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A great improvement on tanned skins, was parchment, or
charta Pergamena,—paper of Pergamus. Varro and Pliny inform
us, that it was invented by Eumenes, king of Pergamus ; after
a quarrel with Ptolemy, king of Egypt. The latter, in conse-
quence of this dispute, prohibited the exportation of papyrus ;

~ and the former invented parchment, in order to supply its place.
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But this account does not appear correct ; for Josepus, Diodorus
Siculus, and other authors, mention parchment, as having been
used before the reign of the Ptolemies. Herodotus and Ctesias
mention it, as having been in use from time immemorial. Per-
gamus was the place where its manufacture was most improved,
and carried to the greatest extent; and to this, no doubt, it
owes its mame. There were three kinds: the first, the most
common, was of the natural colour ; the second, yellow on one
gide, and white on the other (thence called by Persiug “ mem-
brana dicolor”) ; and the third, tinged with purple ; only used
when the characters were to be in silver or gold. The greater
part of the writings extant, of a period earlier than the sixth
century (as well as those of a later date, on which much pains
were bestowed), are on parchment : for, though the gradunal in-
troduction of less expensive materials led to its relinquishment
on urdinm‘g' occasions, it was still retained in those cases in
which durability was required ; and for such purposes, as in many
legal documents, it is in use to this day.

~_On particular occasions they made use of vellum, a finer
kind of parchment, prepared from the skins of young calves. In
the University of Upsal, there is a splendid manuscript of this
kind, called the Codex Argenteus, or silver-hook. It is a Gothic
translation of the gospels; written by Uphilas, in the fourth
century ; and is remarkable as the only specimen extant of the
tongue, from which sprang the langnages of Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, Iceland, the Netherlands, Germany, and Great Britain.
The colour of the vellum is violet ; the body of the text is in
silver ; and the initials arein gold. So beantifully are the letters
formed, that they were long supposed to have been sbamped, with
hot metal types ; in the some way as binders now letter books :
thus exhibifing a very near approach to the art of printing, a
thousand years before its discovery. Upon being minutel
examined, however, by Mr. Coxe, it was discovered, that eac
letter was drawn and painted, like the initial letters in the best
missals.

. Parchment of the best kind was always very dear, and some-
times very scarce. Thus in the year 1120, we find the following
notice :—“One Martin Hugh, being appointed by the convent
of 8t. Edmonbury to write and illuminate a grand copy of the
Bible, for their library, could procure no parchment for this
purpose in England.” Indeed, the constant objection to parch-
ment was its expense ; and this led to the adoption of cheaper,
though less convenient substitutes. A custom, a relie of whick
Htll_lyamama in the Hast, prevailed from the remotest ages, of
writing on the leaves of trees ;—those of the mallow, or the

m, being generally preferred. The Latin for leaf, is Jolwum ;
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oxcellent material for cups, and other domestic ntensils ; of the
stem they made staves, E ribs of boats ; and of the bark, cloth,
sails, Topes, string, shoes, baskets, wicks for lamps, and especially
paper. Of the mode of preparing the last article, Pliny gives
the following account. The fibrous coats of the stem were
peeled off ; and one layer was placed upon another, with the fibres
at right angles. The water of the Nile was used to glue them
together. 'The sheet, thus formed, was well pressed ; and after
being dried in the sun, was beaten with a mallet, and the process
was completed by polishing with a shell. The paper was then
ent into various sizeg ; from three inches square to thirfeen.
The celebrated modern traveller, Bruce, paid much attention to
the subject, and gives a very interesting account of it. He
guccceded in mannfacturing papyrus, both in Egypt and in
Abyssinia ; but differs, in one particular, from the account given
by Pliny. The water of the Nile, he affirms, has no glutinouns
roperty ; and must have been used, by the ancients, only to
dissolve the saccharine matter of the plant ; which is alone, he
says, a cement sufficiently strong to give the layers coherence ;
but I doubt whether this glutinous matter is really saccharine.

For many centuries, papyrus formed the principal commerce
of the Mediterranean. Of the wealth acquired by its manufac-
ture, the following is an example. In the middle of the third
century, Firmus, a paper merchant at Alexandria, gained over
the multitude by his wealth, and assumed the imperial power.
He coined money, issued ediets, and raised an army ; all which
he maintained from the profits of his trade.

The place of its first manufacture was Memphis ; but it was
afterward removed to Alexandria. At the time the Romans
conquered Egypt, its quality was very inferior ; but Roman
arbists, being sent to Alexandria, very much improved it ; ag
they did everything else which fell into their hands. By dint of
repeated beating, sizing, pressing, and polishing, its quality was
greatly improved ; and by their continued care it attained, in
later ages, to perfect whiteness of colour, and smoothness of sur-
face. It always remained, however, very friable; and, in the
manufacture of books, a leaf of parchment was inserted between
every six of papyrus ; that the fragility of the one substanee
might be counterbalanced by the durability of the other. We
sfill possess manuseripts of this kind, of as early a date as the
fourth Eﬂntnr{, but none later than the ninth.
~ When Alexandria was taken by the Saracens (who burned
its famous library of 700 thousand volumes), A.. 640, the ex-
portation of papyrus was much impeded, and to a great extent
suppressed. Parchment, from its high price, could but imper-
fectly supply the deficiency. The gloomy shade of the dark ages
overspread the world ; science drooped ; the arts languished ;
113&1111335 refired to a monastery ; till, in the ninth century, a
material for books, more convenient than any of its predecessors,
came to the relief of expiring literature.

Charta Bombycina, or cotton-paper, was invented in Asia s
but whether in China, Persia, or ucharia, is not known, The
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mursr; and the red from cinnabar ; so called from sinoper, or
dragon's blood, the Indian name for sulphuret of mercury ; which,
when found in the earth, they supposed to be formed of the
blood of elephants and dragons. The art of inscribing the
titles, and capitals of books, was a distinct employment. The
titles of chapters were frequently written in red and blue alter-
nately ; and books of a later date have all the capitals green.
TInk of gold, or of silver, was much used ; and the art of prepa-
ring it was a separate business. A particular kind of purple
ink, called the imperial encaustic, was appropriated to the sole
use of the Emperors ;—the sanction of law, then as now, being
sometimes employed on occasions unworthy of its dignity. Bub
it was the fashion to put in purple ink, at the end of every manu-
seript, the name of the writer ; and the year, month, day, and
sometimes hour, of completing his performance ; and 8o impe-
riously did fashion, in those days as well ag the present, maintain
her sway, that either the mandate was disregarded, and the
imperial ink employed, or there was substituted a counterfeit,
the spuriousness of which cannot now be determined.

aving dwelt so long ou the materials, let us now glance at
the instruments, of writing. These, of course, varied ; according
to the nature of the substance on which characters were to be
traced. For stone and wood, the mallet and chisel were
employed ; and for wax, ivory, and metal tablets, styles were
nsed. These were rather formidable instruments; as they
somefimes served the purpose of weapons. When Casar was
attacked by the conspirators, he wounded one of the assassinsg,
with his style ; and a Christian school-master, Cassianus, was
killed by his scholars with their writing implements. Other
instances, of a similar description, are on record ; and the
Roman Government prohibited the use of #rom-styles. They
were afterward formed of ivory, bone, or wood. We still retain
the word sfyle; but it is now employed to express the general
cast of expression, or character of the composition. Our common
phrase—'* changing the style”—is evidently taken from the
custom of reversing the instrument, to erase what was written ;
in order to substitute something different.

As the style was not adapted for holding liquids, or for
writing on parchment and papyrus, a calamus became necessary.
It was made of a reed ; its shape resembled that of a pen ; but it
had a larger and coarser nib. It was mended with a rough stone.
The particular species of the reed, has never been ascertained.
All the Slaces where reeds grow, have been explored by natural-
1sts, and many scientific conjectures have been hazarded
on the subject ; but, in spite of all their endeavours, it has not
found a place in the botanical system of Linneus.

Reed-pens continued in use so late as the eighth century.
Ancient authors give us the following list of the apparatus on
the desk of a writer, or copyist ; and it may all be seen in the
figures which adorn ancient manuscripts :—Sponge, to cleanse
the reed, and to rub out errors ; a knife for making the pen ;
pumice-stone for mending it ; compagses for measuring the dis-
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monastery had its seriptorium, or writing room ; where a number
of monks were constantly employed in the work of transcription.
It is true that bigotry sometimes interfered ;—causing the writers
to prefer the menastic inanities of their own order, to all other
books ; and, the classics being considered profane, men of more
liberal views and refined taste, were obliged to resort to plansible
pretences, in order to have them copied. Generally, however, the
writers followed amore indiseriminate mode ;—observing only the
very easy rule, of taking the next book upon the shelf. This
carelessness was a most fortunate circumstance. It is better

‘that some rubbish should have been preserved, and a few gems

lost, than to have been dependant on the bigoted selection of the
monkish copyists.

The principal libraries of antiquity, were those of Pergamus
Alexandria, Constantinople, Rome, and Milan. These were all
destroyed by the ruthless barbarity of their respective conguer-
ors; and thus many works, of which there were no duplicates,
entirely perished. To this must be added a very fruitful source
of dilapidation, from which literature has to mourn the loss of
many a valuable gem, Parchment being at all times very
expensive, and particularly after the conquest of Egypt by the
Saracens, copyists were inguced to erase the writing from old
manuseripts, in order to substitute works more in demand.
These re-written manuscripts, were called palimpsests ; from the
Greek, palimpsestos ; compounded of palin *“ again”, and psao, * to
expunge.” This practice, unhappily, became general through all
Burope ; and prevailed for a long time, and to a ruinous extent.
Not unfrequently have the most valuable remains of antiquity
been sacrificed, to make room for the superstitious legends of the
monks ; and the relics of the ancients given place to the relics
of saints. In some instances, the previous writing is not wholly
obliterated ; and successful attempts have been made to decypher
1t. Many works have thus been recovered ; among the most
valuable of which may be mentioned a part of “ Cicero de Repub-
lich” ; which had given place to the Commentaries of Saint
Augustin.

If, to these general sonrces of destruction, we add the nume-
rous accidental dangers to which books were exposed, we shall
hmr:a reason to consider ourselves fortunate, that our stock of
ancient works is still so considerable. Happily for literature,
the cloister of a monk was a place of far greater security,
than the fortress of a conqueror, or the palace of a king ; for,
while the latter were exposed to all the dangers of political con-
vulsmPS, the former was respected by the fiercest invader.

The excursion which we have made, this evening, into the
fields of antiquity, cannot fail (I think) to furnish reason for
congratulation; that we live in more enlightened, in happier
days. Knowledge is not only power, it is happiness ; for know-
ledge and power, as well as all other things, are-desirable only
as they contribute to happiness, Who can tell the sum of orati-
ﬁcatlc?n, which the invention of printing has produced ? It isa
remark, trite indeed, but not the less true, that those advantages
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APPENDIX,

EXETER CATHEDRAL.

Copy of a Letter to the Very Rev. the Dean of Exeter, Viscount Midleton.

My Loord,—The inscription on the mural tablet to tho memory of James
Bell, at the western extremity of the nave (nortb aisle), has become so faded
by time as to be illagibla at a short distance, and is a blot on the wall.® If
the aathorities will allow that inscription to be repainted, I shall be happy to
pay the expense ; in token of good will, and as a memento of my visit to

our beautiful Cathedral. In my way to Torquay for the benefit of health,
Ewaa tempted to stay in Exeter for the winter months, and enjoy the daily
gervices in a building comfortably warmed; and T am thankful indeed for
being permitted to spend part of the interval in a temperasure (56°) suited
to air-passages affected by chronic irritation, which might be seriously
aggravated by prolonged exposure to the ungenial atmosphere without.
P%aasa to return the enclosed printed slip, with your reply, when the Chapter

shall have coms to a determination.—Yours respectfully, N. ROGERS.
(January 15, 1866.)

Gopy of printed slip, enclosed in the above, and taken from the Middle-
sex Clounfy Times for December 30, 1865 :—Washington Irving, in his
* Sketch Book”, mentions, more than once, the Pulteney Monument at the
gouth-enst angle of the cloisters at Westminster Abbey. DBy time and
neglect this stately monument, of different coloured marble, had become 80
encrusted with smoke and dirt, that its beanties were hidden under an imper-
vious veil ;—its recumbent statuse, originally white, presenting the appear-
ance of a blackamoor. With permission of the Dean and Chapter, the whole
has just been scraped and cleaned, the surrounding rails and other unsightly
obstructions removed, and the inscription repainted, at the expense (£20) of
Dr, Rogers ; who is favourably known to our readers by his restorations of
the ancient mural brass, and Thorney’s Conduit, at Acton. He is also the con-
tributor of a coloured window at Poets’ Corner, in Westminster Abbey. The
Pulteney Monnment is not only handsome in itself, but a great ornament to
the locality.

_ Copy of the Dean's Reply :—Lord Midleton begs to return enclosed
(printed slip) to Dr. Rogers, and to say that he laid his liberal offer before
the Chapter this day. While appreciating Dr. R.’s kind offer, they feel that
whatever is done in the Cathedral, in the way of renovation, should be done
by themselves. With respect to the spending [ef] time within the building,
exgapt during the hours of divine service, the Chapter are obliged to act upon
a general principle ; and that prineiple would not allow of their [allow their}]
giving the permission requested by Dr. Rogers, in his or any particular case.
(Exeter, January 19, 1866.)

Copy of Reply to the Dean : —My Lord,—Of course I bow to the authority
of the Uhapter, though regretting their decision. Accept my respectful
thanks for the courtesy of all your communications, personal or epistolary.
I wish I could extend the compliment to your irritable friend, whose m?ﬂ
behaviour was unbecoming a clergyman and a gentleman. Unmindful of the
maxim—** Audi alteram partem !”’—he expressed his conviction, beforehand,

*Sncred to the r-:-mé:mrr of James Bell, third son of James Bell, Ezq., of Barwick-
upon-Tweed ; who dind, in the vicinity of this oit day of April, 1805
e B ¥ ¥, o0 the second day of April, 1805,

+ The celsbrated Dr, Croft, formorly organist of i ias i
D Srotd L ganist of Westminatar Abbay, lies interred

Tha inzeription on the stons covering his grave
:III..:; ﬁl::;nwthl.l: {rg::gﬁat&:iml r;t;lp:u.a an E?.l rs,tilu grgut gn.ngar of beiag oiffaced ;‘hut,! with
i ih 6o Eha i
Nothndtel Bogors 0o Tiums?nmn o bears, 16 hns recently been restored by Dr.
[1d (7] 5 B
i ﬁf’,ﬁ"'ﬂw » being an aclive verb, doss nob require the assistance of the preposition

























