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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE vil

Professor Irving was selected to fill the
place of Professor Rowe. He arrived in Mel-
bourne in July 1856.

In 1867 the Council having reported to the
Governor that the number of Graduates admitted
by the University to the Degrees of Master of
Arts, Doctor of Medicine, Doctor of Laws, and
Doctor of Music, was not less than one hundred,
the Senate became constituted by a proclamation,
dated June 1867. After that date, vacancies in
the Council were filled up by election in the
Senate of persons admitted to Full Degrees in
the University, and the legislative duties of the
Senate commenced.

The first Matriculation Examination was
held in the month of February 1856, when 7
Candidates presented themselves. The number
who presented themselves for that Examination
during the year 1879 was 803.

The total number of Students who have
matriculated since April 1855, up to the present
time is 1324.

In 1855 the number who attended lectures
was 17, in 1879 the number was 263.

The number who presented themselves for
the Examination for Degrees in 1855-56, was 10;
in 1878-79 the number was 273.
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE IX

Previous to the year 1870, Candidates for
the Civil Service were examined by Boards
composed of different individuals sitting at
uncertain times. In that year the examinations
were transferred to the University, and Candidates
were obliged to qualify by answering the same
questions put to Candidates for Matriculation,
in four subjects out of nine, of which subjects
English and Arithmetic must be two. Since
the adoption of this system, the number of
candidates for examination for Matriculation and
the Civil Service has largely increased, so
much so that the number of Candidates who
presented themselves during the year 1879 alone
amounted to 8o3.

The Library contains 18,000 volumes,
including many important donations received
from Crowned Heads, Universities, Literary and
Scientific Societies and individuals. A classi-
fication of the books according to the division
of subjects taught in the Schools renders them
easy of access.

Apparatus, diagrams, and specimens, for the
illustration in the Schools of Mathematics,
Natural Philosophy, Natural Science, and Medi-
cine, have accumulated during several years.

An approprigtion to another gentleman of
€
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE X1

already built,—has been opened, and has a
Principal, Vice-Principal, with 2 Assistants, and
25 Resident Students. The buildings of another
—the Presbyterian—have been commenced. It
is expected that they will be ready for occu-
pation before many months elapse.

These, when all in active operation, will
relieve the Professors of the University in a
great measure from the tutorial duties now
performed by them.

Hitherto, the Examinations have been held
in separate chambers. The wvarious Lecture
Rooms, the temporary Library, and the Students’
Apartment, have been employed for that purpose.
Such a distribution of candidates has entailed
multiplied supervision, and caused increased
expense.  Degrees have been conferred with
““maimed rites” in temporary structures prepared
for the occasion.

These inconveniences will be obviated on
the completion of the WILSON HALL, and
the generous Founder will have the satisfaction
of knowing that through his munificent benefac-
tion, Examinations and the other functions may
be conducted in future with a dignity and

solemnity worthy of and becoming the Univérsity

of Melbourne.
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ux1

PROVISIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR DEGREES
IN MEDICINE
UNDER THE SPECIAL REGULATIONS.
Latin, Greek, Derivation of Medical Terms from both Languages, and
Translating Passages from the Latin Pharmacopeia :(—
Proressor IRVING axp Proressor BTRONG.

Theory and Practice of Medicine; Report and Commentary on Medical Cases;
Forensie Medicine :—

JAMES BRIDGEHAM MOTHERWELL, M.D,
JAMES ROBERTSON, M.A., M.D.
JAMES EDWARD NEILD, M.D.

Obstetric Medicine and Diseasez of Women and Children; Commentary on
Cases :

GERALD HENRY FETHERSTON, M.D.
JAMES JAMIESON, M.D.

Surgery; Report and Commentary on Su:rgica! Cases :—
EDWARD BARKER, M.D., F.R.C.8., ExcLAND,
WILLIAM GILLEEE, M.R.C.S., ExarLaxD,

Anatomy, Practical and General ; Physiology and Pathology :—
Proressor HALFORD.
JAMES THOMAS RUDALL, F.R.C.S., Exoraxy.

Chemistry ; Practical Chemistry :—
Proressor McCOY.
JOHN DRUMMOND EIRELAND, M.B.

Botany ; Materia Medica, Therapeutics, and Writing Preseriptions without
Abbreviations :—

Birox FERDINAND VON MUELLER, M.D., Pr.D., F.R.S.
SAMUEL DOUGAN BIRD, M.D.

REGISTRAR, SECRETARY, AND LIBRARIAN.
EDWARD FITZHAYLEY A'BECKETT.

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN.
THOMAS FRANCIS BRIDE, LL.D.

ASSISTANTS IN THE REGISTRAR'S OFFICE,

ROBERT BARTLETT BURKE.
JOHN FREDERIC CHASE JAMES,
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220 Allen, George .. -« 1B67| 823 Armstrong, Thomas
260 Allen, George Thomas 1868 Henry Va .. 1874
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THE WILSON HALL

OF THE

HAmbersity of Relbowrne.

HE Memorial Stone of the Wilson Hall of
the University of Melbourne was laid on
the 2nd of October, 1879, by the Honourable Sir
Samuel Wilson, M.L.C., in the presence of His
Excellency the Governor and a large and brilliant
assemblage. The ceremony was, of course, of a
purely formal character, but for all that there was
attached to it a considerable amount of interest,
preparations being made to render the occasion a
memorable one, and to surround it with as much
¢clat as possible.

Guests to the number of about five hundred
were present by invitations issued by the Council,
and for these accommodation was afforded in such
a manner that the usual inconvenience of a crush
generally attached to similar ceremonies was
entirely avoided, whilst at the same time every
one was enabled to obtain an unobstructed view
of the proceedings, and to hear distinctly all that
was said.

The scaffolding in connection with the building

was profusely decorated with flags, which imparted
B
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Sir Redmond Barry, received from Mr. Samuel

Wilson, of Ercildoune, the following letter :—
¢« Ercildoune, near Ballarat,

“ December, 1874.

«Sir,—It is my desire to apply a sum of
money to a purpose of a public nature, which will
testify in a permanent manner the interest which
I feel in the welfare of Victoria.

“It is now about twenty-three years since I
first placed my foot on Australian soil, and during
that time my exertions have been successful, far
beyond my expectations. Under these circum-
stances, I feel that to Australia, the land of my
adoption, and the birthplace of my wife and
children, I owe a debt of gratitude which I now
desire in some small degree to repay.

‘““In fully considering the subject of what
would be the most suitable way of giving expres-
sion to the feeling to which I have referred, many
ideas suggested themselves, which were, one after
another, for various reasons abandoned. Our
benevolent and charitable institutions are already
cared for by the State and by the exercise of
individual charity, the cultivation of which feeling
it would be unwise to discourage. Qur several
churches are prosperous, and on the whole well
supported. My inclinations were at one time in
favour of establishing a permanent fund for the

purpose of adding to the art treasures of our
B 2
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in the absence of sufficient accommodation at the
University, to be held in the Town-hall, and also
the periodical assemblies for the granting of
degrees, and other academical ceremonies. I
therefore, through you, as Chancellor, place a sum
of thirty thousand pounds (£30,000) at the dis-
posal of the authorities of the University for the
erection of a Hall in keeping with the design of the
present buildings, this donation to be free from any
conditions whatever. My hope is that this sum,
judiciously expended, will build a Hall sufficient
for the requirements of the University, which will
at the same time be an ornament to the city
of Melbourne.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

SamueL WiLson.”
The Hon. Sir Redmond Barry,

Chancellor of the University of Melbourne, &c.

Sir Redmond Barry forwarded the letter to
“The Argus,” for publication with the following

note :—
TO THE EDITOR OF ‘‘ THE ARGUS."

“Sir,—I send you a letter addressed to me
by Samuel Wilson, Esq., of Ercildoune.

“You will oblige me by publishing it in
‘ The Argus.’

“It will inform you that this gentleman has
placed in my hands the sum of £30,000, to he
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whatever,” it was unanimously resolved that the
Hall should be called after its generous founder.

The work of erecting the Hall was, however,
not set about immediately on the receipt of the gift,
great deliberation being exercised in selecting the
exact site, and deciding on the architectural style
of the building. Interest, of course, in the
meantime was swelling the original donation, and |
the amount at the disposal of the University
authorities from £30,000 became £ 37,000 in 1878,
and before the building is completed it will exceed
£40,000.

At length in 1877 a design for the building, in
accordance with general instructions given by the
Council, was prepared by the University architects
(Messrs. Reed and Barnes), and approved.
Tenders for the erection of the Hall were called
for, and in February 1878, one at [35,910 was
accepted. The tenderer, however, declining to
sign the contract, the next lowest tender, that of
Messrs. Nation and Co., the energetic contractors
for the Eastern Market, at £36,707 was accepted,
and from the manner in which they have so far
done their work, there can be no doubt of their
completing the undertaking to the entire satisfac-
tion of the authorities. Their contract was entered
into on the 8th July, 1878, the period allowed for the
completion of all the works being three years, so
that in a little less than two yeats from the present
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quadrangle, with the open side towards the south.
The west side of the quadrangle is designed to
receive a new Library and Museum as a balance
for the Wilson Hall, but these buildings are
altogether in futuro, requiring for their inception
the gift of some other generous patron like Sir
Samuel Wilson.

The style of architecture adopted in the Wilson
Hall was decided on by the Council of the
University after very careful and prolonged inquiry,
and the designs were prepared by the University
architects according to the Council’s instructions.
The style is known as that of the best period of the
perpendicular Gothic, this order being considered
most in keeping with the present buildings, and
with the traditions of similar institutions in the
mother country. The internal dimensions of the
Hall will give some idea of its magnificent
amplitude when completed. The length of the
hall will be 140ft. by a width of 50 ft., while the
height from the floor to the top of the walls will
be 45 ft., and from the floor to the apex of the roof
82ft. The external dimensions, taking in the
thickness of the walls, and architectural features,
will be as follows :—Length, 152 ft.; width, 62 ft.;
height from the ground to the top of the gable, g6 ft.

The walls are being built of freestone, the
exterior being of a hard durable sandstone obtained
from Sydney, and the interior of soft New Zealand
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the buttresses and principal angles are topped by
pinnacles—the turrets having high pointed stone
crocketed roofs, and the walls being finished with a
richly-panelled and embattled parapet. The floor
of the hall is to be formed of wood, to be decorated
with ornamental parquetry work.

Notwithstanding the stage of progress which
the erection of the building has reached, the
foundation or rather Memorial Stone has not been
formally laid till now, the delay having been caused
by various circumstances. The Council of the
University, however, invited Sir Samuel Wilson to
lay the stone on his return from England, and he
consented to perform the ceremony at the time
fixed by them.

‘At three o’clock His Excellency the Marquis
of Normanby, accompanied by his Aide-de-camp,
Lord Hervey Phipps; Captain Le Patourel, his
Private Secretary; Colonel .Anderson and the
Officers of the Commandant’s Staff, entered the
University Reserve, and were met by a Guard
of Honour from the Garrison Artillery Corps.
Sir Redmond Barry and the Members of the
Council of the University then conducted His
Excellency and party to a position near the
Memorial Stone, the band playing the National
Anthem. The seat provided for His Excellency
was placed facing the stone, where he then sat,
having Lady Wilson and the Hon. Mrs. Bright
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of the Members of the Council and Senate,
including Sir Redmond Barry, Chancellor; Dr.
Brownless, Vice-Chancellor ; His Honor Sir Wm.
Stawell, Chief Justice; Dr. Morrison; Mr. J. W.
Rogers, Q.C.; Mr. H. M. Andrew, M.A.; and the
following Professors and Lecturers:—Dr. Hearn,
Dean of the Faculty of Law; Dr. Halford, Dean of
the Faculty of Medicine ; Professor Nanson, M.A.,
Chairman of the Professorial Board; Professor
Strong, M.A.; Professor M‘Coy, Professor Elking-
ton, M.A.; Mr. Pirani, M.A.; Dr. Barker; Mr.
Kernot, M.A.; and numerous other Graduates and
Undergraduates. The Members of the Ministry
present were :—Mr. W. Collard Smith, Minister of
Education ; Mr. Grant, Minister of Justice ; and
Mr. J. Woods, Commissioner of Railways.

Sir Redmond Barry and Sir Samuel Wilson
having ascended the steps leading to the position
of the Memorial Stone, the CHANCELLOR said :—

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, Sir
Samuel Wilson,—The Council of the University
of Melbourne are desirous that you should lay the
Memorial Stone of the New Hall, now in course of
being built, and have invited you to do so here
to-day. On me devolves the duty of conveying to
you their thanks for the bounteous liberality which
has actuated you in presenting to them funds to
erect the building. (Loud cheers.)






UNIVERSITY OF MELEOURNE 1R

of carrying out your purpose thoroughly and well.
In recognition of this, and in order to perpetuate
your deed of noble munificence, they have resolved
that the building shall be called and known as
¢ The Wilson Hall.” (Cheers.)

We cannot boast of the hallowed traditions of
former times, to which older institutions can refer;
in that respect the past is not for us. We may
indulge, however, buoyantly in brilliant anticipa-
tions of the future.

Postera crescam laude is the motto chosen by us
in the moment of our early confidence, accordingly
it has been determined that your name shall be
connected indissolubly with the history, the for-
tunes, and the ¢ late born’” renown of the
University of Melbourne.

At the outset, I may be permitted to inform
Your Excellency and those present that the
building is to be in the perpendicular Gothic style
of architecture. It is in length 140 ft.; breadth,
47 ft.; height of the walls, 45 ft.; and to the apex
of the roof, 84 ft. That it is florid, but pure in
taste, maintaining the elegance of character by
which the style was distinguished before degenera-
tion took place. The moneys to be devoted to the
erection will exceed f£40,000, and there is every
reason to induce the expectation that you, Sir
Samuel, will be satisfied with the care taken and
efforts made to render it in every respect worthy
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tions of the testator ? How often have we seen
large sums of money laid out in the expenses
necessarily incurred to establish the validity of
wills ? How often have bequests of that nature
been rendered only partially available or wholly
lost by reason of the inexpert or ignorant penning
of a will, through an error which might never
have arisen had the thought been worked out by
the benefactor himself, or rectified by him in his
lifetime under competent legal advice? While
some men have lived who have been considered
more lavish of their wealth in the direction of
good deeds, after the power of use or abuse of it
has eluded their hold upon it, than when it was
actually within their dominion; when the fruits of

. the donation, that is, the gratitude of the recipients,

might have been culled by them—a recompense

' no well-regulated mind would disregard.

The demands upon those charitably disposed
have in this country been marked invariably by

| a genial and ready response; whether the object *

be domestic or local, or affecting the welfare or
misfortunes of those in remote lands. We have

| but to look around us and see the structures

reared for the relief of those afflicted with the

. maladies which assail the vital forces, or those
- which satisfy the wants or alleviate the sufferings

of the destitute, the aged, the infirm. Creditable

to them is the pure spirit which has animated
c
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There is much also to render this gift and
the purpose to which it is your wish it should
be applied especially deserving, not only of the
thanks of the Council of the Universit}f, but of
the community at large.

In the early days of our struggling existence
there were many oppressive burthens on the State,
and numerous calls upon its rulers. The country
was to be rescued from the wildness of nature,
forests were to be penetrated by roads, rivers
spanned by bridges, departments to be instituted
and organised, buildings of all kinds provided,
and the wants of a population, augmented by
the arrival of more than 300,000 in one year,
promptly supplied.

The fabric of the social communion was
not allowed as elsewhere to be set up by
gradual expansion and development, but created
as it were by the wand of a magician. Amidst
such distractions and such serious pressure on
the revenue, it was incumbent on the Council
to exercise due caution. They felt that the
ultimate prosperity of the institution must depend
—not on the magnitude or splendour of their
buildings, their spacious halls, and a mimic
pageantry disproportionate to their condition, but
as they were invested with a serious responsibility
to carry out fully, and as a primary duty, the
spirit which breathed in the preamble of their

cC 2
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During several years, the increased number
of students in the schools, and of the books and
scientific apparatus in the library and lecture
rooms have caused much inconvenience by reason
of the limited space, and the want of a suitable
apartment in which to confer degrees and perform
the high offices of the University. This has
divested the ceremonies of much of the accus-
tomed and acknowledged solemnity with which
they should justly have been celebrated.

Few are now to be found who will under-
estimate the value of such exertions in the cause
of paying a due reverence to sound learning,
its preceptors, and their pupils.

In all ages we have instances of the homage
paid to those who advanced, and those who
cultivated learning under instruction and guidance,
and of illustrious men who made their memories
imperishable by acts of generosity in furtherance
of its advancement, as well as in promoting the
enjoyment of the people by giving them the
means of recreation and healthful exercise.

The name of AcapEmus—incorporated into
our language as expressing a seat of learning,
or body of learned men—was revered by his
countrymen, as much by reason of his having
dedicated his groves in the suburbs of Athens to
their use, as by the fact that in them, beautified
by Cymon, desolated by Sylla, the Peripatetics
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How immeasurably superior that donation to
the other bequest,

¢ To every Roman citizen he gives
To every several man seventy-five drachmas.”

One dissipated probably on the instant by the
legatees, the other prized by the descendants of
the original recipients who esteemed aright the
privileges they inherited, though mayhap ignorant
of the military and political history of the great
Julius.

Influences of this nature have existed through-
out all ages, and the greatest names have been
perpetuated when associated with a noble example
of the art of architeclure in some one of its
numerous imposing forms. Fortunate, indeed, has
it been that at this stage, when the University has
but lately reached the period of emancipation, a
man has been found whose breadth of view has
enabled him to include within his scope of vision

- the wide field which is open to the intelligent
. inquirer. One anxious to benefit his fellow-men,
- one who has had the sagacity to appreciate the
- full value of the moral as well as the material
. significance of the mode in which he proposed to
- appropriate his wealth, and of the effect socially
- of the result which he hoped would be attained.
(Loud cheers.)

Here, then, is a new impulse given to every

- individual connected in any manner with this
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encourage him to renewed and sustained exer-
tion. (Applause.) He will remember what he
owes to the founder and to the University, and
will not forget what he owes to himself. He
will not forget the vows he has pledged, the
hostages he has given—*'‘to maintain in all
places and on all occasions the credit, the
dignity, and the honor of the University.”

There is also a lesson of deeper interest con-
veyed by the ceremony at which we assist to-day.
It is an illustration of the great progress of human
thought, the triumphant march of intellectual
expansion, which marks the present epoch. We,
inhabitants of a part of Her Majesty’s wide
dominions far remote from the seat of govern-
ment, occupied by the British race only as of
yesterday, may here behold the approval with
hearty fervency, of those principles which direct
and influence those engaged in matters relating
to education. All who have given attention to
the subject know that it is only within the
present century that university education has
widened the base of its operations, timidly at
first, owing to the exclusiveness of the old
corporations (may I be pardoned for daring to
say, the bigoted adherence to ancient rule and
precedent), but latterly with freer and more elastic
step. There is no unseasonable presumption in
asserting, that in every direction within which the
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professions is given, the number of our students
is considerably augmented, a greater amount of
sympathy with you, Sir, for your active generosity
is secured, and the gravity of the obligation we are
under to you is largely enhanced.

Again, there has been of late years much
healthy growth of the ideas which inculcate the
principles of how to enjoy the expenditure of the
surplus of accumulated wealth. You, Sir, have
displayed here, how thoroughly you have imbued
and saturated yourself with these principles. Your
enthusiasm has inspired others, who as our neigh-
bours in New South Wales, in South Australia,
nearer home in the instances of our own affiliated
colleges, have distinguished themselves in like
manner. (Applause).

We may point, indeed, to Great Britain and
to other countries of Europe where the wealthy
and the great have, out of their superfluity, pro-
moted literature, science, and the arts; to the
Great Republic, the United States of America,
whose people sustain with an admiring emulation,
a friendly contest with other peoples-in all things
pertaining to matters such as these.

However, admitting all due in other quarters,
we may, in the meantime, claim the merit to be
righteously ascribed to a fellow-citizen, one of our

own soil, and with excusable exultation point to
the Wilson Hall. (Loud cheers).






UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 29

of this building, which we have met to-day to
celebrate.

It would have given me still greater pleasure
if it had been arranged that His Excellency should
have also laid the Memorial Stone of this building,
but the authorities of the University were opposed
to my strongly expressed opinions on this point,
and desired that I, as the actual founder of the
building which is to be called by my name, should
officiate at the placing of the Memorial Stone 1n
the ceremony of to-day.

I would take this opportunity of acknow-
ledging the honour done me by the Council of
the University in this matter, and in following
the examples of Oxford and Cambridge, in
naming this building the * Wilson Hall,” after
its founder; and I would tender my most grateful
thanks to them, and also to the Honourable Sir
Redmond Barry, Chancellor of the University, for
the very kind consideration they have shown to
me at all times in this matter.

It 1s indeed very gratifying to me to have
these tokens of their kind feelings towards me,
and I am deeply sensible of the high honour they
have conferred upon me in associating my name
with the Melbourne University, which is one of
the oldest institutions of its kind in Australia, and
which, unless it belies its early promise, bids fair
to. make Melbourne the great seat of learning of
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gained by long and sustained efforts are valued
by the owner beyond their real worth, and it is
only by learning the lesson that wealth can be put
to its best use, and enjoyed to the best advantage
when a portion of it is spent in promoting the
happiness, welfare, or enlightenment of others,
that it is possible to devote a large amount to a
public object of this kind.

I do not desire to claim any undue credit
for anything that I have done in this or other
matters, in the endeavour which I have made to
benefit the country; and the reception which these
efforts have had from the public, when all due
allowance is made for political feeling, has amply
repaid me for any services which I have rendered
to the colony. (Cheers.)

There are undoubtedly no truer or purer
pleasures than those arising from actions such as
those to which I refer; but on this side of the
world there is a very strong temptation to men
of means to go to otherlands, where they can find,
in a refined and cultivated society, everything that
can gratify the intellect or charm the senses,
and where all the treasures of art, literature, and
science, are within their reach—where any climate
they may consider preferable can be reached in
a journey of a few hours, and where they are not
looked upon by a political party, and a section of
the public press, as the natural enemies of the
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There is a temptation after a certain amount
of success has been attained to give up work
because it is irksome, and to seek pleasure alone,
spending time and means in the pursuit, which,
if followed, brings in only disappointment, and
the real and solid satisfaction which comes from
worthy achievement is never reached. (Cheers.)
Though success crown endeavour in each fresh
pursuit of selfish enjoyment, it has no significance
in the world, and leaves no trace behind.

This building, the plans of which have
appeared in the illustrated papers, and which
have no doubt been seen by most of those
present, is, I think, of good proportions. The
counsel of Socrates, that philosophy should
sacrifice to the graces, has not been forgotten
by the architect who planned the building and
the Council who selected this design, which,
indeed, is a very handsome one; and I found
that it was much admired in England, where
the grandest works of some of the most celebrated
architects in the world are to be seen. We may
reasonably hope that this Hall may, in the not
distant future, have within these walls men of
Australian birth who will equal, if they cannot
hope to surpass, the great and learned men of
the dear old fatherland we all revere.

There is, said an English writer, a philosophy

which never reposes; the word progress is its
D
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