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that the recurrence of such a calamity may be rendered
impossible, or to an extent harmless. T have as yet
found no one who has administered carbolic acid in any
form as a medicine for cattle, excepting those from
whom I gather my information and experience, though
I find it admitted to be a disinfectant, and to be used to
some small extent as an outward application. |

In Natal it has long been used as a medicine. In
Texas its value has long been determined, it having
been used effectually, to stop the epidemic amongst
horses, which ran through the States of America some
two or three years back. Yet our farmers look con-
temptuously at an outsider who ventures to talk to
them of matters whieh they consider beyond his ken;
whilst officials give the cold shoulder to those who
would interfere with the 10 to 4 routine of official life, '
by offering suggestions, and ‘ wanting to know—you
know ?” If my theory is correct, then our savants and
learned societies should leave no stone unturned to find
out the causes which create a fevered or fermented state '

municable and virulent disease. When this is done, we
shall, doubtless, by the aid of medical skill and daily
advancing knowledge, speedily find a remedy. It may
be that our seasons are out of joint, and the rapid
alterations' of temperature may have predisposed our
flocks and herds to inflammatory action : it may be than‘.
the use (as has been suggested) of foreign and artificial
manures, and high cultivation of the land, has led to |
the unfortunate spread of these diseases, butf, in my
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state, in the form of ereosote, by Mr. Cooper, of Brent-
ford, a member of the medical profession, whose name
has been (and still is) before the public for upwards of
half a century, and whose well-known skill and ability
will be acknowledged by many.

I have long, therefore, been acquainted with its action,
but I trace but little information on the subject in the
medical works within my reach.

That there is existing evidence to prove its potency
is beyond doubt, as shown by its action on the *“ vaccine
virus,” its use occasionally in cases of cholera, severe
and continuous sickness, and the cure of ulcers, wounds,
gangrene in the human frame. Its disinfecting and
preserving powers-are not to be denied, whether used m
the battle field to prevent- contagion arising from the
decomposition of animal matter, or as a means of arrest-
ing the decay of the human body in hot climes. With
such a mighty agent we should deal considerately,
bending it to our will and proving its efficacy. We
cannot afford to trifle longer with cattle diseases, we
must ascertain the cause and must seek a remedy.

Day by day we are learning the extent of the calamity,
whilst as yet no comprehensive or practical suggestions
as to how it should be dealt with, as a national question,
has come before my notice.

We cannot afford to put aside untried one smgl :";
remedy or suggestion, if it has only a show of common
gense.

We must not allow prejudice, ignorance, or red tape
to stand between us and our children’s daily fnud
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any rate well meant, and I may, more or less, help to
goad and drive on those who are charged with the
Government of the country, into a course of action.

I may be talking the merest nonsense; if so, let
some one contradict me—if he can—and if I have been,
yet even the prattling of a ““garrulous old man” may be
the means of arousing attention and. causing exertions
to be made, and awakening the dormant energies of the
scientific world, and so excite inquiry, controversy, and
free and angry discussion possibly, though I fear it is
much more likely that my words will fall on uawilling
ears, and that the opinion of an unknown man will be
simply ignored, as it was some ten years ago, when I
suggested the use of creosote to stop a disease,
which I read in the Times of October 26th, has cost this
country a total loss, since the introduction of if, of
£13,000,000 ; the estimate being framed on the lowest
possible scale. Yet, notwithstanding this, I am vain
enough to think that I do know something of the
subject I am talking about.

I have in my time had much to do with the
breeding, feeding, and doctoring of large herds of
cattle. I have with my own hands killed, flayed, and
cut up the animals, when supplying on a large scale,
the shipping at a foreign station.

I consider I have as good an average knowledge as™
the ordinary run of veterinary surgeons, and I have =
sufficient perception to see that, unless some decided
action is taken, that butcher’s meat will not be am
article which the classes I allude to, will be able to
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