Public on the Advantages of Vaccine
Fnocilation, was published in 1799 ; Edward Jenner's two Enguiries appeared
in 1798-9g.
















