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14 Medical Society of Victoria,

little macula is seen at some part of the circumference of the cell, the
diameter of the cell being 1-1700th of an inch, that of the nucleus
1-2800th inch. The cells are of this size before the diluted dye is
added. From this time every further observation for several days
will show the cells in great abundance, until finally they become
destroyed. The blood at the same time getting thinner and thinner.”
He had never seen these cells before death, but he believed the
organic germinal matter of the serpent’s poison to be the efficient
agent, and the post-mortem changes in the blood to be in some way
connected with a metamorphosis of the fibrin of that fluid, which
so far as coagulation was concerned appeared destroyed by snake-
poison. It was also the case in death from Hydrocyanic Acid. His
most able friend Mr, Ralph, of Kew, near Melbourne, after witness-
ing all the changes in the blood above alluded to, found nearlythe same
condition of blood after poisoning by Prussic Acid. He, the Professor,
had since confirmed Mr. Ralph’s observations, and was led to believe
that whenever the fibrin does not coagulate these cells will beseen after
death. There were some remarkable facts bearing upon this subject
by Dr. Onimus, He (Dr. Onimus) believed with him, that cells
may arise from an amorphous blastema, and that it is not necessary
to suppose, with Virchow, that omnis cellula e celluld. That the"
condition of the cell was not necessary to infection, had been proved
with respect to the vaccine virus by Cheavean ; this lymph consisted
of white cells, serum, and elementary granules, After separating the
cells, the remainder was as virulent as ever. The clear serum, he
found, was harmless. In the elementary granular matter dwelt the
activity of the virus. So with snake-poison ; he, Professor Halford,
had always ascribed its virulence to the microscopic particles he had
designated  germinal matter,” such as indeed constituted the
essential elements of all glandular secretions and which possessed
such remarkable powers of transformation, as to have been called,
for the want of a better name, animal ferments. He would
now leave the subject, thanking the members for their kind attention.
He had stated to them facts, facts respecting the post-mortem
condition of the blood, facts concerning the injection of Ammonia
into the veins, and into the heart itself; facts, which he felt con-
fident might be taken as sure bases for future scientific inquiry and
practical application. ¥ :

The PresipEsT thought the profession might congratulate itself
on the investigations Professor Halford had made on this subject,
which he thought was quite in its infancy and suggested a wide
field for future inquiry. It was moreover a matter of which the
University might be proud, that one of its professors had initiated
this most important principle, which he trusted would be still further
investigated.

On the motion of Dr. Jonasson, seconded by Dr. McCarthy,
the thanks of the meeting were cordially accorded to Professor
Halford for his very interesting paper.

BTILLWELL AND ENIGHT, PRINTERS, COLLINS ETREET EABT, MELBOURNE.










