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And it cannot be too often repeated to the above
departments, that medical science has not pronounced
its final decision as to the pathology, the etiology, and
the medical treatment of any disease, to which the
sallor and soldier are liable; and that these two
departments have greater means, than any other
departments of state, to study these diseases, and
thereby to promote the advancement of medical science,
and thereby to beunefit the public and humanity.

They have, as a rule, well educated medical officers—
young, active, zealous—and their only wish is to be
useful. The medical officers have their patients under
strict discipline—they have them under their observation
in sickness, and in health, for years ; consequently they
are in a position to study the progress, and the result
of disease, better than the civilian mediecal practitioner.

Let the attention of the above departments be called
to these favourable circumstances; and, no doubt, they
will take advantage of thew, and again and again
anpoint medical commissions—not only to study and to
report on the pathology, the etiology, and the medical
treatment of every disease to which the sailor and
soldier are liable-—but when, and wherever, the deaths
exceed the usual ratio of mortality.

The above departments may, also, be reminded that
medical science is not an oligarchy, but a democracy,
where all men are equal.

And it may be permitted to the individual, who first
gave the idea, and who first began to form the museum
at Fort Pitt, to say that when he began this museum in
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To His Grace THE DUKE OF SOMERSET,
FirsT LOoRD OF THE ADMIRALTY.

My Lorp Dukg,

As the Secretary of State for War, has referred
my pamphlet, entitled ¢ Proofs of the Non-Existence
of a Specific Enthetic Disease,” to the Admiralty,
that I might be sent for, to ascertain what I would
advise to be done, relative to the question of the so-
called syphilitic disease in the Navy and Army.

As the Admiralty sent for me, on the 4th March last,
sought for, and accepted, my advice ; and appointed a
medical commission to study and to report if there is,
or there is not, a syphilitic virus—and if there is a
syphilitic virus, what are its pathognomonic symptoms ?

And as this is the first scientific medical commission
appointed in any country, to study, and to report, if
there is or there is not a syphilitic virus; and as this
inquiry will not only be beneficial to our country—but
to humanity.

Therefore, it is of the utmost importance, that every-
thing should be done by the above two departments,
aud by every member of the medical profession, who
has studied, and who has practised his profession as a
science, not as a trade, to assist this medical commission
to discharge the duty entrusted to them with benefit
to the human race and with credit to themselves.
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scribe only, ablution, rest, and attention to the general
health ; and watch for the result of this plan of treat-
ment for at least two years—watching over the men so
treated, whether in or out of hospital, during this time,
and carefully noting and reporting the results.

It need not be stated that it is expected that the
meetings, and that the proceedings of this Commission,
should be public; that everything said, by a witness
under examination, or by the Commission itself, should
be taken down by an experienced short-hand writer.

And that when the Commission pronounces its deci-
sion, it ought to be instructed that it must give the
facts on which it bases its decision.

The Commission does not require to be informed
what are their duties, and how they ought to proceed
to carry out their duties; yet, I entertain the hope that
they will permit me to place before them what I would
do were I in charge of this commission,

I would feel that the problem I had fo solve would
be this:—To ascertain if there is a symptom, or a train
of symptoms, pathognomonie, of a syphilitic virus,

And, of course, every witness appearing before this
Commission should clearly state what are, according to
him, the symptoms, or the proofs of symptoms, pathog-
nomonie, of a syphilitic virus.

The Commission need not be told that in our present
state of pathological knowledge, there is only one, out
of four ways, to prove the existence of a syphilitie virus.

1st—By demonstration, that an ulcer on the genitals
having a hard base, the so-called Hunterian chancre ;
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secreted by his patient’s solution of continuity, he may
lose his fingers, bis hand, or his life.

Is it not known to the medical profession, that a man
having no solution of continuity on his genitals, may
have, with impunity, sexual intercourse with a woman
having ulcers on the genitals.

And is it not known to the medical profession that
a man having the slightest solution of continuity on the
genitals, cannot, with impunity to himself, have con-
nection with a woman, even perfectly healthy.*

These facts cannot be controverted.

And since it cannot be controverted that active inflam-
mation persists in a solution of continuity for ten
or twelve days, that during these ten or twelve days,
the pus, secreted by this solution of continuity is inocul-
able; after that time it is not inoculable.

Is not Dr. Ricord aware of this, that when he tells
us that the supposed syphilitic ulcer secretes inoculable
pus, only, during the period of active inflammation, that
he is telling us, only, what happens in a non-syphilitic
uleer ; that he is giving us no proofs of the existence of
a syphilitic virus?

Therefore, I must here repeat, what I stated to Dr.

% Tt is well known to every syphilidographer that ¢ dans les maisons
de toleranca, bien organisée, Uinspection de lhomme est de rigueur,” and
if found to have the slightest solution of continuity on the genitals, he
is refused admission into the houses. This female inspector gave him
a perfectly pathological reason for this refusal—that he would injure
himself— that he would conclude that he was injured in the house—
« ot lu reputation de notre maison serait compromase,’’
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