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TO THE GOVERNORS
OF THE

GENERAL DISPENSARY,
Alversgate Street,

FOR THE RELIEF OF THE SICK POOR,

INSTITUTED 1770.

m——

““ When viee prevails and impious men bear sway,
The post of honour is a private station.”
Fide Dr. Roberts's Speech upon his Resignation.

My Lorps, LADIES, AND (GENTLEMEN,

How far the above quotation of Doctor ROBERTS
can be applied, either to the Governors of the Institu-
tion or its late Medical Officers, it is not for us, the
undersigned members of the Committee, to decide -
it is sufficient to give the Doctor the benefit of it, as
he is probably the best entitled to it, and confine our.
selves to the task of answering the charges which have
been made against the Committee by him and by his
coadjutors, Drs. BIRKBECK, CLUTTERBUCK, and LAMBE,
and Surgeons Sarmon and CouLson, and this we do
very reluctantly, having no ambition to figure before the
public either as authors, or as the antagonists of those
who are so much better entitled to that distinetion,
and it is only to protect the Institution, (for the benefit
of those who are driven to seek relief from it,) and to
repel the attacks which the Medical Officors have
thought proper to make upon the Committee, and
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In recommending the alteration of the law under
which the Governors were in future to vote for the
election of Officers, the Committee did not do so
without the subject having previously undergone many
discussions in the Committee, at which some of the
Medical Officers were generally present, and took a
part in the proceedings, and all of them might have
been, as they were regularly summoned with the rest
of the Committee for the purpose ; and it is here right
to state that the subject was taken up in the course of
a general revision of the laws, and the Committee be-
came convinced of the necessity of an alteration being
made in the privilege of voting, their attention being
called to the comparatively small increase of Subseri-
bers in the years 1828, 1829, 1830, and 1831, as com-
pared with previous years, as the following statement
will show :—

In 1825 there was an increase of . ..... 43
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In 1832, in consequence of the exertions made that
year by the Committee in getting up a public dinner,
at which Lord MorrETH presided, the numbers were
imereased from 18 to 34.

The Committee could not also but be surprised to find
how few of the Governors had attended the last three
elections of the Medical Officers ; and how it happened,
that, upon the vacancies being declared, gentlemen
who were desirous of offering themselves as candidates
were deterred under this now favourite law from ean-
vassing the Governors, stating that they found, upon
the beginning of their canvass, that the votes of the
Governors had been so far secured, previously to the
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for new Subseribers to Vote by Proxy, from six months
to two months, allowing, however, any person to at-
tend and vote personally, who should become a Gover-
nor seven days before the E.]E.(ttil}ll; But, to prevent
any improper use of the Proxy Votes, all Elections
must take place, and the vacancies be filled up, within
sia weelks after such vacancies have occurred. And it
is upon the latter alteration, carried by the Votes of
86 Governors against 47, leaving a majority of 39,
that the Medical Officers have grounded their com-
plaints against the Institution.

W e might, however, assign another reason for their
bitterness ; which is, that at the time the above alter-
ation was made, a regulation was also added, as an
additional security to Candidates, declaring * every
person to be incompetent to be a Candidate, who,
either directly or indirectly, shall solicit, or autho-
rize, or permat any person to solicit, the Vote of any
Governor in his favour previously to the notification
of the vacancy by public advertisement;’ and to
prevent the fears expressed by the Medical Officers
being realised, that under the new regulations incom-
petent persons might be elected by the weight of their
purse, a rule was introduced by the Committee, and
passed into a Law by the Governors, «“ That no per-
- son shall be eligible as a Candidate for any Medical
Office. whose testimonials shall mot have been pre-
viously approved of by the Medical Committee.”
So that, if any incompetent person should, by any
chance, succeed in getting himself elected, he conld
only do so, by neglect of duty on the part of the Me-
dical Committee, in reporting a Candidate eligible,
who, by the laws of the Churity, is declared to be in-
eligible.

Notwithstanding the alteration of the rule, as re-
gards the future right of voting, has given so much
apparent offence to the Medical Officers of this Insti-
tulion, a similar regulation, but without the same
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time, recommend: the only boon offered upon their
retirement being, that they would see, at their own
houses, ¢hose persoms then wpon their books. And
not content with their threat of resignation, but they
must add to it an insult to the Committee, by stating,
that to remain in office with them, was incompatible
with utility to the Dispensary, a due regard for the
dignity of the Medical profession, and a just respect
for their own characters. Although we could, as mem-
bers of that Committee, with feelings of dignity equal
to any of the Medical profession, and with equal
respect for their own characters, repel with indigna-
tion the insinuations thrown out against the Com-
mittee, we will, in merey to the dignity of the profes-
sion, so virtuously represented by the authors of the -
paragraph, refrain from doing so. We may, however,
be permitted to observe, that if the dignity of the Me-
dical profession consist in attacking the characters of
private individuals,—if it consist in holding out threats
of resigning charitable appointments, because they
cannot have the patronage of appointing their succes-
sors,—I1f it consist in endeavouring to prevent the
streams of charity from flowing, except through mo-
tives of interest,—if it consist in deserting the poor
and the wretched supplicants, leaving them to the
chance of obtaining relief from others,—if it consist
in charging individuals with exercising their public
trusts in acts of “ Favouritism” and * Inconsistency,”
which cannot be proved, then, indeed, will these oen-
tlemen entitle themselves to be the champions of their
order, and maintain a just respeet for their own cha-
racters.

We presume it was to maintain their dignity, and in
Justice to their own characters, that, in the same Cir
cular they venture to make the following charges :—
*“ We acknowledge that many heneficial changes might
“be made in the laws of the Dispensary, yet you may
“probably think with us that it is somewhat remark -
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Institution with Drugs, it was the Cqmn}ittee “'h‘_’*
Twenty Years ago, made the application to his
house, and that in accordance with a Recommenda-
tion signed by three Medical Oﬂif:i—:l‘&, Dr. IEIRKBE.CK
and Dr, CLurTERBUCK being two of theip; and yet, with
all these facts, these two gentlemen, with D'+r. LaMBE
and Dr. Roperts, and the two Surgeons, in support
of the dignity of the Medical Profession, cooly and
deliberately publish to the world that Mr. Herring
and other Members of the Committee, through ¢ Fa-
vouritism,”” have been permitted to supply D.rugs and
other articles to the Institution contrary to its Laws.
And then Dr. CLurTERBUCK. in his ingenious Letter,
published in the Times Paper, on the 16th Instant,
affects to be surprised that Mr. HERRIN!E should ex-
press any displeasure at the statement which had been
thus publicly made, with his, Mr. HERRING’S, name
attached to it, admitting, however, that there was no
foundation for the charge, adding “no one snspects
* or doubts that Mr. HERRING has acted in any other
“ way than honourably, in his manner of supplying
“ Drugs to the Dispensary.” But no sooner has tha
worthy Doctor attempted to heal one wound than he
opens another; for, in the same Letter, and before
the ink of his recantation is dry, he charges the Com-
mittee with an act of “ Favouritism” to Mr. Herring,
In permitting him to have a Steam Engine upon his
own Premises adjoining to the Dispensary : the Engine,
be it known, having been erected for a period of up-
wards of Sixteen Years. at which time only three of
the present Committee were members, Dr. Birksrck
and Dr. CLurTERBUCK being two of the three.
Another of Dr. CrLurTERBUCK'S charges of * Fa.
vouritism” against the Committee, is that of having
permitted Mr. Smith, the late Treasurer, to open a
private Door, for the use of his tamily, in the common
Passage leading from Aldersgate Strect to the Dis.
pensary, which Door was opened by permission of the






13

nors, to be appointed at a General Meeting, only one
of whom 1is to be of the (Committee.

Another of Dr. CLUTTERBUCK’s sertous charges is,
that at the ordinary General Meetings, when the Com-
hittesy are ap‘pointed, seldom any of thf;: (Governors
are present, except those of the Cr_::mmlttee, conse-
quently they vote for their own appointment. This is
a grievance the Committee would cheerfully see re-
moved ; and we are among those who hope the Go-
vernors will feel the force of the Doctor’s remark, and
in future be more constant in their attendance, being
quite sure that the oftener they attend, the more satis-
fied they will be with the general government of the
Institution, and the appropriation of their bounty;
and, as so many charges have been brought against
the Committee we invite the Governors to institute an
inquiry into our conduct and proceedings, and satisfy
themselves, by a personal examination of facts, whether
the charges which have been made by the late Medical
Officers, or any one of them are well or ill founded.
At the same time, we think that those charges, whe-
ther just or unjust, which do not refer to those altera-
tions which are said to affect the dignity of the Medical
profession, would have come with a much better grace
either before the Committee, of which the Medical
Officers were Members, or before the Governors at a
General Meeting, instead of being made, as they have
been, the subject of a Letter in a public Newspaper.

In answering, as we have been called upon to do,
the charges which have been made against the Go-
vernors, and against the Committee, we have not
intended any disrespect to the general body of the
Medical Profession ; on the contrary, we acknowledge,
as we are bound to do, that no class of Society con-
tains Gentlemen of more honourable feelings, or more
ready to devote their talents to the relief of their
necessitous fellow-creatures, or men more desirous
of aiding the philanthrophist in the support of those






