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ON THE

EFFICACY OF THE/SECALE CORNUTUM

IN

HEMORRHAGE AND LEUCORRH(EA,/AND ON ITS EFFECTS IN GONORRH(EA.

BY G. NEGRI, M.D,,
Read before the Medical Society of London, Monday, Nov. 25, 1833.

G ENTLEMEN,—Since the action of secale cor-
nutum on the uterine system attracted the par-
ticular attention of ohstetric practitioners, and
has been successfully employed in cases of
long protracted labours, Dr. Atlee, of Phila-
delphia, Professor Bigieschi, and Dr. Ballar-
dini in Italy, as well as Dr. Guillemont in
France, have recommended it as the most effi-
cient remedy to arrest menorrhagia, when
occasioned by want of uterine contraction
after labour. Dr. Shalleross recommended
it also in those uterine hmemorrbages, which
originate from a partial detachment of the
placenta; whilst Profassor Dewees expressed
his belief, that it might be efficacious in hze-
morthages in general. In the London Me-
dival and Physical Journal for May, 1829, a
case of menorrhagia, cured by that remedy,

after three months' trial, was related by Dr.

Marshall Hall, who found it also beneficial in
lencorrhoea.

From all these facts Dr. Spajrani, who had
already successfully employed the ergot of rye
in several instances of leucorrhoea, was induced
to try its efficacy in other uterine hemarrhages,
not immediately connected with parturition.
After the favourable result of his first experi-
ments, he extended the use of the ergot of rye
to any other hmmorrhages proceeding from
different mucous textures, both in male and
female. -

The result of Dr, Spajrani’s observations on
this subject was published in the fasciculus for
March, 1830, of Omodei's drnali Universaii
di Medecina ¢ Chirurgia.  In that interesting
publication are related eight cases of menor-
rhagla;_ four cases of what he calls uterine
cangestion ; two of epistaxis ; five of hamop-
:ﬂ:; m_ll_dt_lt;':w of hmmaturia. (A correct ac-

of this essay was published in Th
Lancet for Fehrunr;, lﬁﬁl{u e

Another publication, on the same subject,
appeared in the following number for Ma
and June, 1830, by Dr. Pignacca. It contains
two cases of menorrhagia and two:of hremop.-
Lyss, successfully treated with the secale cor-
nutam ; and in the fasciculus for February and

March, 1831, of the same Italian periodical,
two other papers were published, one by Dr.
Gabini and the other by Dr. Bazzoni. The
first contains three cases of menorrhagia; one
of heematemesis; one of pneumorrhagia; and
two of epistaxis, one of which occurred in a
woman affected with acute scurvy, and accom-
anied with all the other symptoms of what
Eas been called purpura hemorrhagica.  Dr.
Bazzoni's publication contains an account of
eight cases of leucorrheea, treated with the
erzot of rye, in which it afforded great benefit
in arresting the white discharge, even in in-
stances considered of an incurable nature from
organic malignant disease of the womb, -

We have read since, in The Lancet for
March 10, 1833, an account of an ** admirable
essay™ on the use of ergot of rye in menor-
rhagia, published in the Bulletin Général de

hérapentique, by MM. Trousseaux et Mai-
soneuve,

A case of heemoptoe in a man, cured by the
same medicine by Dr. Lanyon, was published
in The Lancet, April 13, 1833 ; and another
of menorrhagia in a woman, aged 60, by Dr.
Bright, was lately published in The Lancet for
June 15th, together with an article by Mr. H.
A. O'Slea, * on the anti-hamorrhagic effects of
the ergot of rye on the male,” in which he
states, “that, in corroboration of what was
published by Dr. Lanyon, he (Mr. O'Slea))
employed that medicine with the same view
forthe last two years, with invariable success,”
and concludes, that “ the adoption of this prac-
tice arose from reading an article on the same
subject, published in a number of The Lancel,
some time m {le year 1831 ™

In all this time we had onrselves a favour-
able opportunity of trying the efficacy of the
secale cornutum in different instances of me-
norrhagia and lencorrhora; and with the view
of ascertaining its modus operandi; we tried
it also, we think for the first time, in gonor-
rheea, both in female and male. In bringing
before this Society the result of our experience
on thizs subject, it is not to believe we intend
to proclaim the secale cornntum as an infallible
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fel€ quite well. Has not been regular the pre-
ceding month, but had some pain in the groins
and loins, with great general debility. These
symptoms were followed by heemorrhage from
the rectumn, which - continued at intervals up
to this day. Had previously taken some
opening medicine without any relief. Five
grains of the secale to be taken every four
hours.

16th. Since she has began to take the pow-
ders, finds the hmmorrhage much abated.
Pergat.
23rd. Has had no hemorrhage since the
20th. The menses returned on the 21st, and
she feels now quite comfortable.  The powders
were repeated, to be taken occasionally, and
she was afterwards discharged.

- Case1V.—Excessive Menstruation.—-Mary
Forest, age 40, married, was admitted on the
19th of July, 1832.
~ She has had for the last cighteen months a
very profuse bloody discharge at the menstrual
eriods, which mever, till lately, continued

runger than five days. She was regular about
three weeks ago, when the hiemorrhage reap-
peared with great violence, and continued un-
abated for the last seventeen days. Has pain
in her back and groins, and complains of gene-
ral debility. Her pulse was very quick and
empty. Five grains of the secale to be taken
every three or four hours., °

23rd. She feels much better. After taking
three powders she had violent headach and
giddinéss, which kept on increasing as she took
them, and felt a kind of contraction, or, as she
expressed it, *° a sense of bearing down of the
womb.” She continued the powders up tothe
night of the 20th. The hemorrhage entirely
ceased on the morning of the same day. After
omitting the powders her head got better.
The secale was ordered in pills, and in smaller
doses, only to be taken twice a day. As she
was complaining of great general debility, a
little camphor mixture, with small dose of the
sulphate of quinine, was ordered to be taken
occasionally in the course of the day.

30th. She is %_:;‘mg on better ; had no more
hmmorrhage. er bowels being costives
opening pills were ordered, and wished o

have a blister behind her neck to relieve her -

head. She was discharged the following day
of attendance. .

Case V.—Menorrhagia fullowing  Leu-
«corrheea.—Sarah Scanterbury, qrﬁ', mar-
ried, was admitted on the 26th ;‘ig July, 1832,
Has had leucorrheea as long as she can recol-
lect; hasmiscarried nine times; her last preg-
nancy was about three years ago; a month
sinceé was unwell, and the mensirual discharge
was unusually profuse ; it returned again in a
Hortnight, and 1t has reappeared this morning,
July 26th, this being the third time within
five weeks. - She fecls weak, and has pains in
ber groins and back; no medicine has been

Aaining any good effect on the disease.

previously taken. Five grains of the secale
to be taken every four hours.

30th. The bloody discharge continued from
Thursday, the 26th, till Saturday, the 28th,
when it entirely ceased. It has not returned,
and she feels now much better. The secale
was suspended, and only some cremor tartar.
ordered to be taken as an imperial drink.

2nd. She is going on very well. The
same saline aperient was ordered to be taken
taken occasionally, and was discharged the
following day .of attendance.

- Case VI.— Hematemesis.—Elizabeth Pil-
cher, aged 10, in June; 1832, was in good
health, Her illness was caused through hav-
ing been violently pressed round the waist by
a man, who frightened her very much. This
produced pain in the right hypochondrium,
extending towards the epigastric region, and
was followed by a sense of sickmess at first,
then vomiting of the contents of the stomach,
and afterwards of pure blood. She had con-
tinued in that state up to the day of her ad-
mission, the 30th of July, 1832, If pressure
1s made over the right hypochondrium, which
‘has been very tender since the commencement
of her illness, the hamorrhage ensues imme-
diately. She was not under our care till the
10th of the following month of September, but
had not found any relief from the usual means
which were employed from the time of her
admission. I thought this a good case to try
the effect of the secale ; therefore, after having
nsed some mild opening medicine, on the 13th
of Seplember, three grains of the secale were
ordered to be taken three times a-day.

This remedy was repeated the 17th and 20th
of the same month, but without producing
any .effect in arresting the hmmorrhage. It
was then disconlinued, and other Mmeans
‘were adopted, The greatest benefit was ob-
tained by the sulphale of iron mixed with
kino. On the 28th of February, 1833, she

‘was discharged, having been more than a

month quite free from any hemorrhage.

She remained well for about ten days, when
having accidentally struck with violence her
right side against a chair, the pain in the right
hypochondrium and vomiting of blood returned.
‘She came back in consequence to St. Johu's
Dispensary on the 7th of March, 1833, and
was admitted under our care.  Different reme-

‘dies were ennFoned, which were found bene-

ficial on the former occasion, but without ob-
We
then thought proper to have recourse again to
ithe secale cornutum, but administered in larger
and more frequent doses. Therefore on the
28th of March we ordered six grains of the
secale to be given every third or second hour.
After having taken six powders, the sickness,
the vomiting of blood, and the pain in the
riiht hypochondrinm left her.  She continued
taking: them at longer intervals for several
days, without giddiness or any other un-
pleasant symptoms arising from the medicine.
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tinued for half an hour, when she appﬁnd toa
surgeon, who put plugs intothe anterior nares,
but the bleeding continued through the pos-
terjor the whole of {he night, more or less. On
the following morning (Saturday) she was
bled from the arm to about a pint, and took
some opening medicine. The hmmorrhage,
however, continued at intervals aH I.!mt day
and. throughout the night, but not so violently
-as before.

On Sunday morning the heemorrhage, after
having ceased for a little while, returned
about thesame hour as on the preceding day,and
continued more or less all the day, and in the
evening it was very much increased, and went
on bleeding at intervals almost all the night.

On Monday morning (August 19th), about
noon, the bleeding came on very freely; she
thinks she lost about half a pint of blood in a
quarter of an hour.

When we saw her it was about one o’clock
P. M., at which time the h@zmorrh was
very active. She was very pale and weak,
her pulse quick and small. Six grains of
the secale cornutum were ordered to Le given
immediately (one o'clock p. m.), and to be re-
peated every quarter of an hour. She was
directed to sit down in the apothecary’s ropm,
with the view of ascertaining the result.

At a quarter past one the he2morrhage was
very much abated ; she was then complaining
of being very faint; a second dose was given,
and five minutes after, namely, twenty minutes
from the first exhibition of the remedy, the
hemorrhage had entirely ceased. Another
powder was given at half-past one, and a
fourth at two o'clock. She was then sent
‘home, and directed to take one powder only
every hour till six o’clock in the evening, and
il no hemorrhage re-appeared to take one of
them every three hours.

August 20th. We visited the patient at her
own_house, and found her lying down com-
fortably. She stated that she had been free
from hmmorrhage since she took the second
dose at the Dispensary, and now feels only
very weak. The powders were continued at
Jdonger intervals. s '

22nd. She was well, and had seen only a
few drops of blood the same day I visited
her, after having pinched her nose, hut ceased
directly afler taking one of the powders.
No remedy was ordered. She returned on
the IGth of September, when, being quite
well, was discharged cured.

This case was witnessed by our colleagues,
Dr. Ryan, Mr. Jenkins, ang Mr. Nettlefold,
the at:ﬂiaun-gputhe?ry of our Institution, who
gave the medicine himself to the pati
Slhil e to the patient, and

Case XI.— Hemopige, — Jeremiah Sams,
@t 20, a cabinet-maker. Four months pre-
viously he had a cough, with a slight expec-
toration in the morning, which was generally
of a greenish colour. Six weeks ago he ob-
served the expectoration to be finged with

blood; this continued for a weck; then he
began to bring up about a teaspoonful of blood
every morning, and continued so for the last
two weeks. The hamorrhage was neither
preceded nor attended by any considerable
ageravation ofhis cough, and only occurred in
the morning.  He had also some difficulty of
breathing when making some exertion. His
complexion is very pale. He was admitted
on the 3rd of October last, and as there was
not present any symptoms indicating the ex-
istence of an mflammatory action, requiring
more active means, six grains of the secale
cornutum were prescribed, to be taken three
times a-day,

Qect. 7th. After having taken his powders
for two days the hemorrh diminished, as
well as the cough. Has had no giddiness or
any other extraordinary symptom from taking
his powders. The remedy was repeated, and
shortly afterwards the heemorrhage ceased.

:17th. Had a slight return of the hemor-
rhage for two or three days, but only once in
the morning.—Pergat.

24th. The heemorrhage ceased entirely from
the 21st. The cough and the difficulty of
breathing is a great deal less.—Pergat.

28th. On the 26th he saw again a yery
little tinge of blood in his spittle. Cough a
great deal better.—Pergat.

Nov. Ist. Has had no more hemorrhage ;
his cough is now very slight. No remedy.

For the two following cases we are particu-
larly indebted to our friend, Mr. E. Nettleford,
the surgeon apothecary of our Dispensary,
who paf also the kindness to write down the
history of alinost all the former cases,

Case XIL.— Hemoptysis.— Mrs, Clarkson,
@t. 33, married, a privale patient. Had not
been in good health for . the last five years, in
consequence of rupturing a vessel in her chest.
Since this accident she had a cough, which,
together with the heemorrhage from the chest,
and sometimes from the nose, has continued
up to the present time ( April 4th, 1833,) with
but slight intermission ; indeed, for. the Jast
fortnight she has had hemorrhage from the .
chest every day. Thinks she might have lost
this morning about half a teacupful of blood.
Her cough is very troublesome; has great
palpitation of the heart, and giddiness.

* April 4th. Six grains of the ergot of rye
were ordered to be taken every second hour.

 gth. Rested well last night. This morning
her pulse is quick, but soft; the cough less,
and she expectorates freely. Has had no
hemorrhage since taking the above powders,
of which she has taken sixteen. The giddiness
15 less, and she feels much relieved.

“fith. No hmmorrhage has occurred; her
cough is better ; pulse full, quick, and rather
sharp ; tonpue white. She is fevervish, with
E-rl_i:i in her side, and this is usually followed

y the bleeding, which she thinks will soon
come on.—Conlinue the powders every hour.

“7th. The pain in the side left her in the
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secale, as it had completely arrested the flow of
blood: and he since informed me, that no
return took place. [ was aware that Dr.
Spajrani had removed the coagulum in a case
of epistaxis, and eucnuruﬁ::d hmmorrhage, and
stopped kleeding with the secale cornutums
bot I did not consider myself justified in
adepting his practice, as the man had lost'a
ereat deal of bloud, and was very much de-
bilitated.”

Case XV.—Menorrhagia followwed by me-
¢ritis.— Mrs. Davis, @t. 23, of middle stature,
married for iwo years, has had no family, and
was admilted a patient at St. John's Dispen-
satory, Sept. 18, 1833, under- the care of Dr.
Ryan. She suffered from dysmenorrheea before
her marriare, which was very much aggra-
~vated subsequent to her change of life. At
present she snffers from menorrhagia. accom-
panied by excessive pain and a :risc'harge of
coagula. She was ordered 3j. of secale cor-
nutum, divided into ten powders, one to be
taken three times a-day. In three days the
uterine discharge ceased, bat well marked
meifritis supervened, and was removed by the
ordinary (reatment, venesection, leeching,
purgation, &c. Mr. Nettleford saw this case
also, and attended the patient at her own
residence.”

These are the most remarkable instances of
hamarrhage successfully arrested by the use of
the secale cornutum, which we thought proper to
communicate to the Society. We had, indeed,
several other cases of menorrhagia, but we con-
sidered them less interesting than those of he-
morrhage from other mucous textures, entirely
uncannecled with the uterine system. The
above facts appeared to us of such a practical
importance to deserve the particular aitention
af the medical profession. Perbaps they might
be found not so numerous as to justify any
general deduction from them, but if the facts,
published by otker practitioners, and in other
countries, should be taken into consideration,
it will be found that the anti-hemorrhagic pro-
perty of the ergot of rye has been sufficiently
established, to induce others to repeat the
same experiments; and, iﬁil‘{ﬁﬂiﬂu&fy employed,
we dare o say, with a similar result.— See
report of the Medical Society.

e ——e

PART IL

Read before the Medical Socisty of London
Monday, December 2, 1833.

On the Efficacy of the Secale Cornutum in
eucorrhma.

Ox the employment of the secale cornutum,

and on its efficacy in lencorrhea we shall

limit ourselves to some general remarks, which

are the result of our experience on this sub-

Ject; without entering into any detail of the

singular cases which oceurred under our ob-
servalion,

Although the secale cornutum will “be
found one of the most valuable remedies in
the simple form of leucorrhcea, even of a
very lamflﬁlandiug, and which have resisted
many other means, still its efficacy on this
kind of diseases is not so rapid as in hemor-
rhages. This would have been almost ex-
pected as a matter of course, from the more
chronic character of the former complaint.
Therefore we* found it more convenient, and
we may say even more safe, to give it in small
doses, as five or six grains two or three times
a-day, rather than in larger and more fre-
quently repeated ones. Thus the remedy may
be continued for a long period without any
inconvenience, and with regular advantage.
In leucorrheea as well as in menorrhagia, we
must remember, that the ergot of rye has also
a peculiar power over the fibrous texture of the
womb, and that pains and spasmodic contrac-
tions of this organ may be induced, and then
symptoms of metritis, and even an increased
discharge, may eventually take place. Then
it is of the utmost importance, in lencorrhoea
also, to allay any state of inflammation, or of
local irritation, by those therapentical means,
which may be required by the particular
symptoms of each case, before we have recourse
to the secale cornutum.

We find in practising, that some patients
could not take at first any dose of this remedy
without severe pains being induced in the
uterine system, when, after having used other
remedies for a certain fime, they could take
the secale again without the least inconve-
nience, but, on the contrary, with a decided
and progressive advantage on their general
state of health.

In one of these patients the os uteri was
partially open and indurated, and very tender
on the left side of its margin : when the finger
pressed over this point acute pains were ex-
cited, dariing from that part to the right iliac
region. We used in this case the extract of
conium with the sulphate of iron, with great
benefit, and, after this morbid sensibility was
subdued, we gave again the secale cornutum
for the remaining leucorrhora with decided
benefit, and without any more inconvenience,
although continued for a long time. 'We have
lately seen this patient, and her general state
of health has wonderfully improved ; she feels
a great deal stronger, and the white discharge
is almost entirely gone ; we confidently expect
to see her in a short time cured by the ergot
of rye, which now she only takes twice a-day.

ut of ten cases of leucorrhoea, of which we
kept regular notes, the ergot of rye has failed
in three. But, in all probability, that happened
more from want of experience in the judicious
employment of the remedy rather than from
its inefficacy.

Of these three unsuccessful cases, two were
cured afterwards by other remedies; but one
had wever been permanently well, either by
the ergot of rve or by any other means em-
ployed for a lung time, both by ourselves and
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_ment was adopted for what we thought a
syphilitic complaint. :

Case IV.—John F., @t 40, a baker, ad-
mitte] on the 21st of June, 1833. .
as had gonortheea about six times; it
usually resisted every remedy, and once he
had it for nine months; now he has had
gonorrheea for about three weeks; has great
pain and scalding in making water, and gene-
rally some drops of blood follow; has a great
deaf of discharge, and the orifice of the ure-
thra is reddened and swollen; in the night he
has painful erections. Five grains of the
secale cornutum to be taken every four hours,
29nd. We saw again the patient. He has
taken five powders; the discharge is not
abated, but he thinks he has less pain in
making water.—Pergat. .
25th. He has taken about sixteen powders ;
he has no pain in making water; he has had
still painful erection at night, but the orifice
of the urethra is a great deal less red, and
the discharge considerably abated; he has
now no inconvenience, except a very slight
feeling of warmth in making water. He con-
tinued the medicine in ten grain doses every
four hours until the Llth of July, when he
was nearly well, and requested to be dis-
charzed.
The patient was under Dr. Ryan’s care,
and was repeatedly seen by ourselves.and col-
leagues.

Case V. William M., @t. 24, admitted on
the 22nd of August, 1833. Has had gonor-
rheea about twelve months ago; has now
~ been ill, for the second time, with the same
complaint for a fortnight ; discharge copious,
yellow and thick. Five grains of the secale
cornutum to be taken every three hours.

26th. Is just the same, but does not feel
worse.— Pergat.

E'[:eplember 2nd. Heisa great deal Letter,
—Lergat.

_ 12th. Discharge scarcely perceptible. Con-
tinue the powders, but only one three times

a day.

lg;h. Discharge almost gone,—Pergat,

He went on taking his powders till the
10th of October, when he asked for ‘another
dose of them, to be taken night and morning,
having still some little discharge only in the
morning, This patient, who was very at-
tentive, and appeared much satisfied with his
powders, having not returned, we have

réason to believe he is now doi
iy w doing very

Case VI William 8., mt. 28, admitted on
the 4th of September, 1833, Was taken ill
with gonorrhoea a week ago; feels great pain

in making water ; discharge copious, vel
and thicks S

Hi'; Puh'l EI."CE.ii.S ﬂﬂrrll"-i gh 'Ii'_. 33- {i_- I1+5-

16th. Discharge thinner ; pain in making
water gone.—Pergat,

23rd. Discharge increased; secale sus-
pended, and prescribed the mistura bal-
samica.

October 7th. Discharged cured.

Case VIL. Only a few days agpo we had
in private praclice a patient affected by gonor-
rhoea for the first time. The symptoms were
not severe; the discharge moderate. Being
an individual of a delicate constitution, and of
very regular habit, we expected to 'do some
good in this case with secale cornutum. Three
grains of Battley’s extract were ordered to be
taken every three hours. The following day
the discharge appeared’'a great deal less, and
the remedy was continued. Two days after-
wards the discharge increased, as we?l as the
ardor urinee, and he had painful nocturnal erec-
tions. The remedy was brought tofive grains
every three hours, but was soon afterwards
suspended, and other means adopted.  In this
case the secale cornutum certainly increased the
severity of the symptoms ; and the discharge,
which was moderate at first, and thin, became
aflerwards copious, thick, and sometimes
tinged withblood. The pulse was also feverish
and sharp, the skin warmer than naturally.
This patient is usually of a very costive habit,
but has great aversion to take purgatives ; had
we used them previously, or simultaneously
with the secale, we could perhaps have ob-
tained a better result. This was necessarily
done afier we had resorted to the other usual
means generally employed for that complaint.

SHORT NOTES OF CASES BY DR.
RYAN.

Case VIIL.—*“M. M., w=t. 22, married, has
contracted gonorrheea from her husband ; be-
came a patient under my care at St. John's
Dispensary, Sept. 12th, 1833, Is two months’
ill. She was ordered 3 iss of secale in twelve
powders, one to be taken three times a-day.

% 16th. Discharge nearly gone.—To con-
tinue.

#23rd. Discharge has entirely ceased.”

Case IX.— Charles C., mt. 22, has suf-
fered from gleet for six months, Commenced
the secale {éept. 17th, 1833, and on the 23rd
was nearly well. He has taken a variety of
medicines, but nothing stopped the discharge
so rapidly as the powders.”

Casg X.—% G. 5., mt. 34, has ‘been six
months affected with gleet. Commenced the
secale Oct. 30th, 1833. Took fourteen powders
without any benefit. This was a morning
patient, and had the medicine of a druggist,
which, perhaps, was bad."

Case XL—*A. B, wt. 34, has suffered
from gleet for eight months, He was éured
by twelve doses of the seeale cornutum,” .
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<he ‘was bled from the arm, and astringent
medicines were ordered, which cured her very-
soon. This unfavourable result led usto adopt
another method of practice in the following
case (the second related to the Society), which
succeeded very well, viz. to bleed first, then to
give the secale.

The second was a stout woman who at her
regular period was taken ill, but the bloody
dischirge was very profuse, and went on more
or less for nine weeks. Had great pain at
the lower part of the abdomen, and round her
loins. Her pulse appeared weak. Five grains
of the secale were ordered to be taken every
second hour. Three days afterwards she was
not better, and felt an increase of the pains
after taking her powders. Her pulse was
stronger. Shestated having had a miscarriage
ahout three months azo. She was hied{ and
directed to take the secale only three times
a day, from which she felt worse, and was
then suspended, and other means adopted.

The third case was that of Sarah Jones, mt.
33, married, admitted September 2nd, 1833.

Has had five children and miscarried twice,
the second time five weeks ago, when she lost
a oreat deal of blond. Three weeks alter-
wards, finding herself better, started for some
place in the country, and came home to Lon-
don, a distance of eighty miles.  She was
taken ill azain on her jonrney, and lost a great
deal of blood  She continued so more or less
till August 31st. On the 1st of September
the hmmorrhage became very violent, and
she came to our dispensary the following day,
and was under our care. She does not com-
plain of any great pains but in her left iliac
region and loins; her complexion is very pale,
and there is great action of the heart and arte-
ries, but ier pulse is certainly weak and
empty ; her head feels heavy; her bowels are
costive.

R. Pulv. secalis cornuti, 3iij;

Divide in pulv. xxiv;
Puly. i.3a, q. h. sumend.;

viz. about vij. grains every three hours. A
mixture with a drachm of carbonate of magnesia
and two seruples of rhubarb in six ounces of
waler, was also given, a wineglassful of
which to be taken every night, or night and
morning, if her bowels were not open.
September 5th. She was sick, and vomited
twice after taking the first powders, but felt
L‘:_nl:r a sense of sickness afterwards at each
time she took her powders. , Had some giddi-
ness, bul the pains in her loins and side were
relieved. The bloody discharge is reduced
very much, and she states that it was so soon
after having taken a few powders. Bowels
regularly open. Soon after having taken a
powder she feels % a general sense of weak-
ness all over, from the head to the tips of her
fingeers and toes, as she could not stand ; then
she feels sich.”  Action of the hearl and arte-
ries less violent, Pulse more natural and
soft.  The mixture to be continued, and

11

the powders to be taken only every five
hours. ’

September 12th. She is better; discharge
rreat deal diminished, and less eoloured. The
powders continued to make her sick and weak.
Continue with the powders.

16th. Feels very sick with her powders.
Discharge a great deal increased; but she
thinks Aer time to be wnwell s very near.
The secale was discontinued, and she was
gradually doing well under the use of the fol-
lowing pills:

R. Ferri sulphatis, gr. i3
Extract. rhei, gr. iij3
M. f. pil. ter die sumend,

These pills were continued till the 7th of
October, when she was dischareed cured.
Under these remedies the palpitation of the
heart, and the excessive arterial action were
reduced to their natural standard, and the pa-
tient got very soon better from that sense of
general prostration, of which she was so much
complaining before. L 2%

Although we put down this with the unsue-
cessful cases, still we thought that properly
speaking, it should not have been considered
entirely so, for the hemorrhage increased in
consequence of her having taken the secale
when near menstruation. This was the
reason which induced us to sav in another
place, that “ only in two or three cases of
menorrhagia, the loss of blood, &c., were
remarkably increased by the action of the
remedy.”

The fourth unsuccessful case of menorrhagia
is that of Mary Ann May, @t. 22, married,
admitted the 4th of November, 1833. She
had miscarried a short time ago, and was
labouring under profuse menorrhagia for seve-
ral days; was complaining of pains in the
lower part of the abdomen and loins. She is
a thin and delicate looking woman 3 her pulse
appeared to us rather weak. Tive grains of
the secale cornutum were ordered to be taken
evfi'?: two or three hours.

ov. 7th. She has been a great deal
worse. The heemorrhage increased very much,
with spasmodic painsin the hypogastric region,
and had giddiness, and pains along her thighs
and legs. She took only six powders, and as
soon as she left them off, the pains decreased.
Her pulse was quick, and sharp, but empty.
Her bowels are rather costive. The following
mixture was ordered : :

R. Magnesie sulphatis 3j;
Antimonii tartarisati, gr. 1j3
Aquee fontis, Zviijs -
M. Cyath. parvul i. bis terve die
sumend.

21st. After the first glass of her medicine,
she vomited several times, after which the
hwmorrhage suddenly ceased, and she felt a
great deal better; this was the reason she did’
not attend regularly. Now the hemorrh
returns a little if she has to exert hersell too












