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niquet.* Nor is it requisite to take much more notice of an-
other objection (similar to that of certain French surgeons above
alluded to), that the redness of the skin produced by congela-
tion is symptomatic of inflaimmation. The truth is, that this
redness proceeds from an altered state of the blood-vessels in-
compatible with inflammation. No spreading or persistence of
this redness, no pain, no tendency to suppuration—in short,
none of the concomitants or consequences of inflammation
follow the application of intense cold ; and the speedy healing
of the wound is conclusive evidence that this morbid condition
certainly does not exist. On the contrary, so far from having
this consequence, there is little doubt that, however valuable
intense cold may be as an anmsthetic, it is as an antiphlogistic
that it will be chiefly prized, or as a means of preventing or
immediately subduing, with perfect safety to the patient, every
inflammation within its reach. I have elsewhere adverted to
the importance of this remedy in military surgery; and shall
now merely observe, that its promptness of action will not only
render it of great value after gun-shot wounds and other me-

* If there be still, amongst English surgeons, any believers in the
old doetrine on this point, I would refer them to a very interesting report
just published of the highly beneficial use of frigorific mixtures in diseases
of the uterus and skin by M. Aran, Physician to the Hopital St Antoine,
in Paris. In the course of this report the following apposite remarks
- oceur:—L'école contemporaine tend & abandonner de plus en plus les
idées anciennes sur les dangers de l'emploi du froid. Les expériences
physiologiques ont déji fait justice des craintes chimériques congues
cet égard. Iei encore nous voyons un froid intense, de 20° au-dessous
de zéro environ, agir sur une surface malade pendant un quart d’heure,
au dela duquel des compresses d'ean glacées sont encore appliquées sur
elle. Que se produit-il & la suite ? Une gangrene? Nullement. Une
réaction trés intense, dangereuse par son intensité méme ? Pas davan-
tage. Quelques heures suffisent & dissiper 'orgasme local excité par
I'application du froid.—‘Gazette des Hépitaux," Nov. 16.
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confident representations of the safety of chloroform made by
parties whose interests were promoted by introducing it, and
by those who, because they have not as yet had the misfortune
of causing death by it, pride themselves on the fallacious sup-
position that they can wield with safety a weapon which is dan-
gerous in other hands. It is said that patients are more anxious
than their surgeons that chloroform shall be used, and, as they
may have been assured that there is no danger from its use, the
allegation is probably correct: but if they were told (and it is
criminal to withhold the information), that although chloroform
is dangerous, most operations can be rendered altogether pain-
less, with perfect safety, by other means, and that the more
acute and injurious portion of pain attending those deeper
operations that remain, would be prevented by the same means,
there can be no doubt about what their decision would be.
They assuredly would not, by taking chloroform for so insuffi-
cient a reason, or no reason at all, yield up their consciousness
or intellectual life for a period to be determined by by-stand-
ers, and with the uncertainty of ever regaining it in this world.
Nor is it probable that a conscientious practitioner, after he
has become acquainted with the anasthetic powers of cold, will
unnecessarily place his patient in so unpleasant a condition, or
expose him to so fearful a chance. The extraordinary argu-
ment so often brought forward, that only a small number of
- those who inhale chloroform are killed by it, will have no
weight with him. Why should one person be thus needlessly
sacrificed ? Is the professed preserver of human life to be
permitted to put it in jeopardy without sufficient cause, or
without the apology that the hazard is necessary to ward off the
evil of great pain. Were there no other way of avoiding this
evil, it might be allowable to incur such a risk, for severe pain
may produce exhaustion, and other injurious effects, but in -
those cases in which pain of this degree may be safely pre-


















