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VALEDICTORY ADDRESS.

It is my pleasant duty, gentlemen graduates, as the repre-
sentative of the faculty of Jefferson Medical College, to
address you on this interesting occasion.

You have each one of you, on the bestowal of this day’s
honors, arrived at a brilliant point in your life’s history.
You have been waiting long, and striven, as we know,
anxiously to obtain these honors.

I can readily recall my student days, and I well under-
stand the nature of the wearying and intricate studies to
which you have been night and day devoted : and I feel con-
vinced that you well merit the rewards that follow snch
patient devotion,

This day the honor you have received and have so fairly
won, makes you objeets of great interest to us all.

You see the evidence of it,in a measure, in this great
array of distinguished men and beautiful women, who come

- to do you respect, as the heroes of this hour.

The hearts of the older and more experienced are filled, I
have little doubt, with hopeful anticipations for your suc-
cess in the future; and soft and earnest eyes express in
their kindly beams, deep interest in your behalf.

It is not improper then that your triumph of this day
should be adorned with flowers, and ushered in with music
and rejoicings.
~ From the hands of our distinguished president, you have
Just received the diploma of the Jeftferson Medical College
of Philadelphia, stamped with its broad seal, attesting to
your full qualifications, for the practice of the sacred art of
medicine,

By this act you are now elevated, so far as regards titular
rank, to a level with the highest in the land. T may then
well congratulate you, gentlemen graduates, on this haleyon
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to the glittering prizes to be attained at the end of the
struggle. But banish her not altogether. She may lead you
to undertake higher emprises than you will be able to master.
But never mind. He who starts in his career, and goes
persistingly on, with high and noble aims, though he would
scarcely expect to realize them all, will raise himself highest
in the estimation of all good men, and leave the idler and
the sluggard far behind him in the race.

Be not satisfied, therefore, to rest upon your present
laurels, lest they wither while you yet caress them.

Be ever on the alert to quulify yourselves for new under-
takings ; actively endeavoring to improve yourselves day by
day, in an increasing knowledge of your profession.

Let few leisure hours be wasted in indolent ease.

Employ them in the investigation of such medical subjects
as excite the nearest interests, gathering up knowledge to
be laid away in the storehouse of memory. Though you may
not for the moment see, when the occasion will come, that
you may employ it most advantageously ; yet it will come,
sooner or later, to increase your usefulness and enhance your
reputation.

If each day’s setting sun shows something newly gained
in your profession, then you may feel satisfied that you are
doing well in the student’s path of duty. No one should be
so presnmptuous as to think, that the time is or will ever
come, when the necessity of self-improvement is unneeded.
That time comes truly to none. I want you,and I will repeat
the wish—now while flushed and gratified with your present
success, to lay down your plans for future and continuous
study. Remember that with all our aid, you have been able
as yet to establish little more than a solid foundation, upon
which you are to build in the future.

With minds firmly bent, on fitting yourselves to hold a
high place, in the estimation of the good and wise, you need
not be fearful of the future; friends will form around you
to aid in your advancement, and sooner or later you will be
greeted with gratetul whispers, in the voice of praise, for
favors that you have bestowed and professional successes that
you have wou.

Seekk in your location no secluded spot, far away from
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ing—working—with a diligence beyond ordinary toil, to fit
themselves for the positions to which they aspire.

For in truth, as has been before said, nothing valuable ean
be truly gained without industrious application, even by
those endowed with native genius.

Was this the case even in the reference so frequently made
to Napoleon the first, who rose to almost superhuman emi-
nence, though springing as he did from a very humble origin ?

“ A spark, that from a suburb hovel hearth
Ascending, wrapt the capitals in flames.”’

He was unquestionably a genius, But think you not that
the little midnight lamp, that glimmered so constantly from
his window during his student days at Brienne, had not
much to do in fitting him, for the great part he was to play
in the future? Yes, gentlemen, that little flickering mid-
night gleam, was the embryonic star of his destiny,

The science of medicine, now more than three thousand
- years old, did not come into the world perfect, like Minerva,
when she sprang from the brain of Jove. It has been slowly
* built up by the successive labors of great men, from the
time of Hippocrates down to the present day, swelling the
- little original rill of science till it has now become a mighty
torrent.

It is curious to trace the great wave of scientific learning
in its spread from the east to the west: To be returned
finally, as is possible, with increased fulness and force, in the
opposite direction, through the efforts of American genius
and the ingennity of American inventors.

The star of empire, as we all know, had its origin in the

east. ’
The intellectual development which had its birth in that
region, was impressed upon all the nations over which it
Spread, on its march towards the west. In the earliest
days, Chaldea, Assyria, India, and then Egypt, were the
great centres of the knowledge and science of the world.
The Greeks drew much of their knowledge and inspiration,
from the two latter sources.

From the time of Alexander the Grreat, or rather I might
say, from the time of his great teacher Aristotle, knowledge
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cine in this country was given in a small building in an
obscure portion of this city. Now its influence has spread
broadly ever the land, and is appreciated abroad.

Steam communication on the Pacific has made, what was
once the most distant east, the then remote Indies, our
western neighbor. Our country is now directly intermediate,
between those east, on the Atlantic side, and west on the
Pacifie, midway between the troe Orient and the true Occi-
dent. Our continent may now be considered the highway
of the world. When intellectual development reaches here
its full height and keeps on its westward march, may it not
be possible that it may be the means of rekindling the flame
of science in the far Indies west of the Pacific? Thus we
may be able to return the knowledge with great and valuable
additions, to those antique nations, from whom we received
it by the way of Alexandria; and it may be, possibly to have
it to commence again the round of our earthly orb.

Remember that all the fruits of the labors and magnifi.
cent researches of the generations that have preceded us,
are now opened out before you, for careful study and investi-
gation,

The science as yet, however, is by no means complete or
perfect. There may be something that you, each one, can
do to aid in its advancement, and join yourselves to the great
body of its improvers, that have gone before.

And if you should be successful, in making some new dis-
coveries in anatomy or physiology ; find some improved me-
thods of combating disease; some important virtues in our
native medical plants; anything indeed, that may remove or
alleviate the miseries of disease and lengthen out human
existence; then you will in truth, be able at the close of your
* career, to wrap your cloak about you and sleep your last
sleep in honor,

Cicero said that men in no way approached nearer to the
gods, than in giving health to their fellow men. The great
and the rich, look to us for aid in their hours of wealkness and
aFﬂ'ering, and receive our behests with respectful considera-
?mn. The poor, who are always with us, will think, for such
18 the common estimate of the philanthropy of our profes-
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you here, who do not settle in large towns, will present, and
such asI have often had the pleasure to witness—the possessors
of a pretty cottage in some country village, with a spacious
and well cultivated garden behind it, with a cheerful porch
and a neatly kept lawn in front, where you will sit in fine
weather to read, embowered with woodbine and jessamine.
Within, a chéerful office and library, containing besides some
gracious fairy to brighten and bless the place. On the shelves
arranged around are your books, not numerous at first, but
well chosen, and lying on the table, one or two medical
journals and popular magazines. Your books should be of .
the newest and the best; each as far as can be, encyclopedie
in its character, like the great work of your professor of
surgery on his branch, so that you may at will, have refer-
ence at hand in each department of your science.

In order to make your reading more serviceable to your-
selves, I would suggest that yon always keep a note book at
your side, in which to jot down the important facts, which,

.you would wish to fix in your memory.

In important cases that come under your notice, and
especially if' they be malignant or novel ones, make regulur
entries in your medical diary, of the symptoms and changes
from day to day. Enter the prescriptions which you make;
the effects that you wish to produce by them; and mark down
the results. You will keep thus a history of your practice.

By so doing the physician is all the time giving point and
value to his personal observations, gains a more thorough
knowledge of the therapeutic use of medicines, and will soon
learn to prescribe, with a greater assurance of success.

In obscure and difficult cases, it will be always well for you
to consult carefully the different writers that treat on the
particular subjects in question ; and when you have doubts in
regard to the proper line of practice to be followed, do not
h+eaital:e to call in the assistance of the most relinble practi-
tioners within your reach.

In plain country physicians, you will often find, as T have
done, an accumulated fund of rich personal experience and a
directness in preseribing for familiar diseases, that will excite
your admiration.

From such men you may have much to learn, and it will
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the supporting, rather than the reducing plans of treatment,
have been found the most beneficial.

But were Sydenham, Cullen, Rush, Hartshorne,and Parrish
wrong when they used phlebﬂtnm}r so freely, at the times
they did? We do not see such cases of high inflammatory
fever now as they did, though there are many yet in prac-
tice in this city, who in former times have done so. |

But let the time eome back, from the operation of nat-
ural causes to which we have alluded when, instead of the
feeble, irritable pulse, and the low tendency of our pre-
sent fevers, we have again presented to us the florid faces,
the bursting headaches, the burning skin, the bounding
pulses, and the turgid veins, we may have again to bleed as.
our ancestors did.

There are many of the old members of our profession now
living, who can well recollect what unspeakable relief was
oft-times afforded in such cases, when a tureid vein was
opened, and the venous blood, which had been so hurried
about the system, burst out at first with a florid hue almost
like that of the arterial fluid. To this I allude—to these
well-known changes of disease, and the modification of the
plans of treatment—in order that you may preserve a due
respect for the opinions of the experienced practitioners of
old; for the observations of men of learning and experience,
in whatever age, have their own specific value.

At the close of this ceremonial you will leave, most of
you, for your homes, to display the honors you have gained,
and to receive the congratulations of parents and relatives
who have watched over your youth, and regarded with
tender solicitude your opening manhood and prospective
career. Buf you will leave many endeared to you, remain-
ing behind, anxious to hear of your future fortuues, to whom
your own memories will often fondly turn.

During the succeeding spring and summer our great me-
tropolis will present uuusua,l attractions to strangers, and
probably induce many of you to make us another visit.
You have, during the present winter, witnessed the bustle
of preparation for this gigantic undertaking, and heard
faintly, the coming hum of “the trinmphant jubilation, that
will attend the cclubmtmu of the centennial birth-day of our






