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Celsus, who lived in the first century of the
Christian Ara, copies Hippocrates, but is more
full on the subject than his predecessor. In his
chapter on the extraction of the dead feetus, he
deviates however in one very material point,
namely, 1n bringing down the feet when near at

,hand, or when one presented, or when it was ne-
cessary to turn, instead of pushing themback to
make it a head-presentation.* This was unques-
tionably a very great improvement, (for I have
not met with any mention of it in the writings of
Hippocrates) as it 1s well known that such a pre-
sentation requires on thataccount,no material devi-
ation from the treatment of anatural labour. They
had but few resources in those times for saving the
child or hastening delivery; when any difficulty
or delay presented, change of posture, succussion,
and the endeavour to bring down the head, when
not presenting, or the feet, according to Celsus,
for I am willing to extend his practice to the liv-
ing feetus,t seem to be the whole of their scanty
catalogue, and with some few medical directions,
of very doubtful propriety, this short sketch com-

* Lib. vii. cap. 29. Feetus mort. educt.

+ Whether turning and extracting by the feet had been oc-
casionally practised, during the life of the child, on the pre-
sentation of certain difficulties, does not now appear; but the
doctrine of turning and delivering by the feet was first pub-
licly taught by Pare,
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benefits derived from the spirit of inquiry then
arising, and of the humane direction of publie
opinion. About this period the Hotel Dieu was
opened in Paris, for the reception of poor women
with child, who were destitute of necessaries,
which affording ample opportunity for observa-
tion, in due time extended its advantages beyond
the limits of its own walls, and became a source
of improvement in the practice of the art.

Near the end of that century, Rousset pub-
lished a treatise on the Casarean t}peratinn. He
was probably incited by the desire of preserving
the child in those cases, in which it had before
been necessary to have recourse to the crotchet.
Whatever his motives were he 1s a warm advo-
cate for the operation, and recommends that it
should be done early, whilst the mother and child
are yet in vigour. The cases he details are suf-
ficiently numerous to warrant his recommenda-
tion, had they been collected on less exception-
able testimony; but, I think, he gives only one
on his own authority;* and others are drawn
from a correspondence of little weight, as hear-

- say or the rumours of the ignorant. By his re-

commending it to be performed early, the pre-
servation of the child seems to have been a main
object. In several of his cases, however, as in

* Gynzc, Comment, a Spachio, hist, 2, pag. 150
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accomplished the delivery by applying the actual
cautery, so as to penetrate through the abdominal
muscles and uterus. It must be observed that his
patient afterwards bore children.*

In the appendix Bauhin has given the case of
the sow-gelder:of Sigershausen, who performed the
Czsarean section on his own wife. The history
mentions that she had been in labour some days,
and notwithstanding she had thirteen midwives
and several Lithotomists to attend her, could not
be delivered. He therefore determined on this
operation, and dismissing all the attendants, ex-
cept those necessary toassisthim—he proceeded—
Bauhin’s words are— Quare maritus implorato
primum divino auxilio, et janua diligenter clausa,
Uxorem mensz imponit, abdomini vulnus (non
secus quam porco) infligit. Verum primo ictu ita
feliciter abdomen aperuit, ut subito infans absque
ulla lzsione extractus fuerit.”’f+ Iam inclined to
think from the expressions that this wasa case of ex-
tra-uterine faetus .She lay in afterwards five times,
first of twins and then of four single births. Se-
veral of his cases besides strike me as being extra-
uterine, which would make a very essential diffe-
rence in the consequences to be apprehended
from the operation; and I must candidly confess

* Hist. g. part v. sect.iv.
+ Appendix, hist, 1. pag. 480,
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extraordinary réputation and success—speaking
of this operation, says— I cannot sufficiently
marvail at the insolencie of those that afirm that
they have seen women whose bellies and womb
have been more than once cut, and the infant
taken out, when it could no otherwise bee gotten
forth, and yet notwithstanding alive ; which thing
there is no man can persuade mee can bee done,
7~ without the death of the mother, by reason of the
necessarie greatness of the wound that must be
made in the muscles of the bellie, and substance
of the womb, for the womb of a woman that is
great with child by reason that it swelleth and is
distended with much bloud, must needs yield a
great flux of bloud, which of necessitiec must be
mortal. And to conclude, when that the wound or
incision of the womb is cicatrized, it will not
suffer the womb to be dilated or extended to re-
ceiv or bear a new birth, For these and such
like other causses, this kind of cure, as desperate
and dangerous, is not (in mine opinion) to be
used.”* The present improved state of medical
science will furnishobjections against Parey’s rea.
soning, whether they be conclusive or not; but
it is evident a successful case had not come within
the scope of his observation. Indeed several
writers mention that he was so ashamed of having
been present at the operation with Guillemeau,

. b1
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damnable policy. If they say, to render the fact
less horrible in appearance, that it must never be
undertaken, but when the woman is reduc’d to
the utmost extremity: To that I answer, that a
woman often recovers beyond hope or probability.
And if they object that she may likewise escape
after this operation; I do utterly deny it, by the
testimony of the most expert surgeons that have
practis’d it, who always had bad success, all the
women ever dying in a short time after. I do
highly commend Guullemeau, who to disabuse the
world for such a wicked and pernicious practice,
_confesseth, speaking of this fatal operation, and
owns (by way of repentance) that he did himself,
twice, in the presence of Ambrose Pareé, put it
into practice, and saw it thrice done more, by
three several very expert chirurgeons, who omit-
ted never a circumstance to make it succeed well ;
and notwithstanding all, the women died. As for
Panllé, he will not acknowledge that he saw those
two operations of Guillemeau, because he will not
have posterity know that he was able to consent
toso great a cruelty ; but contents himself with
advising only, that it should never be undertaken
till the woman is dead, because there is no possi-
~bility she should escapeit, notonly because of
- the irregular wound, which must of necessity be
.made for this purpose in the belly, but chiefly for
that in the womb, and for the excessive flux of
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blood, which will immediately follow. However,
contrary to the opinion of two such famous chi-
rurgeons, there are some rash persons, who do
obstinately maintain (tho” with as little reason as
Rousset) that it is not impossible for a woman to
escape, because they have seen some that have
had the bones of their dead children come forth
by an abscess of the belly ; after that the flesh of
them had pass’d the natural way in suppuration ;
which bones, by little and little, had pierced the
womb and the belly also, and after that they were
so drawn forth, yet the woman recover’d. As
also others did not die, whose wombs, after preci-
pitationand perfect putrefactionand gangrene were
totally cut away. Indeed, we must acknowledge,
what experience hath many times taught us, as it
bath these things, which I believe have happen’d,
and may again as well as those (tho’ rarely); but
it doth not follow, that this Cesarean operation
must needs succeed as well ; because here is made
at one stroke a very great wound in the belly and

womb, which is ever the death of the poor wo-
man immediately, or soon after.’”

“But when nature itself begins to separate and
pierce these parts, by means of these bones, to
cast them forth by some new way which it makes,
not being able to do it by the common and na-
tural, for want of the help of skiiful persons, in
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operation, and the inevitable death which follows
it, which ought to divert us from ever thinking
of the performance of it; but besides; religion
forbids it.”  After stating the opinion of the
doctors of the Sorbonne, and the most famous
casuists, to be, that the life of the mother ought
rather to be saved than that of the child, he says—
“ On this principle we ought to take special
care how we undertake an operation which will
infallibly kill her.,” Ranking the stories of its
successful performance among the fictions of ghosts
and conjurors, he concludes—* None of our
celebrated surgeons having practis’d this section,
I amin the right to condemn it by their example.”

I shall content myself with this selection of
authorities for the last age, and shall now pro-
ceed to examine the state of medical opinion on
this subject in other nations, and in this country,
during the present century.

The improvements in anatomy, in physology,
and particularly in the operative part of surgery,
have been great, during this term. France took
the lead, having opened schools, in the last
century, for teaching the different branches of the
healing art, and the classes were gratuitously at- -
tended by a great number of pupils. Whatever
advances were first made on the Continent, much
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As from the general result of experience, either
the life of the mother or that of the child must
yield to the supreme law of necessity, and one
be preferred to the other, a question arises as to
their comparative value, for the French practiti-
oners ordain, that nothing but death can authorize
us to dismember the child in the womb, when it
cannot be extracted entire. The decision has been
unhappily given against the mother, in some cases,
and instead of sacrifising the child, in those
which would then bé manageable by the crotchet,
a regard to its life has led to the Cwmsarean section,
which has proved fatal to the mother. In this
country, if any doubt ever existed, the question
is now completely determined, and Dr. William
Hunter, delivers the sentiments of every man
capable of reflection, in the following quotation :—
« Men of humanity, as well as of a reasoning fa-
culty, need not be told that in desperate cases, our
judgment and practice are not to be regulated
merely by the chances with respect to life. The
sufferings of the patient both in body and mind,
should be fairly putinto the scale, against the bet-
ter chance for life.  In such a trial I have seen a
patient pay a much higher price in sufferings, than
the little chance of saving life was worth, These
reflections should be especially in our minds when
we are to give an opinion in any case of the Ca-
sarean section, or of cutting the symphysis of the







28

The mother and child being both alive, and
the pelvis so narrow that the child cannot be
- brought through the natural passages without loss
of life, the Caesarean operation would seem to
offer the only resource for their mutual pre-
servation. Reasoning from analogy, it has been
said, that as the operation for the stone is per-
formed with success, hysterotomy, or the section
of the uterus, may also be done with an equal
chance. It is true, Hippocrates forbids the ope-
ration for the stone, and the old writers agree in
classing a wound of the uterus among mortal
wounds. It becomes therefore a question of
experience; and whatever reverence we may
be induced to shew to the precepts of the Fa-
ther of medicine in other- cases, daily experi-
ence prnvés him to have been mistaken, with

regard to the fatal termination of a wound of
the bladder.

The Casarean section, Doctor Osborn informs
us, has been performed eleven times in this king-
dom (nine of which cases have been published)
and it has proved fatal in every instance.* I be-
lieve others might be added, which have occurred
since the publication of his work, but they have
been attended with the same fatal event.

* Osborn’s Essays on Midwifery, pag. 440
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recovery by the powers of nature, working an
outlet by abscesses, and in other ways, the only
hope for the patient’s survivingis by a reliance on
her aid. Whilst I have every respect for the high
character of Doctor Denman, I cannot but lament
that he should have admitted an exception, by
which lives may be sacrificed under the mistaken
authority of his name.

Rousset, it has been observed, recommends
the early performance of this operation; an opi-
nion which bas been entertained and enforced by
others. Professor Hamilton, says, Mr. Hoffman
of Prussia informed him, that the Casarean ope-
ration had been very often successful in different
parts of Germany, within the last ten years; and
that the unsuccessful cases have been chiefly
those in which the operation was delayed too
long.* Extraordinary as the account is, I should
have given credittoit, had Mr. Hoffman spoken
of the facts from his own knowledge, having seen
him when in England; but the state of surgery in
Germany is too well known to induce a belief of
so unusual an occurrence, even if the alledged
frequency of its success did not tend to destroy its

credibility.

Baudeloque, the last French writer on mid-
* Letters to Osborn,
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We have seen that forceps were used by Avi-
cenna, with the intention of saving the child ; and
it is not improbable, though now unimportant to
know, that the Chamberlens took the hint from
that source. The fillet had been used previous
to this discovery, and was made by cutting a slit
in a slip of cloth, large enough to pass over the
head of the child; which continued to be em-
ployed by some, long after the introduction of
the forceps; but, being found to be of much in-

ferior utility to either of the above-mentioned in-
struments, it has deservedly fallen into disrepute.

Whatever invention or improvement of instru-
ments had been made, still this art laboured under
the defect of one essential circumstance requisite
to reduce the practice of it to rational principles,
namely, a knowledge of the manner in which the -
head of the child enters into, and descends through,
the pelvis of the mother. The knowledge of this
process, so necessary to the right understanding of
a natural labour, and consequently the foundation
of manual assistance, was first discovered by Sir
Fielding Ould of Dublin, and published by him
in the year 1742.% Since that time, a better me-
thod of managing natural lIabours has been pur.
sued ; and the manner of giving assistance with
instruments has been progressively improving ;

# Treatise of Midwifery, pag. 28,
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- The width of pelvis supposed to require ah-
salutdy the Casarean section, had not been as-
certained with much exactness. But Doctor
Osborn has proved by his experience, which has
since been confirmed by that of others, that the
child may be extracted by the erotchet, whatever
- the distortion shall be, if in any part of the ca-
vity there shall be a space of one inch and a half
in diameter ; and, I believe, most of the pelvises,
on which the Casarean operation has been per-
formed, were above those dimensions.

- 1t does not come within the present intention
to discuss minutely, through what diameter of
pelvis a living child may sometimes be born;
Doctor Osborn lays it down as a rule, that when
the measurement 1s from two inches and upwards,
to less than three inches, from pubis to sacrum, re-
course should be had early to the crotchet. But
the uncertainty of the mother’s ealculation; the
difficulty of ascertaining the exact dimensions of
the pelvis; the relative proportion of the child’s
head, and its degree of compressibility; added
to the strength of the labour pains; will mate-
vially vary a judgment on the case. When any
doubt shall arise, it is scarcely necessary to men-
tion that delay will be justified, until every un-
certainty shall be removed ; or till evident signs
shall occur of the necessity of opening the head,
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was aukwardly situated in the centre, and most con-
tracted part, of the brim of the pelvis. The child’s
head lay loose above the brim, and scarcely within
reach of the finger; nor was there any suture di-
rectly opposite to the os uteri. The abdomen
being compressed by an assistant, with sufficient
force to keep the head in contact with the brim,
during the perforation; the scissars were cauti-
ously introduced through the os uteri, and, after
repeated trials, the point was at length fixed in the
sagittal suture, near the superior fontanelle. It
penetrated into the cavity of the head with great
facility, and, after destroyingthe texture of the
brain, a considerable quantity was extracted with a
common spoon, and then, breaking down the pa-
rietal bones, an opening was made sufficient for
the free discharge of what remained. She was
left in this state; and although she was fatigued no
opiate was given, it being intended to have the full
effect of the labour pains; hoping, after the dis-
charge of the brain, that the bones would collapse,
and that a portion of them, at least, would be
forced into the pelvis. Notwithstanding the pains
were frequent and violent all night, there was no
perceptible alteration in the position of the child’s
head in the morning. The pains were neither so
strong, nor so frequent during the day; her pulse
was extremely quick, but tolerably strong; the dis-
charge from the vagina was very considerable in
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possible degree of putrefaction, to diminishthe
resistance to its extraction. These two purposes
appearing to be completely answered, Doctor
Osborn was fearful, lest by permitting so large a
mass of putrid matter to remain in the womb,
longer than was absolutely necessary, she should
incur the hazard of a putrid fever, after escaping
the consequences of the inevitable violence of the
operation.

Far from being satisfied of its praetibility, the
doctor, however, determined to attempt to ex-
tract the child. And,adverting to the small space of
only oneinchand three quartersatthe utmost,inthe
widest, and that, only onone side of the projecting
sacrum ; while the space between it and the sym-
physis, and on the other side, barely amounted to
three quarters of an inch, the expression will ap-
pear to be very justifiable. Placing her, therefore,
as above-mentioned, the operation was entered on;;
and as from the position of the es uteri, in the nar-
rowest part ofthe brim of the pelvis, the curved point
of the crotchet could not be introduced without
great difficulty and danger; the first effort was
directed to bring the os uteri into the widest
part of the brim of the pelvis, andto di/ateit asmuch
as possible ; both which objects were accomplished,
as far as the bones permitted the dilatation, wuthout
much trouble. The doctor then introduced the
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From this total disappointment, the first idea
of breaking the basis of the cranium was aban-
doned; and the second, to endeavour to change
the position, was deétermined on; an expedient
that offered but a forlorn, though the only hope,
from the best information that could be gained
by the most accurate examination. The former
purchase being regained, two fingers of the left
hand wert introduced to endeavour to raise one
side of the fore part of the head, and turn it a
little edgeways. The attempt succeeded immedis-
ately, and easily ; by which, two great abjects were
at once accomplished, the position was changed
and the volume dimimished. Every difficulty being
now removed, by persevering in the same means
for a short time longer, the remaining part of the
head was brought down, and out of the os ex«
ternum,

After waiting a few minutes, a napkin was put
round the meck of the child, and given to an as-
sistant. After perforating the thorax, the crotchet
was fixed firmly in the sternum, and by the united
force of the doctor and his assistant, strongly
exerted for about a quarter 'of an hour, first one
shoulder was brought down and then the other;
and lastly, after opening the abdomen, the whole
body (with the sternum and spine pressed close
together) was extracted in the most putrid and













58

on Wednesday, November 2, 1785, which con-
tinued through the two following days ; but, be-
_coming more frequent and stronger on Saturday,
Doctor Clarke was sent for at four o’clock in the
afternoon, when he found the os uteri lying very
high, and dilated to the size of half a crown : the
dilatation went on increasing and the membranes
protruded. Doctor Osborn met Doctor Clarke
m consultation, at eleven o’clock ; and, on the for-
mer gentleman taking a very accurate examina-
tion, he accidently ruptured the membranes, when
the head was discovered lying above the brim of
the pelvis: they were both of opinion that
the diameter was less than an inch and a half, from
the os pubis to the upper part of the os sacrum.
Nevertheless, in conformity with the prineiple
faid down by Doctor Osborn, in Eliz. Sher-
wood’s case, it was determined to perforate the
head ; which was accordingly done by Doctor
Clarke, at the lambdoidal suture, which Doctor
Osborn discovered in his examination; the ne-
cessary degree of compression being previously
made on the abdomen. A perforation was made,
as large as the deformity would permit ; and the
brain scooped out, as far as was practicable, with
the small end of a spoon. She was then left
during the night, to wait the full effect of the
labour pains, and of any disposition to putre-
faction that might come on ; an erect position be-
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section—and the crotchet has been successfully

applied in dimensions, which will probably be
thus acquired.

Upon the whole then in that supposed case of
. distortion (which I hope will never happen) in
which the mother must be doomed to death, from
the impossibility of delivering the child by the
crotchet, the compound operation I have recom-
mended will furnish a resource, approved by rea-
son and sanctioned by experience ; inasmuch as
the section of the symphysis pubis has been
made, and the crotchet has been used, though
separately, yet with safety. Such a case will be
attended, unquestionably,with additional hazard;
but it offers the only chance to the mother, to the
preservation of whose life our chief care should
be directed : and, I hope that in future all trace
of the Casarean operation will be banished from
professional books ; for it can never be justifiable
during the parent’s life, and stands recorded only
to disgrace the art.
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From an opinion that cancer originated in in-
spissated black bile, stagnating in and indurating
the part; the treatment was, according to the
prevailing doctrine of that time, to apply emol-
lients, and remedies tending to dilute it. But
such means would soon convert an occult into an
open cancer ; and, therefore, confirm the truth of
the above aphorism.

It is important to ascertain with precision,
the diagnosis of diseases of near resemblance, yet
requiring an essential diversity of treatment; a
matter sometimes of extreme difficulty, and at-
tainable only by great experience and accurate
observation,

Celsus mentions several varieties of cancer, one
of which he states to be curable; and his account
proves him to have been better acquainted with
the disease than Hippocrates, as he is more full
on the subject.

He distinguishes cancer principally into two
kinds, namely, the cacoethes, and the carcinoma ;
the former of which he states to be curable, and
the latter incurable; but, he observes, that one
can be known from the other only by time, and
experiment. When, therefore, a supposed case
of cancer- occurred, highly stimulating applica-
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cer ;* and, as arsenical preparations were much
in vogue at that period, dreadful havock must
have foilowed their so frequent use.

Notwithstanding that modern practiceis enrich-
ed with many valuable facts relative to the history
of this disorder, cases occur occasionally, which
baffle the discernment of the experienced prac-
titioner.

The distinction between a well-marked case of
cancer, and other tumours, requires no great
skill or penetration ; but, to distinguish it from
an innocent glandular enlargement, in the earlier
stage, demands greater precision, sometimes, than
has been yet attained. This uncertainty in the
diagnosis, has been a source of calumny to the
profession ; and an encouragement to artful and
designing men, to increase the fears, and impose
on the credulity of the public. Whatsoever the
interested shall assert, it 1s evident that a remedy
has not been yet discovered, possessed of the power
of curing cancer ; or it is reasonable to suppose,
that it would be as generally successful, as mer-
cury is in curing the venereal disease.

Many years ago, Doctor Denman drew up
proposals for the establishment of a house for the

* Hild. Cent, vi» pag. 6og.
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respecting the admission of patients; but are of
opinion, thatif a journal were kept in the man-
ner they propose, and to be open to general in.
spection, much good would arise to the objects
of these institutions, and general benefit to the
community. We have therefore agreed to keep
an exact account of each case of cancer, which
shall come under our care, in which will be re-
corded a faithful history of the disease, with its
attendant circumstances; the effects of medicines ;
and of operations when necessary ; together with
all the collateral helps to be gained by an inquiry
mnto constitutional habits and diseases not strictly
cancerous, but probably connected with it.

That our knowledge of the natural history
and treatment of this disease is imperfect, we can-
didly allow ; and that the diffidence accompany-
ing uncertainty may have occasioned a failure in
its treatment, where more harsh and severe reme-
dies have succeeded, we readily acknowledge ;
but that severe and even violent remedies have
been used, where the more lenient plans of sci-
entific treatment would have succeeded, we have
too much reason to apprehend.

By a series of cases conducted on this plan, we
hope, in time, to acquire such a body of facts,
as to proportion the strength of the remedy to
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Although I am of opinion, that no remedy is
yet known for cancer ; yet, I am aware, that the
#he: public opinion is disposed to attribute much
efficacy to the remedy used by certain celebrated
émpirics in this county. I aminclined to think,
however, that they themselves know too well its
powers to expect more from it, than from other
caustics ; for, if the accounts of pauper-patients
can be relied on, I have had cases of genuine
cancer, sent -h}r them to the Infirmary, time
enough for extirpation by the knife,

The following case will shew that their remedy
will not cure a genuine cancer :

R &
i —— perceived a tubercle on the fore
part of the right leg, just below the knee; before
I saw him, 1t 'had ulcerated extensively, was very
pamful, and' the tibia ‘had become carious. 1
destroyed the ulcerated surface with caustic, and

repeatedly produced an exfoliation from the bone;
still ' the disease went on, and as the imguinal
giands were not perceptibly affected, I proposed
amputation; but he refused to submit to it, and
placed himself under the care of these celebrated
empirics. In' afew weeks he returned, earnestly

requesting me to remove his limb ; it was, how-
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After a careful examination of the tutmour; and, -
having maturely weighed all the circumstances of
her case; I had no hesitation in pronouncing
it not to be cancerous. Leeches were directed
to be applied twice a week ; a solution of neutral
salts was ordered to be taken every morning, so as
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to procure three or four evacuations in the counrse
of the day; and, she wasinstructed to wuse the
infusion of hemlock with litharge of vinegar, as
an embrocation to the part. In less than two
months, the tumour was entirely dispersed ; and
she returned thanks for her cure.

The truth of my assertion was confirmed, a year
ago, from more respectable authority.

CASE 111,

A lady, resident in Yorkshire, perceiving a tu-
mour 1n her left breast, which was occasionally
painful, came over to Manchester to ask my
advice. On her way hither, she was inform-
ed by some celebrated cancer-doctors, whose opi-
nion she had determined to take, that it was a
cancer; and, as the dressings necessary to re-
move it would be painful, she must reside near
-them, for the benefit of their direction.

The disease appearing to me not to differ es-
sentially from the former, 1 recommended a plan
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practitioners for several centuries, as we are in-
formed by Hildanus, to the great detriment of
their patients.

Hildanus, feelingly laments the mischief done
in his time by arsenical caustics; for, he tells us,
that the basis of the celebrated cancer-powder of
Penot and Muller, and the cancer-remedies of
Fedron and others, was arsenic; all of which
were much used in the latter end of the six-
teenth, and in the beginning of the seventeenth
century.™ '

Hildanus, himself used an ointment of arsenic,
in the cancerous, and in other foul ulcers; but,
he never applied more at one time than contained
from a grain to scarcely a grain and a half of that
mineral. When applied in a larger quantity, he
says that, nausea, dislike of food, eructations,
delirium, faintings, and even death ensued.

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, gives the formula
of an empirical cancer-caustic, the active ingre-
dient in which is arsenic; which he had known

nostram, sublimato; prima enim die fistulam, cancrum,
herpetem, esthiomenum sive lupum, noli me tangere seu
formicem, et omnes similes morbos, occidit, Theodorici,
Lib. g. cap, 6. pag. 110,

* Hl].di.ﬂ., obss ﬂr:h Pag. 6oB.
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phatic glands in the neck were also very much
indurated; and hard knots were scattered round
the breast, towards the sternum and the clavicle
on the same side. The pain was almost inces-
sant, of a burning lancinating kind ; and a filthy,
offensive, sanious fluid, was copiously discharged.
She enjoyed little sleep, suffered a loss of appe-
tite, and had the leaden hue strongly marked in
her countenance.

Several courses of different remedies were
tried, with no more than temporary relief from
pain; and the disease continued its ravages, af-
fecting the whole of the lymphatics of the left

arm with pain and enlargement.*

She was admitted an in-patient under these
circumstances ; and, without any hope or pros-
pect of doing her service, I put her on a course
of arsenic, on the 5th of June 1798, by directing
her to take twelve drops of the mineral solution
of Doctor Fowler, three times a day. Large and
repeated doses of opium had been found meces-
sary, to pracure some ease from her sufferings;
which were still continued. The solution, at
first, excited considerable general -disorder, and
great uneasiness in her stomach and bowels, with-
out shewing the least effect on the cancerous

#* Ferriar's Med, histor, and veflects vol. 3. pag. 128
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morbus, which lasted for several days; neither
of which complaints seemed to have the smallest
connexion, either with the cancerous affection,
or the taking of the arsenical solution. For
several months past she has been pretty easy,
to use her own words, the discharge has not been
atall offensive; the cicatrization has gone on in
a manner beyond all expectation; and the di-
seased glands in the neck have diminished in size,
and become free from pain. Many of the small
scattered knots have been cast out, leaving a
small ulcer at the bottom, exquisitely tender to
the touch, but soon healing ; and the chief source
of what pain she has suffered for some time.
The only external application she has used is
hemlock ; ‘first in the form of poultice, and then
by lint moistened in an infusion of the herb.
The use of hemlock can throw no ambiguity on
the case; as she had gone through a complete
course of it, both internally and externally, be-
fore she took the solution ; with merely a tempo-
rary abatement of the symptoms.

Great and surprising as the reliefafforded by the
arsenic has been, I am not so sanguine as to expect
the cure of a genuine confirmed cancer ; but, the
woman’s life has undoubtedly been prolonged
by it; she has been kept almost free from pain ;
and in a condition not wholly unfit for enjoying
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laid down ; which is also confirmed, by the opi-

nion entertained by the common people of that
county.

Since Doctor Jenner’s publication, Doctor
Pearson of Loondon has collected a good deal of
evidence relative to this disease; which, it ap-
pears, is prevalent in some other counties; but
the result of his inquiry does not exactly cor-
respond with Doctor Jenner’s experience, as the
small-pox has, in some instances, attacked those
who have had the cow-pox,

As the autumnal season for inoculation at our
Infirmary was approaching, when I read Doctor
Jenner’s book, I was solicitous to ascertain
the fact; and, if my experiments confirmed it,
immediately to extend the benefits of inoculation
for the cow-pox, among the inhabitants of this
town.

L3

I therefore wrote to Doctor Jenner, request-
ing him to favour me with some of the cow-
pox matter ; but the disease not having appeared
in his neighbourhood for some time, he was un-

able to supply me.

. It has been generally understood, that- the
eruptive diseases of brute aniumals are not com-
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it is reasonable to infer, that the poison of both
is identical. It is a fact’ well-ascertained, that
the small-pox may be commnunicated, either by
the erysipelatons fluid, obtained from the inocu-
!ated part, before the eruptive fever comes on ;

orin the form of pus, taken at the period of

complete maturation : or even by the scab of the
dried pustule, in the last stage of the complaint,
- The limitation of the contagious power of the
fluid supposed to occasion the cow-pox, and ob-
tained from the horse’s heel, to the first or ery-
sipelatous = stage of the grease, disproves the
identity ; and also destroys any analogy, that
might have been conceived to subsist between it
and variolous matter.
- Twelve punctures were madein the teats of the
three cows inoculated with the ichorous fluid, and
it did not produce the smallest effect in either aof
them: six children were inoculated with the
same sort of fluid, by making four punctures
in the left arm of each ; and no disease whatever
_ensued ; eight punctures were made 1n the teats
of two cows, and variclous matter was inserted ;
but not the smallest change took place: one sin-
gle puncture, with diluted variolous matter,
-gave the small-pox to a child.
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