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restricted constitution of any corporation or b itie i
3 1 : ody pol
:;:iﬂt!;[’lilgﬂ, h:]ur e'.;;r;,v E-tifllnl;r has an equal voice inFiEE ;FTIEE;E
qual vote in the decigion of )
fﬂfrﬁl t.hﬂP i of all matters that come be-
1 President is elected in each year on the Mond

¢ . . ay after
Palm Eunds}L by a method closely resembling that jl;f the
College of Cardinals in the election of a Pope, The Fellows
having aﬁsemhled in the great library of the College and the
office of President having been declared vacant, proceed to
the election of any Fellow of not less than ten years’ stand-
ing. No proposal is made, bat each Fellow writes on a slip

Fig. 1.—Thomas Linacre, first President of the Royal College of
Physicians, died October 20th, 1524.

of paper the name which he approves; the votes thus given
are collected in a silver bowl, are publicly enumerated, and
the decision announced to the College by its senior Censor,
the officer next to the President in dignity. A second voting
on the names of the two Fellows who obtain most votes,
where several are proposed, is sometimes necessary, and an
absolute majority then determines the election. At the con-
clusion the Bedell of the College carries round a dish from
which he gives each Fellow present a new half-crown piece.
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the College, an election in which the College always attaches
importance to character as well as to attainments.

he history of the Bociety, which has been set forth with
exhaunstive research by Dr. Munk in his “ Roll of the Royal
College of Physgicians of London,” shows that the College has
had very few unworthy Fellows, and that of all the really
great physiciang of London during nearly four centuries, only
one, otherwise eligible, failed to me a Fellow of the Col-
lege. It has been suggested that some transaction connected

______

- f the buildings of the old College of Physicians in
Fig'\%ﬁrﬁ?ﬁ E&uu,ufnrmarlygcunmining the Library, etc. The tﬂﬂnm%
arch on the left formed part of a niche containing a statue o

Charles II. (From a photograph taken May, 1885.)

i Rebellion may have stood in the way of the
;1:5;;1; n?lla'fexﬁ'.!?hnmaﬁ Sydeqﬁnm after the restoration of rtge
monarchy and our liberties in 1660, but the College reimi ui
which are throughout free from signs of political or theolog I;:i:
animusg, prove the mntrﬁ and show that the College h:gdig
eaheeme'cF him, would gl fr have elected hu:uilgnq onij; .
not do so because, for some fancy of his own, he did not de-
gire to become a Fellow.
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all ite honourable traditions, and the highest authority on
it procedure. Just inside the door are five physicians of the
family of Monro who were successively Fellows of the College
between 1729 and 1890. Atthe far end of the room isthe full-
length figure of Sir William Browne, President of the College
in 1767, and well known by name to all Cambridge men
as the founder of the medals for classical verse, The artist
was Thomas Hudson, the master of Bir Joshua Reynolds,

On the wall opposite the windows are many physicians
known in English history. B8ir John Micklethwaite, the
successor of Harvey as physician to 8t. Bartholomew's: Sir
Edmund King, who used to do chemical experiments with
King Charles 11, and who bled him at the sudden onset of
his last illness g0 as to produce a brief temporary restoration
of the Klmi’a senses ; Sir Hans Sloane, whose collections form
the basis of the British Museum ; Dr. Paris, President of the
College, whoee life of 8ir Humphry Davy and many other
books were once widely read; Dr. Riehard Brifht. hysician
to Guy's Hospital, known to all students of pathology in
relation to the group of renal diseases bearing his name ;
Messenger Mongey, whose subsequent success ag a physician
was due to his attendance on the owner of one of the earliest
and most famous of English racehorses, and whose talk suited
the host and the company at the hilarious table of Sir Robert
Walpole. Dr. Johnson spoke vehemently about his conversa-
tion, and when the Bishop of Dromore tried to diminish the
force of the censure, attacked Dr. Percy and Monsey with
renewed severity. However wanting in restraint Monsey’s
conversation may have been, it was never heard in the
College, for he did not attain any higher standing than that
of extra Licentiate.

On the opposite wall to Sir William Browne, besides those
of Bir Andrew Clark and Sir William Jenner, there is a por-
trait of Dr. Francig Glisson, President in 1667, and author of
the Tractatus de Rachitide, published in 1650, the first
thorough book on a single disease by an English physician,
a work admirable in its careful morbid anatomy as well as in
its elinical obgervations. On the same wall is Dr. Walter
Charleton, President in 1689, the author of several books on
medicine and on metaphysics as well as on natural science, all
more remarkable for ingenuity than profundity. Except by
that late learned Oxonian Mr. Mark Pattison and a few among
the junior Fellows of the College, who sometimes ‘“ waste time
by reading obsolete books, his volumes have probably rarely
been looked into since his death in 1707, but Dryden’s
%m‘ tle to Dr. Charleton, the finest tribute of just praise which

nglish poetry has paid to English science, will for ever pre-
gerve him from oblivion in spite of his Spiritus Gorgonicus,
which maintains the existence of a stone-forming spirit or
essence in the human body, his dialogues between Athanagius
and Lucretius in the presence of Isodicastes, his Deliramenta
Catarrhi and the Physiologia Epicuro-Gassendo-Charltoniana,
which maintains the interesting hypothesis that since the vast
pumber of 295,232,799,039,604,140 847,618,609,643,520,000,000
combinations are attainable among the twenty-six letters of
the alphabet, varied arrangements of numerous atoms may
be the cause of the differences of appearance and structure
in material substances. x : :
mﬂn the staircase of the College there is an interesting por-
trait of Sir Theodore Mayerne, who was physician first to
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In the principal place in the library is Jansen’s rai
Harvey, painted from the life, and infthe gallery a’:]:-jan:: iat.lf;.:a{-
a series of dried preparations of the vascalar Aystem prepared
by the hands of the great discoverer of the cirenlation. Over
the ﬁl‘EElaﬂEE: on each side of the central one, are portraits
of Dr. aldwin Hamey. a Fellow and benefactor of the
College, who died in 1676 ; and of Dr. Radeliffe, a benefactor
of the College and of his own University of Oxford, as well
as of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. On one mantelpiece is a
curious little figure, in painted unbaked clay, of Dr. Anthony
Askew, Physician to St Bartholomew’s Hospital, a Fellow of
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, who lived till 1774 in (Jueen
Square, Bloomsbury. The figure, which shows Askew in his
scailet gown as a Cambridge Doctor of Medicine, was made
for him by a Chinaman whom he had treated. The College
also possesses a fine bust by Roubiliac of Dr. Mead, pre-
gented by this learned physician and student of Aris-
tophanes, and has also busts of Matthew Baillie, of Hal-
ford by Chantry, of Harvey by Scheemakers, and several
others. One of these was lent for exhibition at the Royal
Academy, and was returned with a black mark on it caused
by a surreptitious attempt there to take a cast of it. The
College has since declined to lend any of its works of art ; nor
is it necessary that they should be lent, as they are always
open to the view of the learned or the curious on application.

In a case at the end of the library are preserved several
valuable and curious objects—the mace of the College and
the caducens, the silver-mounted rod which Harvey used in
demonstrating anatomy, the silver bowl in which votes are
tuken, seve other pieces of plate, and the gold headed
cane which was successively the property of Dr. Radeliffe,
who died 1714 ; Dr. Mead, who died 1754 ; Dr. Askew, who died
1774; Dr. William Pitcairn, who died 1791 ; Dr. David Pit-
cairn, who died in 1809 ; and Dr. Matthew Baillie, after whose
death in 1823 this interesting relic bearing arms of its several
possessors was given to the College by Mrs, Baillie.

A frame at this end of the library contains an aeccount,
signed by the physicians who were present, of the translation
(during the presidency of Sir William Jenner) of the remains
of Harvey from the raninous vault in which they lay wrapped
in lead into a white marble sarcophagus in the Harvey chapel
of the parish church of Hempstead, in Essex. The transla-
tion took place on St. Luke’s Day, 1883. Many of the Fellows
whose signatures attest it have since joined the majority, but
the survivors will always retain a vivid recollection of that
cloudy day, of the out-of-the-way village with its bull-baiting
ring remaining, of the partly anroofed lonely church, of the
flock of rooks flying in great circles in the air above some tall
trees, cawing leudly while the leaden case was being raised
from the vault outside the church, of the slow adjustment of
the lid of the white marble sarcophagus within while Sir
William Jenner, with the silver caduceus in his hand, reso-
lutely stood by to the very end, of the venerable aspect of the
Regius Professors of Physic from Oa.mhndge and from Oxford,
of Bir Andrew Clark with a volume of Butler's Sermonsunder his
arm, and of the other Fellows, successors of those who more
than two centuries before had paid the last honours to
Harvey.

To the left of the record of Harvey's translation is a door
leading by a very narrow staircase to the lecture theatre of









