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which appears to me to be the true mode of rendering ser-
vice to our fellow creatures, and of overcoming difficulties.
The great objection to this operation is the difficulty of
commanding the h@morrhage, by any method hitherto
adopted with which 1 am acquainted, and, in consequence,
the great chance of the patient dying under the hands of
the surgeon.

Taking up the artery, after passing from beneath the
ligament of Fallopius, does not avert this danger; and it
is further objectionable, as adding the operation of aneu-
rism to that of amputation. If the danger from h@mor-
rhage can be overcome, certainly the depth and extent
of incision will prove no serious objection to this operation
being performed; and, by the mode of operating which I
am about to describe, this difficulty will, I hope, be com-
pletely surmounted, The man who suffers double ampu-
tation of the legs or thighs, or of one leg and one thigh,
has certainly a greater extent of wound and irritation

inflicted on his constitution, than in the operation now to
be described.

The patient is to be placed on a table, of the height
usually employed in amputation ; when the tourniquet is to
be applied in the groin, so as to act on the superior part
of the femoral artery. The assistants will now secure
the patient, support the limb, and retract the integuments,
as in cases of ordinary amputation. This being done, and
the surgeon placed on the outside of the thigh, he will
commence his first circular incision, on the same principles
as in the ordinary amputation of the thigh, and carry it
through the integuments and fascia, freely into the sub-
stance of the subjacent muscles, which the assistant will
immediately retract, to enable the surgeon to commence,
without delay, a second circular incision, at a point some-
what higher, to be carried directly to the bone. When
the muscles are completely divided, the next object is to

B
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- It must now be evident, that the reason of my leaving
a part of the thigh bone projecting beyond the muscles
is, to enable my assistant or the surgeon to use it in some
degree as a lever, to accomplish its own removal. From
the nature and extent of the parts divided, in the second
stage of the operation, there would be some reason for
apprehension, did the surgeon not possess the most per-
fect access to, as well as command over, every vessel
which he divides. Time is no object; the safety and
recovery of the patient is the only consideration., The
surgeon is, therefore, when he divides a vessel of any
consequence, to make his assistant cover it with his finger
or a sponge, and deliberately to take it up. In removing
large tumours, this mode of securing the vessels is attended
with considerable advantage; and here it cannot fail to
strike with peculiar force. I some time ago removed
a tumour of twenty years standing from the back of a
sailor, that measured three feet three inches in circum-
ference, and weighed four pounds four ounces. I also, a
little time back, in the Royal Infirmary of this place, saw
Mr. Law dissect out, with much precision, a tumour seated
on the side and back that weighed twenty pounds. This
operation, as well as my own, was attended with the most

perfect success.

When the bone is removed, every vessel is to be secured
by a single thread, one half of which is to be taken off, as
recommended by me in a little Essay on the Ligature of
Arteries, and Secondary Hmmorrhage, published in the
sixth number of “ The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical
Journal,” under the head Inquirer, and signed J. D. I
may here observe, that I extend the mode there recom-
mended, of tying the blood vessels and arranging the liga-
tures to all operations where it is necessary to secure the
vessels by ligature, and particularly to extirpation of the
testicles and aneurism,—operations where it has been
almost the constant practice not only to use one very
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truly anxious to contribute, by cultivating the immense
resources of the Hospitals thereof, which have been here-
tofore in a great measure lost to the Medical literature
of the nation, These institutions have been erected and
supported at great expense to the country, and no doubt
can exist as to the anxiety of your Lordships to render
them eminently useful to the service, as well as to the
empire at large.

The intention of the proposition I have the honour to
lay before your Lordships is, to render our Naval Hospitals
(such as Greenwich, Portsmouth, and Plymouth) not only
the recipients of officers, seamen, and marines, but Medical
and Surgical Schools, by requiring each of the Medical
men thereunto appointed to deliver an annual course of
Lectures, and which course of Lectures, as well as the
practice of the Hospitals, should be open, under certain
regulations, for the instruction and improvement of the
Medical Officers of the Navy, as also the sons of officers
who may be intended for the medical profession; indeed,
these advantages might be extended, under the auspices
of your Lordships, to the community at large, and thus
would the names of the present Board of Admiralty be
connected with science and humanity until time shall be
no more. The following to constitute the course of
instruction :—Senior Medical Officer, the practice of medi-
cine—Second Medical officer, the theory of medicine ;—a
course of Materia Medica to be alternately given by
each of them.—Third Medical Officer, the operations of
surgery, with their causes, — Fourth Medical Officer,
Anatomy and Physiology. Clinical Lectures to be given in
their respective departments. The Dispenser to deliver
a course of Pharmaceutical Chemistry. Our Naval Hos-
pitals would thus shortly acquire fresh vigour, and yield
invaluable instruction, under the guidance of their Medical
Officers, who are independent of private practice, which
gives leisure for the most attentive consideration of the
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commodation to about two hundred bandages of the descrip-
tion noticed. The drawers in front, marked “ Ligatures,”
are intended to keep these essential agents of surgery
in constant readiness. The drawers marked ¢ Slips of
adhesive plaster,” indicate the propriety of their being, at
all times, in readiness for operations and wounds. The
compartment marked “ Fractures” is for keeping the
splints and bandages necessary for the cure of such acei-
dents in a constant state of readiness, The department
marked ¢ Dislocations” indicates that all instruments re-
quired for the reduction of dislocations are there to be
found in a state of preparation. _

With these arrangements, the surgeon can never be
taken by surprise, and is consequently always in a condition
to remedy the effects of wounds and accidents, however
dangerous, and thereby to obviate their fatal tendency,
even without a regular surgical assistant.

This invention is portable as a whole, but its parts
admit of being separated and removed to any point where
the whole may not be wanted.

With the above apparatus,no man, however dangerously
wounded, ought to be despaired of, because every thing
requisite can be readily found in its place, and there is a
place for everything required on the day of battle.

It would also be advisable to have brass rods, on which
to hang lamps, constantly fixed to the deck, in the centre
of the cockpit, and directly over the place appointed as
the operating theatre in time of action. It could be
carried by poles, like a sedan chair, to any point where it
might be wanted, and this plan would be advisable, even
on board of ships* of war; but where greater velocity is
demanded, as in the field of battle, a neat spring cart,
with a box fixed thereunto, of its exact dimensions, could

* This apparatus ought to be constantly under the eye of the
surgeon, and should therefore stand in his cabin, The Navy of
Great Britain is the first in the world, and our Naval Hospitals
should be rendered equally eminent for the diffusion of the science of
Surgery, Medicine, and Medical Literature.
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No one can dine or breakfast with ease at a table that
is either too high, too low, or too broad; and to perform
an important operation on the living body with skill,
delicacy, and dexterity, so as to inflict the least degree of
pain, becomes utterly impossible under such defects.
When the table for operations is fixed to a bulkhead,
which prevents the surgeon moving round his patient,
these defects become more severely felt. In private
practice, in searching for a table on which to operate.
delay often arises, as well as misery to the family, and
suffering to the patient, far beyond the pain of the opera-
tion itself; which evils will all be obviated by this inven-
tion, because it can be conveyed, with the instruments
previously arranged, to the house where the operation is
to be performed.

This apparatus once placed in the field of battle, the
cockpit, the railway terminus, or in a private room, the
surgeon is prepared to do his duty.

The British sailor is one of the first of the human race
for the perfect and heroic performance of a daring exploit,
while he never forgets mercy and generosity to the van-
quished ; and with our knowledge of these virtues, nothing
should be left undone for the salvation of such men.

The subjoined opinions demonstrate its applicability to
such high national purposes, and also that it is required,
as without it those officers conceive that the wounded
sailors of Her Majesty’s Navy are denied great advan-
tages, in reference to the alleviation of their sufferings
under dangerous and painful operations.

This invention when adopted will aid in the mitigation
of the sufferings of the wounded warrior; it will also
inspire confidence before going into battle, by enabling
the captain, the officers, and the crew to judge of the
fitness of the preparations in the surgical as well as of
every other department of the ship in which they serve;
and it was on this excellence of the invention, still un-
employed in the Navy, that the gallant officers to whom it
was submitted commented with delight and satisfaction,
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From Sir George Magrath, M.D., C.B.

Plymouth, Dec. bth, 1846.
My pear DocTor,
I am greatly flattered by the honour you have done
me in condescending to defer to my opinion respecting
your admirable and ingenious contrivance of an operation
table, adapted in principle, construction, and arrangement
to the requirements of the cock-pit, as well as the field,
in action. This highly interesting apparatus, must be
hailed by every man of science and humanity, as supply-
ing an important desideratum, long felt in the public
service, in the hour of battle, combines and comprehends,
in a portable and condensed form, a complete surgical
appointment, and all the necessary and requisite apparatus
appertaining to an effective surgical equipment, calculated
to economise time, abridge trouble and inconvenience
(more especially when the Medical Staff is limited), and
facilitate the Medical Officer in his toilsome, arduous, and
responsible duties. This opinion will be found demon-
strably correct by every competent judge who deduces
his conclusions from practical experience of the cockpit
in action. This is a subject I can discuss with con-
fidence, having served in line-of-battle ships in a plurality
of general engagements with enemies’ fleets, and which
I hope qualifies me to claim the privilege, above all
ceremony, of forming an accurate estimate, without incur-
ring a suspicion of arrogance; for who can comprehend
- the confusion, the horrors, and dismay of a scene where
the wounded, crushed with formidable gun-shot casualties,
the high and the low, the dead and the dying, are indis-
criminately laid side by side in appalling numbers, writhing
in the agonies of torture, but the man who has been
engaged in the calamities of active warfare? I represent
facts from early associations and reminiscences still
‘vividly impressed on my memory. But abstract or
general propositions though ever so true, often appear
c
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The eoincidence and unanimity of sentiment which has
long obtained between us, of establishing our great Naval
Hospitals as National Schools of Surgery and Physie,
continues to occupy my attention; and the more I con-
template the subject, the more I am convinced of its
practicability, and the practical benefits which it would
confer upon the country. Great efforts are reserved for
great occasions, and the time will come when it may be
necessary to give effect to so laudable a scheme, which is
so practicable, and so necessary to the efficient education
of candidates aspiring to the naval service ; and this cannot
be so advantageously accomplished as by the institution
of practical schools, where nautical diseases and the
surgical treatment of extensive gun-shot wounds would
furnish occupation for the student who had acquired and
was well grounded in all the preliminary branches of his
profession. The arguments in favour of the conversion
of Government Hospitals into Institutions of instruction
are so numerous and cogent, that it would obviously be a
waste of labour to discuss them ; for we have only to look
abroad to other countries to be convinced how much the
want of such schools is a dishonour to our own, and were
the system to be approved of and encouraged by judges of
matters connected with the state, its expedience would be
admitted. But to treat the subject in detail, throughout
all its ramification and bearings, would require more time
and leisure than I can bestow upon it; but I feel that a
veteran of some experience and service in the Medical
Department of the Navy may be permitted to express his
thoughts on a subject of such vital importance and weight
as are involved in the question. Government, it is well
known, cannot attach distinguished and talented men to
the service, or train them to the peculiar profession, by pay
alone ; while, on the other hand, a public education, con-
ducted on a liberal scale, and at the expense of the State,
would be a high and flattering inducement to exertion
and ambition to rise by the force of industrious emulation,
and zealous devotion, which no sense of mere duty and
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opinions of Pott and Bromfield, as the consequence of its dan-
gerous character. At that period Dr. Veitch, conceiving it his
duty to refrain from no operation, however formidable, provided
it offered his patient the chance of recovery, pointed out a mode
of performing that operation—so striking and imposing when
the results are successful—and the operation has since that
period been often so performed.

18. Dr. Veitch, while Surgeon of the Safurn, and acting
Physician to the fleet under the late Admiral Totty, then com-
mander-in-chief on the Leeward Islands station, did away with
vigiting the sick in the cockpit by the erection of a dispensary
under the foreeastle, in which were placed medicines and all
utensils necessary for that purpose, and with which he combined
a number of elementary boeoks in science and medicine for the
use of his assistants.

19. The urinary bladder being extensively connected by
means of its nerves and blood-vessels with the brain, the heart,
and spinal marrow, Dr. Veitch, on weighing that connection as an
anatomist, was the first to suggest the propriety of vesical medi-
cation in various diseases, when the stomach was not available
for their application, or rejected their use—as in black vomiting,
locked jaw, hydrophebia, intus-susceptio, hernia, cholera, and
suspended animation.

Remedies may be also more directly applied by means of this
organ in cases of diabetes and dropsy than through the stomach.

Dr. Veitch believes it to be admitted in Her Majesty’s Service
that he carried with him into all the important situations he
filled, the most upright intentions ; and these sentiments were
ceaselessly displayed by his insisting on the correct fulfilment
of all contracts, as well as duties of every kind calculated to

the recovery and happiness of his patients. All com-
plaints bearing upon the execution of contracts, in reference to
beef, wine, bread, and the number of nurses, were invariably
examined openly and in the presence of both parties, wherever
he was entrusted with authority, and if difficulties arose, the
boards, or the senior officer were applied to; and this decisive
line of conduct created much enmity at home and abroad. Dr.
Veitch never laid his head upon his pillow without having done
his utmost for the interests of the public service, and for the
recovery of the patients placed under his care. These objects
were held sacred, and consequently never sacrificed to selfish
views ; and this sense of honour and duty is established by the
testimonials hereunto attached, as well as by his having offered
his invention to Her Majesty’s Navy without stipulating or
even calculating on any reward beyond the internal satisfaction
of conferring a lasting advantage on the gallant sailor in the
hour of battle.
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the siege of Irois, by his unremitting attention to the wounded,
and his professional skill, rendered very essential service to the
troops and seamen composing the garrison. And I feel par-
ticular satisfaction in giving him this testimony of my high
approbation. .

Given under my hand, on board La Magicienne, Mole St.

Nicholas.
W. H. RICKETS.*
(Late Nephew to the deceased Earl 5t. Vincent.)

Doris, off Brest, July 3, 1801.

Sig,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, of the 2d
instant, offering your services to attend an expedition in agita-~
tion—an offer, in my opinion, very much to your honour and
credit. And I can assure you it would give me great pleasure
to have you personally engaged in the service, were I not cer-
tain that your professional abilities will be much wanted on
board the Doris ; for upon such dangerous enterprises it is but
natural to expect some loss of limbs, in which case I should be
sorry to be deprived by any unforeseen accident of the abilities
that I am convinced you possess.

Your gallant offer shall be shown to the Commissioners of
the Sick and Hurt, as the proper channel for you to meet with
that reward your merit deserves.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) CHARLES BRISBANE.
(Late Sir C. Brisbane, Governor of St. Vincent.)

Dr. James Veitch, Surgeon of H. M. S. Doris.+

* Captain Rickets, who took the name of Jervis, was alike distinguished
for his talents, his zeal, and vigour as an officer ; and to those feelings he fell
- a victim, in conveying despatches of much importance to his country, on
board the San Josef. His death was a great loss to his country, as all his
conceptions on points of service were at once liberal and splendid, and

i ed a superior mind.

is was the cutting out of the Chevrette from Camaret Bay, the
whole French fleet then lying in Brest Harbour, by the boats of the in-shore
squadron, then under the command of Sir Charles Brisbane. It is due to
the officers and crew of the Chevrette to state, that they made a gallant
and obstinate resistance. Nothing could exceed the magnificence, determi-
nation, and grandeur of this brave exploit by the boats, in which many
were killed and wounded, and the latter were the objects of the surgical
care of Dr, Veitch. The forts on shore were not idle, thereby adding
deeper interest to the affair,































