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the contagious principle. For example, the eldest child in a
family is liable to a second attack, when several of the younger
children are affected simultaneously, the eldest child having suf-
fered in infancy. And thus the most frequent instances of adults
being twice affected are mothers of families, who are exposed to
infection while nursing their children through the various
stages of the malady ; and this is more frequently the case when
there is an infant at the breast which is suffering. During
the period from June 1875 to July 1876, in a total of 303 cases,
there were five instances of a second attack in children. They
were the eldest in families where all the younger children had
been infected ; and though the eldest had suffered once before,
yet from association with the younger ones, and from exposure
to a thoroughly infected atmosphere, a second infection was
produced. In two instances of a second attack in the mother,
the child was under a year, and was at the breast.

IV.—Syumproms.

By the use of the term hooping-cough, which keeps constantly
before the mind a peculiar, and certainly when present, a diag-
nostic sympbtom of the disease, we are led to overlook the
numerous cases in which the whoop is absent, and there is no
respiratory disturbance beyond a cough of ordinary catarrhal
character, '

Close observation of the number of instances in which the
whoop occurs, as compared with that in which it is absent,
leads me to estimate the ratio at about one to two: in other
words, in a family of fhree children simultaneously affected,
only one will suffer distinctly from cough accompanied by a
whoop. We can understand the reason why the whoop sel-
dom occurs in children under the age of twelve months,
when we consider how imperfectly the vocal organs are de-
veloped previous to that age, and the great prevalence of
hooping cough during the first year of life lends indepen-
dent support to the probability that the ratio above stated is
correct.
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which raises the temperature of the air passing through the

draft-tubes, as shown in the diagram, so that the air of a room
may be warmed as well as carbolised.

Up to the present time, it has not been possible to open
the special ward in the hospital in Ormond Street for the
treatment of cases of hooping cough, so that during the past
winter I have only been able to expose the children who were
suffering to the effect of the treatment during the period of an
hour at a time, and this only once or twice a week. But even













