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20 . OBSERVATIONS ON
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feelingly expressed : she said, her son’s head,
about eighteen months ago, seemed to her as
_ifit had been broken in several places ; but now
the whole is consolidated : for the detached
pieces of bone in the membranes uniting the
pieces of the brain-case, have, in the pro-
gress of ossification, adhered firmly to these
bones.

The ossification takes place. at different
times in the different sutures.

The membrane uniting the pieces of the
os frontis, is generally ossified when the child
is between its twelfth and twentieth month,

The membrane betwixt the os occipitis and
parietal bones, is not ossified until a much
later period of life ; and the sagittal and co-
ronal sutures were not ossified in the boy of
nine years of age.

The head acquires its unusual bulk, in part
frem the greater size of the pieces of thebrain-
cale, and in part alfo from the ossification of
the membranes which united the diflerent

pieces of it.
: These
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26 CASES OF
A
ted by bony matter. The p;rieta] bones were

completely ossified, except at their upper and"

anterior parts.

There are two projeétions in the forehead ;
there is a marked projection on each side of
the head, and there is a projection in the
middle of the béck-part of the he:ad, and
two smaller beneath it.

The bregma was not completely ossified ;
a bridge of bone could be distin@ly felt in
the middle of it, which was about 1% inch
in breadth at its narrowest part, and which
covered the superior longitudinal sinus ; but
on each side of the bregma there was an un-
ossified pnftiun, about two inches square. |

" The mother told me, that about eighteen
months ago the-bregnﬁa was much larger,
and also that there were other soft parts in
the back-part of the head, in which soft parts
(I make use of her own words) hard pieces
could be perceived, which conveyed the same
sensation as if the skull had been broken in

several places.
" Some
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