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2 COlinical Memoranda. .

®

Paralysis—progressive, Jailure of muscular and nervous power ;

structural alterations in spinal cord.

Paralysis of lower extremitigs, " following Epileptic “Seizures.

Lead Colio, Epilepsy, Paralysis and Death. :

Mechanical Injury of Spine, resulting in paralysis of lower ex-
tremaities.

Chorea—effects of Snake Bite,

Facts from various authors, illustrating the importance of the study
of Diseases of the Nervous System.

Facts illustrating the influence of the Nervous System and mental im-
pressions in the production and cure of diseases.

CASE 1.—Loss of Mental Power ( partial insanity), ending in Coma,
Delirium and Death, and attended with Structural Alterations of
the Brain.

CuArLES U., aged 28 years; native of Dublin, Ireland; has

been in the United States Army for several years, served during

the recent war, and worked his way up from the ranks to the
position of 1st Lientenant; was mustered out of service at Green-
ville, in March 1868, at which time Le moved to New Orleans,
and entered the family of Mrs. A. Patient assisted Mrs. A. in
various ways, doing work about the house as directed. After a
time, about six months before his final illness, it was noticed that
the patient exhibited less intelligence than formerly. The intel-
lectual powers appeared to fail gradually, and the patient be-
came ‘‘unreliable,” and when sent on an errand, would go to some
other place than the one specified. Three weeks before his en-
trance into the Charity Hospital became delirious aud insensible,
with short lucid intervals, when he appeared to recognize Mrs,

A. and her family. Bowels constipated, and during three weeks,

is said to have had only one action from the bowels. The attend-

ing physiecian applied a blister over the head, and administered
purgatives, but without any apparent benefit.

Entered Charity Hospital March 8th, 1869, ward 29, bed 430.
Medium height; blue eyes, light hair, red beard; reduced in
flesh ; lies in a state of delirium and apparent insensibility ; can-
not be aroused ; twitching of tendons and picking at bed-clothes,
Bowels obstinately constipated; passes his urine in the bed,
has a powerful ammoniacal odor.

ey I S e,







4 Clinical Memoranda.

Kidneys congested, but otherwise healthy.

In this case we have an instance of the connection of deran ged
mental action with structural alteration of the brain and its
membranes,

CAsE Il.—Temporary Insanity, occurring oceasionally during a
period of years, followed finally by Loss of Mental Power, Para-
lysis and Death. Structural Alterations discovered in the Brain
and Spinal Cord.

John L. B., native of Mississippi, aged 50 years, admitted to
ward No. 28, bed 416, October 20th, 1868; was in comfortable
circumstances previous to the reeent civil war, and has a wife
and family.

Twelve years ago attempted to take the life of his partner,
without any known cause, and since this time has had oceasional
fits of temporary insanity, although he has continued in business.

Three years after the attack on his partner with fire-arms, he

killed his horse, cutting its throat in the road, whilst harnessed
in his buggy, without (as in the first instance), any known rea+
son for the outburst of passion. The patient is said to have con-
tinued in a wild delirious state for several days after these vio-
lent manifestations, During the war lost his property, and at
its close roamed about the country in a demented but harmless
state. .
At the time of his entrance into the hospital, walked with
great difficulty,—spoke slowly and with effort, mind obtuse, and
patient gives no rational history of his past life, each time giving
a new story. In attempting to walk about the wards, fell several
times ; motions feeble and unsteady ; apparent want of eo-odina-
tion of the museular motions; cannot turn without help in bed,
requires assistance in dressing. Sensation apparently inpaired.
General appearance that of a large, stout man, with full imbs,
but in a low ecachectic state, with pale, salloty complexion.
Passes his urine and {weces in bed at night.

The powers continued gradually to fail, and with this progres-
sive loss of muscular and nervous power, the circulation in the
extremities appeared to grow more sluggish, January *st, 1869,
the patient has several large Dbed-sores upon the hips, caused by
pressure, and the action of the involuntary discharges of urine,
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Eaxterior, full and not wasted ; heart normal; Iungs ‘pale, ,but
perfectly healthy, with no ﬂepﬂmta HILDIIE]:I.tﬂI‘j" canal and all
the abdominal organs, liver, spleen, and kidneys normal in ap-
pearance.

Head.—Well-formed and large eranium, with a E.ymmetncal
arch. Nothing peculiar, however, was noted with reference to
the eraninm.

Dura mater, firmly adherent to the bony structure ; pm mater,
greatly congested and thickened; the arachnoid was in like man-
ner thickened, and presented much more of an opalescent ap-
pearance than usual.

Brain, large, well formed, and unuaually firm. - The blood-
vessels of the nutritive membrane of the brain, were everywhere
larger, more numerous and more congested than in healthy
brains. This condition was in no manner connected with the
mere stasis of blood, because it was as great in the most elevated
portions of the brain, as in the most dependent. When cut, sec-
tions of the brain revealed a state of remarkable congestion.
The congestion was greatest in the grey matter of the convolu-
tions and of the optic thalami, giving to those collections of
ganglionic water a pink high-colored appearance,

The blood-vessels of the brain in all parts, were larger and
more numerous and more congested, than in healthy brains, The
blood vessels were not only congested, but they were permanently
enlarged.

The large size of the small blood-vessels and even of the ca-
pillaries, as well as the state of congestion, imparted to the grey
matter a deep pinkish tint.

Under the microscope, the ganglionic cells, of the grey matter, and
ganglia of the brain appeared to be diminished in number, whilst the
capillaries were increased in size, with thickened walls. Exudation
corpuscles were observed amongst the brain structums and especially
along the tracks of the blood-vessels.

The pia mater of the spinal cord was congested in a similar
manner. The spinal cord was covered all around by a net-work
of large anastomosing (varicose) blood-vessels, engorged with
blood. The blood-vessels appeared to be fourfold more numerous
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than i.n health. Upon section, the blood-vessels of the spinal
cord, in all parts, were found to be similar to those of the cere-
brum and cerebellum. They were greatly enlarged and congest-
ed with blood.

The vessels were largest, most numerous and most congested
in the grey matter (ganglionic central columns), of the interior
of the cord. Somarked was the enlargement of the blood-vessels
of the cord, and se great was the congestion of blood in them,
that the grey matter of the cord} everywhere presented a bright-
red color, wholly different from the grey color of health. The
cord was firm in texture. Under the microscope, the ganglionic
cells appeared to be more numerous in the grey matter of the
spinal cord, than the grey matter of the brain; and the capillaries
were enlarged and their walls greatly thickened. Earudation
corpuscles, were also seen in the neighborhood and around the capil-
laries ; and both in the spinal cord, and in the brain, some fragments
of the coloring matter of the blood were discovered in the textures.

It is a question whether the insanity was caused by this con-
gested and enlarged capillary circulation. The temporary nature
of the fits, as well as their violence, would indicate that the primary
lesion existed in the circulatory apparatus of the brain and spinal
cord.

In this case, we have asin the preceding one, an instance of
the connection of deranged mental action with structural alterations
of the brain.

It is of great importance to the science of medicine, that every
case of insanity, should not only be subjected to the most rigid
investigation during life, but also that the most careful examina-
tion of the nerve structures, should be made after death.

The brain is liable to disease, as well as any other organ in
the body, and as it is the organ of the intellectual faculties, it
malkes a vast and important difference in our pathological views
and therapeutical principles, whether we regard insanity as con-
nected with and dependent upon structural alterations, or as a
disorder of the intellectnal faculties and moral power.

Whilst various causes may be active in the production of that
terrible state, in which man is degraded to the level or the brute,
by the loss of those powers which enable him to direct and con-

e e
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trol the forces of matter, and even immaterial agents; it is cer-
tainly of great importance to medical science to determine with
utmost aceuracy the structural lesions of the brain and spinal
cord, in all the various forms of insanity.

A wide and important field of research is opened to the medi-
cal superintendents, directors and attending physicians or the
various Insane Asylums in this country. Each case of insanity
should be subjected to rigid serutiny ; accurate measurements
should be made of the eranium, and all peenliarities of conforma-
tion and of physiognomy should be noted and compared with
the peculiar phases of the insanity; and this careful examina-
tion should be completed by a thorough examination of the brain
after death. If a small portion of the funds of each State Asylum
were devoted to the careful investigation and delineation of the
peculiar conformation of the eranium and countenance (by photo-
graphy), and to the publication of the annual results of the patho-
logical labors conduneted by competent men, important results
would be achieved for the science of medicine.

Two other cases of mental derangement came under the ob-
servation of the students of the Medical Department of the
University of Louisiana, illustrating the connection of mental
derangement with structural alteration of the brain,

CAse IIL.—Insanity caused by Syphilis: Structural Alteration of
Brain. -

The case was that of a white female, who had had
syphilis, and the mental derangement came on, after the super-
vention of constitutional symptioms, and appeared to be directly
referable to the structural changes induced in the brain by the
syphilitie poison.

It was observed during the life of the patient, that she was
insensible to bad odors. Thus, as she was suffering from diar-
rheea, the excrementitious matters were frequently daubed upon
her nose and face, by her own hands, and the patient appeared
even in the lucid moments, to be wholly oblivious to their
presence and offensive odor.

After death, it was found that the structures of the brain, were
extensively softened and altered in the neighborhood of the

origin of the olfactory nerves.
2
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suddenly induced in a stateTof [health, by an agea negress who

practiced witcheraft,
After death it was found that blood-vessels had been ruptured,

and blood extravasated into the grey matter and nervous struc-
tures of the optic thalami and corpora striata. The patient was a
large stout old woman, apparently near seventy years of age, and
the ruptured blood-vessels were found to be degenerated, having
undergone fatty degeneration. Itis possible that the rupture of
the blood-vessels may have been the result of some unusual men-

tal or physical effort.
As the practice of sorcery and witcheraft amongst the negroes

in certain sections of the South, is thought to have been revived
and extended since the war, we reproduce one of the fullest and
most accurate accounts of the superstitious practices of the ne-

groes.
The following very curious account of the extraordinary super-

stition of the African race, was transmitted by the agent of Ja-
maica to the Lords of the Committee of Privy Counecil, and by
them subjoined to their report on the slave trade; and it is said
to have been the result of the dilligent researches and accurate

pen of Mr. Long.

The term Obeah, Obiah, or Obia, (for it is variously written), we conceive to be the ad-
jective, and Obe or Obi the noun subatantive; and that by the word Obia—men or women,
are meant, those who practice Obi. The origin of the term we should consider as of no
importance in our answer to the questions proposed, if, in search of it, we were not led to
disquisitions that are highly gratifying to curiosity. From the learned Mr. Bryant's *
Commentary upon the word Oph, we obtain a very obable "stymology of the term.—A
serpent in the Ea yptian language was called Ob or Aub—0Obion ie still the Eg:ptian name
for a sevpent.—Moses, in the name of God, forbids the Israelites ever to inguire of the
demon Ob, which 18 translated in onr Bible, Charmer or Wizard, Divinator and Sorcilegns.—
The woman at Endor is called Oub or Ob, trauslated Pythounissa ; and Obbaios (he cites from
Horus Apollo) was the name of the Basilisk or Royal Serpent, emblem of the sun, and an
ancient oracular Deity of Afriea. This derivation, which applies to one particular sect, the
remnant probably of a very celebrated religions order in rewote ages, is now become in Ja-
maica the general term to denote those Africans who in that Island practice witcheratt or
aorcery, comprehending also the class of what are called Myalmen, or those who, by means
of a narcotic potion, made with the juice of an herb (snid to be the branched Calalue or
apecies of Solanum) which occasions a trance or profonud sleep of a certain duratiou, en-
deavor to convince the delnded spectators of their power to re-animate dead bodies.

‘" Ag far ns we are able to decide from our own expevience aund information, when wo
lived in the Island, and from the corrent testimony of all the negroes we have ever con.
versed with on the suhject, the professors of Obi are, and always were, natives of Africa,
and none other; and they have bronght the science with them from thence to Jamaica,
where it is 8o universally practiced, that we believe that there are few of the large estaies
possessing native Africans, which have not one or move of thpm. The oldest and most
crafty are those who usnally attract the greatest devotion anid confidence; those whose
hoary heads, and somewhat peculiary harsh and forbidding aspect, {ogether
with some skill in plants of the medicinal and poisonous species have qualified them for
aunccessful imposition npon the weak and credolons, The negroes in peneral, whether
Africans or Creoles, revere, consult and fear them ; to these oracles they resort, and with
the most implicit faith, upon all occasions, whether for the cure of disorders, the obtaining
revenge for injuries or insults, the conciliating of favors, the discovery and punishment of

* Mythology, vol. 1, pages 48, 475 and 475,
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the thief or the adulterer, and the prediction of futnre events, The trade
H““‘“‘ carry on is extremely l:mra?ciru; they wanufacture aud sell their {ﬁ;hﬁhm%
ifferent cases, aud at diffecent prices. A veil of mystery is studiously thrown over their
incantatious, to which the miduight hours are alloited, "and every precauntion is taken to
conceal them from the knowledge and discovery of the white people. The deluded ne
who thorouglily believe in their supernatural power, become the willing accomplices in this
concealment, and the stoutest among them tremble at the very sight ulF the ragged bundle
she bottle or the egg-shells, which are stuck in the thatch, or hung over the door of & but,
or upon the branch of o plantain tree, to deter maraudera. In cases of poison, the patural
effects of it ave by the ignorant negroes, ascribed entirely to the potent workings of Obi,
The wiser negroes Lesitate to reveal their suspicions, thiongh a dread of incarring the ter-
rible vengeance which is fulminated by the Obeah-men ngainst any who should betray them ;
it is very ditticnlt therefore, for the white proprietor, to distinguish the (beah professor from
nuy other negro upou Lis rllfnuutlun ; und so infatuated are the blacks in general, that Lut
few juatances occur of their having assumed conrage enough to impeach these miscreants,
With minds so firmly prepossessed, they no sooner find Obi set for thein near the dvor of their
hounses, or in the path which leads to it, than they give themselves up for lost. When a
wegro is robbed of a fowl or a hog, he applies diran{hr to the Obeah man or woman, it is
then made knewn among his fellow blacks, that Old iz set for the thiel; and as soon as the
Intter hears the dreadiul news, his terrified imagination begins to work, no resonrce is left
but in the superior skill of some more eminent Obeah-men of the uelgﬁhnrhwd'. who m
connteract the magical operations of the other; but if no one can be found of higher rank
and ability, or after gaining snch an ally, he should still fancy himself affected, he presently
falls into a decline, uuder the incessant horror of impending calamities, The slightest painful
senaation in the head, the bowels, or any other part, any casual loss or h confirma hia
apprebensions, and he believes himself the devoted victim of an invisible and irresistible
agency. Sleep, appetite aud cheerfuluess forsake him, his ntmutﬁth decays, his disturbed
imagination is haunted without respite, his features wear the settled gloom of despondency;
dirt, or any vther nnwholesome substange become hisonly food, he contracts a morbid habit
of body, and gradually sinks into the ve. A ne who is taken ill, inguires of the
Obeah-man the cause of hia sickness, whether it will prove mortal or not, and within what
time he suall die or recover! The oracle generally ascribes the distemper to the malice of
some particnlar person; but if no hopes are given of recovery, immediate despair takes
place, which no medicine can remove, aud death is the certain conscquence. Those ano-
malous aymptoms, which originate from canses dnaﬂﬁ'mntaﬂ in the mind, such as the terrors
n-lfﬂlg:i, or ﬁ'min poisons, whose operation is slow intricate, will baffle the skill of the
ableat physician.

i (:ml:u& ering the multitude of occasions which may proveke the negroes to exercise the
powera of Obi against eaeh other, and the astonishing influence of this superstition npon
their minds, we cannot buot attribnte a very considerabla ]Turtiun of the aunual mortality
among the negroes of Jamaica to this fascinating mischief '

“ The Obi is usually composed of a farrago of material, most of which are ennmerated in
the Jamaica law,* viz., blood feathers, pairots beaks, dogs teeth, alligators teeth, broken
bottles, grave dirt rum and egg-shells.” \ 3

Pere Labat,t in his his history of Martinico, has mentioned soms instances of this practice
which are very remarkable.

“ 1t may seem very extraordinary, that a practice alleged to be so frequent in Jamaica
should not have recéived an earlier check from the legislature. The truth is, that the skill
of some negroes, in the art of poisoning, has Leen noticed here since the chemists Lecame
much acquainted with thém. Sloan and Barham, who practised physic in Jamaica in the
last ceniury, have mentioned particular instauces of it. The secrel and insiduons manner
in which this crime is gencrally Ipﬁlpﬂtrﬂlﬂd, makes the legal proof of it extremely difficult.
Suapicious therefore have been frequent, but detections rare; these murderers have some-
times been bronght to justice, but it is reasonable to believe that a far greater number have
escaped with fwpunity. In regard to the other and more common tricks of Ubi, such as
hanging up teathers, bottles, egg-ahells, etc., ete., in order to intimidate negroes of a thiev-
ish dispusitioy trom plundering huts, hog-styes or provision %m-mdn, these were langhed at
by the white inhaitauts us harmless stratagems, contrived by the more sacacious lor de-
terring the more simple anid superstitions blacks, and serving for much the same purpose, as
the seare-crows which are in general used among our English tarmers and gavdeners. But
in the year 176 ), when a very formidable insurrection of the Koromantyn or Golil Coast ne-

voes bruke vut in The parisl of St. Mary, and spread through almost every other district of

o Island. an old Koromautyn negro, the chief instigator and oracle of the insurgents in
¢hat parvish, who had administered the fetish or solemn oath to the conapirators, and
f unished them with a magical preparation which was to render them invu ue.mhln.hwu
frtunately apprehended, convieted, and hung up with all his feathers and trmmperies about
him; and lis vxecution struck the insurgents witha general pavic, from which they never
siterwards recovered. The examinations which were taken at that peried, firat opened the
evus of the public to the very dangerous tendency of the Obeah practices, and gave birth to
the law which was 1hen enacted for their suppression and punishment. But neithe: Ehﬂ
tenor of this law, the striet iuvestigation which has ever since been made after the profes-
sors of Obi, nor the many examples of those who from time to time have been hanged or
trn.napurteﬁ. have hitherto produced the desived effect. We conclude, therefore that either
this rect, like others in the world, has lourished under persecution j or that fresh supplics
are annually intreduced f1om the African sewinaries,

*Pnssed 1760,
iTmﬁ II| Ih- ﬂ. 'iT-p ‘m. m
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A large amount of serous fiuid, was effused between the dura.
mater and the arachnoid membranes of the brain and spinal cord.
The liver spleen and alimentary canal, appeared to be healthy ;
but both kidneys were atrophied, being not more than one-half
the natural size, with numerous ecysts, (containing light yellow
fluid), scattered over the surface, and throughout the secreting
structures; the surface of the kidneys presented a granular ap-
pearance. DBoth kidneys presented a pale color, more nearly re-
sembling that of fatty degeneration than the normal color. The
kidneys have been preserved in the Pathological Department of
the Museum, University of Louisiana.

The results of the autopsy in this case are interesting, for in
the great proportion of the brains of epileptic patients that have.
been examined, the structure of that organ has been said to have
been in all respeets healthy ; and this terrible disease has been
regarded as merely funetional, the particular seat of lesion not
being determined.

It‘must be admitted, however, that in some cases the brain and
its membranes have been found in every state of disease to which
these parts are liable ; the former being indurated, or softened,
the seat of various structural diseases, as abscess, cancer or
tubercle, the latter being inflamed, thickened or ossified; and
Wenzel has stated that the epileptic state has been invariably
found associated with a morbid state of the pituitary body, in the
cella tursica.

The occurrence of the epileptiform convulsion in this case, in
connection with the marked pathological alterations and de-
generations of the kidneys, appear to support the theoy of this
disease proposed by Dr. Todd. He referred the particular fea-
tures of epileptic seizures to the general accumulation of a morbid
material in the blood, from the cessation or impairment of the
depurative functions of the kidneys, until it reaches such an
amount as to eperate upon the brain, as it were in an explosive
manner, exciting a highly polarized state of the brain, or of cer- _
tain parts of ity so that the nervous power is discharged upon
certain other parts of the cerebro-spinal centre, in such a way as
to give rise to the phenomenon of fit. A connection has clearly
been established between defective renal action, the presence
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of urea in the blood and epileptic convulsions; and in the pre-
sent case, the most rational explanation appears to be to refer
the fatal convulsions, to the arrest of the eliminative actign of
the kidneys.

This case illustrates in a striking manner, the importance of a
critical examination of the amount, character and chemical
constitution of the urine, in each case of epilepsy. Such in-
vestigations should not be limited to the paroxysms, but should

extend also to the free intervals.

With reference to the treatment of epilepsy, it is important
that the physician should make minute inquiry into the condition
of all the organs and functions and habits of the patients ; and
establish the treatment upon correct diagnosis and general
principles. Almost every potent agent in the materia medica
has been recommended for the cure of epilepsy, and cures have
been recorded sustaining the recommendation; but it will be
found upon a careful study of the disease, that a certain per cent.
of cases, get well gradually and spontaneously without the use
of drugs; in females the affection is sometimes connected with
derangement of the menstrual function, and when that is regu-
lated, the disease may disappear, without farther treatment ; in
males masturbation and excessive venery may be causes of epi-
lepsy which are to a certain extent controllable. Some cases are
clearly referable to gastric and intestinal irritations and derange-
ments, which may be removed or greatly benefitted by treat-
ment ; whilst a certain proportion of cases are dependent upon
structural alterations of the kidneys, and upon both structural
and functional derangements of the cerebro-spinal nervous sys-
tem, and often march steadily on to insanity, idiocy or sudden
death, uninfluenced by the most potent dmgs.' When epilepsy
is clearly the result of the action of the syphilitic poison, the
disease may be cured by mercurials and iodide of potassium,

Minute attention to the menstrual function, to the moral and
mental hfa,bits_ of the patients, to the state of the digestion and
bowels with rigid rules for diet, exercise and sleep, are all impor-
tant,

Amongst drugs, Bromide of Potassium holds at present a high
place with some practitioners; and certainly does good in some
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cases, but like all remedies in this affection, its action is un.
certain, and many cases are wholly uninfluenced by it. In the
tza-ga.uf a stout young man, twenty-six years of age, afflicted with
epilepsy, and treated in this hospital before the Medical Class,
Bromide of Potassium in large and repeated doses were tried
without avail; as much as three drachms (180 grains) hﬂ-‘ﬁ"iﬂ-gl
been administered just before a paroxysm, without any per-
ceptible effect. Thave employed the Bromide of Potassinm, with
marked Dbenefit in some cases, whilst in others, no beneficial
effects conuld be perceived. I have employed Bromide of Potas.
sium in my wards, with apparent good effects in the treatment of
delirium tremens. Milk punch and nutritious diet was also of
great benefit in such cases, for the patients as a general rule had
neglected their aliment, A mixture of tincture of Assafeetida,
fluid extract of Valerian, and Acetate of Ammonia, had also given
satisfactory results in the treatment of delirinm tremens.

Arsenie, Nitrate of Silver, Atropia and Iron, deservedly hold the
first place in the treatment of epilepsy, especially when combined
with proper exercise of mind and body, change of climate, sea-
voyage, and foreign travel.

The following case of eonvulsive nervous disease, although not
oceurring in this hospital, is of so singular a nature, that we record
it in connection with these investigations upon the Diseases of

the Nervous System.

CASE VL—Remarkable Case of Oerebro—Spinal Disease, attended
with Convulsions, recurring at short Intervals, and attended with

Protracted Somnolence.

The patient, Miss Susan C. Godsa, was exhibited at the Mansion Honse, in the City of
Nashville, during the month of November, 1867; and at the request of her relatives. and of
a number of physicians a carefnl examination of the singular phenomena presen ted by this
unfortunate yonng woman waa made, 3

History of the case as detailed by her relatives.—Misa Susan C. Godsa, now in her twenty-
seventh year, has been naleep for the last Glghtﬁﬁll years, only awaking at certain intervals
in the day, and then only remaining awake from seven to ten minutes. Native of Gibson
Co.. Tennessee. Her father was a respeetable hard working blacksmith, noted fur his great
muscnlar strength, and general health and vigor of body. The only members of her imme.
diate family now living, are a married sister and brother, whoe are with her at the Mansion
House and appear to be in the enjoyment of good health. Up to the time she was aix years
old, she was remarka ble for her aprightiiness and vivacity of manner, and the general cheer-
fulneas of her disposition, During her sixth year, she was attacked with ague and fever,
with which ghe suflered for three years,

The physician who attended her, failed to arrest the disease. Her eyelids became af-
fectod in snch a manner, as to fall over her eyes, defying every effort on her part to open or
aloso them : this affection howerer, appeared to be only temporary in its nature, aud disap-

e nrad, whilet the chills continned.
hysician was called in, who administered for the relief of the chills, large doses

Anothar
ofqnh:li!:m HIIE morphine, in doses which he stated would have killed any other person, The
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exact amonnt of quinine was not remembered, and appeared to have besn excessive for a
child of nine years; as forry pills were mude, each of witich was of the sizo ol a buck-shot,

o were administeved at a doae,
auﬁﬁaﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂﬂ:?xmmu of the ehilla and fever £ threa yvears, and at the ace of nine
vears, and just atter these large doses of quivine, Miss Godea fell inte the sleeping state,
whick rendered her cass so remarkable,
The physician who had first attended her, was again ealled in, and after an examination,
attribnte:l ﬁ.,-;- pendition to the mediciues which she lhad taken, and stared that i." wontlil ro-
quire at least seven vears for her system to be eleared of the powerful duses which she had

been nired 1o awal ow, :
During the period of three years, alia continmed to have violent attacks of chilla and

was attended by various physicians, none of whom afforded her relief.  Fioa ly afeor a tem-
porary ;Etpmvumeun Miss Godsa was compelled to betake herselt to bed whers she has since
remained.

When the disposition to long slumbers began to manifest itself, she was frequently
seized with paintnl eramps. and suffered great agony.  Her heels would ve suddenly driven
up towards the head, and then thrust back again snddenly, the motion appeariug to be en-
tirely involuntary. Since the patient lias been contined to bed she has grown three feet, tho
present heizht being five and one-half feet.

=he vever asks for food, and eats only when ntrn‘n%l_v urFm‘I by her attendanta. A amall
quantity of water imb bed at long intervals, satisfies her thirst. She is fond of tea and
coffee and drinks these beverazes with relish. Shae excresses no choice as to food, aud ats
withont oljection, what is given her. She never complaing voluntavilv, thongh when asked
whether ghe suffers any pain, complains of pain in the bead, back and left side, and of the
nervons tooth-ache; she lias said that she wonld rather be dead, than thus linger ont her
existence. Her periods of coscionsness are said to be very regular; waking at 6 A, 31, and
ovoery hour thereafter nntil 12 a1, when she fal's into a slnmber which lasts until 2 o'clock
P. M.; returns to conscionsness at the time of the setting of the snn; waking again at 9 p.
M., amd nnece or twice before morning. Her fiuger and toenails a e suid, not to have rrown
for thu last eighteen yesrs, The strength is not snflicient to bear ths weight of the hody.

Miss Godsa, has resided daring her somnolent state, in Obisn connty, =ix milea South of
Hickman, Ky  Those having her in u'im'l;'gn, have been led to hope that tiavel will benafit
her health, and the expenses are to be defrayed by the exhibitions.

The above facts wore corroborated by several respectable citizens of Hickman, K.,
and one year after this examination, as I was gmaulr:g through this place, on my way to New
Orleans, I learned that Miss Godsa was in feeble health and dropsical. The exhibitions did
not defray the travelling expenses, and the relatives had retnrmed with her to Obion County.

Results of the Examination of Miss Susan (. Godsa.—I examined Misa Godsa, in the
presence of various medical men and students, upon two occasions; each examination ex-
tended over a poriod of two hours.

Upon entering the room, a delicate frail woman, with dark hair, combed neatly back
from ler forehead was observed reclining npon a small bed, with her evelilds cloged, and
her arms crossed npon her breast. The featnres of the face presented the appearance of

ose and of deep sleep ; whilat the arms and hands erossed npon the Lreast, were inces-
santly agitated by spasmodic contractions of the muscles. The incessant rhaking of the
handg which agitated the bed-clothing, appeared to suffer no abatement or periods of repuse,

Shaking, lond talking and the magneto-electric interrupted eurrent, failad o aronse
the patient, and when the eyelids were drawn back, the pupils were expanded, but respouded
to the atimulns of light and slowly contraoted.

At the expiration of eight minutes, the head and neck were thrown violently from side
to side, by rapid lateral convalsive motions of the muscles,

These convulzive jerking motions of the head from side to side, were so rapid and vio.
lent, as to shake the entire bed upon which she lay. and even to jar the floor of the Toom.
The respiration appeared to be impeded, and the face grew livid.  Snch was the rapidity of
the motiona that it was impossible to distingnish the features, and the face presented a dim
conatantly nimm[:ing outline. :

The convnlsive movements of the head Iasted abont one minnte. and were followed by a
short period of repose, of about the same duration, when the muscles of the ook, neck and
trunk generally were powerfully contracted, raising the heal in short spasmodic jerks from
the pillow, and drawing it forcibly forwards npon the chest. until the chin rested upon the
breast. 1t wns found even with the exertion of consideralile force, wholly imp-s=ible to
atraighten the bent neck. During these tonie contractious of the mnacles, as the head was
drawn npon };lu; hr;anatt; thet{inn%lrgfi?nu were attended with peenliar spasmodic gasping
cronpy sounds issning from the il larynx and throat. Th . i
numbher during each pgnru:j':am l’rug tan t::; fonsrteen. = es Baulila wadledl T

The spaams of the muscles ceased as suddenly as they had commeneced, the head fell
npon the pillow, only to give rise again, to the peculiar round of phenomena, with the
same suddennvsa and preeision of a piece of machinery, working back aud forth in a socket
and I?m?ﬂ__'ml I;cut}‘umﬂ_nr a¥ﬂ sat dinta‘ncuu-

_ During both seriea of convalsive and tetanic movements the pati .
sojons. We were told however, that the spasm of the head and J:mkﬂ::mr:;?r?liarnrﬂngzmum
during the few briaf moments, when the patient was awalke, accompanied by the same pecn-
liar sonnd from the throat, which seemed to give her great pain, and often apparently to
threaten her 1ife with strangnlation. These phenomena were repaated in the order men-
tioned at regnlar intervals, with the snddenness and precision of a piece of machinery.

Miss Goilsa awoke at intervals of about one hiour. during theso examinations. enst her
deep blue eyes around the room, noticed every person and recognized all her attendanta,
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possessed the fulness and roundness of great muscular power and
the most robust health.

The pia-mater of the brain and spinal cord, were greatly con-
gested with blood; the congestion was greatest at the base of
the brain around t.he medulla oblongata. The grey and white
matter of the cerebrum presented the usual consistence, but the
cerebellum appeared to be somewhat altered, being softer than
usual, The grey matter of the spinal cord, was univ ersally con-
gested, whilst the white matter was softened. The white matter
protruded from the smallest puncture of pia-mater and arachnoid
membrane of the cord.

The most marked alterations were discovered in the floor of the
fourth ventricle. The blood-vessels of the fourth ventricle were
not only greatly congested, but a small quantity of blood was
effused about the middle and upper third of the fourth ventricle,
beneath the arachnoid membrane, and into the meshes of the
pia-mater.

The internal viscera were healthy, and upon careful examina-
tion presented nothing abnormal, with the exception of the dark
colored blood resulting from the sudden arrest of the process of
respiration.

The lung on the Jeft side, was congested with dark blood and
presented a marked difference in this respect from the right lung ;
which presented some congestion only in its most dependent
portions, This condition of the left lung appeared to be due in a
measure to the contraction of the muscles upon this side, and the
consequent interference with respiration ; but it is also probable
that the impairment of the function of the pneumogastric nerve
on this side, may have been one of the causes.

The seat of the wound was examined with great care. Two
cicatrices were observed, the one of entrance, near the upper
border of the deltoid, and the other near the axillary fold.

An incision between these two points, revealed thickening of
the texture, but the injury had healed entirely,

Continuing the incision downwards, an abscess, with indurated
walls, and filled with about two drachms of thick fetid bloody
pus, or rather a grumous fluid, apparently resulting from the
liquefaction or disintegration of the textures, was revealed oc-






























































































































































































































































































































































































































