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sage ; the consequence as regards the pulse in that
case is a greater irregularity ; italso may happen
that the left ventricle ceases to act untilit has been
able to admit a certain quantity of blood. Under
both circumstances, the arteries are almost empty,
and this state is clearly proved by their sinking
under the sphygmometric column which descends
below its level, in the proportion of one, two, and
even three degrees, according to the volume of the
explored artery, and the power of the obstacle
which opposes the passage of the blood into the
left ventricle.

Ventriculo-aortic Contraction.—This undoubt-
edly is the most frequent of all contractions, as is
proved by the numerous concentric and excentric
hypertrophies of the left ventricle and its dilata-
tions. Among the causes which provoke and
produce these organic lesions, we must assign the
first rank to whatever opposes the passage of the
blood in the aorta ; lively or concentrated moral
passions; excess of alimentationincreasesor com-
presses the action of the heart, the consequence
of which is an increased nutrition of the organ, or

a forced excitement of its valves and orifices,
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