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4 ; Six B, C. Brodie's

of a single species; and without entering into all the arguments
which have been adduced by these philosophers, I may obserye
that there are many facts which seem, as it were, to lie on the
surface, and which are obvious to us all, that may lead us to
believe that this conclusion is well founded. ,
Although we justly regard the intellectual faculties as of a
higher order than those which belong to mere animal life;
although it is as to these alone that mankind * propius accedunt ad
Deos ;" yet it must be admitted that up to a certain point, and
within its own domain, instinct is a more unerring guide than
human reason. And what is it but instinet which leads us at once
to recognise the Esquimaux, the Negro, the Hottentot, as
belonging to the same order of beings with ourselves, with as
little hesitation as the greyhound, the spaniel, the mastiff, mu-
tually recognise each other as being of the same kindred ?
Then be it observed, that, however different may be the external
figure, the shape of the head, and limbs, there is no real -differ-
ence as to the more important parts of the system, namely, the
brain, the organs of sense, the thoracic and abdominal viscera; and
the medical student is aware that he obtains all the knowledge
which he requires just as well from the dissection of the Negro or
the Lascar as from that of the Anglo-Saxon or the Celt. Even as
to the skeleton, the difference is more apparent than real: there
is the same number, form, and arrangement of the bones ; and, [
may add, there is the same number, form, and arrangement of the
muscles. ‘
Pursuing the inquiry further still, we find that the different
sexes are mutually attracted to each other; that their union is
prolific; that the period of gestation in the female is the same in
all ; and that—unlike what happens as to hybrid animals—instead
of stopping short after one or two generations, their offspring =
continues to be prolific ever afterwards.
Nor is there any thing difficult to understand, nor contrary t_ .
the analogy of what happens among other animals, in the produc-
tion of the different varieties of mankind. The Hottentot and
the Anglo-Saxon have a closer resemblance to each other than
the mastiff and the spaniel. How diﬂ"erent is the Lemr-.'stershir

from the thorough-bred Arabian. We see these changes actuaﬂf: R '-.'
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10 ~ Mr. Culls

language abound in the Eugubian tables, which are Umbrian
Yet he admits that the dialect of these tables displays considerable
analogies with the Greek. And Grotefend had long ago shews
that the Umbrian and Latin have an extensive vocabulary ip
common, and that they abound in analogous grammatical forms
both in verbs and nouns. Here are difficulties for eriticism fe
reconcile. But whatever was the medium through which the
Keltic element was introduced into the Latin langnage, we shall
agree with the Professor that the Keltic is the intrusive element
because, in numerous instances, the word whichis common to the
two langnages is isolated in the Latin, while in the Keltic it is
one of a family. The question may still be asked, Who are the
Umbrians? It is true that the Umbrian language is cognate
- with the Latin, but its precise affinity has yet to be shewn. Dr
Latham (* Varieties of Man,” p. 554), because Livy says the lan-
guages of Etruria and Rhaetia are alike, thinks the Etruscans
and Rheetians are one people; the former at their highest refines
ment, the latter at their greatest rudeness: and also considers
the stock to be indigenous to Northern Italy. It appears to me
that we lack evidence, and, unfortunately for their reputation,
scholars are drawing wider conclusions than are warranted by
the facts. |

An able paper on the Romanic languages of the Grisons and
Tyrol was read last Session by Dr. W. Freund, one of ou
Fellows, in consequence of which the Berlin Royal Academy of
Sciences has given him the charge of a commission to proceed, al
the Government expense, to ancient Rhaetia, to make philological
and archmological researches, so as to throw a light, by the col-
lection of new facts, upon the ancient inhabitants of Etruria, the
Grisons, the Tyrol, and the south-east of upper Italy.

The next contribution to European Ethnology during the yez
is an account of the ancient inhabitants of Yorkshire, in Mr
Phillips’ excellent work, “ On the Rivers, Mountains, and Sea-
coast of Yorkshire.” Mr. Phillips reproduces Yorkshire in the
time of the Romans, and shews its successive phases under
Anglo-Saxons and Danes. His synopsis of its history duri _'
that long period is concise and clear. In an able chapter on”
the * Races of men in Yorkshire,” Mr. Phillips says: “If; With”_u- g
regard to any real or supposed evidence of their national urigm v




Stketch of the Recent Progress of Ethnology. 11

attempt to class the actual population of Yorkshire into
atural groups, we shall find, independent of Irish immigrants,
ree main types frequently distinet, but as often confused by
nterchange of elementary features.

1. Tall, large-boned, muscular persons; visage long, angular;
omplexion fair, or florid; eyes blue or grey; hair light brown,
r reddish. Such persons in all parts of the country form a
iderable part of the population. In the North Riding, from
eastern coast to the western mountains, they are plentiful.
lue-eyed families prevail very much about Lincoln.

- 2. Person robust; visage oval, full and rounded; nose often
ightly aquiline; complexion somewhat embrowned, florid;
eyes brown, or grey; hair brown, or reddish. In the West
Riding, especially in the elevated districts, very powerful men
ave these characters.

3. Persons of lower stature and smaller proportions; visage
short, rounded; complexion embrowned; eyes very dark, elon-
gated; hair very dark. (Such eyes and hair are commonly called
black.) Individuals having these characters occur in the lower
grounds of Yorkshire, as in the valley of the Aire below Leeds,
in the vale of the Derwent, and the level regions south of York.
They are still more frequent in Nottinghamshire and Leicester-
shire, and may be said to abound amidst the true Anglians of
Norfolk and Suffolk. The physical characters here traced cannot
be, as Dr. Prichard conjectures in a parallel case in Germany,
the effect of some centuries of residence in towns, for they are
spread like an epidemic among the rural and secluded population
as much as among the dwellers in towns. Unless we suppose -
such varieties of appearance to spring up among the blue-eyed
races, we must regard them as a legacy from the Roman colonists
and the older Britons, amongst whom, as already stated, the
Iberian element was conjecturally admitted.

Adopting this latter view, there is no difficulty in regard to the
other groups. They are of North German and Scandinavian
origin, and the men of Yorkshire inherit the physical organization
and retain many of the peculiarities of language of their adven-
tarous sires. In the words employed, in the vowel sounds, the
elisions, and the construction of sentences, the Yorkshire dialects
offer interesting analogies to the old English of Shakspeare and



12 Mr. Cull's

F}Ifaucer, the Anglo-Saxon of the Chronicle, and the Norse, as
it 1s preserved to us by the Icelanders.”
Professor Phillips furnishes us with philological materials :
the study of the East Yorkshire dialect, and says: “ Investigﬁti _
of this kind (philological) must not be limited to ankshire,'a
even our dialectic peculiarities spread southward into Derbyshire
westward into Cumberland, and northward to the foot of the
Grampians. Though several dialects, or varieties of dialects, e
in Yorkshire, they appear not so different from each other when
heard, as when looked at in the disguise of arbitrary spelling.
This work of Professor Phillips must be regarded as a valuable
contribution to the Ethnology of England; and it is to be hoped
that others as well qualified will supply us with the ethnological
details of their own localities. i
Our science is indebted to John Grattan, Esq., of Belfast, for
obtaining certain ancient Irish crania from the round towers and
other places, for carefully preserving them and bringing them
under the notice of the Ethnologists at the Belfast meeting of the
British Association last year. It is not easy to overrate the im-
portance to our science of the study of crania, both ancient and™
modern. Mr. Grattan ably classed his crania in four well-defined
chronological groups, viz.
1. The Prehistoric,
2. The remote historie,
3. The Anglo-Irish, and
4. The Modern periods. .
Mr. Grattan modestly said: “To attempt to generalize upon
such imperfect data would be rash and presumptuous in the ex=
treme. Let us hope, however, that, by calling public attention to -
the value of such specimens, we may be but laying the foundation
of a collection, which, one day more extended and in better quali=
fied hands, shall do good service to science. They however il L4
trate one fact, which bears importantly upon the question of races, .
viz. the tenacity with which different types preserve their 'identi_
even through periods of time which embrace no small purtinn_'
the history of mankind.” It is with great pleasure I inform -J.i_,!:;?
that some of these crania will be figured and described in th.j-ﬂ
large work on ancient British Crania which my friend Dr.

Thurnam is now preparing for publication. &
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14 A\ My, Cull’s

A characteristic of African languages is the euphonic concorg
which was first discovered by the Rev. W. Boyce, of the *Jf::
leyan Missionary Society, and published in his Grammar of the
- Kaffir language ; but its principles have been since more fully | F. |
down by the Rev. John W. Appleyard in his more elaborate
Grammar of that language, in which its extension to other South
African languages is exhibited. |

The Yoruba language, which is not a South-African one, has
its euphonic concords, and that between the verb and the pre
noun is worthy of attention. The pronouns are, lst, *“em
2d, * iwo ;” 8d, “on,” in the nominative case ; but these nominatives

And the third person pronoun has seven forms dependent ¢
the verb’s vowel, when used in the objective case. In this wi
the pronoun is always subordinated to the verb. Now, althoug
the existence of euphonic concord connects as one link th
Yoruba with other African and chiefly South-African languages
yet at present I confess I do not see the special links whigl
will enable one to say to what group it naturally belongs.
present, however, we know but little of African philology.
need scarcely say in this Society that euphonic concords are nol
confined to African languages, as every one knows they are
found in the Celtic. .
The Rev. Dr. Koelle, of the Church Missionary Society,
lately returned from Sierra Leone with MS. vocabularies of 15
languages, and with MS. Grammars in an advanced state of com
pilation of the Bornou, and the Vei, the former of which, he
informs me, has some features in common with the Ugro-Tartariar
languages and some with the Semitic, the existence of whick
will modify our views of the Negro languages. He is ni
engaged in preparing this valuable contribution to our knowledge
of African languages for the press. Dr. Koelle informs me thal
his vocabularies do not extend to those languages spoken in the
north-east of Africa. !
The continued lingual researches of Dr. Krapf in the dialeetss
of the east and north-east of Africa; those of Mr. Appleyardin
the south of Africa from east to west, with the researches
the Negro languages of the western coast, seem to rende
lines of demarcation between them less trenchant, and to indicaté
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16 Mr. Cull's

which are locked up in those languages. Mr. Layard’s new book
Just out is the last work on ancient Assyria. In it is a transla.
tion from these cuneiform inscriptions abridged, the joint pro
duction of Mr. Layard and Dr. Hincks, of the annals of King
Sennacherib, by which he is identified with the Sennacherib
of Scripture (p. 159.)

Col. Rawlinson wrote a paper last year, containing an outline
of Assyrian history compiled from the inscriptions of Nineveh;
and also a sketch of the Assyrian Pantheon derived from the
same source. To us, as Ethnologists, the important light thrown
upon ancient geography, and the connexion of the people with
their several localities, is of equal interest to any of the Assyrian
discoveries. 'The chronology is of great value; and these,
together with the synchronisms of Biblical history, are already
clearing away some of the Ethnographical darkness which
yet enshrouds that interesting part of Asia.

Dr. Hincks read a paper at the Belfast Meeting, in September
last, of the British Association, *“ On the Ethnological bearing of
the recent discoveries in connexion with the Assyrian Inscrip-
tions,” which claims our attention. He considers the Assyrian
language to belong to a family akin to that of the Syro-Arabian
languages hitherto known rather than to that family itself. Dr
Hincks pointed out the following resemblances, or what the
Assyrian had in common with the Syro-Avabian family.

It has verbal roots, which were normally triliteral, but of
which some letters might be mutable or evanescent, whence arise
different classes of irregular verbs. These roots admit not only
the simple conjugation, but others in* which radical letters are
doubled, other letters added, or both these modifications made at
once. From these roots verbal nouns are formed, either by a
simple change of the vowels, or by the addition of letters, such
as are called, in Hebrew, Heemantic.

The Assyrian agrees with the Arabic more closely than with
any other of the Syro-Arabian family in these respects : |

Ist, In forming the conjugations, consonants are inserted =
among the radical letters as well as prefixed to them. This
takes place regularly in Arabie, but in Hebrew only when the
first radical is a sibilant. :

2d. The termination of the aorist varies as in Arabic, different
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