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opposition to my conclusions had been based.* ¢ In instituting a
*“ comparison between the species collected from the Australian
deposits, and those described from the Burdwan coal-field by
Professor Royle, we observe both the remarkable analogy of form
of some species, and the actual identity of others; from which
we may probably be led to infer that the deposition of the strata
containing them was not only contemporaneous, but that the
conditions of the flora of some portions of the Indian and
Australian continents, at that epoch, were not very dissimilar."”
—( Physical Deseription of New South Wales, p. 253.)

But your Lordship may imagine my surprise when I read the
- following paragraph in Mr. James Wyld's recently published
“* Notes on the Distribution of Gold throughout the World,” the
production of a member of the Royal Geographical Society, and
dedicated to Sir R. I. Murchison as President, ‘

“ The likeness of the New Holland formations to those of the
¢ Ural has long been remarked; and Sir Roderick Murchison
““ was so strongly impressed with the fact that he felt it his duty
“‘ to give prominence to it, in the address which he delivered to
“ the Royal Geographical Society, as President, in May 1845.
‘“ He alluded particularly to the discovery of gold near Bathurst,
“ in the western flank of what he styled the great Australian
‘¢ Cordillera; and he strongly urged the propriety of a strict
“ geological investigation, with the view of establishing gold
“ workings, Colonel Helmerson, of St. Petersburg, a member
¢ of the Russian Academy of Sciences, well acquainted with the
¢ Ural gold works, expressed the same opinion. These views
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* The terms used by Mr. Murchison were identical, or nearly so, with
the following extract from the Anniversary Address he had delivered a
few days before., The allusion is to Professor Owen's Report on Extinct
Mammals of Australia, which had been read at the preceding meeting of
the British Association :—*¢ But when we cast our eyes to Australia on
‘¢ the one hand, or to South America on the other, then is the fauna as
¢ antirely dissimilar in each, as we should expect to find it in countries
¢ partitioned off by such wide seas and great natural barriers. From
¢ glserving the fact, that the fossil mammalian remains of these two conti-
¢ nents are as unlike those of Earope, Asia, and Africa, as their present
¢ gquadrupeds, Professor Owen rightly concludes ¢ that the same forms
¢ yyere restricted to the same provinces at a former geological period as
¢ they are at the present day;” and thus he sustains the views of modern
¢ geologists, that in those periods immediately anterior to our own, the
¢ great geographical features of the earth must have been the same as
¢« those which now prevail.”"—Address fo the Anniversary Meeting of the
Royal Geographical Suciety, 26th May, 1845, by Roderick Impey Murchison,
V.P.R.S. § G.S. §c. &¢. President, p. 75.
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¢ obtained great publicity in Australia; but it is to be regretted
¢ the English Government is not in the habit of taking counsel
““ from men of science, so that the opportunity was lost of making
« g discovery which would have thrown the same lustre on the
«« geience of geology as that of the planet Neptune does on astro-
“ nomy. Sir Roderick Murchison is the sufferer from the
¢ supineness of the Government in the one case, as Mr. Adams
“ in the other; though to both belongs the distinction of
“ having, so far as in them lay, successfully applied the lights of
“ theoretical science to practical results.”

Criticism is an invidious task which I would have avoided had
I alone been concerned, but I owe a duty to others as well as to
myself that renders it necessary I should examine this paragraph
rather closely. I have looked through the Presidential Address
delivered by Sir R. I. Murchison at the Anniversary Meeting of
the Royal Geographical Society on the 26th of May, 1845, and
I cannot discover the slightest allusion to a resemblance between
the New Holland and Ural formations. Indeed I have always
been under the impression that this striking geographical fact had
been first ascertained by Count Strzelecki during his residence in
New South Wales. In his work on the Physical Geography of
South-Eastern Australia (p. 85) the Count quotes at length Hum-
boldt’s remarks on the geological phenomena of the Ural Chain
as being so perfectly descriptive of parts of the Great Australian
Range west of Sydney as to render further details unnecessary ;
and I cannot suppose that he would have failed to acknowledge the
sources from which he derived his information had the idea origi-
nated in another. In fact data have been before the public for
years past, sufficient to shew that the Ural chain is an extension
of the Malayan and Cambodian ranges to the north-west, precisely
as those of Australia are an extension to the south-east.

The allusion to the discovery of gold near Bathurst leads me to
suppose that Mr. Wyld has confused the address to the Royal
Geographical Society with a paper by Sir R. I. Murchison which
was read before the Royal Geological Society of Cornwall in
1846, in which that fact is mentioned. The specimens reached
England about June or July of that year, and on my arrival at
Sydney in the following September I found that Mr. Thomas
Hood, wlo.had been my kind guide and companion across the
Blue Mountain range to Wellington Valley in 1843, had opened
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2 copper mine on his estate at Molong, so that the question as to
the metalliferous nature of the great range of eastern Australia
had been fairly taken out of the hands of theorists.

As to the English Government not being * in the habit of
taking' counsel from men of science,” I canonly say that whatever
may be the case now, it was formerly considered that any measure
for promoting geographical research which received the sanction
of the Royal Geographical Society was certain to be carried out,
and a reference to the Journals of the Society during the first
fourteen years of its existence will shew how large a portion of
the contributions were communicated by the different departments
of Government. It was at the recommendation of influential
members of the Society in 1838 that the Admiralty, by allowing
me to avail myself of the vessels of war stationed at Port Essing-
ton, afforded me facilities for prosecuting enquiries in this part of
the world that rarely fall to the lot of travellers. And the very
paper to which I have drawn your Lordship’s attention was sub-
mitted to the Society at the desire of my employers of the Colonial
Department. It is useless to speculate as to what would have
been the result had my conclusions been more tenderly dealt with,
for I very much doubt whether a mineralogical chemist with his
tests and amalgams would have been as successful in discovering
deposits of the precious metals as the practical miner with his
tin dish. And it is my humble opinion that had the discovery
been delayed for a few years it would have been better both for
the colonies and the mother country.

But your Lordship will perceive how necessary it is that I
gl ould stir in this matter. It is clear that the Government is
blameless, therefore Mr. Wyld's censure rests on those whose duty
it was to point out phenomena that ought not to have been passed
unnoticed by a practised observer. And as the records of the
Society contain ample proof that this duty was not neglected, it
seems to me that the proper step for me to take is to bring the
subject under the notice of the Council, who, 1 feel assured, will
adopt a course that will render it unnecessary for me to move fur-
ther in the matter. When Mr. Wyld’s paragraph was first pointed
out to me, 1 thought it possible that some change might have
taken place in the constitution of the Society since I left England ;
but on looking over some late numbers of the Journal, I am glad
{o find many familiar names in the list of members, and that your










. 5 e ¥ = [} v » g L. £ .
3 : - 1 =, if = i - £ [ | x | 3 wl
=il 3 4 L [ A kil 2L
1 L
LI E e ! ! il s L] i a o i 1 a I 3 ] =t |
! § ] ] 1] L)) J Ens = L) | ] {5
4 s Al al= TLES i i atent to deal w g
L [ Lk 1] ALIC [ I = 1=R 4] [ 10 E g -
A | - 1 ' = | & JHE s SRARLYY | L & g = 1
- - b -
s TTLCKS 1E . AT
¥ 4
1 E * I
5 T T
S B 5
(L | i Naf 1
'
navio 1 iTatate f
el (A 1010 AT )
i ] il 1T 1 » f 1
L i 3 111} " - e










14

with regard to the parallelism of the Asiatic ranges were not
entirely new, as the fact had already been noticed by Mr. Craufurd
in his History of the Indian Archipelago, although I was not
aware of it at the time. But the extension of these ranges to
Borneo opened up a new and interesting course of enquiry; and I
may venture to assert that the facts brought forward were viewed
in this light by an influential member of the Geographical Society,
(the then Secretary,) who was present at the reading of the paper,
Certainly I attribute my appointment to the North Australian
Expedition, and the facilities that were afforded me for prosecuting
further researches, to the kind interference of that gentleman.
In 1838 a voyage along the entire east and north-east coasts of
Australia in H.M.S. Alligator was sufficient to show that the
mountain range was continued throughout their length ; and on
reaching Port Essington we found the northern termination of
another range, which I then thought would prove to be a
continuation of the South Australian ranges; but the subsequent
researches of my late friend Dr. Leichhardt shew that it is more
probably a branch of the eastern coast range. During the four
following years, repeated voyages in H.M., ships stationed on the
north coast of Australia enabled me to trace the primary ranges
through Timor and some of the adjacent islands to Celebes and
Borneo, thus completing the links of the chain between Asia and
Australia. In 1843 a severe attack of rheumatic fever, canght
while exploring the Lumpo Batang Mountain of Celebes, obliged
me to make a temporary sojourn in the southern colonies; and
almost immediately after my arrival at Sydney, I was informed by
a friend who had sheep stations over the mountains, that gold, in
small quantities, had been picked up for some years past by a
shepherd of the Wellington district. I was at first inclined to
disbelieve the report, as I had as yet met with no eruptive rocks
in New South Wales, but a journey across the mountain range to
Bathurst and Wellington, which I undertook as soon as I was well
enough to mount on horseback, convinced me that this necessary
feature was not wanting, T also became acquainted with another
fact, namely, that any stic made in the matter was calculated to
injure, indeed to ruin, the prospects of the sheep-farmers, unless
it had been previously ascertained by a practical mineralogist that
the metal existed in sufficient quantities to counterbalance the evils
that must ensue from shepherds deserting their flocks to search for
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