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in the Case of Dean Swift. 3

with regard to mental peculiarities. 'I'hi_s1I I believe, may be
looked upon as a fact ascertained by reiterated observation ;
nevertheless, Mr Buckle, in his History of Civilization, has at-
tempted to shake our well-founded faith in the transmission
of hereditary talents, hereditary vices, and even of * hereditary
madness.” If the distinguished and eloquent author had taken
the trouble of consulting the records of hospitals for the insane,
or the works on mental disease, he would find himself com-
pelled to give up hisidea regarding the non-hereditarynature of
mental maladies.

M. Moreau, Physician to the Bicétre, one ofthe most accu-
rate observers with whom I have ever come in contact, strongly
advocates the doctrine of the transmission of psychical disease
in his learned and deeply interesting work, ** La Psychologie
morbide dans ses Rapports avee la Philosophie de I'Histoire ou
de I'Influence des Neuropathies sur le Dynamisme Intellectuel.”
He says, « L’hérédité est la source des neuf-dixiémes, peut-étre,
des maladies mentales.” In this opinion of thehereditary nature
of insanity, he only agrees with all who have studied the sub-
ject by the light of experience—Esquirol, and other French
alienist physicians; and the most distinguished English psycho-
logists, as Conolly, Bucknill, Winslow, and others,

Swift is included by Moreau in his group of men who pre-
sented symptoms of insaniti, prnpeﬁy so called ;" and in
goodly company, doubtless, 1s he placed ; but probably not one
among thesearistocrats of talent was possessed of a more original
mind, M. Moreau considers that EEEEHEE& states of the brain
powerfully favour the development of the highest intellectual
functions:it would appear,according to him, that in pointoffact
the most exalted genius and insanity are cognate conditions,
He evidently agrees in opinion with the ancient sage who says,
“ Nullam magnum ingenium sine mixtura dementiz.” Swift
himself said, “ Madness is the source of all human genius.”

The subject is one of surpassing interest; and 1t must be
conceded to M. Moreau, even by those who differ widely from
his conclusions, that he has handled it with much ingenuity
and ability.

It is not my present purpose to enter minutely into the
subject of Swift's case, from a medical point of view ; that has
already been done by my friend Dr. Wilde, in the pages of
this Journal, and well has he performed the difficult task
. which he assigned to himself, and that too in the absence of
E;}r record from the many physicians who ministered to the

ean,

When we remember how eminent some of the physicians


















