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But this cuftom was foon loft in the convulfions
which overthrew that empire; and it is not till
towards the middle of the twelfth century, that we
find any traces, either in hiftory or romance, of its
forming a diftin€t profeffion in papal Europe*.

It will be neceflary to trouble the Reader with a
fhort detail of the circumftances by which this
alteration was brought about; as it will enable him
to account for the inconfiderable appearance of our
early Profeffors.

When the Univerfity of Paris, the foundation
of which bad been laid by Charlemagnet, began
to afflume a more regular form under the reign of
Louis the Seventh, a Faculty of Medicine was {oon
added to the former three of Divinity, Arts, and
Decrees. In confequence of this fome able men
began to ftudy Hippocrates and Galen, whole
writings were alfo read in the public exercifes.
The novelty of thefe Lefturés occalioned many of
the Clerical Phyficians to neglett their religious
duties in order to attend them. This neglett foon
grew to fuch an excefs, that in a Council held at
Tours by Pope Alexander the Third, in 1163,
the following mandate was iffued: Statumus wui
aulli omnino poft votum religionis, et poft  faclam
in aliquo loco profeffionem Ap Prysicam, legefve

mundanas

# Pafquicr, p. 818. + Bulxi Hift. Univ. Par, Tom. 1
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entircly to them, for the reafon before affigned, as
we learn from Brunus and Lanfranc, the latter of
whom was by birth a Milanefe, Several of thefe
came over to France at different periods, where
they praflifed with confiderable fuccefs and re-
putation. However, that they did not confine them-
felves entirely to Surgery, is exceedingly evident
from their writings.

How far this regulation in the fchool, or Uni-
verfity as we muft now call it, of Salernum, might
influence the minds .of the French Surgeons
to feck for an eftablilhment, I cannot fay;
but it was, in all probability, about this period
that Louis IX. commonly called St. Louis, who
had accuftomed himfelf to affift in drefling the
wounds of his foldiers, firft incorporated the Sur-
geons of Paris. After the mandate of Pope Alex-
ander had been repeated by Honorius III. the
clerical phyficians more frequently gave advice in
the churches; efpecially in the . church of Notre
Dame, where the Surgeons attended to receive .
their dire€tions about fome of their patients, and to
drefs the fores of fuch as came thither. At length
St Louis, thinking the Surgeons deferving of
more refpef, than merely to be confidered as
the {cholars and underlings of . the Phyficians,
conftituted them into a College, or Confrairie,
- about the year 1268, in honour of St Colme

and St, Damien; and in the church confecrated
to
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Louis, Philip the Brave, and Philip the Fair, ob.
tained an edi€t from the latter in the year 1311,
by which he was empowered to affemble with the
Mafters in Surgery ; to compel all pra&titioners in
that art to appear before him, to be examined re.
fpetling their qualifications; to grant licences to

fuch as were of competent-abilities, and to take them

before the Provolt of Paris to be fworn. The Pro- -

volt being at the fame time authorized to punifh all
who dared to praftife within the city and lieutenancy
of Paris, without having firft obtained this fanétio
from John Pitard, or his fucceflors in office. = This
editt was repeated with fome {light alterations by
King John in 1352, and againin 1355 ; and after-
wards by Charles V., who while he was Regent had
enrolled his own name among the lift of their
“members*; and who finally determined in the year
1372, that the Surgery of the Barbers, for the
future, fhould be confined to dreffing boils, bruifes,
and open wounds which were not mortal, but might
become fo without timely affiftancet. '

During the whole of this period France was the
principal feminary of Englifh learning, and the
fource of Englifh cuftoms. Still,

« Gallia cauflidicos docuit facunda Britannost.”

Our

* His fucceflor Louis XIII. did the fame in 1615;
:he year after he was declared of age by the Regent.

+ Pafquier ut fupra—Appendix to the Recherches {ur
}'Origine, &c. de la Chirurgie. t Juven, Sat, XV,
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During the reign of Queen Elizabeth, profecu-
tions were {requently commenced by the College
of Phyficians againft members of the Surgeons
Company for prattifing phyfic ; which they were
confidered as doing, whenever they prefcribed in-
ternal medicines, even in Chirurgical cafes. Ac-
cording to the dottrine then maintained, if a man
had but a boil on his nofe, he muft have a Sur-
geon to apply a plaifter, a Phyfician to order him
a purge,and an Apothecary to put it up—greatly
to the relief of his pocket, and the good order of
“the profeffion. However, it muft be mentioned
that the College were atthorifed by law to prac-
tife Surgery; and a Surgical Leture had been
founded there by Lord Lumley and Dr. Caldwall
about the year 1582, which had been of great pub-
lic utility* ; while Surgery was very imperfettly
taught by the members of the Company at that -
time, either as individuals or asa body. The Sur-
geons not only then, but for a long time after,
were very inattentive to that true foundation of
good Surgical Praélice, aknowledge of the theory
of medicine: And this neglect led them to admit
feveral, perhaps many, into their number, who
were extremely ignorant in this refpect, and who
were merely acquainted with the general anatomy

of

# It was at this leGure Harvey firft made public his
difcovery of the circulation. Vid. Goodall’s Epiltle
Dedicatory. Alfo the Life of Harvey prefixed to the
College edition of his works,
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It was now high time for the Surgeons Company
to look about them; for whatever Jenkins might
be, and it is very clear what he was, this de-
cifion went againft the members of the Company at
large, and degraded them into the fervility of the
molt dependent hirelings. But King James fhortly
after coming to the throne of England, they ap-
plied for a new Charter, and obtained it on the
goth of January, 1604.

This entrufted the examination of all who fhould
praflife Surgery within three miles of London to
the Mafter and two of the afliftants, being Sur-
geons, and admitted all who where approved by
them, ¢ ad. exercicium, ufum, et praélicam mifiere five
« artis preedicte, omnibus neceffariis et falubribus viis
¢ et modis convententibus, TAM INTERNIS QUAM EX-
€ TERNIS MEDICINIS, artem five mifteriam Chirur-
« gicam concernentibus, fecundum experienciam, cogni-
5 cionem et _fcienciam corundem,” &c.

By this Charter the Court of Affiftants was firft
appointed. They were to be twenty-fix in number,
and to hold their office for life, unlefs fome rea-
fonable ground fhould occur for their removal.
It was not however determined that any fixed
number of the Court of Affiftants fhould be Sur-
geons, and therefore the Malfters were diretted,
every year, before the expiration of their office, to
choofe twelve perfons out of the Affiftants and com-

monalty,
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very quick in its advances. Only a fmall progrefs
was therefore made in Chirurgical knowledge for
the following fifty years; when Mr. Richard Wife-
man, Serjeant Surgeon to King Charles II. pub-
lifhed his eight treatifes, and ﬁrft gave luftre to
Surgery in England.

By this time a number of events had taken place,
which greatly favoured the fuccefls of his exertions.
Europe had aflumed a new charafter: Science was
rifing with refiftlefs fplendor to diffipate the clouds
which bad fo long obfcured her; and medicine,
before a rude and almoft pathlefs defert, began to
wear the appearance of cultivation, and to invite,
nay to command, attention.

The writings of Lord Bacon had not only been
the means of advancing f{cience in general, by
exploding the hopothetical fyfiems received in his
time, but had been peculiarly beneficial to medicine.
With great accuracy and difcernment he pointed
out its defe€ts, and fhowed the neceffity of obferving
his own rules in all future attempts to improve it.
His obfervations on this {fubjeét* deferve the re-
peated perufal of every {tudent,

Taught by the dofirine of fo great a mafter,

Sydenham applied himfelf to the obfervation of
morbid

* De Augment, Scient, Lib, IV. ¢, 2.
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nleful and important information.  About this
period allo, the celebrated Heifter, who was Pro-
feffor of Surgery, firft in the Univerfity of Altorf;
and afterwards in that of Helmftadt, rendered an
important f{ervice to his brethren and to mankind, -
by publithing his {yltem of Surgery. In compiling
this able work, he carefully colletted and arranged
the obfervations of others, in his own and former
times ; and added to them whatever an excellent
underftanding, and a large field of experience, had
{uggefted to himfelf.

The part which England had borne in the troubles
of the continent, and the difturbed ftate of her
own internal affairs, produced too much occafion
for the more frequent employment of Surgeons in -
" this country: Their number therefore was increafed,
and a few attained to confiderable eminence, among
whom Mr. Chefelden deferves principally to be
mentioned. To him we are indebted for a con-
{iderable improvement in feveral capital operations;
and for inflrufting our inftrument makers in an
art, which has now attained to great perfettion ; the
moft important inftruments being imported from
France before his time.

Still however fnany circumftances exifted which
rendered it almbft impoffible for the Surgeons in
England to keep pace with their brethren’in France.

There were at-that time ‘but two hofpitals in Lon-
don
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But to return from this digreﬂion.—-—Surgery
was now rapidly improving in England, Anato-
my was taught in feveral parts of the City of Lon-
don by profeflors of confiderable ability. Several
new hofpitals had been ereéted, and in all of them
the education of pupils was admitted. The good
effe€ts of thefe charitable inftitutions were every
where vifible, by the firiking recoveries of pa-
tients who were fent up to them from all parts of
the country, in cafes formerly confidered as al-
moft certainly fatal. The public mind was there«
fore difpofed to think favourably of an art, by
the perfettion of which every one might look for
relief, under a large and affli¢ting portion of the
fufferings common to humanity,

Thefe circumftances, together with the rank the
French Surgeons had obtained, could not but in-
creafe the defire of thofe in London to break off
their connettion with the Barbers, which was now
become more irkfome and degrading than ever.
The right to freedom of the city by birth* had
introduced men of all employments into the com-
pany--not only Barbers, but Bagnio-keepers,
Drapers, Carpenters--—-

¢ Black Spirits and White,
¢ Blue Spirits and Grey.”

Added

# This right belonged to the children of the Barbers:
But the Surgeons were admitted by examination only.
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They were to elect members out of theé company
at large to fill up vacancies in their own number
and perfons from among themfelves to fill vacan=
cies in the Court of Examiners. They were alfo
to choofe annually one principal Mafter or Go-
vernor, and two other Governors or Wardens ;
and nine members of the Court of Affiftants, with

two of the Governors, formed a quorum for the
tran(aétion of bufinefs.

One of the firft things to which the Court of
Affiftants applied themfelves after the pafling of
this aft, was the formation of new bye-laws; in
doing which they paid an efpecial regard to the
relief of theyounger members, by abolithing many
expenfive offices, and leflening the admiffion fees:
So that the freedom of the company, with all its
privileges, was fhortly to be obtained with lefs
than one quarter of the expence it had formerly
coft. No reftraint was laid on any of the members
to prohibit them from taking thofe fteps by which
they could either gain or communicate informa-
tion; and a general {pirit of exertion prefently dif-
fufed itfelf, which foon enabled the Surgeons of
London to rival their brethren on the continent®.

Thofe who were appointed to attend the differ-
ent hofpitals which had been eftablifhed, not only
_attained from their fituation a confiderable degree
of publicity, whichis always a {pur to attiveminds,

but

# Gataker, ut fupra,
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“them from thofe which are conquerable by more
gentle means; to afcertain the moment when the
knife fhould be employed, and to determine un-
der what circumiftances, and with what medical
treatment it may be ufed to the greateft advantage;;
to know precifely in what the operation itfelf
fhould confift, what fhould be attempted before
it, and what ought to follow after; this is the
Surgeon’s longeft, and his hardeft tafk.

To animate his brethren in this important duty,
and to fet an example of it worthy their imitation,
was the greatand {uccefsful endeavoar of the late
Mr. Pott. Born with a mind penetrating, firong,
“and comprehenfive, conceiving in very early life
a predominant attachment tohis profeflion, {paring
no pains to become intimately acquainted with the
principles on which it is built, and to avail him-
felf of the obfervations of thofe who had {tudied
it before him, he was enabled to mark with preci-
fion what pafled under his own eye, and to reafon
with accuracy- from canfe to effeét: Hence his
judgment became prompt, becaufe it was in-
formed ; and firm, becaufe it was clear.

Mr. Pott therefore was eminently fitted to im-
prove and to adorn the Science of Surgery. Not
by the hafty {pirit of a daring and conceited inno-
vator ; but by an habit of patient attenticn to the

operations of nature, and a carcful deduétion of
her
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merated, fo foon forgotten?—Have they toiled
fo hard to extend health and eafe to the beds of
affli€tion, that after all, while their afhes are yet
fcarce cold in their graves, the art they have
honoured, enriched, and ennobled, thould be treated
with {corn, where it looked for proteétion ?—

But it is paft—It cannotbe recalled—Surely it
will not be repeated. —

It is worthy of remark that the focieties of Sur-
geons in Edinburgh and Dublin have both been
incorporated as Colleges without any hefitation ;
and that the latter in particular has received, (as
‘it certainly well deferved toreceive) aliberal fupply
of money from government to carry its purpofes
into effett; while the fociety in London, the parent
of them both, and older by more than three cen-
turies than the latter, has hitherto been confounded
with trading companies, and unable to confer any
degree of rank on its members, beyond that of
ordinary artifans: And yet, without any affiftance
from government, nay chiefly by their exertions as
private individuals, they have wholly reformed the
practice of Surgery, and have been the inftruments
of as great, if not greater benefit to the public,
than the members of any fimilar inftitution in
Europe,

Their




( 6t )

Their having been paffed over fo long, cannot
be a reafon why they fhould ftill be negletted.
They hope they have deferved the rank they foli-
cit, before they afk for it; and do not requeft it
merely as an inducement to future exertions. It
is of greateft moment however in this latter
view*: For in order to keep up the vigour and
perfeétion of any {cience, it muft be permitted to
hold out the ufual encouragements for men of
talents and property to devote themfelves to it.
Thefe encouragements are rank and fortune, The
latter is given by the public, to fuch asare honoured
with its confidence; but the former can only be
given by the higher orders of the State, for they
only have it to beftow.

The

*# This is not an aflertion upon mere theory. It is
decided by experience.—The advancement of Surgery in
Scotland, fince the foundation of the College in Edin-
burgh is well known. But there were many favourable
circumftances to concur with it. It is more {triking in
Dublin, where every thing was begun de novo, and
where, it appears to me, the form of the inflitution 1s far
more perfeét.—** Since we have been formed into a
* College” (fays a Surgeon of the firft rank and eminence
in that city, in a letter to me lately) *¢ our profeflion has
* improved moft rapidly—~PREVIOUS TO THE YEAR
** 1730, it was not held in much eftimation; nor, to {peak
*“ truly and fairly, did it deferve it : Now I may truly
*“ venture to aflert, that in every branch of our profeflion
“ we are not inferior to our neighbours.”

It further proof is wanting, let any judicious and im- -
partial perfon read the Memoirs of the Royal Academy
of Surgery at Paris, and by them decide whether I have
over-rated this part of the argument,
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are common to all mankind: to the high, and to the
low; to the rich, and to the poor; to the feeble,
the ftrong, and the proud. The patronage of Sur-
gery, therefore, is a common caufe—It is that in
which every individual is perfonally interefted:
For onits perfeétion or decay, the enjoyment, the
prolongation, or the lofs of his life, may depend.

I know very well there is a propenfity in all men
to aggrandize their own profeffion—It is a natural
infirmity, But this will furely be allowed—that’
whatever can call into aétion the beft and brighteft
faculties of the human mind, without debafing its
mora' worth—that profeffion, be it whatever it may,
demands the refpeét, and the recompenfe of fociety.

Whether or not Surgery will abide this teft, it
needs only common fenfe to determine,

If, as has juft been obferved, Surgery includes
the treatment of external difeafes, and fuch ef-
fects-of internal ones, as require manual opera-
tion, it is eafy to perceive thatitis built exallly on
the fame foundation, and requires the fame degree
of knowledge as Phyfic; of which it is unqueftion-
ably the moft ancient and effential part. Indeed
they were always blended in the praétice of thofe
famous men of old, feveral of whom were deified
and adored by a people, ignorant, is is true, of relr-
giom,

-
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The latter requires a degree of pmfeiﬁonal ex-
perience, and knowledge of the world, which is
not the lot of every man; and perhaps it will not
be ealy to find a better way of making this point
{ecure, thanby leaving the choicein queftionto thofe,
who have been themfelves eletted in like manner,
and for like purpofes, and who are bound by an
oath todifcharge the duties of their office, ¢ without
$ favour or affettion.”

I apprehend twenty-one perfons of this defcrip-
tion muit be fully competent to every neceffary
purpofe. Not that there is any peculiar charm in
this number; but it is the old one, and where bufi-
nefs can be fafely tranfated by a few, it is im-
proper to commit it to more; not only becaufe it
will be tranfafted with lefs confufion and diforder
by a few, but becaufe it is more likely a few who
are properly qualified, may always be found, than
a greater number. It can do us no harm if more
are qualified than are wanted to att; but it will do
us a great deal, if more be appointed to aft,
than are properly qualified.

One principal plea for increafing the num.
. ber of officers, has been this—That it would
have a greater tendency to promote emulation
among the ‘members, I very much doubt the
validity of this affertion: For the more the num- .
ber of officers is increafed, the lefs is the rank and

importance of ecach, It feems more calculated to
promote
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it—This was a truth well known to our barbarous

forefathers, and it may hereafter ftart up again as a
new difcovery.

Of the bye-laws hitherto in force, one has been
the {ubjett of very fevere animadverfion; namely,
the eighth. By this it is ordained, « That no per-
% fon praétifing as an apothecary, or following any
% other trade or occupation befides the profeflion
« or bufinefs ofa Surgeon, fhall be capable of being’
¢ chofen into the Court of Affiftants; or if he
¢« {hould be one of the Court of Affiftants, be
& eligible to the office of Mafter or Examiner.”

It muft readily be feen this law refers only to the
offices, and'not to the fellow/hip of the College, or
Corporation. For to the latter, Pralitioners in
Pharmacy are equally admitted, with thofe who
devote themfelves wholly to Surgery; and are
equally protefied in the enjoyment of whatever
confidence the public may honour them with. The
point therefore to be confidered, is—Whether there
are any good reafons for confining The Govern-
‘ment of a College of Surgeons, in the metropolis of a
great kingdom, to thofe who are Surgeons only, and
do not intermeddle with inferior branches of prac-
tice ?

I apprehend if a fimilar queftion were afked, in
relation to any other profeflion whatever, there

would only one anfwer be given,
The





















